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’m not sure if it’s traditional to
start with the good news or the
bad news. However, as the
tragic farce of US election season,
replete with its histrionic fearmongering, obligatory scapegoating, and dare I say intentional
“dumbening” threatens our sanity
and reason, I figure it’s best to start
with the bad and end on the good,
so at least we can all enjoy some
tidbit of a positive, upward trajectory in our lives.
The one thing I definitely did not
anticipate when I took over editing
this magazine was the number of
obituaries I would be dealing with.
Not that I hadn’t looked at the
obituaries before. I had. But it’s
been a little strange having to edit
and place obits for musicians
whose names and reputations I’d
heard of over the years and to see
that they are no more.
In this issue, the Ancient Times
bids farewell to one of its own.
Davy Jones, our longtime former
art and design director, passed
away this July. Please take a look
at Kevin Brown’s reflection on his
friendship with Davy on page 18.
Lancraft lost a number of its senior
members, and as many of you may
already know John McDonagh
died this September. See Frank
Keenan’s thoughtful piece on John
on page 23.
Now I would like to turn your attention to the Calendar section
found on the back cover of this edition. I originally wrote for this editorial “note the paucity of events
there.” Thanks to some last minute
research by Dan Moylan, this section is slightly more robust now.
However, the Calendar is by far
the most challenging Ancient Times
task I face. There isn’t any actual
resource to turn to cont. on p. 12
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JuNIOr CaMP CeLeB
Perpetuating
By CAP CORDUAN

I

have been involved with The Junior Fife and Drum Camp for ten
years now and every year someone asks me to write an article for the
Ancient Times about the experience. I
always have good intentions to write
the article but when I start to write I
become so overwhelmed by the experiences that I just can’t seem to put my
thoughts on paper. This is my attempt
to jot something down.
Ten years ago Robin Neimitz came
up with the brainchild of having a
Camp for junior fifers and drummers.
She arranged for it to be held at the
Warehouse Point firehouse and members of the Warehouse Point Fife and
Drum volunteered their time and talents to host the Camp. For the first
few years Campers slept on the floor
of the neighboring church and then
practiced in those same rooms later
during the day. One year we even
housed everyone at a hotel in the area
and bused the Campers back and
forth to the firehouse for the day’s
classes. For many reasons we decided
not to do that again!
The direction of the Camp has had
some changes as well. At first it was
just a gathering of instructors doing

workshops with the Campers. Then
we decided to give it a real musical direction. We had instructors write
music just for the Camp. During this
period of time the idea of the Camp
was spreading and we were growing
in size to the point where the firehouse was feeling a bit cramped. It
was at this same time that Robin became ill and had to step down as director of the Camp. For that season
the Camp was silent.
I’m not sure just how I got talked
into becoming the director of the
Camp but Robin was quite persistent,
as were members of the Executive
Board. I was scared to death. How
could I possibly fill Robin’s shoes?
Fortunately with Robin’s guidance
and some other folks pointing me in
the right direction I just put my head
down and plowed forward.
We had to find a new place to host
the Camp and Leo Brennan mentioned that he knew of a place in
Ivoryton that might be of interest. So
one sunny morning, Robin, Leo and I
headed to The Incarnation Center. It
was love at first sight! A beautiful
wooden “campus” with ample places
for instruction, a huge field for marching practice, a meal plan, and most

importantly… BEDS and showers! It
was a perfect fit. Only problem was
the cost. We had never taken on something where we had to raise enough
money to sign a contract. The Company
of Fifers & Drummers gave us the loan
of $2000.00 for the down payment and
then it was up to us to get the rest by
then end of Camp.
We put out a standard tuition for the
Camp and then went about raising
the funds to pay for the lodging of the
chaperons and my administration
staff of two. We also had to pay for
the meals of our instructional staff
and, of course, the T-shirts.
By the time we marched out at the
Deep River Tattoo on the Friday of
our first year at The Incarnation Center, Camp was completely paid for.
This came about because of generous
donations from many drum corps and
individual members. Fundraising for
the Camp is a year-round effort on the
Top Left: Campers rehearse music for
Dram.
Center: Camp Director Cap Corduan poses
with campers.
right: Campers on the Deep river muster
field.
Photography courtesy of Sue Gozzo andrews
and Cap Corduan
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BraTeS TeN YearS
Tradition
part of many people. We send out letters asking for donations and grants
to help support the Camp even before
we open registration, and the effort
continues right up until the first
camper arrives. This year a group of
Campers organized to collect and recycle the cans from musters and that
money goes to the Camp. The efforts
of this group of kids, called “The
Green Team,” have raised hundreds
of dollars, and really illustrate the
great spirit of our campers.
Work begins in September for the
following Camp year. The main staff,
which includes myself and the other
section leads, get together in late September to decide on the “theme” of
the upcoming Camp (The music staff
has changed through the years but the
one mainstay has been Don Mason,
our lead bass drum instructor and all
around great guy!). Once we nail
down the theme we start scheduling
deadlines for music to be composed,
arranged and written. We also decide
on the audition pieces and we start
moving forward on recruiting our
music instructors for each section. We
contact these musicians to make sure
they are available for the week of
Camp. It is important to note that

ALL of our instructors and staff give
up their private vacation time to volunteer at Camp and no one is paid a
thing to be at Camp. Now that is dedication!
Recruiting the music staff is important, but equally important is our
team of chaperons. I have one head
chaperon, Carol Sullivan, and she
takes care of all the non-musical details, from room assignments for the
Campers to scheduling the chaperon
staff for sign-ins, lights out, meal
check-ins, and night time rounds.
Chaperones are also responsible for
the all around well-being of the
Campers when they aren’t in their
music sections. Our chaperons don’t
get the credit they deserve. These
guys keep the kids happy and healthy
during the campers “free time.” Not
an easy task.
During the fall I also set about arranging for the Master Classes that
are offered during the day as well as
organizing a concert for the Wednesday night of Camp. The Master
Classes are usually a class offered by
a volunteer with expertise in a certain
musical area that gives some insight
to the Campers that they may not get
from the already scheduled events.

