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2011 JUNIOR FIFE &DRUM CAMP
Registration has begun for our annual Junior Fife & Drum Camp!!!
Junior Fife & Drum Camp Dates: July 12 -15, 2011
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Hello to our fife ana Drum Community!

11

We are so ex ited to offer this caf!l...P to our I.dos once again. This
is the future of our Company of Fifers &Drummers. Please, if you
can, help sup_port the camp. Log onto www.jrfdc.org to see camp
highligfits. Tfiere you will Iind information regarding instructors,
pictures and video of prior camps. Also, there is a link for registration, camp schedules, donations, and much more!
donations to: (:ap Corduan
~8 Wal ton Street
hburg, MA 01420
il:

ainclam@comcast.net
ell: 978-660-0924
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Rod_y~r,

ontrary to expectation, J
have learned that desperate pleas can elicit a positive response. The Ancient Times
has a new advertising manager.
Robert Kelsey, a former member
of the Ancient Mariners' color
guard, has generously offered to
assume the position. I would like
to thank him for volunteering for
this responsibility, as I think the
ads section will definitely benefit
from having someone solely focused on ads.
I'd also like to acknowledge our
writers in the current and the last
issues of the A11cie/lt Times. We
now have people contacting us
with article ideas, and even fully
written pieces, for the magazine.
It feels like the Times has begun to
"write itself." So please do keep it
coming. One could say that our
"preferred thanks" for this publication is a contribution in article
form.
As a kind of addendum to the
above, please note that any and all
corps are welcome to send in
pieces for our Profile of a Company
Corps feature. The New York Ancients were the first corps to submit an article specifically intended
for that feature. Others are certainly welcome to follow suit.
In this edition, I'd like to draw
your attention to several articles in
the back of the issue from Company officers. To cut straight to the
point, TJ,e Company needs financial help: namely with fundraising
efforts and 2010 flood recovery.
Those so blessed with the means
to help should
cont. 011 p. 15
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l.eft: Paul Hogman, the
last surviving founding
member of Menotomy

Below: Fifers and
drummers at this year's
jam session
P/,otogrnp/ry ro11rtesy
ofTn11yn \.1orrisett

MENOTO MY MINUTEMEN CELEBRATE
40TH ANNIVERSARY
BY MARYANNE MASTERSON

unteers, The 4H Fife and Drum, Third afternoon is the raffle which is exMaine, Bluff Point Quahog Diggers, pertly run by Paul Hagman to defray
n the midst of a long, snowy New Kentish Guards, Stow Minutemen, the cost of the hall. Many generously
England winter, a summer of pa- Uxbridge Minutemen, the Ancient donate gifts to the raffle, and nearly
rades and fife and drum musters Mariners and, of course, the \11eno- everyone purchases tickets. Special
seems very far away. Some 20 years tomy Minutemen (Apologies if l've thanks to fifer / winemaker Carmin
ago while discussing the many missed anyone!).
Calabrese who provides a few bottles
months with no fife and drum event,
This is a very special year for the of his wine which become the most
Kathy Barry of the Menotomy Mmute- Menotomy Minutemen as it marks the highly contested prizes. The refreshmen and Tom Connolly of the Union 40th anniversar} of the revival of the ments are provided bv the members of
Brigade conceived of an indoor jam organization. In 1971, a group of Ar- Menotomy, and thanks arc owed to
session / party for the fife and drum lington citizens came together "to per- Carol and Bill Mahoney, Ed and Beth
community to be held in early Febru- petuate the memory and achievements Hurley, Tom Potter, John Graham and
ary as a break from the winter dol- of the Menotomy Minutemen'' who on especially to Jim and Charlotte Bruno
drums. And so in 1992 a hall was hired the original Patriots Day April 19, 1775 for setting up, decorating the hall and
and all were invited to the first "Mid- fought the bloodiest battle of the day then the cleanup at the end of the
Winter Madness."
in Menotomy \.\ hilc the Regulars \.\.'ere evening.
In honor of our 40th anniversary, the
The Menotomv Minutemen agreed retreating back to Boston from the batto sponsor the annual party since our ties in Lexington and Concord. Sadly, Menotom} "1inutemen would like to
hometown of Arlington, Massachu- only one founding member is now left invite all who have ever been a memsetts is ill-suited for holding a tradi- with Menotomy, Paul Hagman. A mo- ber (and all our friends) to join us for
tional muster. This year's incarnation ment of silence was observed for long- this year's Patriot~ Day parade in Arwas held on February 13th at the Ar- time Mcnotomy Minuteman, Fred lington on Sunday April 17th. We are
lington Knights of Columbus Hall and Sennott, who passed away late last hoping to ha\e our best turnout yet.
And please mark your calendar for fuwas attended by better than 60 musi. year.
cians. Corps represented included the
Each year the MidWinter Madness ture Mid Winter Madnesses always
Sudbury Ancients, William Diamond includes lots of jamming and lots of held on a Sunday afternoon one week
Juniors, Middlesex Cou:;.nt~y-------catching up among old after the Super Bowl.
lv1nryn1111c is t/w
Vol. . :;
friends. The highlight of the

I

musicmnstcr for the
Me11otomy M11111tc111e11 of Arli11gto11,
MA. Sire beg1111 fifi11g ma11y, 1111111y

years ago wit/1 St.
Benedict's i11 tlze
Bro11x, NY.
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Profile of a Company Corps
'

The New York Ancients Senior
Fife & Drum Corps
elebrating our 35th year, 'The
Ancients' were founded in
February 1976 as a new corps
resulting from the merging of the former Chippewa Corps and Regimentals, each a founding member corps of
The Company ofFifers & Dru111111ers. Our
early rehearsal hall was the former carriage house of St. Paul's Church,
Mount Vernon, NY, now a National
Historic Site. Over the years, musicians have joined us from the GloversMarblehead Corps, St. Joseph's
Brigade and St. Benedict's as well as
others from throughout the MetroNew York area and beyond.
Under the initial music direction of
Frank Keenan on fife and Bill Westhall
on drum, the Ancients were active by
the time that first season got underway, participating in Field Days, Bicentennial Events and the Deep River
Muster. Other early members of note
included Jimmy Douglas, Jim McEleney and Joe Wilburn. Our mission is
to perpetuate the style and spirit of
New York fifing and drumming. Included in our repertoire are many
drum corps standards such as PollyWally, Huntington, and Sailor's Horn-

C

pipe. In addition to our own arrangemen ts, the Ancients perform many
classic New York corps' pieces among
them Chippewa's Fanner Went to Hell,
Regimental's Paddy's Day in New York,
and The Sons of Liberty's Brinn Boru.
Over the years, the Ancients have
participated in many notable events
up and down the east coast from
Mount Vernon, Virginia to Halifax,
Nova Scotia. We continue to be active
throughout the region at musters, parades and ceremonies. This year the
corps once again marched in the annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in New
York City as it has for over 25 years.
Many members are among those
who were there from the very beginning. Some members are second generation Ancients including Teresa and
John Peregine, children of George
'Pepe' Peregine; Eileen Coyle, da ughter of deceased member, Tom O'Keefe;
Walter Sprance and son, Michael.
Members take great pride in the fact
that we not only come together as musicians, but also as lifelong friends and
comrades. Together, we've taken a
number of family weekends and
cruises, combining the three 'P's' -

Fast Facts
Founded:
1976 in New York, NY
Contact Address:
Paul Lenci at 3 Alvin Circle,
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
Telephone & Email:
845-454-8354,
paul.lenci@gmail.com
Website: www.nyancients.org
President: Karen Kjchl
Fife Leader: Mike Bonomo
Drum Leader: Fred Wasserman
Drum Major: Teresa Percgine
Business Manager: Paul Lenci

practicing, performing and partying.
A highlight for many drum corps
friends of the New York Ancients is
our annual party and jam session, held
in the Bronx on the fourth Saturday of
November on Thanksgiving weekend.
Our website has the details and directions.
We welcome new members or those
who perhaps have been away from fifing and drumming and want to get
back. Visit our website, www.nyancients.org and press the 'Contact' button. Mike Bonomo leads the fife line
and Fred Wasserman, the drum line.
We'd love to hear from you.
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Profile of a Company Corps Questionnaire
Name of Corps_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Website_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Address· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Phone Number- - - - - - - - - - - Date Founded_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Home Town._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

President or Director_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Business Manager_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Fife Sergeant_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Drum Sergeant._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Music Dircctor_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Drum Major_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Contact Person_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Email_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Junior, Senior, or Combined?_ _ _ _ _ __
Notable Members

Mission of the Corps

Unique and Interesting Corps Facts

Activities of Interest
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More Misadventures in 'Tuneology'

