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New Company Headquarters, New By-Laws and New 

Ojficers All Come to Pass at April 10th Company 

Meeting at Mt. Kisco. 

Newly dtde4 Eaentivt Coamlttee ready to 10 lo work. Seate4: (1-r) Moe Scltoos, Se

co■d Viet Praldtnt; Eldericll Arsnaaall, Prtlldeal; An Ferrule, Finl Viet Prtsldtat. 

S1andl■1: Jim Hlersplel, fn111k Orsini, Gordoa MacArtltur, Pltll Tr■ltl, Ray Arnow, 

R■• IUrby a■d BIii Alen■dtr, Secretary. Not I■ pltolo - Clark Wllllor, Trasurer, 

hu Allen, Dodie McGrath, Sam Romey ud lob Bt■dy. 

By Phil Traill 

In one or the most productive and 

forward looking Company meetings 

yours truly can recall, the April 10th 

gathering in Mount Kisco generated a 

whole new spectrum to our growth. 

The erfons of many were finally 

rewarded and the electricity of an 

exciting future was clearly crackling 

throughout the day. 
On hand for the occasion were 

delegates from 22 corps including 

Mark Logsdcn who new in rrom 

Michigan to share in the festivities. The 

Camden Continentals were present in 

force to give details on the national 

muster they are hosting and so were 

representatives from N. Y. , N.J., 
Connecticut, R.I., Vermont and 

Massachusetts. 

Hlchllghts Galore 
Finally The Company has property it 

can call its own for a new 

headquarters! By a vote of 34 to I 5, 

with one abstention, the C-0rps 

approved the purchase or the 
P iah Folcon 

our own property and our own 

building for historical recognition is 

now a reality! In 1hc months ahead 

there will be a lot or hard work in 

renovation, creating our own museum, 

a formal archives and presenting a 

home of which we can all be proud and 

part or. Those are the dreams, but at 

least we arc on our way. 

By-Laws and Officers 
Arter many years or effort, The 

Company finally has a set or By-Laws 

upon which to operate. The efforts or 

Dave Boddie, Bill Gallagher and others 

are well noted and saluted here. The 

actual vote was 32-1 for acceptance. 

The new slate of officers is headed 

by Eldrick Arsenault as President; Doc 

Ferrante as First Vice President; Moc 

Schoos as Second Vice President; 

Clark Wilbor as Ttcasurer; and Bill 

Alexander as Secretary. The Executive 

Committee brings many new and active 

faces to the fore at a dynamic t imc and 

when they perhaps arc most needed. 

Serving will be Dodie McGrath 

(Westbrook Drum Corps), Ray Arno 

(Milford Voluniccrs), Bun Allen, Bob 



"Corps Packet" up-to-date. Betty can 
only do this if she receives notices of 
changes from your corps. This does not 
relieve you of the responsibility of noti
fying the Registrar of changes to the 
roster. If you have any additional 
listings of manufacturers or sutlers that 
you would like to share with other 
corps, please send them to Betty at Rd. 
No. 3, Old Stage Road, Ballston Lake, 
N.Y. 12019 for inclusion in the packet. 

CHANGES TO ROSTER 
Charlton Militia F & D Corps New 

President is Bruce Williams and 
Delegate is Dorothy Schroeder. 

Claremont Jr. F & D Corps changed 
name to 1st New Hampshire Ancient 
Fyfes and Drums, c/o Barbara 
Husack, RFD No. 3 Box 13, Winter 
Street, Claremont, New Hampshire 
03743. 

Voyagers Ancient F & D Corps new 
P.O. Box No. is 2149 Lafayette IN. 

ADD ' 

Old Guard Alumni 
To Gather at Dram 

An initial gathering of former 
members of The Old Guard Fife & 
Drum Corps is being organized for the . 
Deep River Muster on July 15th-16th. 
This initial gathering will be an informal 
basis, but hopefully will be the forerun
ner of annual gatherings henceforth. 

All parties interested should contact 
either Pete Hubert at (201) 691-2335 in 
New Jersey or Doug Quigley in 
Massachusetts at Box 567, Sturbridge, 
~ass. 01566. Details for the initial Deep 
River get together will be r.vailable from 
either Pete or Doug. We hope for a big 
response to renew old memories and lay 
the groundwork for future reunions on 
a more formal basis. 

3 Old Stage Road, Ballston Lake, 
N.Y . 12019- Delegate, Ralph 
Rudolph, Alternate, Betty Rudolph. 

CHANGES TO LISTING OF 
SUPPLIERS 

Add new section ' MISCELLANE
OUS." 
ADD 
Ye Colonial Sutler's Shop, Leo Bren

nan, 49 Nortontown-Road, Madison, 
CT 06443. 

Fusiiiers and Tunesmlths 
Provide Contrast in Muster 

Setting 
By David Boddie 

On Saturday, June II, in ·the quiet 
hidden, almost unknown t'Qwn of 
LaGrangeville, New York, The Young 
fusilcers held their first muster. The 
parade was about 400 yards long along 
a grass and dirt pathway to a 
community fair where people gathered 
in groups. There were only six corps 
and as they passed the people followed 
them to the muster field and watched 
enthusiastically the proceedings that 
took just about an hour to complete. 

Corps in attendance were the Young 
Fusileers, which was the host corps, the 
St. Columba (that's the correct 
spelling) Corps from nearby Hopewell 
Junction, the Booth Hose Corps from 
Poughkeepsie, the nearest big town, 
the Pound Ridge Fife and Drum 
Corps, the Germantown Ancients and 
the newly formed Sons and Daughters 
of Liberty Fife and Drum Corps from 
Ballston Lake, New York. 

Each corps was resoundly applauded 
for their performance and \alk was 
going around about the possiblity of a 
bigger muster, even the National. There 
is certainly room for it. Lots of wide 
:,pen spaces, a huge indoor facility that 
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nc oes ave to won er, owever, 
why 47 corps saw fit not to respond at 
all! 

Prior 10 the vote tabulation, Bill 
Gallagher briefed everyone that the 
financial risk was strictly that of The 
Company as a corporation and in no 
way would encumber any corps or 
individual member. It was also 
expressed that assessing each corps an 
amount to support the new properly 
was unwise and that needed financial 
support should come voluntarily or 
from other sources. Developing these 
sources will be the responsibility of the 
Ancients Fund Committee ably led by 
Gordon MacArthur of the Green Mt. 
Regiment. 

The fund raising discussion was 
enthusiastic and spirited with many 
good ideas expressed. By the time this 
article goes to press many will be under 
way. The exciting aspect is that having 

Orsini and Phil Truitt (New Jersey 
Colonial Militia.) 

Support for National Muster 
A motion was raised and pressed to 

have The Company annually grant a 
sum of $200 to that corps which elects 
to host 1he National Muster. Whereas 
the Camden corps stated they would 
refuse the support this year the funds 
will be there henceforth for those who 
may wish to partake thereof. 

Under "Old Business", the 
proposed company building drew the 
most attention. Bill Gallagher was very 
thorough in covering the tax and 
zoning implications as well as stressing 
that the $65,000 purchase price was a 
great one for us. Now that the vote is 
in, a great deal of dynamic activity will 

S.. MEETING on p~• 12 

''Who's Who in Fifing and Drumming'' 
To Be Published 

At the April Company meeting, Bet
.y Rudolph of Balston Lake, New York 
announced plans to edit and publish a 
new directory of all fifing and drumm
ing individuals i11 the United States by 
this. ':hristmas. ,All past and present 
mus1c1ans, song writers, instructors, 
directors, corps members musical 
h_istorians and peo~ls: devoted'io the An
cient cause are udied to submit their 
names and addresses for this directory 
which will serve as a valuable contact 
source for those who travel across the 
country or move to new locations. 

Those interested in entering their 
names in this direc~ory will be charged 
$1.00 to cover production costs and 
there will be a $2.~ charge to receive 
a copy of the direct< · To be listed and 
receive the directo. .,arties should 

;end $3.00 (make checks payable to Bet
ty Rudolph) to: 

Mrs. Betty Rudolph 
RD No. 3 
Balston Lake, New York 12019 

Listings should also include such per-
tinent information as instrument played, 
~ears when active playing, corps a ffilia
llon, other activity in which you were or 
are involved, songs written and anything 
else you wish included. Do not forget 
your name, address and phone number! 
This will be the first naticnal directory 
for all Ancients to use as a guide to con
tact friends all over the country. It will 
be a great asset for those who travel or 
might have to move to new areas. En
tries will close on September 30th. 

,.. 



Vol 10 No 1 Page 2

Page2 Summer 1983 

The Ancient Times 
Published by 

De Company of Fifers & Drummtn 
Int. 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers Is 
incorporated in the state of Connecticut as a 
charitable and educational, non-profit 
instijution and is officially and legally 
recognized as such by the U.S. Treasury 
Department. The Company's purposes ar.e to 
perpetuate the trad~ion of Early Amencan 
martial music, to encourage grea~er 
knowledge of the historical significance or f ife 
and drum music and to roster the spirit of 
fellowship among the fifers and drummers 
everywhere. 