Some of those classes have included
members of Swiss corps coming to
talk about that style of fife and drum
and this year we had Nick Attanasio
come in and give the Campers a first
hand account of what the Sons of Liberty music was all about. For some of
the Wednesday night concerts we
have had different drum corps perform to illustrate their unique and important styles of fife and drum, and
this year we had a Celtic band from
the Boston area come and play. That
was an amazing concert for both the
Campers and the musicians that volunteered to perform.
In February we open up the registration for the Camp. Past Campers
are usually waiting for this day and
my mail box is full within the first few
days of February. The Campers have
to send an audition video to me, and
I then forward it to the prospective
section leaders. This video helps us to
place the Camper in the proper section to best suit their needs as a musician. This means that I see over 95
audition videos and the sections leaders see anywhere from 30 to 50. Once
the videos are viewed the Campers
are placed in groups
and then we figure out cont. on p. 4
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put on the assigned New England seaboard as well as Caldoors, all the registra- ifornia, Missouri, Delaware, North
tion information is set Carolina, Michigan, New Jersey, New
up and there are signs york, Maryland, New Hampshire and
put on the road to help Illinois. In the past we also had 25 junCampers get to The iors from Switzerland. This geographCenter.
ical diversity really helps to foster the
The Tuesday morning international community of young
just before the Deep people that will let fife and drum conRiver Muster, at 9am, tinue into the next century.
over 100 junior fifers
All the Campers’ hard work and
and drummers con- dedication is put into place for the Friverge on the registra- day night tattoo at Deep River. That
tion tables in front of Friday morning we run two “dress re“The Lodge.” There is hearsals” on the field. This is when the
about 30 minutes of in- kids have complete control and the
troductions and infor- staff just watches, usually in amazemation given out and ment. With rehearsal over we have
by 10:00 musicians are our closing remarks and award prein their assigned sec- sentations, and then the Campers go
tions and by 10:15 there about packing up and cleaning up the
is music filling the halls grounds. By 3:00 everyone has been
of The Incarnation Cen- given their T-shirts and handed over
ter.
to their parents and has headed for the
Campers rehearsing music during the 2009 Camp
For the next four days muster field.
the Campers are on a
I do the final check-out with the Incont. from p. 4 who will teach those rigorous schedule to learn their music carnation folk, pay the bill and head
groups.
as well as take in all the class instruc- for the muster field as well. At 5pm
By May all auditions must be in so tion. A typical day includes hours of the entire Camp staff and Campers do
the section leaders can finalize their sectional time, dedicated practice the final rehearsal on the muster field
classes. There have been openings for time, marching rehearsal, and full and then we wait nervously until they
the Camp in the past well into June, Corps rehearsals as Friday gets closer perform later on in the evening.
but no so this year. By June 1st I had and closer. Campers learn the show
Just before sunset, it’s time to line
to close registration and had a wait and think about
list. Unfortunately not everyone that fife and drum bass drum line, Deep river 2010
wanted to attend camp could. This is constantly
(or
also the time when we plan on the close to it!) from
menu for the Camp. Ask any of the breakfast until
kids. The food is fantastic.
dinner,
and
The Monday before Deep River a sometimes pracsmall staff and I head to The Incarna- tice into the
tion Center to prepare the camp for evening.
Of
the onslaught on fifers and drummers. course, of almost
This staff is usually Sue Gozzo An- equal importance
drews, my right hand and my admin- is meeting new
istrative assistant, as well as a few friends and rechaperons and a handful of experi- newing past conenced Campers. We go about making nections.
We
sure the rooms have the right number have Campers
of beds, that the Campers names are from all over the
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“Ladies and Gentlemen, The Company of Fifers
& Drummers Junior Camp.” The maces are
dropped and 100 strong, young musicians
proudly march onto the muster field to thunderous applause and cheering. I stand listening
and watching in awe at what these young musicians produce in just four short days. Even the
word “pride” does not do the feeling justice.
Kudos to my staff! What was a year of planning and preparing is over in about ten minutes
but the memories will last a lifetime for every
single one of us that was involved with the
Camp. And the kids………They are the future
of fife and drum.
Cap Corduan started playing the drum at nine
years of age with the Nutmeg Volunteers in Groton,
Connecticut. In high school and college, she played
In 2009, matty Lyons, center, taught young snare drummers in a master Class.
with the Westbrook Seniors and later played with
and served as the assistant director for the Middleup, and 100 plus fifers and drummers along with 25 in- sex County Volunteers in Massachusetts. When she moved back
structors, 15 chaperons, one nurse, and three administra- to Connecticut she played with the Connecticut Valley Field
tors have so many butterflies in their stomachs. The energy Music, “had the pleasure of hanging with the Sons of the
is amazing. I give the final high five to every Camper and Whiskey Rebellion,” and founded the Bluff Point Quahog DigI head to the announcers’ booth, which is usually manned gers Band 10 years ago. She is going into her fourth year as Director of The Junior Fife & Drum Camp.
by all the staff in their T-shirts.
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Profile of a Company Corps

Lancraft Fife and Drum Corps
North Haven, CT

L

ancraft has been in continuous
existence since 1888 after being
founded in the Fair Haven section of New Haven, along the banks of
the Quinnipiac River. The corps was
named for Ed Lancraft, who owned
the oyster house where the corps practiced in the early years and who
bought the first band style uniforms
used by Lancraft. The current Continental style of Lancraft uniforms were
bought in 1907
One famous name associated with
Lancraft is Dan English, a champion
snare drummer who died at age 29 in
1931. The trophy was awarded to the
winning senior individual snare
drummer in the Connecticut Fifers
and Drummers Association from 1932
to 1989, and was named after Dan
English who won State, National and
World Open Championships.
Earl Sturtze was a Lancraft member
in 1917 and had a major influence on
the style of drumming used by Lancraft and many other corps. Hugh
Quigley (1922-1993) is another of the
well known Lancraft names, winning
six state and two national snare drum
championships and being elected to
the Drum Corps Hall of Fame in 1987.
Hugh was a Lancraft member for 52
years.
In the competition days, Lancraft
fifers, including John Moriarty and
Bill Gallagher, won 22 individual Connecticut championships and the bass
drummers won 39 times, the last

being Bob Atwell who won six times,
1970-1975. Lancraft corps ensemble
placed first 31 times.
Lancraft’s most well known Drum
Majors were Sigurd Hellstrom who
led the corps for 40 years from 1917 to
1957, and “Long John” McGuire who
led the corps for 24 years from 1958 to
1982.
Lancraft has traveled to Switzerland
three times in 1970, 1987 and 2006. The
corps does more than a dozen parades
and musters each year. A favorite
event is the Sudbury Muster where
Lancraft has held their annual banquet at the historic Wayside Inn for 37
years.
Lancraft is an adult corps for both
men and women and welcomes mature teenagers as trainees, particularly
if their parents participate in corps activities. Lancraft practices Thursday
Lancraft by the grist mill at
the sudbury 2009 muster.

Fast Facts
Founded:
1888 in New Haven, CT
Address:
PO Box 28, 62 Clark Ave.
Home Town:
North Haven, CT 06473
Telephone:
203-789-9796
Website:
www.lancraftfd.com
President:
Dick Carbonell
Music Director:
Woody Sheades
Business Manager:
George Carbonell
evenings, all year around, at our own
Moriarty Hall in North Haven. Come
join the long “buff and blue” line and
march with us into the future!
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Profile of a Company Corps
The Abel Joslyn Irregulars
Thompson, CT

T

he Abel Joslyn Irregulars,
formed in June 2009, is a family-based fife and drum corps
from Thompson, Connecticut. Established to rekindle history and music
in our youth, our name is derived
from a local colonial fifer.
Abel Joslyn was born on the eve of
the American Revolution. Too young
to serve, he watched his three older
brothers march off to fight the British.
Abel enjoyed music, and, as a
teenager, wrote simple melodious fife
music with detailed sketches of instruments in his Commonplace Book.
This book from 1790 resides in the
archives of the Old Sturbridge Village
museum.
Our mission is to revive the colonial
music of yesteryear in a new generation of fifers and drummers. Our
members range in age from six to
sixty-eight, including multiple family
members. We have appeared during
our first year in several parades and
events in the northeast corner of Connecticut, and attended our first
muster this year in Colchester.
We are essentially beginners in that,
with the exception of a very few, this
is our first experience with these instruments and with the community of
fifers and drummers. Our goal is to
offer fun and education in an affordable way that excludes no interested
player. We dress as townsfolk each as
he or she interprets that to be. Our
drums do not match, nor do our
shoes. We are young, a bit undisciplined, enthusiastic and naïve. We
believe that we are the future of fife
and drum in a new emerging society.
Our kids pursue this activity along