HEY! JOHNNIE COPE
BY DEIRDRE SWEENEY
n February, I was listening to a
newly-acquired CD, Traditional
Irish Flute Music, recorded in the
late 70s by Fintan Vallely, of the very
musical Vallely family from Armagh,
Ireland. Among the tracks was a sixpart march, which I first noticed
mainJy because of its length and because it almost sounded like several
tunes strung together except that the
whole thing repeated again. After listening, I took a look at the names of
the tracks and noticed the title Jo'11111y
Cope. I was startled because I play
Hey! Jolmnie Cope with Sudbury and
was somewhat disappointed with myself that I hadn't recognized the tune
when he played it. As you have correctly guessed, that very long march
was Johnny Cope, conveniently obfuscated by variations in the two parts
I' rn familiar with and the addition of
four more parts.
I've always known Het;! Johnnie Cope
as a Scottish Jacobite tune. For those
who don't recaJI, the Jacobites were
the supporters of the Stuart claim to
the British throne, loosely united
around the idea that your own devil
(Scottish, sometimes Catholic) is better
than the other guys' devil (English, always Protestant). The Stuarts had been
on the throne until, first, the Puritan
Cromwell, who never encountered a
heinous atrocity he didn't love, decided Charles I's body no longer required its head in 1649, and, second,
Parliament invited the Dutch Protestant William of Orange to the throne

I

in the "Glorious" Revolution of 1688,
so-called because most of the blood
spilled was Irish when "kings" Jimmy
and Billy took a tumble together by the
banks of the Boyne in July of 1690. The
Scots and not a few Irish spent the next
half-century trying to return the Stuarts to the throne, still under the delusion that the right man in the right
position could somehow solve the
overwhelming awfulness of English
colonial oppression. This "lone gunman" theory of social change remains
popular even though history consistently demonstrates its absurdity.
Back to our Mr. Cope then. The
tune, or at the very least its words, is
generally credited to Adam Skirving,
a Scotsman from East Lothian, Scotland. Skirving's popular lyrics mock
Sir John Cope, an Englishman who led
the Hanoverian Army against the rebellious Scots to a resounding defeat
at the Battle of Prestonpans in 1745
during the second Jacobite Rising
(note: the Scots won the battle but lost
the war):

families," documented a version of

Johnnie Cope from the 1940s similar to
our vision in the first part, but that, to
many in the modern fife and drum
community, would bear a strong (and
by strong I really mean identical) resemblance to Pnddy 011 the Hnndcnr in
the second part. Interestingly, Bayard
speculates that second parts like ours
are the product of the vocal version of
U-le tune and that they mimic another
well-known fife tune, Bnlquhidder
Lnsses - a point also made by scholar
Frank Kidson who documented aversion of 8alqu/1idder Lasses in the late
19th century (Bayard, 379; JFSS n, Kidson, 260). If we indulge our geekiness
a li.ttle more, it's noteworthy to suggest
those two tunes have a common origin
as, at least in Sudbury, we play both
together as a medley and I hadn't really noticed the structural similarities
between them until now. Bayard also
draws connections between Joltnnie
Cope and several other tunes he
recorded in his fieldwork: Keep Off tlte
Grnss, Tennessee Wagoners, and Missis-

sippi Sawyer.
Chorus:
Hey! Johnnie Cope,
Are ye wauking yet?
Or are your drums a-beating yet?
If ye were wauking I wad wait
To gang to the coals i' the morning.

Of course, none of this really explains the roots of the elongated Irish
tune. Certainly Jo/11wy has made the
rounds between Scotland, the United
States, and, of course, Canada, and to
be honest I didn't begin researching
the tune's rambles amid Cape Breton
In his large collection of Pennsylvan- fiddlers, nor could I get hold of several
ian folk tunes, Dnnce to the Fiddle, very early Irish collections which feaMnrch to the Fife, scholar Samuel Ba- ture Johnny. The Irish band Planxty
yard, who devoted many hours of re- also played Johnny Cope on their
search to tracing what he called "tune album, Cold Blow
cont. 011 p. 6
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cont.from p. 5 and the Rainy
Night, pairing
the traditional vocal melody with the
long Irish march. They attribute it to
the p laying of the Kerry fiddler
Padraic O'Keefe and the collecting of
piper Seamus Ennis. That other ubiquitous resource "poorly documented
internet speculation" claims that O' Keefe simply composed variations on
the original tune and/ or an uncle of
his who spent time in Ohio brought
back this version from Scottish neighbors there.
In short, the more we know the less

we know.
by Fra11k Kidso11, Journal of the FolkIf anyone fancies trying the Irish Song Society, No. 6, Vol. II. 1906.
Johnny on the fife, it would probably
be best to modify the tune slightly as
If you would like to listen to Hey!
this version is based on Irish flute ]o/111111e Cope sung:
playing which substitutes certain or1. Ewan MacColl with Peggy Seeger,
naments for what would otherwise TIie Jacobite Rebellions, 1994 (Ossian reconstitute dull and repetitive phras- lease).
2. Planxty, Cold Blow and the Rainy
ing.
Night, 1974.
Sources:
1. Samuel P. Bayard, editor. Dance to
Note: The title of this tune, or related
the Fiddle, March to the Fife: l11stru111e11tal tunes, is spelled differently in each
Folk T1111es in Pe1111sylvania, 1982.
source (Sudbury, Vallely, Bayard, etc.).
2. Frank Kidson, Scotch T1111e Collected

Comparing two versions of Johnny Cope ...
The first version of the tune below is taken from the archives of The Sudbury Ancient Fyfe & Drum Companie. The
second version on the page opposite is taken from Fintan Vallcly's recording, Trad1tio11al Jric;/1 Flute Music. As I learned
the latter tune by ear, it is possible that errors occurred in the process of notation.

Hey! Johnnie Cope Are Ye Wauken Yet?
Adam Skirving, traditional Scottish
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Johnny Cope
traditional

&11 JJllJ d1 IEf Err nIpJ3JJJJ I .JJJJJJJJ I -OJJJ d1 I FJ JJJ I
3

3

,. rFFHru1fJJJJ. :Ill:~ I crrrr JI qtC!LE[rl FrrfF [rl

$!s-rrrcr~1
ecrrr w Icrrcrr r.r1 c!Urru1 JJJJJ. :ffJ
-----.i
□ 3

$&rrr;J JJ1 tcrCitccr1 iJJJBD1 rrrrera1 rruJ JJ1
3

Mtucrr tJI tlUrrr;1 JJJJJ. =Il =~ I cf[rt---ef1£f&t([fj
3

;• rrrrrrrr I rrrcrrcr I crrrr cr1 mrcar Ir P[Uf IJJJJJ. :1m

r P[Eijl EE(FfFUI r Petal r Er[ErJI P[Fijl ULF[prl
r cd'.fF [rl iJJJJ. =ll= 1f,r EEfr1W,r CEfF IFf rtl Eetrr fl
F"

F"

1

Kentish
Guards
Perform
BY RICHARD SHERYKA

O

n November 19th of last year
the Kentish Guards Fife &
Drum Corps had the rare
privilege of playing aboard the USS
Constitution, berthed in the US Na\'y
Shipyard in Charlestown, Massachusetts. The Constitution is still an active
US Navy ship, the oldest active ship of
any navy in the world, and a very distinguished ship, having heroically distinguished itself repeatedly during the
War of 1812. The ship may be visited
and is a very popular tourist destination, but it is also a very tempting terrorist target due to its symbolic value.
Special, advance permission had to be
obtained by the Kentish Guards to
bring their Drum Majors' espontoon
aboard, since it is classified as a
weapon.
The occasion for the Corps' performance was the Change-of-Command
Ceremony of the Centennial Legion of
Military Commands, an association of
historic militia companies formed in
1876, the centennial of the United
States, as an effort to reunite in fellowship these historic units, many of
whom had fought against each other

in the Civil \Var (1860-1865). The
Change-of-Command Ceremony was
organized by the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts, the senior militia unit in the
United States and host for the Centennial Legion Convention held in Boston
in 2010. The Kentish Guards, chartered
in 1774 with two fifers and two drummers organized by Nathanael Greene,
are member units of the Centennial
Legion, as are the Pawtuxet Rangers
and the 2nd Company Governor's
Foot Guard, who also have active fife
and drum corps.
The ceremony, a millennia old military tradition, publically acknowledged CPT Edgar Hebert of the
Federal Blues of Warren, Rhode Island
retiring as Centennial Legion Commander after two one-year terms (the
maximum allowed) to COL Huston
Spencer of the Old Guard of the Gate
City Guard of Atlanta, Georgia. The
ceremony, which attracted commanders and/ or representatives of militia
companies from the whole East Coast,
was further graced with the presence
of Commander Timothy M. Cooper,
the skipper of the Constitution, and of