EDITOR .. ····· ··· ··· ····· ··· ·· ... ... Moe Schoos 
EOITORIAL STAFF . ..... ...... ····· ··Ed Olsen 

Bill Pace, Phil Truitt 
ART DIRECTOR .. ... .. ... .... ... ... ... Bob Riley 
PHOTO EOITOA ....... .. .... ..... . Mal Hinckley 
ADVERTISING MGR . ..... .. Dodie McGrath 
CIRCULATION MGR . .. ....... ...... Judy Pape 
BUSINESS MGR .. .... ....... ..... Moe Schoos 
CORRESPONDENTS 
NORTHEAST: Dave Boddie, Art Ferrante, 
Jack O'Brien, Ron DaSilva. 
SOUTH: Ann Feder, Bill Krug 
MIDWEST: Bill Baugh, Mark Logsdon 
EUROPE: Alfons Greider, Robert Goute, Anne 
Marie Bruder 

THE ANCIENT TIMES. the nc-wsp,aP" of THE 
COMPANY OF Flf"ERS ANO DRUMMERS, IS 
PUBl.lSHE.O QUARTER.LY TO K.£EP MEMBERS ANO 
THE PUBLIC INFORMED A80UT AncienL Drum Corpi 
ae1ivilio and subjK'ts re-I.at~ lher~o, 

Tht M1n;S)llptt tne0ur•1e-s the rc-productton of it.s non• 
copyri1h1ed C()(IICl11$. Byline, ffll»( bt rn:aintd and lht credll 
1ho,utd rc-•d "From The- Andmt T imor1, 1hc q11anetl)' 
newspaper ol THE COMPANY OF FIFERS AND 
ORUMMERS: · . 

The opinions c,,11pruud in si1nNt a.ttkte-t are not n~sanly 
1 hok' of The Ancient Tim ts. Mtticiol\ or a prOduct sc-rvke or 
profnOOn.tl i.n 011, columns b 001 10 bC' con~idaed an 
c-ndonc-mtnt by THE COMP AN'°. 

Dir«1 all mail to P.O. 8o1 Jll. Wwbrook. a, Send 
edi1ori&l m&1tri1.l-1ypcd double space-cl, u.pptt and lowtt 
casc--10 Mot &h001. F0t rc.uons or ,~e ud clarhy, 
material may bC' edit~. 

for Advtnisinl!. conrac1, l)obit Mrtira1h. D1rtt1 Othe1'1 
1 bu\ln(';\ 10 Moc SchOO\C 

$1.25 per copy $4.00 per )·ear 
$7 .00 two years $9.00 three years 

The Ancient 'Rmes. 

Dear Ancient Times. 
GreetingS from the Alamo Oty of San 

Antonio, Texas! Fiesta San Antonio is 
gone for another year, but for a h.and
ful of Ancients it will not be quickly 
forgotten! Our San Antonio College 
Fife and Drum Corps marched in our 
3rd Fiesta night parade in our 4-year ex
istence with a "full complement" of 5 
fifers 3 drummers and 1 nag. This does 
take~ lot of nerve considering we were 
on the same street as the 200-300 piece 
Texas Longhorn and Aggie bands! The 
real thrill of the evening came in the 
form of an impromptu jam session with 
a few of the finest gentlemen in The Old 
Guard Fife & Drum. T hey grace our 
streets yearly, but this was our first op• 
portunity in years to meet up with t.hem 
informally. We drummers had previous
ly corresponded with the Old Guard 
during our forming stages and their 
drummers provided us with some of 
their old solos. This was our opportuni
ty and exciting it was to line up f~ce to 
face with their awesome drum line to 
jam-down (in our case jam-up) a cou• 
pie of solos! After we finished, we 
played a couple of tunes with fifers,. and 
were pleasantly surprised to see a tno of 
their fifers joining in. It may not have 
meant much to all within earshot, but 
it really showed what a couch of class 
that those army guys have, to take time 
before a busy parade to make some new 
friends! We are proud to become 
members of the company of Fifers and 
Drummers and look forward to the 

possibility some day of attending a 
muster up north! 

In the Ancient Spirit, 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary W, Haman 

Flag Carrier & S nare Drummer 
San Antomo 

College F & D 

Dear Editor, 
I recently attended the dance that the 

Company of Fifers and Drummers held 
on May 14th, in Guilford, CT. The~e 
was good food available, great music 
and for the people who came, a lot of 
fun. 

There is a lot of work involved in get
ting ready for something like this. ,:he 
committee worked many hours gettmg 
everything set. . 

What 1 would like to comment on 1s 
the amout of people who showed for the 
Company event . Here it was in the most 
most congested area of fife and drum 
corps, and we had 35 people (7 corps 
represented) at the dance. I am m a 
corps that some don't consider being a 
real "Ancient" corps, but we had the 
most members m umrorm at the dance. 
This goes to show who really has the 
"Ancient Spirit." 

I really was disgusted! People are 
always complaining 'What does the 
Company ever do for me?' Well the 
Company makes things available to all 
of you. Why don't you take advantage 
of them? What would I like to ask all 
of you-what have you ever done for 
the Company, 

In the true ancient spirit, 

Judy Pape 

JJrum Major Marries 
Old Guardsman 

Sabra Lee Feder, Drum Major for the 
Patowmack Ancients FDC since August 
1979 married Michael Scott Flaherty, 
bass drummer in The Old Guard, April 
9th at the Fort Myer Post Chapel with 
all the military "trimmings." Amanda 
Kay Feder, a fifer, was her sister's Maid 
of Honor. David Meyers, the Best Man, 
and ushers James L. Hicks Jr., Richard 
"Gus" Guastamachio, Cole B. Tierney, 
Ross L. Andrews, Rex Jamison and 
Richard Lunsford, are all in The Old 
Guard. 

The groom and ushers wore their Ar
my "Blues", a most impressive sight. 
When the couple left the Chapel through 
an arch of rines, they were treated to a 
tour of Fort Myer in the Old Guard's 
horse-drawn "marriage carriage ." 
(Those of you who have been to the Ar
my's Torchlight Tatoo at the Jefferson 
Memorial in Washington, D.C., have 
seen the "marriage carriage" open the 
performance.) The festivities were at
tended by members o f corps from 
Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey, 

When Michael leaves The Old Guard 
in July, the couple will move to Ori.an• 
do, Florida, where he will be a full-ume 
student at Central Florida University 
majoring in music education, and will 
also be employed in the musical units at 
Disney World and Epcot Center. 
Sabra's last muster was at Indian Head, 
and at that time she was presented with 
a pewter mug from the Patowmack An
cients by James L. Hicks, Jr., and the 
Corps dedicated its muster show to her. 
She was so moved that she couldn't 
remember the next command
however, she had trained her people 
well, and the show continued without a 
hitch. Do you suppose they need a drum 
major in the Disnc cor s ... ? 
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"The Company is dead, 1hey aren't doing anything" ... we hear this all the 
lime, but all that can be said is that those who make that statement are the 
ones that a re dead ... or sound asleep. The Company is very much alive! 

Consider what has been accomplished in the last five years. Just think back: 
•The admin istrative st ructure of The Company has been re-organized. 
• By-Laws have been developed and accepted. 
•A much needed "Corps Packet" was assembled and distributed. 
•The first real Company Convention was planned and successfully staged. 
•The National Muster, dormant during '79, '80, and '81 was reinstituted. 
• Book 11 of The Company music books was reprinted and is available for 

purchase. 
•The Camp Duties Book, accompanied by a cassette of the music in the book 

was published and sold out. 
•Company meet ings were held in Maryland and Michigan. 
•The /\ncicni Times was re-staffed 10 give a well earned rest 10 those who 

kept it alive duri ng the first eight years. 
•A nd now, our own Headqua rters build ing is on the horizon. 
Not bad, considering that the Execut ive Committee is made up of 15 very 

busy people from six states. Some members have to travel as much as five hours 
each way to attend a meeting. T hese people, for the most part, have to fit 
meet ings in between their fam ilies, their corps, their jobs, and their other ac
t ivities . Getting 15 people together is itself a significant achievement. 

These people deserve a lo t bcuer tha n criticism from non-participants that 
do not even real ize that when they say "THEY", they are really criticizing 
themselves because, really, each and every member IS The Company. 

MAS 

15 Special Events in 1982 Attracted 
A Total of 100 Corps 

According to Connie MacDougal, 
Statist ical Recorder for the Musters 
Commiuec, 100 corps participated in 15 
musters and/or special events during the 
1982 season. T hese figures were compil
ed from information supplied to the 
Musters Committee by the ho st 
organization. 

Only events run by the Musters Com
mittee or a member corps were con
sidered in this report. Competitions were 
not considered. Some of the units listed 
may not be members of T he Company 
but were in a ttendance by invitation of 
the host unit. The Musters Committee 
hopes ~at this information will help 

sponsoring organizations when they are 
preparing invitations for their m usters. 
A listing of the corps and the number 
of events that they participated in 
follow: 
8 EVENTS 

Olde Ripton F & D Corps 
7 EVENTS 

J unior Colonials F & D Cor ps 
Kentish Guards F & D Corps 
Marlborough F. D. Junior F & D 

Corps 
Milford Volunteers F & D Corps 
Sgt. Daniel Bissell F & D Corps 
Westbrook F & D Corps 

Cotl1inued 10 pqe 12 

Last year, The Company of Fifers 
and Drummers made history by suc
cessfully completing their first National 
Convention. In a rare occurence, those 
attending the Drum Workshop, 
moderated by this writer, voted 
UNANIMOUSLY on three proposals. 

Isn't it odd that there has not been one ' 
word in any of the minutes, from any 
of the meetings since the convention, / 
regarding ANY action on those pro
posals? The people in that group who 
voted three separate times, in full ac-
cord, were t ruly a cross-section of 
drumming styles and disciplines. The 
Company was handed a mandate by 
those individuals. Is the Company 
responsible? One should assume that 
some action be taken. Maybe this will 
ja,r some memories! I hope so. 

Mark Logsdon 

COMPANY DANCE 
1983 

A good time would have been had by all 
tr only 1hey had come 10 THE COMPANY 
Ball. 

The weather was (inc, 1he dccorationsdcligh1ful 
The food was excellent-the attendance 
frightful. 

COM PA N Y Hcadquaners would have had 
a promising s tart. 
More money in t he treasury and a good 
course 10 chart , 

Jf o nly each local co rps had sent two. 
Where were you? 

Ca1hy Ols,n 

P .S. We had a areal l ime. 