with their other interests, not to the
exclusion of other activities. Our parents participate as musicians and avid
fans, and shun exposure of their children to events where alcohol is
served. So you may not see us playing at large mainstream events.
We owe a tribute of gratitude to
some very special people who helped
us become what we are today.
Julia Burdacki and Ken Sady spent
countless hours as volunteers driving
up to our remote rural town to bring
fife and drum instruction to our members every week for over a year. We
would not exist today if it were not
for their dedication and inspiration.
During our early days Greg Taylor,
Ron Peeler, Stephen and Dinah Hale
inspired us and taught us the culture
of the Ancient Spirit. We were very
appreciative of the gift of three Eames
snare drums, family heirlooms, from
our dear friend Novelline Beltram.
We continue to be amazed and grateful when Kenny Avery takes dead
drum carcasses, extracted from dusty
barns and attics, and gives them new
life. Last but by no means least: we
thank Wayne Seidel for his thoughtful
nurturing both behind and in front of
the scenes every step of the way.
We practice every
Thursday evening
from 6-7:30 pm at
Emanuel Lutheran
Church,
Main
Street,
North
Grosvenordale, Connecticut.
Our corps director
is Heidi Trayner, a
member of the first
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Fast Facts
Founded:
2009 in Thompson, CT
Address:
c/o Heidi Welch Trayner
42 Bibeault Street
Putnam, CT 06260
Telephone:
860-303-4567
Website:
www.abeljoslynirregulars.com.
Director:
Heidi Trayner
Totoket Ancients, and later a member
of Nathan Hale Ancients. She carries
on the family legacy started by her father, a fifer at age 10 in the St. Francis
Home Fife and Drum Corps of New
Haven, Connecticut. Our drum major
is Janet Gatzke, whose three sons play
in the corps. Our drum sergeant is
Herb Rathbun, who attended college
on a drum scholarship and has returned to drumming after starting his
own family. Our fife sergeant is
Herb’s nine year old daughter Claudia, who excels in her musical development.
New members are always welcome.
Instruction is currently provided by
Wayne Seidel of the Colchester Continentals.
Look for us soon on our website,
www.abeljoslynirregulars.com.
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Profile of a Company Corps Questionnaire
Name of Corps_______________________________Website_____________________________________
Address_____________________________________Phone Number______________________________
Date Founded_______________________________ Home Town_________________________________
President or Director_________________________ Business Manager____________________________
Fife Sergeant________________________________ Drum Sergeant_______________________________
Music Director_______________________________ Drum Major_________________________________
Contact Person_______________________________Email_______________________________________
Junior, Senior, or Combined?__________________
Notable Members
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Mission of the Corps
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Unique and Interesting Corps Facts
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Activities of Interest
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Introducing Madame Bonaparte...
By DEIRDRE SWEENEy

a variety of sources, such as Terry
Moylan’s The Age of Revolution in the
Irish Song Tradition, 1776-1815 and, of
course, the classic O’Neill’s Music of
Ireland. I believe the setting in A major
suits the fife better than G, and gets
closer to the “essence” of the tune.
According to Terry Moylan, the
Madame Bonaparte in question is
Josephine de Beauhamais, whom the
Corsican nationalist turned French
imperial quack Napoleon Bonaparte
divorced in the wake of sundry affairs
and inferitility.
Such a title may bring to mind another popular jam session tune with
Irish connections, Bonaparte Crossing

When I first encountered Madame
Bonaparte, I thought to myself: haven’t
I played this before? Well, no I hadn’t.
But it has all the classic tropes of your
typical high-energy jam session A
Major tune. A few of us Sudburians
have been noodling around with it recently, possibly to the ire of others
who liken it to the The Song That Never
Ends. While the B part is doubled in
length, I assure you there really are no
resemblances between this venerable
old Irish set-dance and the concluding
anthem to Lamb Chops Play-Along.
Madame Bonaparte can be found in

the Rhine, found in Company Book 2.
There is a great corpus of Irish music
celebrating Bonaparte. Such laudations were based not on anticolonial
principles but on the age-old foolhardy notion that “the imperial rival
of my imperial oppressor is my
friend... maybe ... if they send reinforcements for our rebellion... they
didn’t?... well, we’re all dead... again.”
In short, a merry tune for a sad time.
Footnote:
For those interested in exploring
more Bonaparte-themed music, take a
listen to the late Frank Hart’s album
My Name is Napoleon Bonaparte: Traditional Songs on Napoleon Bonaparte.
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Westbrook and moodus host 2010 national muster

Westbrook Drum Corps hosting this year’s national muster

By DODIE MCGRATH

A

fter several days of rain the
sun finally shone down on
the Westbrook Drum Corps
51st Annual Muster. But it was more
than just another muster. Westbrook
Drum Corps was celebrating its 100th
Anniversary while the Moodus
Drum and Fife Corps was celebrating
150 years. The two corps agreed to
co-host the National Muster of The
Company of Fifers & Drummers which
was held in Westbrook on August 28.

moodus Drum & Fife Corps during the Westbrook parade

The Moodus Corps will continue the
celebration at their muster on October 16th.
On Thursday evening before the
muster, the two corps and their
guests enjoyed a sit-down dinner
under the Boy Scout Committee concession tent. Dennis Allen and the
committee of scouts and parents were
in charge of the preparations.
Dave Allen, newly returned to
Westbrook, wrote a letter to the state
police at the Troop F barracks in
Westbrook requesting a state police

color guard to lead our own F Troop
fifers and drummers in the parade.
Lo and behold, the state police agreed
to do this. Is this a first? Our thanks
to them!
It would be impossible to say which
corps was my favorite. Each one persummer muster in review photographs:
Left: the old guard performs at the Westbrook muster.
Top right: a young bass drummer with the
milford volunteers crosses the field.
Bottom right: vic’s Kids put on a special
display mid-parade for onlookers at Deep
river.
Photography courtesy of eileen rodgers

Ancienttimes
formed admirably. We all remember
the big impressive corps, but there is
one tiny corps that stands out in my
memory: three young members of
the Marlborough corps with one fifer
and two drummers who gave such a
good performance.
We thank all who attended and
performed on this special occasion
and to all who assisted to make it a
special day. Our thanks and congrat-
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ulations go to the Moodus Fife and
Drum Corps who by co-hosting
made it very special.
Dodie McGrath “became addicted to
fifing and drumming” after moving to
Westbrook in the 1960s. She has been
with the Westbrook Drum Corps since
November 1974, having never played an
instrument before joining. Her husband
joined the color guard in 1976 and then
learned the bass.

right: Dodie mcgrath and bill hart at this year’s Westbrook
muster. Photography courtesy ofKate McGrath-Townsend

Championship Drumming in the genes?

Lancraft Fife and Drum
snare drummer, Dan
o’mara, admires
young philip’s drumming prowess. Photography courtesy of Jan
Chambers.

By MARLA JEANE MALING

A

t the Westbrook Muster on
August 28, 2010, the twoyear-old great-great-nephew
of champion snare drummers Eldrick
and Frank Arsenault made his presence known. He could be seen marching among the tents with his tiny bass
drum, shoulders back, head up. “He
and his twin sister Paige have been
marching since they were one,” said
his grandmother, Elaine Carey Snowbeck, niece of Eldrick and Frank. Eldrick was a member of the Lancraft
Fife and Drum Corps of North
Haven, CT, so the Lancraft tent was
where little Phillip came to showcase
his talent. “If I believed in reincarnation, I would say this child IS Eldrick!” Elaine exclaimed.

phillip and paige huntington
have marched with taggart pipes
and Drums since they were one
year old Photography courtesy of
elaine Snowbeck