Major General Robert T Bray, the Adjutant General of Rhode Island and
Commander of its National Guard.
This was followed by the flag retirement ceremony at sunset as the US
Flag of the ship was lowered at nightfall with proper honors and a cannon
salute. The KGF&DC played for an extended period before the ceremony as
the participants gathered and played
The Star Spn11gled Ba1111er as part of the
US Flag retirement. They concluded
the evening with a rousing medley of
U.S. Armed Forces songs, much to the
delight of the militiamen, most of
whom were also Armed Forces veterans, and to a large tour boat, which
had pulled-up nearby.
After the ceremony all aboard were
allowed to visit the ship and afterwards were transported to the Warren
Tavern, nearby in Charlestown. The
tavern was the first building built after
the British had burned the town during the Battle of Bunker Hill. Apparently the Patriots knew their priorities.
Before the ceremonies aboard the Constitution, each of the visiting militia
units had the opportw1ity to have their
unit's flag flown above the Constitu-
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Aboard the
USS Constitution
tion. This included the Kentish
Guards' flag, which was designed in
1791, coincidentally the same year that
the Constitution was built. The KG
flag is white because on February 28,
1778 (a traditional practice well before
this) an army regulation was passed to
have all regimental flags the color of
the unit's. The New England Continental uniform was blue with white
trim and so their regimental flags
would be white with a design superimposed to identify the unit. The Kentish Guards were not a regiment, but
in 1791 they decided to give themselves a flag and so followed this pattern. The flag's canton (upper
right-hand comer) is red with a Rhode
Island anchor and a Federal eagle. On
the eagle's chest is a shield with 16
stripes and over the eagle are 16 stars
as there were 16 states in the union
when the flag was designed.
The Kentish Guards uniforms are
modern copies of the ones that they
wore during the 1790s. These were
readopted in 1928. Some of the 1928's
uniform pieces are still being worn
today. After World War I there was a
resurgence of interest in 'historic uni-

forms' by the old militia companies,
who were tired of the drab colored
wliforms adopted in the modern era.
One decadent touch is the wearing of
brass buttons on their leggings, instead of more sensible plain buttons.
This extravagance is documented as
having been adopted in 1807.
Historically the espontoon was used
only by officers as a tool to 'line-up
their troops' and as a defensive
weapon (by a man on foot against a
mounted opponent). A fife and drum
corps (usually serving a regiment)
would be directed by their drum
major with a mace. The U.S. Army Old
Guard Fife & Drum Corps in their past
history misplaced their mace and used
a halberd (a long handled battle axe),
which was used by non-commissioned
officers usually in the rear of troop formations to 'keep troops in line,' as a
means of self-defense, and to snag any
deserters or laggards. Beginning in the
1960s, the Old Guard influenced many
other corps to adopt the espontoon for
their drum majors as the halberd that
the Old Guard used was very stylized
and closely resembled an espontoon.
The espontoon that the Kentish

Guards use is an exact copy of a British
Revolutionary War era es pontoon. The
copy was made from a museum sample.
Richard Sheryka was one of t/,e original
members of f/,e Ke11tisl1 Guards Fife &
Drum Corps when it was reorganized in
1966. A fifer, he was the Corp< first Fife
Sergeant. He left to attend college, but returned in 1974 in time for the Kentish
Guards' 200f/1 A1111iversary, and has been
wifl, the Corps ever since, serving again as
Fife Sergeant for several years a11d for a
term ns the Kentislz Guards' Commander.

~
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Top left: J<cntish Guards at ease
Top righ'ti Ken ti sh Guards' espontoon ~
.J>l,otogmplry c.011rtr.sy of Emile Joyal- · 0
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perfect, wearing many different hats.
From 1976 to 1981, he served as President of The Company. Then, he served
as Editor of its publication, the Ancient
Times, for ten years, and stayed on the
Ancient Times Committee for many
years after. Along the way, he assisted
in numerous fife and drum musters.
Due to his clear dedication to The ComBY BILL BOUREGY & RICHARD pany and high degree of participation,
Mo was elevated to a position of
SHERYKA
Trustee, the small elite group of five
ieutenant Colonel Maurice (at the time) that consisted of the
"Mo" Schoos passed away on founding members (Bill Gallagher, Ed
March 4th, 2011: two months Olsen and Bill Pace) and a membershy of his 96th birthday. He was a from-the-beginning (Buzz Allen). Mo
member of the Kentish Guards, Rhode and his wife, Eleanor, became a lifeIsland Militia since 1947, and had time members of The Company. For a
served as its Executive Officer, which
earned him his Lieutenant Colonel's
commission. LTC Schoos was twice
awarded the Rhode Island Militia's
Meritorious Service Medal. Part of a
small group of Guardsmen who reorganized the KG Fife & Orum Corps in
1966, he never ceased supporting the
Corps, first as a color guard and then
as a bass drummer. He also served as
the Corps' Business Manager for
decades, establishing a strong financial organization. A mechanical engineer, he designed and built snare
drums for the Corps, and painted the
heraldic design on the drum shells. He
managed the National Fife & Drum
Muster when it was held in East
Greenwich in 1977, despite having
'gallbladder problems,' an occurrence
remembered in the fife and drum
medley named Gallbladder, arranged in
1977 and still played today.
From nearly the very beginning, Mo long time, Mo was the KGF&DC Delwas a meaningful cornerstone to Tlze egate to Tlze Compa11y, and as his age
Company of Fifers & Dnnnmers. The progressed he finished with the posiKGF&OC became a member corps in tion of Alternate Delegate. During the
1966, and for over 40 years Mo's par- last decade of the second milJennium
ticipation at Company meetings and and the first decade of the third, Mo
events was superlative. Right through read The Company Prayer at the open2010, except during medical difficul- ing of all general meetings when he
ties, his attendance record was close to was there. Throughout all his roles
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and positions in fife and drum, however, he was always "Mo Schoos." As
the KGs had come to realize long ago,
Mo had a highly traditional, conservative track, and he never failed to deliver his verdict of "this is what's best
for T11e Company." With his engineering background, and his strong Belgian traits, he set The Compa11y in the
right direction again and again, and
fostered permanent accomplishments
for the organization that exist to this
day.
For years, Mo was integrally involved with the founders' idea for The
Compa11y to establish an Endowment
Fund. Finally, in 1998, he took it upon
himself to spearhead the task. He sent
in the KG version of an endowment
fund format as a sample. With perseverance, by 2000 he submitted a formal proposal to the Executive
Committee to set up the Fund. He
worked for months with Tile Company
hierarchy and volunteered legal counsel to finalize The Company of Fifers &
Drummers Endowment Fund Trust,
and got it approved at the June 2000
meeting. He hand-carried the Trust to
the Deep River Ancient Muster and
got most of the Executive Committee's
signatures. He followed up flawlessly,
and at the Westbrook Muster he delivered the fully-signed Trust to Tlie Company's assistant legal counsel, who
forwarded it to Ed Olsen for permanent storage in The Company Archives.
As of today, the Endowment Fund
stands at over $75,000 as a resource for
Tlie Company's future, thanks to Mo
Schoos.
In the realm of simplicity and
beauty, for decades Mo showed up
with the KGF&DC for parades,
musters and other events as the
Corps's lead bass drummer. If the KGs
were there, Mo was there. This continued as long as his legs could carry him
and his drum, well into his eighties.
And when he could no longer march,
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he joined each event as a spectator,
with all his brightness and enthusiasm
still coming out. Of course, the KGs received his review of their performance
and appearance as soon as the Drum
Major ordered, "You are dis-missed!"
Frequently, when the Corps saw a
smile the review would be, "You
sounded good. You all looked good."
But with equal or greater frequency,
there would be a scowl, and comments like, "I couldn't really hear you
- you have to play louder!" and "That
didn't sound very good - needs some
more practice!" and, at least twice a
year, "Those uniforms need to be
cleaned!"
For the Kcntish Guards, it is clear
that the Corps is what it is today because of Mo. For nearly 40 years, he
had a tight grip on the reins. What Mo
said, the Corps did. When the guys in
the ranks were mostly in their 20's and
30's, there may have been a lot of

grumbling and growling ("Shessh!
Can you believe Schoos says we have
to do this?!"). But today, there is bristling pride in the Corps that Maurice's
leadership was on the right track, leaving a legacy that (hopefully!) will
never be broken. He had an interesting
way of imposing his dictates on 20
Corps members without ever bringing
up the choice to resign as an alternative.
His attendance with The Company
was just an extension of how he was
with the Corps. Right up to early
2011, he showed up every Wednesday
night at the Armory in East Greenwich, and put his two-cents into every
discussion. Some people learned the
sense of consistency and doing-rightno-matter-w hat when his comments
this year were the same as they had
heard 20 and 30 and 40 years ago ("So
- what are we doing about recruitment? We need to find more men for
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this Corps!"). Mo knew what he was
doing when he had the gumption to
take control when he could in his
younger days, as it earned him a status
that still had people listening and
doing what he said well into his tenth
decade of life - even if it was getting
more and more frequent for him to call
out, "Say that again - I can't really
hear you!"
Many recall that whether Mo was
marching or not, he would often be
singing a fife and drum tune whenever a corps was playing: sometimes
softly, sometimes out loud. Clearly,
his heart was always full of ancient
martial music.
The KGF&DC dedicated their Then
and Now CD-recording to him and
honored him with a special ceremony
at their CD-release party at the Armory on May 9th, 2009. He is sun ived
by two children, Maureen Tortolanni
and Geoffrey Schoos, four grandchildren and three great grandchildren,
and countless fifers and drummers.