Mr. & Mrs . M ichael S. 
f l aherry 
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GEORGE "FLATTY" RISLEY 
Snare Drummer 
Unquowa Corps 
January, 1983 

JOHN J. MOFFITT, 53 
Drum Major 

Lancraft F & D Corps 

March 14, 1983 

JOHN T. WILLETT, SR., 47 
Alternate Delegate 

John Hanson's Patriots 

May 23, 1983 

TOM IRWIN, 81 

The Ancient limes 
John J. Moffitt 

Near the end o f the 1983 St. 
Patrick's Day Parade in New Haven, 
John Moffitt was stricken with a heart 
attack and died the next morning at St. 
Raphael's Hospital. Keeping his 
increasing discomfort from his corps, 
John valiantly and proudly held on 
until just past the reviewing stand and 
then left his startled drum corps to seek 
immediate assistance from his family 
and medical personnel. 

John was a resident of Guilford, CT. 
where he had lived since 1970 after 
leaving his native New Haven. He had 
run for Mayor of New Haven in 1969 
against his own Republican Party 
which had endorsed another candidate. 
He continued his civic and political 
activities in Guilford . 

Moffitt started his drum corps life as 
a drummer with the St. Brendan's Boys 
Brigade during the early I 940's and 
when the corps Major left for the war, 
John became the Major. He continued 
in that position until the corps 
disbanded in the 1950's, but within a 
few years helped to organize and then 
lead the Second Company Governors 
Foot Guards Field Music for many 
years. 

Lancraft corps was requested to· 
participate at a corps member's wake 
and funeral services. Lancraft proudly 
played favorite Irish tunes for John at 
his funeral on St. Patrick's Day, 
Thursday, March 17, 1983. We are 
forever saddened by his untimely 
departure. 

By G. A. Meinsen 
Lancraft Corps 

. John T . Willett, Sr. 

To many the sounds, the colors, and 
the pageantry created by a muster, a 
parade, a fife and drum corps or just 
the rhythmic beat of a drum are just a 
solitary fading memory. To others it 
means music, patriotism or just an 
occasion to enjoy some entertainment. 

All that which is associated with 
such events meant much more to John 
Willett, Sr. John became a part of such 
events and a great contributor to their 
successes. He assisted in the 
development of the associat ion with 
the John Hanson Society and assisted 
in research necessary in the 
determination of the uniforms 
presently used by the John Hanson 
Patriots, a corps to which he would 
devote much of his time, energy, 
talents and family. He provided the use 
of his own bus to transport the Corps 
to their first appearance at Chatham. 
Determined to master "Old. 

Joe Pappalo 

Joe Pappalo suffered a fatal heart 
attack while on a family visit to 
Arcadia, Florida on April 2nd. 
Although not an active line drummer 
for some years, he kept his hand in by 
performing in the percussion section of 
the Meriden City Band, and with his 
yearly attendance at THE 
COMPANY'S Jaybird Day. 

Best known for his stint with the old 
Yalcsvillc FDC, which he joined 
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John T. WIilett, Sr. 
Saybrooke" on the return trip, the 
drummers wore thin the table they used 
as a drum. John coordinated future 
transportation needs in addition to 
serving as a drum instructor. His 
support of the corps y;as re\"arded with 
his appointment as parade marshal 
and with the satisfaciion he obtained 
by working with a group and with 
music he enjoyed. 

In addition to preparing articles for 
the John Hanson Patriots Crier and 
assisting Mr. Painter with the minute 
details of early muster preparations he 
filled the position of aide de camp. He 
performed many major and menial 
tasks in this position. He helped write 
letters of invitation, set up the public 
address system, coordinated the 

Conti!\ued page 11 

' I 



orpa 
March 3, 1983 

JOEPAPPALO 
Drummer 

Old Yatesville F & D Corps 
April 2, 1983 

it1111111e1 ot' 1982, he hud been 1c111cd 
for some years from drum majoring 
but had always retained his drum corps 
interest with enthusiasm. He stepped 
right into the role as Lancraft 's Drum 
Major with his very professional 
manner and leadership with hardly a 
"lost beat." 

With his friendly Irish humor and 
jovial personalty, John, in a short time, 
endeared himself to all of Lancraft and 
looked forward to many parades and 
jollifications in the fife and drum corps 
world. 

For the first time in memory, the 

und 1hc11 moved 011 10 the Chy Park 
Jrs. of the same ci1y. 

Tom Irwin 

II 's hard to understand people 
dropping out of an activity that played 
so prominent a part of their lives. 
However, ii happens all of the time and 
perhaps the fault is ours for 1101 having 
tded to draw them back into 1he fold 
or ... at the very least. .. kept in touch. 

Most recent to pass unn(•ticed by his 
corps cronies was 81 year old Tom 
Irwin of the Old Warr:house, whose 

radual inactivity was the product of a 

Joe P11ppalo 

long and wearing illness. 
A product of Manchester, Con

necticut's British style Flute Band 
genre (popular between the Second 
World Wars), Tom was always ready 
for a rollicking fife lune or a chorus of 
"Sweeney" or "lnniskillin Dragoon." 
A student of that "Auld Orange Fifer" 
Bill Sinnamon, Tom and Bill made quite 
a pair. 

Retired from work-and drum 

•SeelRWIN,page9 

THE GREATEST BARGAIN IN ANCIENT 
RECORDS and PURE PLEASURE!! 

Now only $10.50 
... postpaid! 

Make check payable and mail to: 

''PRIDE and JOY'' 
the only live recordings of the American Bice'"l'i'mnnial years 19 76-19 77 

* Three beautiful records 2 hours of llstenin11 
* The last recordings of the great Connecticut Yanks! 
* 45 Different Tunes - Fife Solos - Drum Solos! 
* Full color cover and special photo Insert! 
* Featuring many of the finest corps ever assembled-recorded 

for the first time! 
* Full money-back guarantee If not totally satisfied! 

COLONIAL MUSIC SOCIETY LTD. 16 Garabrant Street Mendham, N.J. 07945 
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ALONG THE FRONTIER 

By Mark Logsdon 
and Bill Baugh 

As one of the milder winters in 
memory leaves this part of the country, 
the First Michigan Colonial Fife and 
Drum Corps continues to keep a very 
active schedule. Members of this unit 
have been kept very busy giving 
concerts in various schools in and 
around the Detroit area. Our second 
album is "in the can", so to speak, and 
waits only for cover design and layout 
completion to start the process toward 
becoming a finished product. Look for 
Volume II about mid-season. Anyone 
interested in further information . 
should send their name and address to 
Mark Logsdon, and we will send more 
specific information as it becomes 
available. 

Recently, Mark, and some senior 
members of the corps, traveled to 
Janesville, Wisconsin. The purpose of 
the trip was to help director Bob 
Williams (Mr. Bill) put on a weekend
long intensive music clinic. Fifers and 
Drummers were separated into groups 
by ability, and we worked-and 
practiced-and played. At precisely 
6:30 a.m. on Saturday morning, the 
members of the Janesville Corps were 
given an idea of what it was like to be 
part of an 18th century army when they 
were awakened to the sounds of The 
Reveille Ceremony, performed by their 
guests. Of all the times we have 

performed this ceremony, it was the 
first time that the response was, shall 
we say, anything but negative. It 
precipitated a standing ovation. After 
working hard from early Friday 
evening until late Saturday, the 
Janesville Corps put on a concert. The 
effect was startling, the improvement 
pronounced. We are proud to have 
been of some help. We feel that this is 
one way of repaying the many acts of 
generosity shown us when we were just 
beginning to function as a unit. We 
wish Janesville luck as Wisconsin's 
representatives in the parade in 
Philadelphia on July 3, and the 
National Parade in Washington on 
July 4 . 

Gary Kuntz, director of the Anthony 
Wayne Fife and Drum Corps tied the 
knot, April 30. Rumor has it that the 
music at his wedding was a bit unusual. 
Ft. Wayne Indiana's first Ancient 
Wedding. Good luck, Barb, and Gary! 

We are proud to be part of the 
National Muster to be held by the 
Camden Continentals. Our sister unit 
here in Detroit, The Plymouth Fife and 
Drum Corps will also be attending. ls 
this the first truly National Muster? 
Michigan will be totally represented. I 
would venture to guess that many other 
states will be represented as well. Even 
though we have yet to arrive, the 
Watermans et al, yes, even the newest 
one, have made us feel welcomed. I'm 
only going to get my cigar! 

CIEHTS 

FLOYD and MARGARET DEMPSEY 

526-3503 
163 MAIN ST. DEEP RIVER, CONN. 

LOCATED RIGHT. NEXT TO THE DOG HOUSE 

Other surprises awa11ea rne meinoers 
of this unit, as they traveled to 
Lexington, Concord, Boston, and 
Arlington, Mass. for the annual 
Patriots Day celebrations held there. 
We are extremely proud to have been 
invited by the Vicar of The Old North 
Church to take an active and musically 
important part in the Lantern 
Ceremonies held there on the evening 
of the 17th of April. We in the 
Northwest Territories are really aware 
of, and fully appreciate the historical 
significance of what took place in that 
area so many years ago. Also on the 
agenda for the trip, besides the 
Parades, was the mini-muster held in 
Concord, on the 19th of April. A 
chance to see old friends, and make 
new ones. This will mark the Corps 
fifth trip to this area, and it is always, 
refreshingly, a new experience. 

unless you are a fife and drum famuy. 
Certainly, LaFayette, Indiana's Ron 
Becker Family is. Ron and Barb have 
five kids, one dog and two Fife & 
Drum Corps. 

The kids, Deidre, 21; Greg, 19; 
Aniia, ·ts; Cecelia, 12; and Clark, 7, 
play in the Tippecanoe Ancients and 
the Voyageurs. The Voyageurs are the 
beginning Corps and Tippecanoe the 
older group. The Tippecanoe Corps is 
possibly the only French Fife & Drum 
Corps in the country, with their 
distinctively rich colored uniforms, 
they specialize in French music of the 
period. The Voyageurs, with their 
costumes of French backwood 
canoemen, start kids into the learning 
of the music of fifes and drums. 