Eldrick Arsenault is one in a long
line of champion snare drummers
from Lancraft. He joined Lancraft in
1941 and retired from the corps in the
late 90’s to move to Florida, where he
listened to Thursday night practice by
phone until his death in 2004 at the
age of 81. He was a Senior Individual
Snare Drum Champion of the Connecticut Fifers and Drummers Association in 1942 and 1953, taking
second place both times to his wellknown fellow Lancrafter, Hugh
Quigley.
Eldrick’s brother, Frank, was a
world champion rudimental drummer. He was the 1939 Junior World's
Fair champion, and from 1951 to 1953
he was the National American Legion
champion. He retired from individ-

ual competition after winning his 3rd
National Senior title in 1953. you can
hear Frank play on youTube at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=EeFT5PxEmCU .
Elaine was at the Westbrook Muster
to see her husband, Gary Snowbeck,
who performed with Taggart Pipes
and Drums. She brought her daughter, Erin, and grandchildren Paige
and Philip because the historic world
of ancient fife and drum is their heritage. Although only almost three
years old, young Philip Huntington is
already claiming his birthright as a
future snare drummer, and maybe
even a champion, like his great-greatuncles, Eldrick and Frank.
MJ Maling is the wife of Lancrafter and
contributing editor, Bill Maling.
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sturbridge hosts second annual Drummer’s Call

Old Sturbridge Village hosted its second annual
Drummer’s Call on a sunny September 11th, 2010. Pictured above are the Sturbridge Village Martial Musicians (top left), the Pawtuxet Rangers (top right) and
the Connecticut Valley Field Music (bottom left).
Photography courtesy of eileen rodgers

create the Calendar. It is very much
a “luck of the draw” item. Maybe I’d
be more informed of events if I
plumbed the depths of fife and drum
social networking online, but some of
us Millennials have our Luddite street
cred to maintain. In short, if you or
your corps or your friends have an
event that you would like other fifers
and drummers to participate in or
come see, please do drop me a line by
email or phone. I would like this section to be best described as comprehensive rather than anemic.
At the suggestion of Bill Maling, the
Ancient Times is offering a new feature: Profile of a Company Corps. Overall we would like to get more corps to
submit articles about who they are
and what they’re up to. If there is one
situation in which bigger and more is
better, it is most definitely when you
are trying to fill out a publication.

cont. from p. 1

However, writing is a more daunting
task to some than it is to others. So
this new feature seeks to provide a
basic framework and starting points
to encourage submissions. If you visit
pages eight and nine of this issue, you
will see two examples of what we
have in mind: one provided by a very
established Company corps, Lancraft,
and another provided by a very
young corps, the Abel Joslyn Irregulars. We have also included a “questionnaire” of sorts that you can feel
free to adopt as your framework or
completely disregard, as suits you.
We hope that this feature not only encourages more submissions, but helps
us get to know one another better,
and we believe it may be of particular
interest to smaller, lesser known
corps.
And with that the Ancient Times
wraps up its 2010 season. Thank you
to all those who contributed to this

year’s issues and helped make the editor’s work easier than I expected. We
didn’t come up short of content once
layout was complete for any issue,
and no wayward writers had to be
forcefully “inspired” via the old gingerly placed severed-horse-head-inbed to submit an article. This is all as
it should be.
Let’s make 2011 as good.
Deirdre Sweeney
Editor, Ancient Times
r

Correction to Issue 129:
The article title Memorial Day
Memories: Camp Chase Performs at
Historic Deerfield Village, found
on p. 12 of Issue 129, incorrectly
identified historic Deerfield as
the event site when in fact it
should have read Camp Chase
Performs at Historic Greenfield Village. Greenfield is in Michigan
and Deerfield in Massachusetts.
_J
L
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A Summery Sudbury Muster This year
By BRIAN PLUMB
It was a wonderful warm fall day this year on the last Saturday in September
(our traditional date). A number of things we hope people find special about our
muster: the autumn and colonial theme, the English country dance demonstration,
the finely crafted muster buttons, the Wayside Inn chowder and beans (as well as
our Woodchuck hard cider and Sam Adams Octoberfest ale), the craftspeople and
sutlers, the Friday night bonfire, the Saturday night Irish music session in the tap
room, the nice (short) parade from the Gristmill, past the Inn, onto the muster field,
and the chance to close out the season amongst friends. Thanks to everyone for
participating and for making the effort worthwhile. We are always looking for
ways to improve our muster, so please forward any good ideas onto the editor. In
2014, we expect to host our 50th anniversary muster so we are just now thinking
about interesting things we can do. you won’t want to miss that one.
Brian Plumb is a fifer in The Sudbury Ancient Fyfe & Drum Companie and plays flute
and whistle for English Country dances as well.

1. Younger members of the sudbury fife line watch oncoming corps cross the field. 2. british officers look on at the parade after their earlier
confrontation with the sudbury militia. 3. exhaustion lays waste the food tent toward the end of the day. pictured are sudbury fyfemaster
al renzi, left, and drum sergeant pat arnow. 4. brian plumb, center, plays flute for the Wayside Inn steppers while dancer Lynn bjorklund
looks on. Photography courtesy of eileen rodgers
2

1
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4
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Colonial Navy Plays Aboard the Peking

By BILL HART SENIOR

O

N Friday June 18 the Colonial Navy of Mass traveled to New york City to perform at the South
Street Seaport Museum. We have traveled and performed in many cites and countries around the
world including Ireland, Germany, England, Portugal, Bermuda and several cites in Canada. This
however was our first trip to the Big Apple. We did two concerts on board the tall ship Peking. In addition
to fifing and drumming and singing sea chanties we recreated what would have been the type of music
that was played on board ship so the men could dance the hornpipe. Bill Hart played the penny whistle
and Rick Vars played a plank but we couldn't get anyone to dance. Both concerts were well received and
we had a great weekend in New york.

by Parmelee of Durham

Bob Parmelee
90 Creamery Road
Durham, CT 06422
Phone & Fax: 860.349.8233
E-mail: preservationdesigns@comcast.net

Specializing in serving the Fife & Drum community since 1983.
Silk screened apparel, totes, umbrellas and more.
Our own line of designs on T-Shirts and Sweatshirts are currently
available at selective historical museums and parks.
Or, they may be purchased online at ....

www.preservationdesigns.com

C.P. Burdick & Son, Inc.
Four Generations of Warmth
Fuel Oil/Excavation Services
24-Hour Service

860-767-8402
Main Street, Ivoryton
Connecticut 06442
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Old Guard Hosts Workshop for Juniors
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The Old Guard Juniors’ Workshop was held in Fort Myers, Virginia from October 9 - 11th. The following photographs
were provided by Tanya Morrisett, whose son John participated in the workshop and performances.

participants in the old guard Juniors' Workshop.

the beginner fife and drum group perform in the final concert.

Young fifers and drummers play in the solo festival concert.

students from the William Diamond Junior Fife &
Drum Corps rehearse together at the workshop.

16

Ancienttimes

Letter to the Editor

In response to Issue 129’s Tribute to George Carroll, bruce syarto of melbourne, Florida sent the following account
of george Carroll’s role in the creation of st. augustine’s annual grande Illumination and british night Watch.
bruce is a member of the 97th regimental Field music out of pinellas park on the gulf Coast and also plays with
the british night Watch. he previously organized the FLam as well. bruce was among those who thanked george
Carroll for his dedication to fifing and drumming at this year’s Deep river muster.