BJ/I Bouregy is 2nd Vice President,
L.•gal Cou11sl'i, and Chairman of the Endowment F11nd Committee for Tire Compn11y, and n11 individual member since
1990. For tire Ke11tisl1 Guards Fife &
Drum Corps, Ire is a Fife Corporal a11d TI1e
Company Delegate. His i11trod11ction to
the world offife and drn111 occurred by atte11di11g the Deep River A11cient M11ster in
1985, prompting J,im to re-locate from
New Jersey to Deep River i11 1993, jo111 the
Muster Co1111111ttee 111 1996 and estaM,sl,
the Muster Scholarship i11 1997. He is currently a Director E111ent11sfor the DRAM.
For i11for111at1011 011 Richard Sheryka,
please see tl1t' n11tlror's note nt tire liottom
of page 1111,e.
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Massachusetts Corps Gather for Annual Bedford Pole Capping
n a sunny and warm Saturday, April 9th, a
number of fife and drum corps from eastern
Massachusetts gathered for the annual Bedford Pole Capping, held at Wilson Park, Bedford,
MA and organized by the Bedford Minuteman Company. Corps and militia march a short distance to
Wilson Park where a Liberty Pole is raised in defiance of King George and a Bedford minuteman
climbs the pole to place a red liberty cap atop it.
British troops try to arrest the alleged miscreant but
usually depart amidst much booing and hissing.

0

The event marks the start of the Patriot's Day season
for many of the attending corps and militia.

2.

1.
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Starting at the top right-hand corner of page 12:
1. Corps and militia gather for the
start of the parade.
2. Bedford minutemen erect the
Liberty Pole.
3. A member of the Bedford Company climbs the pole.
4. He descends after fixing the liberty cap atop the pole.
5. The British depart amidst jeers
after mocking the patriots and
dwelling on sore points in our
democracy, such as recent Congressional budget debacles, and
lamenting that they cannot call in
an airstrike to defeat the rebels as
we might in a similar situation.
Photograph #1 courtesy of Bria11
P/11111b
All otlrer photograpliy courtesy of
Eileen Rodgers
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Farewell from the President
BY SYLVIA HOOGHKIRK
ear Friends, can it reaJly be
that four years have gone by
already? Or should it be
"Thank God" the four years are over?
I guess it depends on which side of the
President's desk you are on. I can't say
that I wasn't forewarned. I was married to a Company President for four
years. I thought that maybe I could inject some new energy and some ideas
into an organization that I have believed in more than half my life. I was
full of passion and energy. I vowed to
attend all The Company events that I
possibly could. 1 think, to the best of
my ability, I have done just that. I
went to three Midwest Freezer Jam
Conferences as your Company President. I attended two Florida Ancient
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Musters and visited various corps
practices and activities from New
York State to Florida whenever possible
l also tried to make The Co111pn11y of
Fifers & Drummers, Inc. a presence at
musters, bringing The Company Store
to as many musters as possible when
the Store Manager was not available.
I was lucky enough to be invited and
to attend the Kentish Guards Annual
Banquet. Thankfully, I went this year
and it was the last time I got to see our
good friend, Mo Sc:hoos.
I have always encouraged our Company executives to buy Compa1111 shirts
and "sell our product to the public." If
your Executive Board doesn't support
you, then who will?
I have been responsible for setting
up and sending out the information
for the free conference call-ins for the
executive and general meetings.
I was responsible for the Old Guard
coming to play a concert last summer
at the Museum.
We hosted the Erin Long Benefit. It
showed what can really happen when
people truly work together to make
something succeed.
We had Skip Healy come and play a
concert before we got our bar license.
It still was a fun evening.
We got rid of the piano that didn't
work from the stage so that we now
have more storage room and we are
working on building storage into what
used to be the kitchen area to the right
side of the stage.
I have attended and announced the
summer concert senes. It is also important to know that the permit for
outside activities will be coming due
again and someone will need to step
up and make sure that it gets applied

for correctly.
I hosted a coffee hour for Junior
Camp parents so that they would have
a place to go when they dropped off
their children at our camp. Most had
never been there and it was a nice introduction.
The archives room ceiling fell in last
summer and the wiring was fixed so
that work could continue up there. It
might not look pretty but it is functional. Thanks to Marty Sampson there
has been a tremendous amount or organization and cleanup done there.
The upstairs men's room has been
renovated after many years of neglect.
Thanks to the help of volunteers \·Ve
have a lovely new space in the lobby
of the Museum which is just a start in
our renovation process.
The curators from the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York and
Boston came for visits and tours. They
were verv impressed with our collection of mus1caJ instruments and would
like to come back with their crews and
do some research. This is good for our
credibility as a research museum.
The flood came and David and I
spent four nights pumping the water
out of the club room. The demolition
and clean up crew5 came in and did a
great job of helping to get the mess
cleaned up. All volunteers, of course.
Now, we have started the renovations
and with more volunteers, the kitchen
floor has been laid and \'\e have received donations of new appliances
and cabinets. The electricity and
plumbing are being reworked before
the sheetrock work starts. It 1s a slo\\
and painstaking job but with babysteps we are getting there.
We have had great fun at the Big E
(the Eastern States Exposition) under
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the direction of Bill Tower and they have also
paid us to play concerts and participate in the
Grand Parade on Connecticut Day producing
more revenue for The Company.
Being Tlte Company President is a very expensive, thankless job. There are many days
when I would gladly have quit. Travel expenses with gas being almost $4 a gallon now,
reams of paper, nasty phone calls and emails,
would have made it easy to quit.
Then, I get a priceless phone call from someone like 82 year old Life Member Paul Munier, telling me how much he appreciates me
and what I've done for The Company. Thanks
Paul. Then, I went to see Mo Schoos and he
said thank you. Thanks Mo. Norm Allen
came to a Company Meeting and gave me the
final payment on his Life Membership.
Thanks Norm. You all made my days as your
Company President worthwhile.
Finally, my husband David supported me
each and every day for the last four years.
Having been through his four years and then
been elected trustee, he knew exactly what I
was facing. He helped council me and he
helped drive me p laces. He would sit at the
store and would answer questions for people
when I couldn't. He has worked tirelessly on
the building project. Thank you David. You
made my days as your Company President
easier.

IS

Final Thoughts from
Your Treasurer
BY JACK DOYLE
fter nearly eight years as your Treasurer, I decided
not to run for another term and my successor will
be in place soon. I want to thank you all for the faith
you put in me to handle The Company finances from California. Having grown up in Connecticut, and being an active
part of the fife and drum community for almost 50 years,
volunteering as Treasurer gave me an opportunity to give
something back to the community for all it has given me
over the years.
Du ring the past eight years TJ,e Compa11y has had some
good times and also some times when it was a struggle to
raise sufficient funds to cover overhead. I am grateful to
those who helped with donations and suggestions during
the hard times. I hope you all will continue to give generously to The Company. Simply stated, it's the right thing to
do. The Company is nothing more than a reflection of its
membership. lf you continue to play an active role by volunteering, keeping your membership current, encouraging
non-members to join and making donations, The Company
will thrive for many more years fulfilling the dream of the
founders when they formed the organization in 1965. Keep
the Ancient Spirit alive.
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cont. from p. 1

IMPORTANT NOTICE
When your mailing address changes,
please notify us promptly!
The Post Office does 11ot advise us.
Write: Membership Committee
P.O. Box 227, Jvoryton, CT 06442-0227
or email: membership@companyoffifeanddrum.org

take a look at those selections.
The Company is also in the process of electing new officers. President Sylvia Hooghkirk and Treasurer Jack Doyle have penned their
outgoing statements and we hope to introduce you to The Company's
new officers in the summer issue.
Lastly, anyone interested in purchasing additional copies of the
Ancient Times should contact 171e Company Store. We finally straightened out an error in the number printed. Starting with this issue, extras should be readily available. See the table of contents page for
the store's contact information.
Deirdre Sweeney
Editor, Ancient Times
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Some Thoughts on Fundraising...
Connecticut's Neighborhood Assistance Act