Both Corps travel a great deal 10 

historic festivals in the midwest. But 
that doesn't leave Mom and Dad at 
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stunned and saddened by the passing 
of John T. Willen, Sr., Aide-de-Camp 
of the John Hanson Patriots, on May 
23rd, a month to the day after the 
Indian Head Muster. Please see story 
in another section of The Ancient 
Times. 

The Patowmack Ancients FDC of 
Arlington, Virginia, has new Orum 
Majors. Following tryouts conducted 
by Sabra Feder Flaherty, outgoing 
Drum Major, and Steve Phipps, a 
Drum Major in The Old Guard, fifer 
Christine Kuser was selected to be the 
third Drum Major in the Corps' 7 ½ 
year history. Mary Spells, also a fifer, 
is the new Reserve Drum Major. 
Previous Majors for the Patowmack 
Ancients have been Alan Carter, who 
graduated in June from Virginia Tech, 
and Reserve Major Robert Emmett 
Lee, who was also a bass drummer for 
the Corps. Christine has been in the 
Corps since January I 976, and Marv 

On their way to the Indian Head 
Muster, the New Ark Colonial Fife & 
Drum Corps of Newark, Delaware, 
picked up the Tench Tilghman Fife & 
Drum Corps from Chestertown, 
Maryland, so that they would be able 
10 attend. Although not a new corps, 
this was the first muster for Tench 
Tilghman, and it was certainly a 
neighborly deed for the New Ark 
Corps to do; it goes to show that the 
bonds of fife and drum are stronger 
than ever. 

The Torchlight Tatoo, which is 
presented annually by the Army Band 
and Old Guard at the Jefferson 
Memorial in Washington, O.C., begins 
Wednesday, July 13th, and will 
continue every Wednesday night at 
8:00 p.m. through August. For those 
who will be in the area during the 
Summer, this is a pageant of music and 
history well worth seeing. 

Christine Kuser, the new drum·major for Patowmack Ancients F.D.C., leads 
corps at Alexandria's St. Patrick's Day parade. 

The Becker kids, left to right: Cece (12), Deidre (21), Greg (19), Anita (15), and 
Clark (7). 

When your kids range in age from 21 
to 7 it isn't easy to find an activity all 
can or are interested in doing together, 

home with a free weekend. Barb is 
business manager for Tippecanoe and 

/con1inucd 10 page 10) 

Life, He~lth, Disability Group Insurance 
Annuities, Pension Plans 

Person.al and Busi~ess Insurance 
Members, Million D61lar Round Table 

Members, National Association of Lil~ Underwriters 

NEIL O' BRIEN 

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

II 40 West High Street 
East Hampton, Ct. 06424 
Bus: 267-8250 & 278-3930 

Res: is7-9742 
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Earl Sturtze Dean of American Drumming 
Instructors Retires 

By Al Dennis 

Earl S. Sturtze has written his final 
cadence-the "Dean of American 
Drumming Instructors" has retired. 

Mr. Sturtze, a long time resident of 
Hamden, has either instructed or 
influenced nearly every drum corps in 
the state of Connecticut. In 1928 he 
started teaching drumming 
professionally, and since then has 
instructed more than 80 different drum 
corps. His pupils, both male and 
female, have won over 112 titles and 
numerous other non-title contests. 

One of the people who had a great 
deal of influence on Earl Sturtze, was 
J. Burns Moore, who lived, at one 
time only two blocks away. Carl 
Frolich {a Burns Moore student) 
began ·teaching the art of drumming to 
ten year old Earl Sturtze in 1911. 

He started drumming with the 
Humphrey Fire Dept. Corps of 
Hamden. His father was one of the 
corps organizers. He entered his first 
individual contest at the age of 12 and 
tied for first prize in the senior class. 
At 13, he won the Connecticut Fifers 
and Drummers Assn. and New York 
State Championships. He also won 
championship titles in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. 

Moving to Buffalo, New York, he 
was a street car conductor and played 
for three years in the I.R.C. Band 
{International Railway Company Band 
1926, 1927, 1928). Most of the 
drummers from that era had a desire to 
develop strength in all of the 

, performance areas of drumming such 
as that o f theater work, orchestra 
work, marching band and drum corps. 
Mr. Sturtze, during the five years he 
was a resident of Buffalo, was 
substitute drummer at the Lafayette 

emerging victorious. Their drum 
section scored 19.9 out of a possible 20 
by one judge and a perfect 20 by the 
other judge. Mr. Sturtzc taught them 
for 27 years. 

An author of the ''The Sturtze Drum 
Instructor" published in 19S6, Mr. 
Sturtze has an international reputation 
as a drum instructor and his book is 
considered a "bible" for drum corps 
throughout the nation. 

He has been one of the nation's top 
and most active contest judges. Mr. 
Sturtze has served as a member of the 
All-American Judges Association, the 
New York State Judges Association, 
the Interstate Judges Association, the 
Yankee Circuit Judges Association and 
the Connecticut Fifers and Drummers 
Association. 

Earl Sturtze 

At the 1940 New York World's Fair 
he received the American Drummers 
Association "Gold Drum Award" and 
a gold medal and a citation from the 
American National Contest Committee 
for meritorious service. He is also a 
member o f the Drum Corps Hall o f 

Recruiting and Retention of Members 

Continuing our series on subjects 
helpful to member corps, we want to 
address two related areas that arc 
probably more critical to you than any 
others. Namely- how to get new 
members and, once you have them, 
how do you retain them to add positive 
new strength to your marching unit? If 
we had all the answers to these two 

, problems every corps would have 40 or 
more members and be highly selective 
.in who they choose. However, since 
neither is the case let's look at some 
different approaches. 

Recruiting New Members 
At the very start, let's address a 

couple of very important basics before 
we even go after our first member. 
Every successful corps must have at 
least one totally dedicated adult behind 
it. One who will sacrifice personal 
time, aggressively pursue an Ancient 
education and familiarization and who 
is highly effective in dealing with other 
people ... children and adults alike. The 
leader must be organized and 
responsible or chaos will follow. 
Also-capable instructors must be 
available who are not only musically 
adept, but who arc patient and 
tolerant. Especially with Junior Corps 
is the latter very critical. 

So, how do we get new members to 
grow from year to year? Churches and 
schools are often the most sure source 
for youngsters . The most effective 
methods we have seen are to get your 
existing members to bring in their 
friends from the two fore-noted 
sources. Your members are your best 
salesmen since to their friends they are 
totally believable. Parents of 
prospective new members arc much 
more prone to get their children 
involved if they know friends are 

already members. Unknown quantities 
are always a tough sell, so concentrate 
your efforts where you are well known. 
Posters in schools and churches are 
helpful especially if you have your 
members actively recruiting at the same 
time. 

At the time you plan yo ur recruiting 
{September and October is prime 
time), try to write an informative 
article on your corps and its activities 
and give it to your local paper along 
with 1-2 good photos. Aim for the 
more intimate, local paper where such 
stories are readily sought. Big papers 
generally are a waste of time. This will 
give you exposure and familiarize 
people with your cause. 

Frtt Performances Help 
Depending on your situation, it 

often is productive to visit a school and 
arrange for the corps to play a few 
tunes in full dress. This and a litt le 
Ancient enthusiasm in a speech can 
prove quite suc.cessful. In a similar 
vein , arranging to perform at local 
civic occasions {church fairs, flea 
markets, rallies, historical 
anniversaries, etc.) gives you exposure 
even if you have to perform without 
pay. There is, of course, a limit to this, 
but if you need members you have to 
be seen by the prospects! 

Running ads in newspapers and 
other expensive attempts rarely prove 
effective. Save that money. Two 
expenditure areas that are worthwhile 
is having corps business cards and 
stationery printed so that people know 
where to contact you. In the same vein, 
it is a good idea to take a listing in your 
phone book white pages under the 
corps name using an adult's phone 

continued 10 paac: 11 
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championshlp, and was an open Meriden after serving 46 years as their From the preponderance of New aggressive support of activities so far 
invitational individual National Snare drum instructor. He was honored more Yorkers and Jerseyites it would seem from home should surely vouchsafe an 
Drum Champion in 1928. recently by the Danbury Drum Corps that the Ancient mantle is moving impressive tournout at the National 

In 1931, Mr. Sturtze was and presented with a large plaque in south and west of the parent Muster which they will be hosting this 
commisioned to teach the newly recognition of 34 years as drum locale-excepting the fact that the July 29 to 31. 
formed Stratford, Connecticui, instructor of that corps. The Hudson Nutmeg state was still in the deep sleep The Germantown Corps is certainly 
Yankees. The Yankees were one of the Valley Drum Corps Assn. and the of hibernation. to be commended for this annual 
most respected senior drum and bugle Greater Danbury Area Drum Corps Crammed around the bass drums expenditure of cash and energy, as well 
corps in the nation, winning the Assn. have presented Mr. Sturtze with were members of the Long Island as for their continued tolerance of that 
Connecticut State Championship many "Citations of Appreciation" for his Minute Men Cornwall Continentals, crustiest curmudgeon of them 
times and often attending the contributions 10 both Associations. Bender Memorial, New York Ancients, all- Arnold whats-his-name. 
American Legion Nationals. Our best wishes to Ronnie and Earl Yankee Tunesmiths, Chas. Dickerson, 

After a four-year void of American Sturtze for many years of health and Sons of Liberty "Veterans Corps", 
Legion competition due to World War happiness and the best of everything in Colonial Musketeers, Village 
II, the 1946 Nationals took place in the years to come. We are proud to Volunteers. etc .• etc. Even the far off 

An Explanation 
San Francisco, California with the have known and studied with one of ' No, the Times is not beginning to slip 

its publication dates! This issue was 
purposely delayed one month to avoid 
a five or six months lapse between the 
Summer Issue and the Fall issue. You 
see your editor is leaving from the 
National Muster for an extended trip 
around the USA and by delaying this 
issue one month, you won't have to 
wait as long as for the Fall issue which 
may also be delayed one month. 
During the trip, Moe and Eleanor hope 
to stop by and visit with corps along 
the way. So, all you Ancients in 
Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin , 
Indiana, California, Texas etc., don't 
be surprised if you get a call some day. 