T

he Grande Illumination and
British Night Watch commemorate the history of St Augustine during the period of Britain’s
20-year rule (1763 to 1783). St Augustine's Grande Illumination had its beginnings in a small apartment above
historic St. George Street in 1975. At
that time the director of Disney
World’s Liberty Square Fife and
Drum Corps, George Carroll, was living in St. Augustine. He had a store
called The Soldier Shop, on the corner
of St. George and Cuna Streets. This
place of business was also the local
meeting place for The East Florida

Rangers Fife & Drum Corp. This was
a group that George organized and
taught the fine art of 18th-century
drumming and fifing. In addition to
this well-known group there was a
large cadre of enthusiastic British period re-enactors in town. They were
largely members of two units of the
Historic Florida Militia: The 60th Regiment of Foot and the East Florida
Rangers. These men, women and children were eager to participate in
events celebrating the Bicentennial of
America’s Revolutionary War and to
tell that part of St. Augustine's history. All the re-enactors in town were
busy planning events to attend and

marched about the town in their 18thcentury clothing whenever possible.
The whole town was swept up in the
Bicentennial fever. Never mind that
St. Augustine was staunchly loyal to
the Crown. Even The Castillo de San
Marcos was flying the British King's
Color all that year to the consternation of many.
One night in early November 1975,
George summoned a group of re-enactors to his apartment with a proposal. He had decided it would be a
good idea to try an Illumination here
in St. Augustine. Illuminations, in the
18th century, were festive events
where people in their homes and

ancient Times
submission guidelines
Please submit articles and high-resolution photographs electronically to the editor:
ancientimes@companyoffifeanddrum.org or deirdre.sweeney@hotmail.com
In the case of material that cannot be submitted electronically, please contact the editor at the above email address
or call (508) 847-4460 to make special submission arrangements.
upcoming Issue 131 submission Deadline:
December 31, 2010
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The Ancient Times is always looking for writers, columnists, photographers, and advertisers.
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deirdre.sweeney@hotmail.com
The Ancient Times does accept unsolicited articles, although we cannot guarantee publication in a specific
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NEEDED: ANCIENT TIMES
ADVERTISING MANAGER
The Ancient Times needs an advertising manager.
Responsibilities include contacting advertisers well in
advance of issue deadline to make arrangements for
their ads, maintaining records of each advertiser’s account, ensuring that the art and design director has all
necessary information and digital material required for
each ad, and, when possible, soliciting new advertisers.
Email the editor if interested.
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lanterns. It was also decided to add a
changing of the guard ceremony at
the city gate. St. Augustine was only
one of three walled cities in North
America and it was felt that this ceremony was a unique touch. Excitement
mounted as all present sensed the beginning of a colorful and fun ceremony that would mark the beginning
of the Bicentennial year of 1976. Assignments were made. Tom Ledford
got permission from the Historic St.
Augustine Preservation Board to use
the museum’s property. Bob Hall coordinated the parade permits and
other permissions and security from
the city government. Richard Coyle
asked the National Park for permission to hold the changing of the guard
at the city gates.
The first Grande Illumination parade was held on the night of December 4, 1975. Sponsored by the Historic
St. Augustine Preservation Board and
The Junior Service League, John Griffin served as the Town Major and
Tom Rahner played the
part of the Town Crier. Although the weather was bitterly cold for St. Augustine
(upper 20's) a large number
of people came out to see
and participate. The parade
route was much the same as
today. The East Florida
Rangers Fife & Drum Corps
led the Parade and fifers
and drummers from Orlando also participated.
After it was all over refreshments were served in the
Hispanic Garden and the
mayor, Edward Mussallem,
concluded the ceremonies.
No one knew at that time
that this event, designed
only to celebrate the beginning of the Bicentennial,
would grow into a citywide
george Carroll made an appearance at this year’s Deep
festival that has lasted for
river ancient muster. Photograph courtesy of eileen
over 27 years. Much of its
rodgers
businesses placed candles in the windows to celebrate a holiday, victory or
some other happy occasion that involved the entire community. Often
there was music and some sort of
pageantry to mark the occasion as
well.
Attending the first meeting of the
Committee for the Night Watch were
Bob Hall, president of the Historic
Florida Militia, Carl Rang and Pat
Wickman of the East Florida Rangers
Fife & Drum Corp, Tom Ledford of
the St. Augustine Preservation Board,
and Richard Coyle of the 60th Regiment of Foot. George passed around
some pamphlets illustrating Williamsburg’s Illumination by way of example and wondered aloud if something
like that could be done in St. Augustine. In the discussion that followed it
was decided that instead of asking the
shops and homes be lit with candles,
it would be easier to get the crowd
that came to see it to bring the needed
lighting in the form of candles and
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success and longevity can be
attributed to Carl and Patti Rang, who
headed the organizing committee for
so many years. The Grande Illumination’s success has been due to the fact
that it was designed from the very beginning to be a fully participatory
event where everyone from the most
authentic re-enactor to the visitor with
a purchased candle is made to feel
they have an important role to play.
I first observed the British Night
Watch some ten or so years or so ago.
I found out about it from my brother
who was a former fifer with a corps in
Fairfield, Connecticut. The Grande Illumination and British Night Watch
as it was known a number of years
ago had several fife and drum corps
that participated. There were rifle
competitions and drum corps playing
in the Castillo de San Marcos Fort.
I personally thanked George Carroll
at the Deep River Muster for the part
he played in establishing this event.
Thanks to George Carroll and the
Committee for the Night Watch I have
a place to play with a fife and drum
corps here in Florida. It is just another
accomplishment in support of fifing
and drumming for George Carroll.

Important notICe
When your mailing address changes,
please notify us promptly!
The Post Office does not advise us.
Write: Membership Committee
P.O. Box 227, Ivoryton, CT 064420227
or email: membership@companyoffifeanddrum.org
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DAVy JONES,
IN MEMORIAM

By KEVIN R. BROWN

S

ometimes it is not enough to say
goodbye to a friend. Sometimes
you have to do a little more. you
see, due to a hospitalized illness, I was
unable to attend Davy’s wake and funeral. I was not able to mourn my
good friend’s loss. I guess in a way, I
am doing it through this rather unorthodox obituary.
David
“Davy”
Jones,
Mariner fifer and Chanteyman, beloved husband and father, passed away on
Saturday, July 24, 2010, at his
home in Guilford, Connecticut. He left behind a grieving
family that extends far beyond
the confines of his immediate
relatives. He was a gentle man
and artist of the finest kind. I
don’t think that Davy ever
met a person who did not like
him from the start. He had a
smile and a twinkle in his eye
that just said he was the genuine article. It is said that God loves a simple
man. I’m sure that God loves Davy,
not for his simplicity, but for the complex nature of his being. Through this,
he brought so much joy to people
wherever he went. Whether it was his
music, his graphics and painting, or
just simply, his love of life, he left an
indelible mark that will stand the test
of time, for this was his legacy.
As a Mariner fifer, he learned to play
at a later age. Never daunted, he not
only learned the fife, but took on the
challenge of Mariner street tunes and
medleys, that to some, are not an easy

task. He accomplished this feat and
became a member of the fife line at a
time when we were experiencing a
rather depleted section. He did not
stop there. Upon hearing the Mariner
Chanteymen, Davy fell in love with
the melodic songs and the stories they
told. He jumped in feet first and became a stalwart of the group, adding
a significant bass line to the har-