BY BILL MALING
n the past several years, The Company qualified to receive
grants under this tax credit based Connecticut NAA program.
Our applications were approved by the Town of Essex, but
we failed to find any corporate donors, in spite of a direct mail
effort and some personal contacts made by several CFO members.
This article is intended to give Company members more information about the NAA effort so that we have a better chance of success in 2011.
You may ask ... "Is it possible to succeed under the NAA program and generate substantial grant money for The Co111pa11y?" I
can answer that with an unqualified YES ... and offer you a directly applicable example in our own fife and drum activity.
The Lancraft Fife and Drum Corps has raised about $40,000 over
the past five years through the NAA program. Several Lancraft
members were able to use personal contacts and help educate the
three corporate donors about the "no cost" aspect of donations
because of the special NAA tax credits against their corporation's
Connecticut State Income Tax obligations.
Most of the NAA donations to Lancraft were for energy conservation improvements to its building in North Haven, Moriarty
Hall. These energy conservation contributions allowed the donor
corporation to take a 100% tax credit against their tax obligation,
so the contribution cost them nothing. Lancraft did receive some
of the NAA program money for uniforms and other purposes
which resulted in 60% donor credits.
In addition to this example, many other Connecticut non-profit
groups were able to generate NAA donations ... more than four
million dollars in 2010. For example, the Connecticut River Museum in Essex received $12,000 from Essex Saving Bank and Essex
Financial services. The Shoreline Arts Alliance, The Eli Whitney
Boarding House in Hamden and the Florence Griswold Museum
in Old Lyme all received $12,000 each, from different donors.
To give you an example of giving patterns by NAA donors,
Guilford Savings Bank gave the following:

I

Community Dining Room, Branford

$2,500

James Blackstone Library, Branford

$1,750

Guilford Center for Children

$2,500

SARAH Foundation, Inc., Guilford

$3,000

Guilford Housing Authority

$55,000

Shoreline Arts Alliance

$6,000

Columbus House, New Haven

$1,000

Habitat for Humanity, New Haven

$1,500

Liberty Services, New Haven

$500

Mutual Housing Assoc. of Southern CT $2,000

Yes, it is very possible for The Company to succeed
in getting money for building improvements. All it
takes are a few good contacts. Sure, there are some
procedures that have to be followed, but let us worry
about that. Company members and any other interested person active in fifing and drumming need
only be concerned with making initial contacts for
our follow up.
To give you a feel of participating NAA corporations, I include a list of all the 2010 donors, the number of donations they made, and the total dollar
amount they gave. All of this is public information
on the Connecticut State website: www.ct.gov/ drs.
Note that there are a number of $75,000 grants, the
maximum allowed if the corporation gets a 100%
credit... or $125,000, which is maximum for 60%
credits. It takes a fairly large corporation to make
maximum allowable donations because they have to
have enough profit to fully utilize the NAA tax
credit.
I organized the 2010 donors into groups by size of
donation. Tlze Company probably does not have
much chance with the larger donors. We have done
direct mailing to some of the medium and small
donors, but still need better contacts. There are other
corporations not listed that have participated in
prior years ... and you may have contacts at corporations that had not previously participated.
All these donor corporations are "C" type which
file Connecticut State income tax returns under the
corporate name. The LLC or Sub-S type corporations
are not eligible in the NAA program because their
taxes are paid under the owners names. There are no
significant administrative issues for the corporations
in making a donation, just a one page NAA form,
which we can supply. We can also supply a one page
"Fact Sheet" that shows how and why the donation
is at no cost to tl,e corporntion.
In summary, we are asking each of our members
to help make corporate contacts for our 2011 NAA
solicitation effort and give the information to me at
drumsir@aol.com. I'm always happy to answer
questions.
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2010 NAA CORPORATE DONORS
(name ... number of grants ... total amount)

HUGE!
Individual corporations within the Travelers Insurance group together gave almost $500,000! Two of Staple's divisions
gave $230,000 and the Hartford Insurance groups gave $150,000. Connecticare Insurance also gave $150,000.
LARGE ($50,000 TO $125,000)
Michaels Inc.
ABC~•mnlv rn.
Cox Communications
St. Paul Insurance Group
Griffen Land & Nurseries
Trumbull Insurance Co.
Omega Engineering Inc.
Riverbend Executive Ctr.
Phoenix Insurance Co.
Charter Oak Fire Insurance
Aetna Inc. (insurance)
Ulbrich Stainless Steel
Stanley Black & DL><:ker
Praxair Inc.
Guilford Savings Bank
CT Light & Power Co.
Comcast of CT 11 lnc.
Eastland Claim Service Inc.
Yankee Gas Services Co.
Electric Insurance
Southern CT Gas Co.
NGM Insurance Co.
Pharmaceutical Research Assoc.
Cabela's Wholesale Inc.
United llluminating Co.
Barnes Group Inc.
Bedoukian Research
Cherry H ill Construction
Blakeslee Arphia Chapman
Arch Chemicals
Twin City Fire Insurance

1
1
1
5
1

1
1
1
2
1
7
1
4
2
10
3
1
1

6
1

1
1
2
1

8
1

8
1
2
1
1

SMALL ($900 TO $9,999)
$125,000
s12,; non
$125,000
$125,000
$125,000
$125,000
S125,000
$124,000
S111,250
S107,500
S106,520
$105,000
$86,000
$79,000
S75,000
$75,000
$75,000
$75,000
$75,000
$75,000
$75,000
$75,000
S75,000
S75,000
$75,000
$75,000
$55,000
$51,577
$50,000
$50,000
$50,000

MEDIUM ($10,000 TO $49,999)
Keystone Equip. Finance
Compass Group lnternat.
R.C. Bigelow Inc.
Imperial Nurseries
Litchfield Bancorp
York Hill Trap Rock Co.
Woodland Power Products
Evergreen Fibers Inc.
Northwest Community Bank
Essex Savings Bank
Essex Financial Services
Bic Corp.
Windsors& L
Magellan Health Group
Stum1 Ruger & Co.

1

$40,500

]

22
1

$30,000
$28,500
$25,000

s

$23,212

9

$20,700

1

S16,000
S16,000
S13,322
$12,500
$12,250

1

1
3
3
1

$12,000

2

$11,000

2
1

S10,000
S10,000

SHW Casting Tech

3

Conning Inc.
Shagbark Lumber/ Farm
Sennheiser Electronic Corp.

1

$7,500

1

S6,154

1

S6,000

S8500

Becton Dickenson & Co.

2

S5,500

Security Services of CT

1

S5,000

Eastern Company

1

S5,000

MJ Fahy & Sons
Perrigo !Ne.
Alstrom Inc.

3

$4,000

Lane Construction Corp.

4

$4,000

1

S3,600

6

$3,250

Dymax Corp.

1

S3,000

Lee Company
US Chemicals Inc.
Markus Dairy

1

$3,000

1

S2,600

1

$2,500

Wm. Pitt Sotheby's Realty

1

$2,500

Professional Painting Inc.

1
1

$2,500

SP Business Servtces Inc.

$2,250

Parker Hannifin Corp.

1

S2,000

GroWell Inc.
Quantronnix Inc.

1

$2,000

2

$2,000

Yantis Life Insurance Co.

2

$2,000

Svensk & Co. Inc.

I

$2,000

Russell Hall Co.

5

$1,500

Sterling Sintered Tech.

3

$1,500

Wheelabrator Putnam Inc.
Triple S. Inc.
New England Die Co. Inc.

1

$1,000

1

$1,000

1

$1,000

Harco Industries

1

$1,000

Arthur G. Russell Co.

2

$1,000

beers, Hamerman % Co.

1

$900

These corpora tions gave $500 in one grant:
Plainville Electrical Products, Kuchma Corp.,
Dell Manufacturing Co., Cintas Corp., and
lde!Je Management Co.
These corporations gave $250, the minim um
aJJowable grant under NAA: Manchester Medical, Associated Urologists, Funk Boiler Works,
Diversified Equip men t Services, High Grade
Gas Services, Richard Garrison Contractor,
Bland Co., Country Kids Play, and Whisconier
View Inc.
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More Thoughts on Fundraising...
How to Solicit Donations for The Company
BY BILL MALING
s a member of a non-profit organization, when you hear
about the need for all members to help with fund raising, the first
thing that enters you mind may be ... "
Oh no, I really don't like asking people
for money." Or you may think ...
"Gosh, r hate it when people want me
to buy stuff I don't need, like candy, to
help their organization."
Well, The Company really does not
(often!) ask you to approach friends,
family or neighbors with these types
of fundraising efforts. What we do ask,
however, is for you to use your personal contacts to approach organizations which are specifically set up to
give money to worthy causes. That is,
these organizations expect to receive
requests for funding and have procedures in place to achieve those giving
goals ... and welcome such requests
from employees and customers.
The Company has more than 800
members and we need all members to
be conscious of fundraising opportunities... and to be willing to help make
the necessary contacts. There are two
very important things we all need to
work on that will help perpetuate Tlze
Company and help achieve its mission ... (1) Members and (2) Money.
Our current members are our best recruiting source ... and all of us can also
help obtain donation revenues.
Matching Funds: Many employers
have set up procedures to give money
to non-profit organizations in which
their employees are members and active participants. In most cases, the
employer requires that the employee
first make a donation... and then the
employer matches the amount. The