Connecticut Yankees of Stratford the "greatest." 

10th Marquis of Granby 
Visits Namesake 

On May 18th, two young men 
walked into the Granby Public Library 
in Granby, CT. and told the lady at the 
desk that they were from Granby, 
England. They knew tl:lat there was a 
Granby near Hartford and they 
thought that it would be nice to look 
the town over. The lady at the desk 
said, "You know we have a Marquis of 
Granby Fife and Drum Corps." At 
that, one of the men pointed to the 
other and said, "He is the Marquis of 
Granby." 

Granby, who will become the 11th 
Duke of Rutland on the death of his 
father, is an arms and armor specialist 
at a London art gallery, but his family 
seat is Bclvoir, a 200 room castle near 
Nottingham, England. The family has 
owned the castle since 1120 A.D. 

Wednesday night being the corps' 
rehearsal, the group was alerted to 
wear uniforms because they were to 
entertain a special guest. After the 
"rehearsal" the Marquis signed a few 
autographs-simply "Granby." 

Both the family coat of arms and 
motto are the drum corps' flag. The 
corps name was taken from that of a 
militia group that flourished in the 
Granby, CT. area during the period of 
the French and Indian War and the 
Revolution. 

The 10th Marquis of Granby said he 
was very glad that he stopped by and 
promised to return in I 986 for the 
town's 200th anniversary. 

Germantown Dispe/1s 
The Doldrums 

Awash in a sea of molsons and mud, 
the Great"Speckled Bird rose screaming 
from the crest of Danbury Mount
ain-shriekin& ancient Swamp 
Yankee incantations to dispel the 
dourness of winter and embolden the 
advent of spring. 
· It was the Germantown FDC Annual 
February Doldrums Party, held on the 
19th of that self-same month, and so 
many corps types were drawn to its 
Danbury, CT. location that one might 
suspect he were transported to happier 
seasons, except for that surrounding 

Arnold Bird, with his best side, to Ille camtn1, 
shows the door to late-arriving Wayne 
Bare,-m-sometlme Drum Major of the 
Germantown corps. 

ATTENTION CORPS DIRECTORS 
Subscribe Your Members to the 

ANCIENT TIMES 
1 Year $4.00 - 2 Years $7.00 - 3 Years $9.00 

P.O. Box 318, Westbrook Ct. 06498 
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Lancraft's "Men of the Year"- Flfer BIii Liebe and Bass Drumer Harold 
Ripperger were so honored at Lancraft's Old Timers Night. Both admitted 
to starting in Boy Scout drum corps-Bill in Conntttk11t and Ho.I la New 
York. 

Photo by Ed Olsen 
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Jack O'Brien's "Spirit of Uberty" sure looks cold 
in a Nutley, N.J. St. Palrkk's Day Parade ••. Saow 
and all! 

Pltoto by Ron DaSllv• 

TlieAncie 

ON 

Captain James BYxton, 11ever la,ae b• 
ceremonies commemorall.ng lhe burning of 
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hair, Sll,la (Tolokel). 

Pholo by Ed Olsen 

A spale of Ancient Marll)er11 Joln Connecllc•I Go•ernor Bill O'NeU ln Easl Hamp. 
Ion, lhe Go•emor's home lown. The occuioa was a cettmony honoring n lerans 
of World War I at Ille local V.F.W. Post lasl January JO. 

Long Island Minuteman brry Kron and Company Musk 
Committee Chairman Duke Terrerl going o•er some drum 
music for a future publication. 

Pholo by Ed Olsen 

Former Company President Tom Connolly and Ed Feeney bad nol seen each 
other for 25 year11 when Ibey mel again al the John Hanson muster in Maryland. 
Tom now heads lbe Union Brigade corps In Mass. and Ed lhe Colonial 
Musketeers In N.J. Bolh enjoyed the meellng and joined ln lhe Jolliflcallon. 
What belter way lo rekindle a friendship? 

Pbolo by Mal Hinckley 

Pbolo by John Dombeck 

The Palowmack Ancienl's "Dead t,:nd Kid", Mike 
Dnis, seems lo be heading lbe wrong way. 

Photo by Ann Feder 

Flnt Mlchlaa■ Rea't's Mark Lo 
especially lo guarantee .support 
COMPANY'S aew headquarters 

Grandma Ullian Hagerme: 
Sarah Elizabeth, ready lo 
Musler. Bolb are member11 o 
federales from Pennsyhanl, 
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always strong, al tbe 
Essex, Ct. by tbe British. 
Photo by Mal Hinckley 

Tbe Salling Masters of 1812 present a salute at the Essex eommemoratlon of the 
town's burning. 

Photo by Mal Hlnekley 
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All sel for lbe chilly trek at the New Haven, SI. Patrick's Day Parade is Frank 
McGowan of lhe Ancient Mariners with his shoulder borne parrot "Chaun• 
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er and granddaughter, 
o at the Indian Head 
the Fishing 0-eek Con• 

bolo by Mal Hinckley 

Gordo• MacAnllur came to Mt. IC19':o from Granlte•We, Ver• 
moat to prese■t Ills plus for ral!i11& Ille money to nnance THE 
COMPANY'S newest bla adventure. 

Photo by Ed Olsen 

Ray Amow of the Milford Volunteers loeks astounded al the 
camping area al lhe John Hanson Muster. It was Ray's first 
time at Indian Head but probably not his lasl. 

Photo by Pbll Truitt 
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lhal bashful bass drummer Nick Allanaslo al Germantown's Doldrum Party. 
Pholo by Ed Olsen 

"Let's talk II onr fellas, that's not what Mr. Feeney sald," Young Musketeers 
aet in a Utile practice in the camp area In Indian Head. 

Photo by Phil Truitt 



Vol 10 No 1 Page 8

Page8 Summer /983 The Ancient limes 
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Beating to Quarters 

by Bob Riley 

The "Starter" was generally made of 
half inch Hemp: doubled and knotted 
twice, (or three times) on the end of a 
foot and an half length. 

•0-Vigorously applied by the "Bos'n" to 
the under bulge of !he sleeping "gobs" 
hammock- the Starter would turn out 
any hand who failed to respond to 
Reveille which was always piped aboard 
U.S. Frigates at dawn. Equally 
respected, and effective, as a starter, was 
the "pre-battle" cannonading of the 
Field Drum, " Beating to Quarters." 

Ordinary hands were lucky if they 
were able to have four hours of un
broken sleep, since emergencies (real or 
contrived) commanded their instant 
assembly at t heir battle stations 
(Quarters). At Reveille, there were but 
twelve minutes to take down and pack 
a hammock, stow it in the Hammock 
berth at the edge of the Spar deck, go 
through a simple toilet and dress, then 
report for duty. 

Our late 18th, 19th Century Drummer . 

could be found aboard U.S. Frigates 
dressed in the uniform of the Marine 
Corpsman. He paralleled the Army 
Drummer in transmitting battle orders 
to gun crews for similar reasons; the 
drum being able to be heard above the 
din of cannonading and musket fire. 
The Naval Drummer likewise presented 
a prime target to enemy snipers position
ed in the mast-tops and usually firing 
vastly more accurate muskets than were 
used in earlier Revolutionary War. 

Positioning the drummer just forward 
of the Mainmast, and generally adjacent 
to the rear coaming of the main hatch, 
the beating to quarters and other com
mands could be heard on both the spar 
deck and also the gun deck below, by 
all gun crews and other hands. 

Regarding the drums used aboard, 
U.S. Frigates, and most subsequent 
Naval vessels, an interesting note; they 
tended to be of less diameter that the Ar
my drum, since in many instances 
" 1ween-deck" hatches were of small 
dimension. 
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John Hanson Patriots Host 21 Ancient Corps 
to Kick Off 1983 Muster Season 

by Phil Truitt 

To launch the muster season each 
year in Ancientland, there simply can
not be a better choice than the John 
Hanson Star of the Sea event in Indian 
Head, Maryland. Under the direction of 
Bob and Mabel Painter and John 
Willett, this muster always features 
patriotic replenishment, warm com
aradarie and the small, but very special 
touches of a host corps which truly 
strives to make its guests welcome and 
their visit memorable. 

Through the years, a hard core con
tingent of I 7-19 corps make this muster 
an annual stop simply because the good 
times really roll yet they are always sup
ported by meaningful reminders of what 
our dedication is all about. Corps came 
from New York, Rhode Island, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Massachusetts, Con
necticut, West Virginia, Maryland, 
Virginia and Pennsylvania as a tribute 
to the John Hanson Corps who has 
always been one of the most active and 
loyal muster supporters o f The 
Company. 

Pre-muster Activities 
The muster weekend was kicked off 

on Friday with the traditional Torchlight 
Parade followed by opening ceremonies, 
a spirited jam session and the renewal 
of old friendships and warm ties with 
the likes of Ann Feder, Bob and Mabel 
Painter, John Wille11, Paul Urbaniak, 
Dave and May Wentz, Mal Hinckley, 
Ray Arno, Ernie Kiburis and so many 
others who are the true loyal backbone 
of the Ancient movement here in the 
east. Ken Lemley was on hand despite 
an injured hand and was obviously 
proud, as was Don Young_ of the sharp 

amongst the public. This is something 
that we all notice at our parades and ap
pearances, but it was very apropos to 
present the meaningful poem for the 
benefit of the many youngsters in atten
dance as well as those of us who need 
an occasional nudge of patriotism in our 
derrieres . 