pher the words to a tune on a cassette
tape, sung by two gents from Great
Britain. These fellows were acquaintances of ours, which made the moment that much funnier to the two of
us. Of course, the cocktails we were
enjoying also helped. We not only had
to overcome the lackluster recording,
but we were challenged by the style
and idioms put forth by their rather
thick mixture of English and
Scottish accents. I’ll never
forget Davy’s uncanny ability to imitate the accents we
heard. It made us laugh and
actually went a long way in
helping us understand what
the hell they were saying.
There also came a time
during my somewhat long
tenure as Commodore of
the Mariners, when I
needed to hand over the
Davy Jones
reins to another. Davy was
the first to step up, knowing
monies. This helped to put the that I needed relief. He did an exemChanteymen on their way to promi- plary job for two terms, during some
nence in the sea music genre. Davy’s extremely difficult times. No matter
position in the singing line was al- what the situation, he was there. He
ways to my immediate right. There is gave so much to the Corps, without
a big hole there now, where my friend ever asking anything in return. Anyand confidant once stood. It is going time we had requests for advertising,
to take some time for this rift to heal. whether it was newspaper, muster ad
We had many good times together. I’ll books, or just general promotion of
never forget the time that we sat to- the Corps, he never flinched and was
gether on a transatlantic flight to ready to do his part to add that proSwitzerland. We were bound to visit fessional touch to the ads. He stepped
our brother Corps, the Swiss Mariners up when it came time to refurbish the
of Basel. We were always talking Corps Moeller snare drums, and let us
about new tunes to work up, and not forget the hundreds of hours he
were in the middle of trying to deci- dedicated to the layout of the Ancient
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Times. All of this took time away from
his business of providing a living for
his family. But he never wavered, for
within all this, his love and caring for
his family and friends was still first
and foremost on his mind. He served
proudly in the Mariners for twentyfive years. He was awarded the designation of “Five Star Admiral” for his
devoted and unselfish dedication to
the Corps.
The times we spent at singing practice were always the highlight of the
week for the entire group. Our time
together was involved in whatever
had to be done to prep for concerts,
and make sure that our sound was
true to form. Of course, the evening
inevitably took a turn to whatever
sport was in season, and Davy loved
to add his two cents on the state of the
New york Football Giants, New york
yankees and without fail the UCONN
Huskies. He wore the colors of each
team proudly. He would always let us
know what his children were doing
and their many accomplishments. His
face would light up as he expounded
on their pursuits and deeds. It was a
joy to see him happy as his life continued its path. Even when times were
tough, and there were a few, he could
always deviate from the rugged turmoil around us, and take us all where
the sun was shining. He was a good

person to be around, and I think I
speak for many when I say that.
Davy not only gave so much on a
personal level, but also excelled in his
professional life. He graduated from
Boston University and was a U.S.
Army veteran. He was an artillery
man, which he always used as an excuse as to why he was hard of hearing. We always suspected that it was
selective. He was art director for
Xerox Education Publications in Middletown, Connecticut, prior to starting
his own graphics design studio in
1985. He also worked for the Cooperman Company. He did most of the intricate painting that adorns a lot of the
snare and bass drums carried in parades and on muster fields across our
country. His work extended to U.S.
Military bands, including The Old
Guard, and was featured on the snare
drums used in the movie Glory. He
was also an avid collector of antique
metal toys. The shelves on one wall of
his office were laden with his collection. He was also passionate about
being a creator of Napoleonic model
dioramas. He would often talk of the
detailed painting it took to properly
display the miniature model soldiers
that made up the battlefield representations. If you have ever seen one of
these, then you know what I am talking about.

w. Alboum HAt Co. InC.
presents

Authentic
Fife and Drum Corps Hats
For the finest quality headwear
you can buy. Call or Write:
(973)-371-9100 1439 Springfield Ave, Irvington, nJ 07111
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Davy is survived by his
wife, Rosemary Spargo Jones, his sons
Christopher, Michael and Brian Jones,
as well as his daughter Caitlyn. He is
Grandfather of Dylon, Danielle, Jackson, Alexandra and Stephanie Jones.
He is also survived by his mother-inlaw Theresa Spargo, five nieces and
four nephews. He was predeceased
by his first wife Margaret Jones and a
sister Evelyn Rozzi. A Mass of Christian burial took place at St. Georges
Church in Guilford, on Thursday, July
29th, and he was buried at Alder
Brook Cemetery on Boston Street, also
in Guilford.
So my friend, the time has come for
me to say good-bye. you will always
be with us as we march along the parade route, with your name forever
emblazoned on the “Mariner Oar.”
you will always be at my right when
we are singing our songs because that
is the way it has to be. Forgetting you
is not even a possibility. Remembering you is what I need to do, so the
songs live on. Peace.
Kevin Brown is a member of the Ancient
Mariners, Director of the Junior Colonials
of Westbrook, member of the Executive
Committee of The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, and Facilities Manager at the
Company Headquarters and Museum.
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bob uhL

THE
MUFFLED
DRUM
bob uhl, 81
new Jersey Colonial militia Fife & Drum Corps
may 12, 2010

Frank “swat” saum, 89
Lancraft bass Drummer
april 18, 2009

edward W. simpson, 86
Lancraft Indian Color
guard
may 31, 2010

adam robert Kosnoff, 87
Lancraft Indian Color
guards
august 8, 2010

Bob Uhl was a graduate of Brooklyn Technical High School and received his
bachelors and masters degrees in engineering from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. He also served in the United States Air Force, retiring as a captain in the Air Force Reserve.
His engineering mind was always on tap. Back on Patriots’ Day, April 19, 1775,
as a prelude to the bicentennial, the NJCM marched over the historic bridge at
Concord. The entire British army marched over it. The Colonial Minute Men
marched over it. But Bob Uhl stopped our color guard and suggested we breakstep. “Do not march in unison – might effect the structure of the bridge.”
He was a real hero with animal rescue and an avid supporter of Homeless
Tails. His big heart gave way on May 12, 2010.
We missed you at our Memorial Day picnic, Bob.
by Jack O’Brien

r
Important: obItuarIes

John “Jack” Countey, 83
Lancraft bass Drummer
september 9, 2010

John J. mcDonagh, 86
st. anselm
Charles t. Kirk
new York regimentals
august 15, 2010

If you know of a member of the fife and drum community who passes away, please notify the Ancient Times
immediately so we can ensure publication of a timely
and thoughtful obituary.
Contact the editor:
ancienttimes@companyoffifeanddrum.org, or
deirdre.sweeney@hotmail.com
I.

I
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The following Lancraft obituaries were prepared by Geroge Meinsen. George has been a fifer with Lancraft for 46
years and was President for three terms totaling 18 years. He presently serves as Quartermaster and Historian.
Prior to wwII, George was a snare drummer for seven years with Sons of american Legion Post 88 Drum & Bugle
Corps in Hamden, Connecticut starting in 1936.

Since 1888

P.O. BOX 28 • CLARK A VE., NOR1H HA VEN, CT 0647~0028 • TEL. (203) 789-9796

FranK “sWat”saum
Swat was born in Fairfield, Connecticut and lived
and worked in Fairfield all his long life.
He graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1941 and was a self-employed builder in the
greater Fairfield area. Frank was a Master Craftsman and featured in the Handyman Magazine in
2005. He maintained a large shop in the center of
Fairfield where he also made snare and bass drums
over many years.
Frank was a Mason, a longtime volunteer for the
Fairfield Fire Dept. #1, and a Bass Drummer for that
Fairfield Fife and Drum Corps which held many
popular musters.
His nickname “Swat” originated during those
years, and he joined Lancraft in 1963 where he became a long-time loyal and upbeat member: the
“life of many rehearsals.”
He was awarded Lancraft’s “Man-of-the-year” in
April, 1990.
Swat traveled to Switzerland with Lancraft in
1987, and as an “observer” in 2006. He was a WWII
veteran with service in the Navy. He was predeceased by his wife Fannie and son Frank, and is survived by son Hank, daughter Anne Forest, their
families of six grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren, and four sisters.
Swat was a patient for a short time at the West
Haven Veterans Hospital, and died at Connecticut
Hospice, April, 2009.