A

forms and procedures are usually
quite simple and this type program is
a great way to multiply the value of
your donations to Tl1e Company.
Sometimes the employer limits their
giving only to qualified, 501c3 nonprofit corporations and needs a copy
of the organization's "determination"
letter from the Internal Revenue Service. TI,e Company meets these qualifications and copies of the determination
letter are readily available. Send your
request to me at drumsir@aol.com and
let me know if you want it sent to you
by snail mail or e-mail.. .. or have me
send it directly to the employer. If you
want to talk, my phone number is 330645-9173.
The two-thirds of our Company
members who live outside Connecticut should be aware that The Company
is a national organization and that
their employers will approve participation in matching fund grants, even
if the local of Tlie Company is not physically in your state.
Corporate Donations: Many larger
corporations have grant programs
where they will give money to organizations in their service area. Banks are
a good example of this where many of
them have "community support" or
"community development" programs.
Talk to your favorite teller or ask to
talk with the branch manager of the
bank where you have accounts. Inquire at you local supermarket, home
improvement store, auto dealer or
drug store. Ask them if they have this
kind of "community" grant program
and find out what their requirements
are to make an application.
Frequently in the application
process, the corporation will require

some description of the organization
which is to receive the grant and perhaps require a statement of what involvement you have with the
organization. l will be happy to furnish the appropriate write up if you
will send me the necessary information by e-mail or mail me a copy of the
necessary forms. In many cases, once
you make this initial effort, submittals
in future years are much more routine
and financial support to Tl,e Company
can become an annual possibility.
Many corporations have websites on
which they describe their "community" programs. If you feel you have a
good contact, go online and see what
information you can find. Frequently
the corporation will have explanations
of what types of non-profit activity
they prefer to fund ... and may have
application forms that can be downloaded.
An example of a bank community
program, go to the website of the Guilford Savings Bank, w,,vw.gsb-yourbank.com, click on GSB in the
Community. Then click where it says
to see a four page request form that
can be downloaded. The form may at
first seem daunting, but we have all
the information needed to help you. I
can offer a lot to help from Ohio ... but
the completed form really needs a
local contact, bank customer or employee, to submit the request.
When I was doing foundation grant
applications last year, I had an interesting telephone conversation with a
manager at the NewAIJiance Bank
Foundation. She indicated the foundation would not make a contribution to
The Compa11y, but suggested we contact their community grant people. Go

AncientTimes

19

Progress at The Company Hall
Donations Still Needed to Rebuild After 2010 Floods
BY KEVIN BROWN
find it absolutely amazing how
fast time goes by. Seasons running
into seasons, and years charging
ahead with nothing to slow them
down, but for an occasional thought to
their brevity. It just seems like yesterday when Dave Hooghkirk and I were
standing in the pouring rain, in the
bog behind Company Hall, trying to
find the drain outlet that ran out there
from the building. The cause for our
digging foray was the five or so inches
of water that was swamping the club
room and office of our beloved Company Museum and Headquarters: the
infamous floods of March 2010. We
were now part of their legacy.
Once the rain abated and the water
levels in the building receded, also
aided by Dave's pool pump, it was
time to assess the damage. Floor tiles
were buckled, rugs were soaked, and

!

to their website, www.newalliancebank.com and click on Community ...
then on Corporate Sponsorships. Note
they require the IRS letter, tax return,
etc. Again, we can supply all that, but
really need a customer or employee to
actually submit the material.
Our Company members have been
very generous with their own funds ...
individuals and corps contributing to
projects like the Junior Fife and Drum
Camp ... or to emergencies, like repairs
of last year's water damage at the museum. These "inside" donations plus
member dues make up most of Co111pm1y revenues. Let's also all pitch in to
see if we can get more "outside" donations that will help with Company
needs.

the whole floor in the kitchen and
store/ work room area was a complete
loss. Along with it went the cabinets,
dishwasher, and the two stoves at the
end of the room. All this was then tom
up, including four vertical feet of
sheetrock on all surrounding walls,
and removed from the building. I
could go on for a few more paragraphs, but I am sure you all get the
picture. We had a disaster on our
hands.
As I look back on it now, there was
such a feeling of helplessness and loss.
Knowing how strapped T11e Company
was for money, the idea of trying to
put this all back together seemed like
a daunting task. But, as it is said,
through adversity comes unity. [n the
ensuing days and months, we started
receiving pledges from member corps
and individuals of building materials
and money, enough to reconstruct the

7~
:zf~
by

Parmelee o( Durham

kitchen and store/work room back to
its former glory and beyond. We have
also, through the good graces of a local
institution, been promised cabinets,
countertops and appliances, to make it
a functioning kitchen once more. Reconstruction has begun with the laying of a new floor, to be followed by
electrical and sheetrock installation. I
might add that the wall boarding and
electrical work are being donated by a
couple of Company members who are
itching to lend a hand.
As with all silver linings, there is always a dropped stitch. Even though
there is all this positive energy taking
place at the hall, there is some serious
work yet to be financed and accomplished. The real culprit in this whole
scenario needs to be addressed and
mitigated, in order to permanently
halt any future flooding. I am speaking of the drainage
cont. 011 p. 20

Bob Parmelee
90 Creamery Road
Durham, CT 06422
Phone & Fax: 860.349.8233
E-mail: preservationdesigns@comcast.net

Specializing in serving the Fife & Drum community since 1983.

Silk screened apparel, totes, umbrellas and more.
Our owri line of designs on T-Shirts and Sweatshirts are currently
available at selective historical museums and parks.
Or, they may be purchased online at ....
www.preservationdesigns.com
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problem area at the front of the building by
that exists, North Main Street, as well as water
that if not corrected will only rear up that collects by the building, and
again and destroy all the work that is whisk it away to the wetlands where
being done. The latest estimate that we it will then be dispersed. But again, all
have runs at approximately $12,000. the supplies and labor do not come
This would pay for the laying of pipe without a price. We are at the present
from the rear of the building, to the time receiving donations of materials
wetlands beyond the area where the and money that will help us to start
Tuesday night concerts are held. These the project. Getting this completed will
estimates also takes into consideration stave off any future problems and will
the landscaping needed to put the only help to lessen the burden of inyard back in shape, when all the dig- surance. But we cannot start without
ging is done. This pipe would pick up knowing if we have enough funds to
any runoff coming from the upland finish it. This is where you come in.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Anything that your Corps, or your-

will get the work done. Be a responsible member of the fife and drum community and write a check today. It can
be sent to:

Tl,e Company of Fifer;:; & Drummers
P. 0. Box 277
lvoryton, CT
06442-0277

Please remember to write on the
memo line of your check that this is a
"donation for restoration." You can
also go to Tl,e Company website at
www .com pa nyoffifersandd rummers.org, follow the donation button
self as an individual member can and make your pledge through Pay Pal
Ancient Times
afford to donate, wilJ be accepted with your credit card. Either way, you
Submission Guidelines
with the greatest of gratitude. Re- will be helping to make sure that the
member, this is your building You, job gets done.
Please submit articles and high-resoluJn future editions of the Ancient
tion photographs electronically to the
as a member of T/,e Compa11y of
editor:
Fifers & Dru11111wr:-, hold financial Times, I will be keeping you up-to-date
ancientimcs@companyoffifeanddrum.or and emotional stock in the wellbe- on the progress at) our building and
g or deirdre.sweeneyi!!lhotmail.com
ing of the hall. It needs your help ,., ill have a list of all those who have
now. I know that there are a lot of donated time and/ or money, so that
In the case of material that cannot be
you who do not live in close prox- they may be recognized for their efsubmitted electronically, please contact
imity to the building, and can't get fort. It is ah, ays nice to get a pat on the
the editor at the above email address or
there to physically lend a hand. back once in awhile. Thanks for readcall (508) 847-4460 to make special subThis
is your chance to correct that ing and l will see you in the next edimission arrangements.
Upcoming Issue 133 Submission Dead- injustice. I am also aware that times tion.
Kcmn Brown is a mc111l1a of t/,e Ancient
are tough and the economy, regardline:
less of what we are being told, is Mariner;:;, Dirt'ctor of the /1111ior Coloninls
June 30, 2011
not performing up to snuff. Any of i Vestl1rook, mt'mber of tl,e ExL'Cll fi1.1e
size donation will be of help to the Committee of The Company of Fifa.; &
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . cause. All those small amounts Drummers, nnd Facilities Manaier al TI1e
WANTED: ANCIENT TIMES CONTRIB- given by many concerned people, Company Headquarters and Museum.
UTORS
will add up to a large amount that
The A11cie11t Times is always looking for
writers, columnists, photographers, and
advertisers.