Stand Performances 
There were several outstanding per

formances on stand that deserved note 
even though all corps performed with 
spirit, and performed well. New Jersey's 
Colonial Musketeers were truly superb 
and gave clear evidence as to their rank 
among the finest competition corps in 
the land. Ed Feeney has done a magnifi
cient job with these youngsters. Patty 
Rochette, (the 3rd in a line of outstan
ding Rochette lasses with this unit over 
the years) led Westbrook's Junior Col
onials who played crisply and with gusto 
in the true Connecticut Ancient style. 
Ernie Kiburis' Yankee Tunesmiths con
tinue to be impressive with each passing 
year. 

A big and impressive Olde Ripton 
corps, the Fishing Creek Confederates 
and the Kentish Guards were also 
noteworthy. Joshua Huddy's small 
band from Colt's Neck, N.J. drew 
steady applause as did the trios from the 
Captain James Buxton group and the 
Village Volunteers who represented their 
units with clear expertise and spirit. The 
Nutmeg Volunteers, the New Jersey 
Colonial Militia and West Virginia's 
Andrew Lewis Volunteers all shone in 
the graying skies. Virginia's Patowmack 
Ancients presented a stylish show as did 
the authentic New Ark Colonials from 
Delaware. Germantown finished off the 
stand appearances in rousing style with 
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Two Women in the Corps- First 
Brother-Sister Team in Old Guard 

When Megan Tierney of Hanaford's 
Volunteers in Vermont was asked to 
send information for the Times to do an 
article on her, we found her letter so in
teresting thai we decided to visit in
stead of losing some of its enthusiasm 
by re-writing it into an article. Her 
letter, in part_. follows: 

Dear Mr. Boddie, 
Thank you very much for wan

ting to do an article on me. 
I started fyfe and drum while I 

was in the 5th grade. Mr. Sommer 
had just started the corps for the 
~elebration of the Bicentenniaf. 
They came to my school trying to 
get recruits, and it looked like fun, 
so I joined. I had also just started 
to play the flute so it wasn't hard 
for me to pick up the fyfe. It was 
love at first sight! 

I started to gel interested in the 
Old Guard when I saw them at the 
Westbrook Muster about 2½ 
years ago. They were practically 
my idol! I thought they were the 
greatest thing in the world. The 

Megan Tierney 

next year at Westbrook, I saw 
them again and this is when they 
announced that they were going to 
start accepting women into the 
corps. I was so excited! A couple 
of friends of mine and I decided 
to informally try out and see what 
they thought of us. They really lik
ed us but said it still needed more 
work. So I gave them my address, 

"Hello, Remember Me?" 
Under clear but threatening skies, the 

Saturday muster parade was a spirited 
one. Leading the newer contingents at 
this year's affair were the slate-blue clad 
youngsters of the Tench Tilghman F & 
D Corps from Chestertown, Maryland, 
who although formed in 1975, were at
tending their first Ancient muster. 
Massachusetts sent the Union Brigade, 
directed by former Company president, 
Tom Connolly, who were formed in 
1982 and put on a fine show here. Penn
sylvania's 200-year old Berlin F & D 
Corp also made its maiden muster 
appearance. 

The stand performances were preced
ed by a very meanginful and pertinent 
recital by Mabel Painter, of a poem en
titled "Hello, Remember Me?". It 
reflected on the respect and welcome the 
American Flag used to receive on its 
parade appearances, but, in a society of 
waning patriotism, it no longer enjoys 

expecting them to send me some 
information and music. Around 
this time, my brother, Cole, was 
officially trying out. It took him 
several times until he finally made 
it on the bass drum in Yorktown, 
Virginia at the Yorktown Sur
render (1981, Ed.) 

I then started to think seriously 
about it when my brother and my 
friend, Ross Andrews, made it. So 
in August of l 982, I contacted my 
brother 's recruiter. He set up all 
the Army physicals and the audi
tion for me. I then flew down to · 
Washington in September (free), 
and tried out offically. T hey said 
that I had definitely made it into 
the corps. They also had me play 

southern corps banded together and 
come on to "Dixie" while the northern 
corps strode forth to "Yankee Doodle". 
It led to a highly spirited jollification 
and was a very effective touch for which 
Bob Painter is now famous. 

Special Tribute 
T his was the last time that many of 

us were to see John Willett. Tragically, 
John passed away one month after the . 
muster. John was always one of the 
warm, congenial people who made this · 
muster go and whom we all came to see, 
specifically, every year. In the years 
ahead, John's warm smile and hand
shake will always be remembered by 
those of us who were fortunate to know 
him. His loss, of course, will be mostly 
felt among his family and the ranks of 
the John Hanson corps but it is a tribute 
to the man that his departure was felt 
with great sadness and the feeling of loss 
throughout the Ancient ranks he serv
ed so well for so long. He will not be 
forgotten. 

the flute , they actually liked my 
flute playing as well or better than 
my fyfe playing, but that doesn't 
matter. I had made it! When I got 
home, I flew back to Manchester, 
N.H. where I took the big step and 
enlisted. It was sort of scary but 
very exciting. I was to be the se
cond lady in the Old Guard Fyfe 
and Drum Corps. Also my brother 
and I are to be the first brother
sister team in the Old Guard. I 
sure did feel special. Our local 
town newspaper, The Essex 
Reporter, also did an article on me 
which I think bloated my head a 
little. 

The Old Guard gives pretty 

Con1inued page II 
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corps-Tom drifted away from the old 
activities. Although missed by his 
many acquaintances, it wasn't too long 
before his corps went dormant thereby 
cutting his last solid connection with 
the good old times. 

It doesn't seem all that long ago that 
Fred Vehring, the "Point's" colorfully 
grouchy drummer, could be heard 
"Bellerin"-Tommy's got a fit a 
sneezin', hurry up and get some 
whiskey. " 

Things were a1w·ays lively up that 
way, and it wasn't just the cadence. 

Financial Planning 
and Personal Service 

x~ ._/~1,c~ INC. 

est. 1955 

~ ALL TYPES OF 
LU INSURANCE 

...4 

* CONTRAST fro m page I 

would accommodate a multi corps 
muster in inclement weather, a fenced 
in swimming pool and a stream behind 
the camping area that enticed many a 
corps member on the warm day. 

The Young Fusileers are to be 
congratulated on the smooth way in 
which the muster was handled from 
start to finish. Hopefully they will have 
another one and more corps will take 
advantage of the opportunity to visit 
this fine muster area. One thing, there 
is plenty of camping space but no 
motels closer than ten miles away. 
There are no food stores but plenty of 
varieties are available at the fair on the 
grounds. 

Get on the Taconic Parkway, work 
your way through New York's 
Westchester County, cross the 
Whitestone Bridge, follow the Van 
Wyck Expressway to Exit 6, make a 
right turn on Hillside Avenue and less 
than two hours from the quiet country 
area of LaGrangeville you are in the 
Hillside area of New York where the 
Yankee Tunesmiths hold their annual 
muster. . .lots of cars, lots of people, 
elevated trains, long · parade pass 
lots of houses, and most important, 
lots of good old muster fun. Twenty 
Corps from Long Island, Westchester, 
New Jersey, Connecticut and some 
from as far away as Virginia, 
Maryland and Camden, N.Y. were in 
attendance. It was hard to believe ihat 
Jamaica Avenue could be cleared of 
parked cars and traffic detoured 
around that busy street for almost l wo 
and a half hours. It was odd seeing 

959 Boston Post Road people going in and out of the large 
Madison. Connecticut Italian restaurant on the "edge of the 

245-7327 muster field. " It was strange sitting 
NEW HAVEN PHONE 624-8509 under the Long Island Railroad trestle 

Representing Leading Stock listening to fifing and drumming and 
.... ., ......... , f'Amn.an/h!J wa1ching a long freight train rumble 

----..u--JW:w..1111.11:l.ltl,ll..l,~l.!.l!Jllit~!!ii..--il--~·-~·1.o•,u-1 . 

couldn't hear it over the music. Yes, it 
was quite a contrast especially to those 
of us who witnessed both events, for 
the first time. Still the true spirit of 
fifing and drumm ing was the same, 
along with the traditional muster 
beverages and jam session. 

DID YOU KNOW .... 
· .... that during the Civil War, Ulysses 
S. Grant said, -I know only two tunes; 
one of them is "Yankee Doodle", and 
the other isn't! 

. ... that the "Yellow Rose of Texas", 
played by Confederate fifers in the Civil 
War, was like "Dixie"- also a product 
of the "Northern" minstrel stage. Its 
earliest recorded publication date was 
1853 and its author is identified only as 
HJ.K." 

.... that John Philip Sousa, the 
famous "March King", had a father 
who was also a musician. The father's 
name was John Antonio Sousa. He join
ed the British Navy and later he enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy in 1847 as a musician 
and was stationed at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. John Antonio Sousa then moved 
to Washington, D.C. and enlisted in the 
U.S. Marine Band in 1854 and during 
the Civil War 1861-1865, he played 
trombone and "fife"! 

... . that during the Revolutionary 
War, the Hessians were renowned for 
their musical ability. In I 776, they ar
rived in New York, making the hills re
sound with fifes and drums. When they 
were taken prisoner at Trenton on Dec. 
26, 1776, Major-General Heath wrote to 
Governor Jonathan Trumbull of Con
necticut, that there were 20 drummers 
and 9 musicians. The captured Hessians 

lo cd 01 1lw firsi Founh of luly an 
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Ernie Kiburis and his crew of 
Tunesmiths and Dave McMorris and 
his bunch of Fusileers should reach out 
from city to country and vi~e versa to 
congratulate each other in their spunk 
and success. 