eD sImpson
Ed Simpson was born in New Haven Connecticut, attended St. Francis parochial school, the hotbed of
champion fifers and drummers, and Hillhouse High
School. He was a veteran of WWII, served with an M.P.
battalion attached to General Patton’s 3rd Army after
landing at Normandy Beach, D-30, July 1944.
After the war, Ed worked in transportation, yale University Police, and 25 years as Superintendant with
Mossberg sporting rifle manufacturers. He was “requisitioned” into Lancraft by “Long” John McGuire, our
6’-6” Drum Major, who needed an Indian Flag Bearer
for the T. Barnum Festival parade in Bridgeport, Connecticut on July 4th, 1956. He was planted in the middle
of the Corps as was the ancient tradition from early
century.
Ed continued as the last ‘lone” Indian until 1960
when a full 5 man Indian Color Guard with flags and
firing muskets was established as standard with the
Corps. He made the first of two Lancraft trips to Colonial Williamsburg, at the request of the Board of Governors, to demonstrate the ancient style of fifes and
drums. The Corps and Ed were presented with an authentic hand-made Williamsburg flag, or Grand Union
flag (1776).
Ed was an avid sportsman with sons and family, a
friendly Irishman, a storyteller, was funny, mischievous, easygoing, and with a network of many friends.
He leaves a wife of 63 years, two sons, a daughter, four
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. He was
awarded Lancraft “Man of-the-year” in April, 1996.
May your flag always fly high!
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aDam KosnoFF

Adam (Babe) Kosnoff was born and schooled in Hamden Connecticut, and worked for a short time in nearby
Winchester Repeating Arms Co. He joined the Army in
1941 and was assigned to the 91st Chemical Mortar Battalion, probably due to his Winchester experience manufacturing gun powder, ammunition and guns during
WWII. In Europe his unit was assigned to Gen. Patton’s
3rd Army, including the Battle of the Bulge.
After the war, he married in 1950 and moved to
Wallingford in 1954 where he raised two sons and two
daughters. He owned a roofing company, worked as a
roofer all his life with all the “pitfalls,” no pun intended,
and in later years turned the company over to his son
Brad. Adam spent the last few years trying to mend his
many occupational injuries, which never suppressed
his jolly upbeat personality.
Adam was very popular with the 5-man Indian Color
Guard, both as a flag carrier and as a firing gunner. His
heavy powder charges jolted the parade crowds awake
during every Lancraft song! He thoroughly enjoyed the
parades by kibbutsing with the crowds, especially the
children with his ever-ready tomahawk and scalp!
Adam was a faithful Corps member, and traveled to
Chicago in 1975 and to Switzer-land in 1987. He received the Lancraft “Man-of-the-year” Award in April,
1996. He enjoyed Lancraft events after retiring, and suffered only through a short illness into August, 2010.
Adam fought for freedom and continued our country’s
traditions with Lancraft, always the gentleman and
supporter.

John “JaCK” CounteY
Jack was born in Patterson, NJ in 1926, and attended
the Patterson schools. His early career was at the Piscatinney and Raritan army arsenals in New Jersey. He
started as a snare drummer in the Patterson area with
the St. George Jr. Drum & Bugle Corps, the Alexander
Hamilton Sr. Fife, Drum & Bugle Corps, and for a short
time with the Hawthorne Caballeros before moving to
Connecticut in 1955.
For the next 25 years, he drummed with the 2nd Company Governor’s Foot Guard Fife & Drum Corps in
New Haven. While active with the Foot Guard, Jack
played with the Gaelic Bagpipe Band during the 1960’s,
and with the old yalesville Sr. Fife & Drum Corps for
several years in the 1970’s. He joined Lancraft as a Bass
Drummer in 1991.
Jack worked in several local industrial concerns including 24 years with the Rockbestos Cable Co. as a
cable inspector. He married Delia Slattery of County
Galway, Ireland in 1960, and had one son Glenn. In
1993 Jack was elected an honorary member of St.
Mary’s Drum Band of Limerick, Ireland, and he has paraded with them several times.
He was very proud of St. Mary’s and enjoyed their
Irish hospitality and U.S. visits.
In recent years, after retirement, Jack has been a major
asset for the maintenance and supplies, and for the security of the Lancraft clubhouse. He received the Lancraft “Man-of-the-year” Award in April, 2004. Jack was
able to attend rehearsals, on the pads, as late as June before his illness put him down. May your drumming
never cease!

SweetHeArt fluteS
32 South Maple Street, Enfield, CT 06082

fIfeS: Colonial & Civil War models; Cloos repros;
Folk & Modern “engineered” - in many keys
fluteS: Irish style - keyed or keyless; Baroque, and Renaissance
wHIStleS: D&C - For Jigs & Reels!
Send for Brochure and/or Antique & Used flute list
Tel:(860) 749-4494 Email: Ralphsweet@aol.com
On the Web: www.sweetheartflute.com
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John J. mcDonagh
may 30, 1924 – august 15, 2010
st. anselm
Charles t. Kirk
new York regimentals
Composer
Instructor
Instrument maker
Champion Fifer

By FRANK KEENAN
The fife and drum corps world has lost a giant. Sunday, August 15, John J. McDonagh passed away, at age 86.
A World War II veteran whose college years were cut short by the war, John was
awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart for combat in the European Theater (Normandy, Belgium, Holland and Germany). A committed family man, John was married 47 years and raised three sons who went on to have successful careers. In
addition, John J. McDonagh is a legend in the fife and drum community where he
is recognized for his many contributions.
Although he was born in the Bronx, John spent his earliest years in Ireland where
he started school. He returned to the Bronx at age eight and shortly after, at age nine,
was introduced to the fife when he joined the St. Anselm’s Fife, Drum and Bugle
Corps in 1933. During his years as a fifer, John played with Charles T. Kirk Drum
Corps, wrote many arrangements for fife and drum, and instructed multiple drum
corps including St. Benedict’s. It is part of John’s legacy that his students have come
to be regarded as the finest fifers and musicians and his arrangements and compositions have become fife & drum standards.
John joined the New york Regimentals in 1955 and became the driving force behind the band’s success. He led the Regimentals until the late 1970’s when he took
a leave of absence, to focus on business and family matters. Through John’s leadership, the Ny Regimentals achieved a seven year unbeaten competitive record and
produced the finest fife and drum recordings to date.
In addition to being recognized in the drum corps community as the best fifer ever
heard, John made significant contributions to fife and drum as a composer, arranger,
instructor, the creator of the concert level chromatic fife, and the development of a
professional grade concert band which showcased the performance capabilities of
his chromatic fife, the sophistication of his arrangements, and the talents of the Ny
Regimentals. The chromatic McDonagh Model fife is considered the finest fife ever
produced. John’s fife playing capability was so advanced, world-renowned master
flutist Julius Baker suggested John team with him. John’s efforts producing a superior chromatic fife provided innovations Roy Seaman used in developing a "world
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John McDonagh was “one of a kind,” and will be remembered for his friendship, and contributions to the world of fife and drum. His unique combination of genius, discipline, and pragmatic reasoning ability allowed him to master and gain recognition in many arenas, including
music, history, and finance. John was an ardent student of history, especially U.S. Civil War history.
My association with John began as a young adult. Upon joining the Regiments John quickly
became a close friend and advisor, mentoring me on business matters, opening doors of opportunity, and providing counsel when needed. My experience was not unique, as John’s insights
provided guidance to many. Throughout the years John and I maintained close contact, working
together on projects and attending social events. Following my relocation to California, I visited
John during many of my trips to New york.
John was a kind, caring man, generous with his valuable advice, who despite an impressive
presence put people at ease. He possessed a keen sense of Irish humor and enjoyed exchanging
humorous stories. John’s extensive knowledge of many subjects, disarming manner, and ability
to relate with all he met, allowed him to easily discuss issues of the day, business matters, and
music with an expertise that few possess.
For 35 years, John McDonagh worked for a leading New England Life agency located in New
york City where he was widely admired for his knowledge, integrity, work ethic, and commitment to helping others. John recruited and trained scores of agents who went on to successful
careers in the fields of financial and estate planning. He developed the Agency Estate Planning
Department and was highly respected for his knowledge in this field. John earned both Chartered
Life Underwriter and Chartered Financial Consultant degrees from the American College in Bryn
Mawr, Pennsylvania.
John was predeceased by his beloved wife of 47 years Audrey. He is survived by sons John,
Daniel, and Mark; granddaughter Pamela; grandsons Matthew and Michael; and his great-grandson Jonathan.
Rest in Peace, John J. McDonagh
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Description