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC.

Contact the editor with interest, ideas
and inquiries:
ancienttimes@companyoffifeanddrum.o
rg, or deirdre.sweeney@hotmail.com

presents

The Ancient Times does accept unsolicited articles, although we cannot guarantee publication in a specific magazine
issue.

For the finest quality headwear
you can buy. Call or Write:

Authentic
Fife and Drum Corps Hats

(973)-371-9100 1439 Springfield Ave, Irvington, NJ 07111
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THE
MUFFr=ED
DRUM
David Dykes, 56
Taggart Pipes & Drums Corps
February 1, 2011

Henry Vincent James
Kennedy, JU, 92
Former Director of St. Benedict's Fife & Drum Corps
March 3, 2011

Joe Wilburn, 84
Drum Major
New York Ancients Senior
Fife & Drum Corps
February 3, 2011

IMPORTANT: OBITUARIES

If you know of a member of the
fife and drum community who
passes away, please notify the A11de11t Times immediately so we can
ensure publication of a timely and
thoughtful obituary.
Contact the editor:
ancienttimes@companyoffifeanddrum.org,
or deirdre.sweeney@hotrnail.com
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DAVID JAMES DYKES

David James Dykes, 56, of lvoryton,
passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
February 1st, surrounded by the beauty
of nature he so cherished.
David was born June 1, 1954 in Middletown, Connecticut, the youngest son
of the late Edward Dykes, Sr. and
Gladys ("Muriel") Comstock (Church)
Dykes. He grew up in Clinton and graduated from Morgan School, class of
1973. An avid birder, David was never
without his field glasses and journal,
where he painstakingly recorded the
sightings and activities of Connecticut
wildlife, birds in particular. He knew all
their songs, their habits, and their habitat. Each morning David would enjoy
coffee on his porch, feeding peanuts to
his tamed "Rockies" with his gentle
hand, accompanied by birds swooping
to and from well-tended feeders he had
created with those hands.
A machinist by trade, in recent
years David had worked assisting others as handyman, groundskeeper, and
friend. He was a member of the John Sobieski lII Club in Deep River, and an honorary founding and active member of the Taggart Pipes and Orum Corps, a bagpipe and drum corps founded in 1990. An integral part of the corps, David was
always the man behind the curtain, setting up and breaking down for musters.
Last year was the first time David marched with Taggart's, wearing a kilt and no
shoes in every parade, proudly carrying the American or the POW/MIA flag.
He is survived by his daughter Jessica; brothers Edward, Jr. of Norwich and
James Everett of Middletown; and sisters Linda DeRusha of Old Saybrook and
Sheila Wilson of Bath, New York. He was pre-deceased by his brother John of
Texas. He also leaves many nieces and nephews, and countless friends, who were
his "second family."
by Linda DeRusha of Old Saybrook, CT, sister of David Dykes

HENRY VINCENT JAMES KENNEDY, III
From the 1960's to the 80's St. Benedict's Fife & Orum Corps was an oasis
in the Bronx during a time of turbulence and social unrest. St. Benedict's had a
long, successful history under the leadership of the Benedictine priests but they
could no longer serve as Moderators of the Orum Corps. In 1965 Henry V.
Kennedy then stepped up and became the Corps Director and under his guidance
and leadership the corps not only survived this transition but cont. 011 p. 22
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JOE WILBURN
continued to thrive for the hundreds of boys and
girls that passed through its ranks.
On February 3, 2011, Joe Wilburn passed away at the age of 84
Hank was born on 138th Street and St. Ann's after a long illness. Joe was one of the most recognizable characters
Avenue, Bronx, New York, to Irish parents. He on the New York fife and drum scene. He began his career with
spent his early years in Tipperary, Ireland, with drum corps in 1955 as a fifer and quartermaster of the St. Benedict's
the Kennedy clan and returned to the Bronx when Seniors which later became the New York Regimentals. For the last
he was six years old. He attended St. Luke's Ele- decade of that band he was their drum major. It was during this
mentary school in the Bronx, with his two time that he established his signature style and appearance, always
younger brothers, where he was an altar server, wearing white gloves and a white cockade in his hat.
and went on to Samuel Gompers High School. He
Mr. Wilburn, as he was called by
served in Alaska during WWII, and was honorthe young men and women of the
ably discharged. He then went on to work for
St. Benedict's Juniors, was their
UTC Transformers in Manhattan for many years
drill instructor for over 30 years
In the early 1960's he assisted with St. Benedict's
from the decades of the 1950' s to
Fife and Drum Corp, then eventually became Dithe 80's. He instilled in his young
rector, leading the Corp to numerous champicharges a sense of pride, discipline
onships, and helping St. Benedict's to be one of
and proper bearing as they masthe most sought after bands. The band marched
tered the complexities of marching
in every parade, in all types of weather in the triand maneuvering. He also trained
state area, and sometimes backtracked in the
championship junior drum majors
same parade to march with a second sponsor.
and color guards at St. Benedict's,
'Mr. Kennedy' was demanding. He could be sinand he was always willing to offer
gle minded and at times difficult especially to inadvice to young drum majors from
structors and parents, but he was always loyal to
other corps when asked.
and protective of his kids. He always seemed to
Joe was with the New York Anhave a rolled up paper in his hand which would
cients Fife and Drum Corps from
find its way to the back of your head either with
Joe Wilburn, center, with the New its very beginning in 1976. Always
York Regimentals at a ceremony in
a scowl when you were caught doing something
a rather rambunctious crew, when
the Fort Schuyler Marine Training
wrong or with a smile and a laugh when he
Center, 1969. He is wearing his "fa- Joe stepped in front of the corps
caught you doing something good.
mous" white gloves.
and gave the command "Fife and
During this time Hank also took a position with
Drum!" all fell into line at attention
St. Benedict's Parish, as Business Manager, and immediately. We knew who was then in charge. He led us onto
then onto to the Fort Schuyler Senior Citizen many muster fields and down many streets over the years. When
Home as a manager. He retired at the age of 65 to he was no longer able to march, he continued to come to functions,
spend his time with his family, watching Yankee parades and musters just to be among the people he loved and cared
games, listening to his favorite jazz music, and for so much and who loved him in return. He could always be
keeping in touch with his cousins in Ireland and counted on to tell a good story whether it was some past happening
Australia.
or related to his recent travels, his humor and exuberance for life alHe is survived by his wife Stephanie (Salak), his ways came through. Certainly, his favorite event was marching
son Kevin, two daughters, Eileen and Lorraine, proudly up 5th Avenue in New York City's annual St. Patrick's Day
and six grandchildren.
parade. This year we will be thinking of him and his spirit will be
by Mike B01101110
leading us as we once again make that journey in the "Grandest of
Mike B01101110 is the Fife Section Leader for the NY All Parades" on March 17th.
Ancie11ts and has been with the A11cie11ts since their
Born and raised in the Bronx, Joe was a veteran of both the U.S.
founding in 1976. He was with St. Benedict's Fife & Army and Navy, serving our country in World War JI and Korean
Drum Corps from 1965-1976 and was afife i11structor wars. He retired after a long career with the United States Postal
there from 1974-1981.
Service. His beloved wife, Kathleen, passed away in 1994. He leaves
behind four sons; John, Joseph, Michael and James; seven grandchildren; one great-grandson and many, many friends.

AncientTimes
Back in September, members of the New York
Ancients visited Joe in New Jersey and played a
few tunes for him. We know he enjoyed that and
for many it was their last memory of being with
him. Even as we gathered recently to remember
Joe and tell some of the old stories, by the time we
were finished we were all smiling. Joe would like
that.
Rest in peace, Joe.
by Paul Le11ci
Paul Lenci is a bass drummer. He is a Past President
and founding member of the New York A11cie11ts in
1976. He began his career in fife and drum at age 11
with the St. Denis Colo11ials, Yonkers, NY and then
with the Chippewa Fife and Drum Corps from its inception until it merged with tile NY Regimental Band
to Jonn t11e Ancients. Paul also was a member of The
Blue and the Gray Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps.