1887. 
.... that a Fife-Major was a non

commissioned officer who formerly had 
change of the army regimental fi fers. 
The rank is first mentioned in 1748 in 
the Royal Artillery, and was officially 
recognized in the Army Ordnance 
Estimates. One hundred years later in 
1848, the office of Fife-Major was 
abolished, although the office existed in 
the Foor Guards. The Fife-Major had 
to keep a roster, and had to take care 
that the fifers were in proper uni form 
and kept their fifes in good working 
order, that they practice twice a week 
together and keep a roll of duties for his 
fifers. The ranks of Fife-Major no 
longer exists in the Army! 

.... that in a Civil War notebook, the 
signal to assemble to action was the 
"long roll" of the drums. In battle, to 
"beat the rally", was the main task of 
the drummer. Whenever the sold iers 
scattered and the ranks were broken, the 
soldiers would reform their lines under 
fire, being guided by the drummers tat
too rising high above the deafening 
noise of shot and shell. Drummer boys, 
of the ages of twelve to nineteen, usual
ly always threw away their heavy drums 
during a battle and seized the equipment 
and guns of their dead comrades! 

.. . . (Correction Please). ln the Com
pany of Fi fers a nd Drummers, 13ook 
"2", on "l•ilc" pa11t• 111, 111y 11111111· Bill 
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TWO-PIECE CLOOS 
REPRODUCTION
Tunable, B flat 
Concert Pitch 
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register, strong 
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tone ~ quality. 
Rosewood, Ebony 
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ONE-PIECE 
CLOOSREPRO 

B flat Concert 
pitch, long 

ferrules. Easy 
3rd register. 

Ebony or Rose
wood, $25 .00 ppd. 

Or try them, then 
buy them at Leo 

Brennan's, Sutler. 

Baroque & Irish Flutes; 
Tabor Pipes; Flageolettes, 

Antique Flutes. Send for 
brochure and/or antique 

flute list. 

SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 South Maple Street 
Enfield, Conn. 06082 

Telephone (203) 749-4494 

.... that the I-tench "Uurgu11J1,lll" 
Christmas carol "Patapan" in the 17th 
century, was a story based on "fife and 
drum," and had the following stanzas. 
(I) Willie take your little drum, with 
your whistle, Robin come! When we 
hear the fife and drum, Tu-re-lu-rc-lu, 
"Patapatapan", when we hear the fife 
and drum, Christmas should be frolic 
some. (2) Thus the men of olden days, 
loved the King of kings to praise. When 
they hear the fife and drum, T u-re-lu
re-tu, "Patapatpan", When they hear 
the fife and drum, Sure o ur children 
won't be dumb! (3) Cod and man are 
now become, More at one than fife and 
drum. When you hear the fife and 
drum, Tu-re-lu-rc-lu, " Pata-patapan", 
When you hear the fife and drum, 
Dance, and make the village hum! (I 
have the music anJ wu1<1, Lo this ca,ol.) 

.... that when the fife was "re
introduced" in 1745-1747 into the 

the 1a1I of the ~~-conJ cndlllg of I ,HI 
"D", it should say, return 10 "B" and 
play only 19 measures, then hop 10 the 
"sign" ending! Also in Book " I" ... on 
"Drums", page 23, 1812 6/8 by the Sail
ing Masters, I did write that Fife tune, 
even though my name docs not appear! 
... It may interest you 10 know how this 
tune came about. In composing and ar
ranging for the Sons of Liberty, I tried 
many experiments. One was trying hard 
not 10 change the original tune, with ex
ception as 10 the triplets, write it in a 6/ 8 
rhythm. Here is the 2/4 and the 6/ 8 for 
comparison! 

P.S. It will be great when the Com
pany of Fifers and Drummers has its 
own hcadqulirtcrs. As one feature, all 
members old and especially new, will be 
able to sec the "museum" displaying 
fifes, drums, pho1ographs, uniforms, 
music, etc. I also feel that there should 

I Sil % ©l<t~I ~ 
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British Army, (after its Puritan banish
ment), fife "calls" became the rule to 
the drums accompaniment. They were 
used until the 1890's, in Britain, the last 
official version being, "Drum and 
Flute" (Fife) Duty, issued on Oct. I, 

be a "Hall of Fame" for great Ancient 
Fifers, Drummers, Drum-majors, drum 
corps, groups, etc. Belween the Museum 
and the Hall of Fame, I feel that all 
future members will then have a "com
plete history" of Ancient Fife and Drum 
Corps! 

I 
! • 
i 
' ' 

I ' 

I 

I ' 
i • 
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* EVENTS continued from page 2 

Yankee Tunesmiths F & D Corps 
6 EVENTS 

Ancient Mariners of CT. 
Capt. James Buxton F & D Corps 
Charlton Militia F & D Corps 

5 EVEl'/TS 
Barton's Raiders F & D Corps 
Chester Drum Corps 
Connecticut Blues F & D Corps 
Deep River Senior F & D Corps 
Deep River Jr. F & D Corps 
North Branford Minutemen F & D 

Corps 
Nayaug Ancient F & D Corps 
Portland Ancient F & D Corps 
Union Brigade F & D Corps 

4 EVENTS 
Coginchaug Jr. F & D Corps 
Col. John Chester Jr. F & D Corps 
Cromwell Grenadiers Jr. F & D Corps 

* FRONTIER continued from page 4 

treasurer for the Voyageurs. Ron 
works on Corps equipment and helps 
provide transportation. 

How did seven people from one 
family get started on the same interest 
when most families are spread far and 
wide most of the time? "So is ours," 
Barb said, "But this is the one thing 
that brings us together. Our son, Greg, 
really got us started in all this, being 
the first to join the Voyageurs when he 
was 12." The Becker family all 
followed along. 

The Tippecanoe Corps will add two 
new performances to their schedule 
this year, Mardis Gras in New Orleans 
and Mackinac Island. The midwest is 
filled with historic festivals, many held 
at frontier forts of the British, French 
and Americans, at which the 
Tippecanoe Corps regularly performs. 

But the Grand-Daddy of the festivals 
is the Cor s one back round, 

Tfie Ancient Times 
Deep River Tories F & D Corps 
Green Mountain. Regt F & D Corps 
John Hanson Patriots F & D Corps 
Lancraft F & D Corps 
Hanaford's Volunteers F & D Corps 
New Jersey Colonial Militia F & D 

Corps 
Patowmack Ancient F & D Corps 
Stony Creek F & D Corps 
Village Volunteers Guard F & D 

Corps 
Washington Trail Guard F & D Corps 

3 EVENTS 
Arrowhead Ancients F & D Corps 
Bethpage Colonials F & D Corps 
Connecticut Patriots F & D Corps 
Connecticut Rebels F & D Corps 

Camden Continentals F & L) Corps 
Higganun-Haddam F & D Corps 
Marquis of Granby F & D Corps 
Moodus Drum and Fife Corps 
Sailing Master of 1812 F & D Corps 
Nathan Hale Ancient F & D Corps 

Pawtuxet Rangers F & [> Corps 
Taunton Colonial Militia F & D 

Corps 
Towpath Volunteers F & D Corps 
Yalesville Jr. F & D Corps 
18th Conn. Regiment F & D Corps 
2 EVENTS 
Charles Dickerson Field Music 
Claremont Colonials F ·& D Corps 
Gansevoort's 3rd N. Y. Regt. F & D 

Corps 
Germantown Ancients F & D Corps 
Hanaford's Vermont Militia 
Helleberg F & D Corps 
Massachusetts Ancient Mariners F & 

D Corps 
Menotomy Minutemen F & D Corps 
Mt. Kisco F & D Corps 
New Ark (Delaware) Ancient F & D 

Corps 
N. Y. Ancients F & D Corps 
Nutmeg Volunteers Jr. F & D Corps 
Old Guard, 3rd Inf. F & D Corps 

Pound Ridge F & D Corps 
Samuel Comstock F & D Corps 
Spirit of '76 of Endicott F & D Corps 
Sudbury Fife and Drum Companie F 

& D Corps 
William Bender Memorial F & D 

Corps 
Young Colonials of Carmel F & D 

Corps 
Prince Wynn F & D Corps 

I EVENT 
Andrew Lewis Volunteers F & D 

Corps 
Bebbie Club F & D Corps 
Colonial Boys of Mass. F & D Corps 
Colonial Musketeers F & D Corps 
Colonial Navy of Mass. F & D Corps 
Continental Marines 
Continental Fifes and Drums 
8th Volunteers- Manchester 
1st Highland Watch 

Conti, ucd 10 page 12 
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fo7;:Ct;d and in ;7c;cnt years musters 
with the other midwest Fife & Drum 
Corps. Fort Ouiatenon is the historic 
home of Tippecanoe and the Feast 
annually attracts over six thousand 
French frontiersmen, with crafts, 
foods, music, skills and activities. For 
the Becker family, living history comes 
easy in the Wabash country. They live 
outside of Battle Ground, Indiana, just 
north of Lafayette where the Battle of 
Tippecanoe occurred. The kids have or 
will attend William Henry Harrison 
High School, where yet another 
historic band exists in 1812 costumes 
that this music family is a part of. 
Among Barb's other activities she is a 
volunteer for the Tippecanoe Coun1y 
Historical Museum's Genealogical 
Library. 

It's True-They Work! 
Last April, Individual Member Ken 

Burwood ate at a Chinese restaurant in 
his home town of New London, CT. 
After the meal, Ken has a Fortune 
Cookie which contained this message, 
"You may attend a party where 
strange customs prevail." Two day 
later, Ken was at a muster ... and you 
didn't believe in Fortune Cookies! 

Back Issues Made A vailab/e 
The Ancient Times announces that 

back issues of the Times may be 
ordered from: The Ancient Times 
"Back Issues", P.O. Box 318, 
Westbrook CT. 06498. 

Single issues are priced at $1.25. A 
complete volume (4 issues) may be· 
purchased for $4.00. Nine complete· 
volumes have been printed to date, this 
issue is Number I of Volume X. . 

There are a limited quantity of 
complete sets from Volume I thru 
Volume IX and anyone desirous of a 
complete set of back issues should act 
promptly to avoid dissappointment. 
When ordering single issues, be sure 
to specify volume and number you 
want. 