BK001

The Company Music Book - Vol.I

$19

BK002

The Company Music Book - Vol. II

$24

Mail Order Form

BK003

The Company Music Book - Vol. III

$15

BK024

The Company Music Book - Vol. IV

$15

BK004

Camp Duty Music Book (CFD)

$18

shIp to:

BK005

The Muffled Drum (CFD)

$5

BK006

Tunes of the Hudon Valley - Vol.I (Attanasio & Grady)

$10

Name

BK007

Tunes of the Hudon Valley - Vol.II (Attanasio & Grady)

$14

BK008

Camp Dupont Music Book

$7

Address

BK009

Chas. T. Kirk Fife Music Book

$15

BK010

American Rudimental Method Drum Book (Classey)

$7

BK011

Better, Stronger, Faster (Bill Hart)

$10

BK012

25 Tunes to make Your Face fall Off (Lussier)

$7

BK013

John McDonagh Fife Instruction Manual

$12

BK014

110 Military Drum Duets (Munier)

$12

BK015

40 Rudimental Drum Beats (Perrilloux)

$7

BK016

14 Modern Contest Solos (Pratt)

$7

BK017

The New Pratt Book - Contest Solos for Snare Drum ( Pratt)

$10

BK018

Rudimental Solos for Accomplished Drummers (Pratt)

$13

BK019

The Solo Snare Drummer - Vol. I (Pratt - Schinstine - Moore)

$10

BK020

Sturtze Drum Book

$19

BK021

Sons of Liberty Music Book

$14

BK022

Roy Watrous Book

$12

BK026

John J. McDonagh Fife & Drum Band Comp. & Arr.

$15

BK027

John J. McDonagh Advanced Fifing Comp. & Arr.

$15

BK028

The Swiss Drummer Book w/ CD *NEW* *EXCLUSIVE*

$40

CD001

The Company Music Book CD - Vol. I (set of 2)

$16

CD002

The Company Music Book CD - Vol II (set of 2)

$16

CD003

Camp Lincoln (Emerick)

$16

CD004

200 Years of Fife & Drum in America (N.Y. Regimentals)

$16

AP001

The Company Cap, embroidered, light blue or navy blue

$16

AP002

The Company Cap, screened

$15

AP004

The Company Polo Shirt, blue - (circle size) S M L XL XXL

$24

AP005

The Company Sweat Shirt, blue - (circle size) S M L XL XXL

$22

AP006

The Company T-Shirt, blue - (circle size) S M L XL XXL

$12

AP006N

T-shirt, natural, CFD Logo (circle size) M L XL XXL

$12

AP007

The Company T-Shirt, blue, Child - (circle size) M L

$10

AP008

T-Shirt, natural, Flag Drum - (circle size) L XL

$14

AP009

Jaybird T-Shirt - (circle size) M L XL XXL

$12

AP012

The Company White Polo Shirt (M, L, XL, XXL) *NEW*

$24

Music Books

The Company
Store

Item#

City
State
Zip

Important! In case we need to
contact you about your order:
Phone:

Company store
The Company of
Fifers & Drummers
P.O. Box 277
Ivoryton, CT 06442-0277

Apparel

Make Check Or Money
Order Payable to:
The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, Inc.
please send this order form
with your payment to:

Music CDs

Email:

Shipping & Handling
$4
$6
$8
$10
$12

Total Amount Due
(from total at right)

Price

25

Total

(add $2 for XXL on all shirts above)

Other Merchandise

up to $9.99
$10-$49.99
$50-$99.99
$100-$199.99
$200 or over

Qty

OM002

The Company Lapel Pin

$4

OM003

The Company Museum Pin

$3

OM004

Muster Up a Meal Cookbook (CFD)

$3

OM005

The Company Patch, embroidered

$4

OM006

The Company Portfolio, blue nylon, zippered

$8

OM008

The Company Window Decal

$1

OM011

John McDonagh in Fife & Drum, A Biography

$5

OM012

The Company Mug (Pewtarex)

$30

OM013

Spirit of ‘76 Shot Glass

$4

OM014

The Company Coffee Mug

$5

OM015

The Company Water Bottle w/ Clip (blue) *NEW*

$5

SubTotal

$

Shipping & Handling (see chart at left)

$

Connecticut Residents Add 6% Sales Tax (Apparel not taxable)

$

TOTAL

$

_
_1 _ _ _ ______.____________
$

CALENDAR

through January 2011
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P.O. Box 277
Ivoryton, CT 06442-0277

november 20, 2010 - Ivoryton, Ct Company executive/general meetings
Time: Saturday, November 20
Executive Committee Meeting: 11:00 AM
General Meeting: 1:30 PM
Jam Session to Follow
Location: The Museum of Fife & Drum/Company HQ, Ivoryton, CT
Contact: The Company, 860-767-2237
Email:
companyhq@companyoffifeanddrum.org
Web: www.companyoffifeanddrum.org
December 3-5, 2010- st. augustine, FL british night Watch & grande Illumination
Host: The British Nightwatch Committee
Location: various locations in
St. Augustine, FL
Parade: 8PM, Saturday December 4th
Contact: Scott Manny, 904-501-6562
Email: bnw@aug.com
Website: www.britishnightwatch.org
December 11, 2010 - old saybrook, Ct old saybrook Christmas muster
40th annual muster
Host: The Alumni of Colonial Saybrook F&D
Location: Old Saybrook, CT
Time: 6 PM, Saturday, December 11th
Contact: Bill Reid, 860-575-7224 (cell)
860-399-6571 (evening)
Email: military.historians@snet.net
Notes: Regardless of rain or snow. Starts at
Coulter Street and proceeds down Main Street
to the Town Hall, followed by a muster for the
hardy. By invitation only.
January 15, 2011 - Westbrook, Ct martin D. andrews memorial scholarship
Jam session (marty Jam)
Location: Westbrook Elks Club
Time: 4 PM to Midnight, Saturday, January 15
Contact: Michael Andrews, 860-585-8456,
mickeyfife@aol.com or Peter Andrews,
860-673-2929
Notes: 20th annual jam session to benefit the
Martin D. Andrews Memorial Scholarship
Fund. Refreshments available, raffle.
Donation: Adults $5.00, Juniors: $3.00

Cooperman
Handcrafted
Fifes,Drums,&
Drumsticks
and Repair and Restoration Services for

Contemporary and Antique Rope Drums

From log to finished concert-quality instruments,
Cooperman's drums, fifes, and sticks are the proud
product of over 50 years of dedication to traditional
high-quality workmanship.
Visitors to our Vermont shop are always welcome. Pick
up and delivery of repair work may be arranged.

Cooperman

TM

1007 Route 121, P O Box 821, Bellows Falls, VT 05101
Voice 802 463 9750 Fax 802 463 4123 Web www.cooperman.com Email: JEllis@cooperman.com