cont. from back cover
music, held on Sunday May 22nd.
Location: Colonial Williamsburg, VA
Website: www.history.org
Invitation only
June 4, 2011 - KINDERHOOK, NY 10th Annual "Olde 'Toga"' Muster
Host: Fyfes & Drums of Olde Saratoga
Time: Parade at 12pm Saturday June 4th
with muster to follow
Location: James Vanderpoel House of
History, Kinderhook, NY
Contact: Richard Alexander at ralexander@peoplepc.com
Other: Camping opens at noon on Friday
June 3rd
Invitation only
June 24-25, 2011 - OAK GLEN, CA - California Consolidated Drum Band's 8th
"Great Western Muster"
Host: California Consolidated Drum
Band
Tattoo: Friday June 24th at 7pm
Muster: Parade at 12pm Saturday June
25th followed by muster and jollification
Location: Riley's Farm in Oak Glen, CA
Websites: www.drumband.org and
www.rileysfarm.com
July 15-17, 2011- DEEP RIVER, CT Deep River Ancient Muster
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Host: Deep River Junior Ancients Fife & Drum Corps
Tattoo: 7pm on July 15th
Muster: 11am parade on July 16th followed by muster and jam
session
Location: Devitt's Field, Deep River, CT
Email: info@drja.org
Website: ww\-v.drja.org
July 17, 2011- IVORYTON, CT- Company Executive Meeting &
Museum Open House
Time: Saturday July 17th
Executive Committee Meeting: 11am
Museum Open House: 12pm
Jam session to follow
Location: The Museum of Fife & Drum/ Com pany HQ l voryton,
CT

Contact: The Company, 860-767-2237
Email: companyhq@companyoffifeanddrum.org
Website: www.companyoffifeanddrum.org
July 24, 2011 - COVENTRY, CT - Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes &
Drums Muster
Time: Muster at 12pm Sunday July 24th
Location: Nathan Hale Homestead, Coventry, CT
Other: Demonstration and military encampment
Invitation on ly

HEALY FLUTE
COMPANY
Skip Healy
Fife & Flute Maker
Featuring hand-crafted instruments
of the finest quality.
Also specializing in repairs and restoration
of modern and wooden Fifes and Flutes
On the web: www.skiphealy.com
Phone/Fax: (401) 935-9365
Email: skip@skiphealy.com
5 Division Street Box 23

East Greenwich, RI 02818
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Do you want to learn or teach Swiss drumming?
To order visit The Company Store at
companyoffifeanddrum.org or call 860.526.2178
Swiss Drummers and Fifers Association
The Company of Fifers & Drummers
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: The Company

Item#

• Store
: Mail Order Form

BK

2

SHIP TO:
Name
Address

f
State

IMPORT ANT! In case we need to
contact you about your order:
Phone:
Email:

Make Check Or Money
Order Payable to:
Tl,e Company of Fifers &
Dr11m111ers, Inc.
Please send this order form
with your payment to:

Roberta Armstead
Attn: The Company Store
95 Main Street
Deep River, CT

$

The Company MUSIC Book. Vol. II

24

The Company Music Book· Vol. Ill

BK024

The Company Music Book · Vol. IV

$15

BK004

Camp Duty Music Book (CFO)

$18

BK005

The Muffled Drum (CFO)

$5

BK006

Tunes of the Hudon Valley - Vol.I (Attanasio & Grady)

$10

BK007

Tunes of the Hudon Valley - Vol.II (Attanasio & Grady)

$14

BKOOB

Camp Dupont Music Book

$7

BK009

Chas T Kirk Fife Music Book

$15

BK010

American Rudimental Method Orum Book (Classey)

$7

BK011

Better, Stronger, Faster (Bill Hart)

$10

BK012

25 Tunes to make Your Face fall 011 (Lussier)

$7

BK013

John McOonagh Fife lnstruct1011 Manual

$12

BK014

110 M1htary Drum Duets (Munier)

$12

BK015

40 Rud1mental Orum Beats (Perrilloux)

$7

BK016

14 Modem Contest Solos (Pratt)

$7

BK017

The New Pratt Book - Contest Solos for Snare Drum ( Pratt)

$10

BK018

Rud1mental Sotos for Accomplished Drummers (Pratt)

$13

BK019

The Solo Snare Drummer. Vol. I (Pratt - Schinstine - Moore)

$10

BK020

Sturtze Drum Book

$19

BK021

Sons of Liberty Music Book

$14

BK022

Roy Watrous Book

$12

BK026

John J McDonagh Fife & Drum Band Comp. & Arr.

$15

BK027

John J. McDonagh Advanced Fifing Comp. & Arr

$15

BK028

The Swiss Drummer Book w/ CD "NEW" "EXCLUSIVE'

$40

CD001

The Company Music Book CD • Vol. I (set of 2)

$16

ICD002
CD003

The Company Music Book CD - Vol II (set of 2)

$16

Camp Lincoln (Emencl<)

516

-CD004

200 Years of Fife & Drum in America (N.Y Regimentals)

$16

AP001

The Company Cap, embroidered. light blue or navy blue

$16

AP002

The Company Cap, screened

$15

AP004

The Company Polo Shirt. blue • (carcle size) S M L XL XXL

$24

The Company Sweat Shirt. blue - (circle size) SM L XL XXL

$22

AP006

The Company T-Sh1rt. blue - (circle size) S M L XL XXL

$12

:\.~N

T-shirt. natural. CFO Logo (circle size) M L XL XXL

$12

AP007

The Company T-Sh1rt. blue, Child - (circle size) ML

$10

AP008

T-Sh,rt. natural, Flag Drum• (circle size) L XL

$14

P009

Jaybird T-Sh1rt - (circle size) M L XL XXL

$12

P012

The Company White Polo Shirt (M, L, XL, XXL) •NEW"

$24

05

~

06417
Shipping & Handling

(add $2 for XXL on all shirts above)
OM002

$10-$49.99
$50-$99.99
$100-$199.99
$200 or over

Total

Qty

$15

BK003

I

up to $9.99

Descnpt,on
The Company Music Sook· Vol.I

$4
$6
$8
$10
$12

3

The Company Museum Pin

OM004

Muster Up a Meal Cookbook (CFO)

$3

~

OM005

The Company Patch, embroidered

S4

~.

OM006

The Company Portfolio, blue nylon, zippered

S8

OM008

The Company Window Decal

$1

OM011

John McOonagh in Fife & Orum. A Biography

$5

OM012

The Company Mug (Pewtarex)

$30

OM013

Spml of '76 Shot Glass

$4

OM014

The Company Coffee M ug

$5

OM015

The Comoanv Water Bottle w/ Clio lbluel 'NEW

C

Total Amount Due
(from total at right)

..

The Company Lapel Pin

OM003

-

SubTotal

$

Shlooln11 & Handllno l see chart at left)

$

Connecticut Residents Add 6% Sales Tax (Aooarel not taxableI

$

TOTAL

$
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CALENDAR
May 6-7, 2011 - LEXINGTON, MA William Diamond Junior Fife & Drum
Muster
Host: William Diamond Junior Fife &
Drum Corps
Tattoo: 7pm on Friday May 6th at Minute
Man National Historical Park Visitor
Center, followed by a jam session
Muster: 12pm parade on May 7th from
Trainer Field on Battle Road to the Visitor's Center and 12:30pm muster, followed by jam session
Location: Minute Man National Historical Park, Lexington, MA
Contact: Carmin Calabrese, 508-278-2803
Email: carmfifes@charter.net
Website: williarndiamondjrs.org
Invitation only

11.1...,.,,I,1..1...I,.11.1..1..1Im ,I,1,1,, l,1, I..I,I,I,..1I
908416
MARl'YSMf>SON
CALFORNIA CONSOLIDATED DRUM BAND
755 CJ-!URCHILL OR
CHICO CA 95973-a62-

May 13-14, 2011 - ST. AUGUSTINE, FL
- St. Augustine Colonial Grand Muster
Host: Spanish Night Watch Garrison
Time: May 13 & 14th, with a parade on
Saturday evening followed by jollification
Location: St. Augustine, FL
Con tact: info@sta ugus tinegarrison .com
Website:
www.staugustinegarrison.com/Muster.h
tmJ
Other: This event features military and
civilian encampments, sutlers, and educational presentations about colonial life.
Camping is available. Reenactors may attend as part of the Spanish Militia.
May 20-22, 2011 - WILLIAMSBURG,
VA - Drummers Call
Host: Colonial Williamsburg Fifes &
Drums
Time: Successful Campaign held in the
Kimball Theater Fridav e\ ening May
20th featuring Colonial Williamsburg
fifes & Drums and a guest corps
Grand March and Review held on Saturday vtay 21st along Duke of Gloucester
Street followed by an evening torch-lit
Tattoo.
To Arms, featuring soldiers and field
COllf. 011 J'· 23

SwEETHEART FLUTES
32 South A1aple Street, £,?field. CT 06082
FIFES: Colonial & Civil War modcl5, Cloos repros:
Folk & Modem "engineered" - in many keys
FLUTES: Irish style - keyed or keyless; Baroque, and Renaissance
\VHISTLES: O&C- For Jigs & Reels!
Senti/or Brochure and/or Antique & l:i;ec/jlute /i\·t
Te/:(860) 7-19-4494 Email: Ralphsweel@_aol.com
011 the Web: wwmsweetheartflute.com

C.P. Burdick & Son, Inc.
Four Generations of Warmth
Fuel Oil/Excavation Services
2-1-Hour Service

860-767-8402
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