Mt. KiKo's BIii Stewart tallying up the day's expenses after 
the spring meeting. 

Rick Klimowicz of the Ancient Mariners and his tin whistle 
lazily pass the lime away walling for the Indian Head Muster 
to begin. (pholo by Phil TruiU) 

COMP ANY MUSIC BOOK II 
is available 

7.00 

(add $1.00 for handling if ordered by mail from 

ART FERRANTE 

58 RIDGED ALE A VENUE, FLORHAM PARK, N .J. 07932 
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* RECRUITING con1 inucd from page S 

number. Remember, most of us are very 
difficult to locate for newcomers who 
see us on the church. Being in the 
phone book is a very positive move! 

Recruiting of adults is equally as 
important. For Junior corps, adults are 
always needed for the many chores 
usually dumped on the director. 
Parents are a good source especially 
those involved and enthusiastic about 
their children. Not all parents are ... so 
watch before you make your move. 
There is a wide selection of duties to 
offer adults so try to pick one that 
matches their interest. If a director can 
have the luxury of 5-6 loyal, 
responsible parents it will amaze you 
what can be accomplished. Never stop 
recruiting though. You never know 
when a family will move or the child 
will leave the corps_ so don't ever stop 
and think you're on top of everything. 

Senior corps recruiting is a different 
story. If you are fortunate enough to 
have one or more Junior feeder corps 
in your vicir,ity. you have it knocked. 
However, don't forget to work at 
maintaining good relationships with 
those units because they are your life 
blood. Without such a supply line, 
senior corps have to be good 
researchers. Musicians may be in your 
area, but how do you find them? 
Asking a few questions at the local 
.veterans' organizations, historical 
societies and musical groups often will 
pay off. Check The Company 
subscription list to the Ancient Times 
as sometimes that will give you a lead. 
In short, try to think what the musician 
might be doing to pursue his interest 
and you may find him ... or her. 

Retaining New Members 
Many corps have to ld me that they 
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to have fun as a group. Try and do a 
different trip every year if you can. Try 
new musters as well. Variety is an 
Ancient spice of great success. Adding 
to your repertoire and your uniform 
are both highly effective and positive 
moves as well. This is especially true if 
you have a veteran corps. 

We all have those years when we 
have a few super musicians, but the 
bulk of the corps is new and learning. 
How do you keep the veterans happy 
when the corps must only play 3-4 
songs of basic difficulty? One effective 
device is to arrange duets or trios so 
that your better musicians can have a 
challenge and feed their pride and 
ability. 

Camping Out 
Camping out at musters or special 

trips is always a winner for young kids. 
It gives them something to enjoy and 
talk about when they get home. The 
more your members talk about the 
corps at home the stronger their ties 
become and the more new members 
you're liable to see. Camp outs can be 
a lot of fun for adults as well and it is 
not uncommon here in the east to see 
corps at a muster with 50-60 parents 
sleeping over with the members. 

Retention comes from promoting 
pride and a feeling that the corps is 
highly popular wherever it goes. Save 
newspaper articles to show members. 
Have your members read the Ancient 
Times to see what is going on with 
other corps. Send in photos and 
articles to the Ancient Times 
occasionally so your members see their 
name in print. 

Organized Fun & Enlhusiasm 
You will attract and retain members 

if you put some thought and effort into 
the corps. Our music wins over the 
audience, bu, 1 he whole experience has 

Moe and Eleanor wailing for new subscribers and customers for Company 11. . 
(Pholo by Phil Truitt) 

* TWO WOMEN continued from page 8 

good benefits als;. While I am 
there, I will get about $300 put in
to a college fund for every $ I 00 a 
month that I take out of my 
paycheck. I am almost positive 
that I will use the money and go 
to college after the three years in 
the Old Guard and go into either 
music or science. I did have a 
choice to go to the University of 
Vermont free because my mother 
works there. But I really wanted 
to experience the traveling and be
ing on my own for a while before 
I settled into the books again. I got 
support from my family and they 
were really proud of me, I feel 
pretty proud of myself a lso, to be 

ly the Sommers who are responsi
ble for getting me started and 
keeping me so interested in it. 
They realJy made all 7½ years of 
it worth it.. .. 

Sincerely yours, 
Megan Tierney 

P .S. I have also taught the 
younger fyfers in my corps for 
some time now, and I am atten
ding Essex Junc1ion High School 
where I am a Senior." 

Megan, we know that all your friends 
will join us in wishing you the best, good 
luck. 
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family type atmosphere. Do things 10 communicate with other corps and ing the busy seasons I'll be travel- electrical services required by the many 
together and get members mixing. observe at musters so that you can ing a lot and playing at a lot of stands, tents, trailers, and equipment. 
Keep in mind that being a member has constantly add new ideas. The latter Presidential ceremonies ... but I'll John dutifully performed the behind 
10 be fun for your kids ... and more fun breeds enthusiasm and that is what never get there unless I get through the scenes tasks. 
than soccer, baseball, Boy Scouts, Girl Basic Training in Fort Dix, N.J. John's family has and still provides attracts and holds your membership f h c · h f'' 
Scouts etc. which will compete with l'll gel through it fine, I hope. I support or t e orps, wit 11ers as 

from year to year. LI · h d Th t· 
You aggressively. Make practices lively am planning on leaving for Basic we as wit rummers. ey con inue 

If you can afford a bus ... it is the best 10 carry on the assoc·at·o tarted d k h k.d · E l · · Tra1·n1·ng on August 23, 1983. 1 1 n s an eep I e I s acuve. xp aming inves1men1 you can make for corps years ago by their father. 
the historical significance of songs and morale. 11 brings closer ties through After that I go straight to the Old The sounds, the colors, the 
the corps itself will help because it travelling as a unit, greater fun through Guard in Fort Meyers. I am really pageantry and the beat of the drum will 
produces understanding and deepens comfort and _ it allows you to travel looking forward to it and good continue to be heard and seen due to 
involvement. longer distances. Be sure you talk with times, yet l am going to miss all the dedication and hard work of 

Get your new recruits in uniform other bus owning corps for financial my fyfing buddies in the parents such as John Willett. 
~~~r~nart:en!tgrse,e~=~n~~~t ::/~~e~a~~ guidelines (on insurance especially) but Hanaford's Volunteers, expecial- By David Bott 

a bus solves a lot of problems. 
carry and the sooner your new people In summary, as long as your 
catch the spirit and electricity of a live enthusiasm and interest lasts so will 
performance-the closer you are to that of your members. Keep the 
retaining him/her. Youngsters like 10 atmosphere alive with fun and learning 
do something so a flag is often wclcom- and you will have no problems with 
ed as opposed to marching with the fife recruiting and retention. If you have 
line and faking they arc playing. Think problems in these areas, examine how 
of your kids and watch them as you can you have been running things. Is your 
clearly see how they are progressing. corps boring? Do you need new 
When they look bored you have to ge1 instructors? Have you made any 
10 work or you'll lose them. friends among other corps? Keep 

Keep Corps Active communications open and get involved 
A busy schedule is the best thing in because it rubs off on others. If the 

the world for membership retention. leader has an active mind and 
This no1 only includes the parades, but enthusiastic spirit your corps will 
muster appearances and several nourish. 
visitations to historical spots. No If any of you have specific questions 
matter where you are located there are or ideas you want to contribute in these 
prime places to visit that will build up critical areas, write the ancient Times 
the historical awareness of · your and we'll pass them on in later issues. 
members as well as give them a chance 

ATTENTION.CORPS DIRECTORS 
Subscribe Your Members to the Ancient Times 

1 Yr. -$4.00-2 Yrs. -$7.00-3 Yrs. -$9.00 
P.O. Box 318 Westbrook Connecticut 06498 

DEEP RIVER 

• INN 
You're a stranger here but once! 

PHONE 526-3500 
Your hosts 

BERNIE & BRIDIE McKEON 
18 Main Street, Deep River, Connecticut 
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• MEETING co nlinucd from page I 

be forthcoming in closing the sale and 
initiating an aggressive grant and fund 
raising effort to underwrite full 
development of the new headquarters. 

It was noted by President Arsenault 
that the DRAM muster committee is 
soliciting bids from corps to run the 
concession stands at Deep River as 
profits were not such that they could 
afford to take the task on in 1983. 

Commiltee Reports 
Bill Kinnare gave his final report 

before vacating the Treasurer's role 
due to family reasons. Bill received a 
standing salute for a job well done 
during his tenure. His final report 
reflected $22,419 total monies on hand 
which did not include the inventory of 
Company Store merchandise. Total 
1982-83 fiscal year income was $7,057 
as against $7,528 in expenses. Notable 
drains were the convention which cost 
$4,051 and only brought in $1,904 and 
The Ancient Times which showed 
$2,142 in revenue as opposed to $3,617 
in expenses. Editor Moe Schoos noted 
that the paper is now, however, 
breaking even. For what the paper 
means to us all-a break even situation 
is certainly great and reflects the fine 
show that Moe runs. 

In the Ancient Times report it was 
noted that subscriptions now run 
slightly under 600. Since we have the 
better part of 3,500 corps members 
across the country the subscription 
situation reflects the apathy within our 
ranks Jf cvcrv rorDS Director would 

Summer 1983 

STOP! !IClEITS lCTlYITlES 
CHECK YOUR LABEL 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

t-tAS EXPIRED 
If the code in the upper 

right hand corner of your 
address is 

10·1 
RE-SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

July 9-Gansevoorts 3rd Regiment 
Muster, New Hartford, NY. Contact: 
Henry Hartz, 9 Noyes St., Utica, NY 
13502 

????-Pound Ridge -Colonial Fife 
and Drum Corps Muster, Pound Ridge, 
NY. (pending) 

July 16-Deep River Ancient Muster, 
Deep River, CT. Parade steps off at 

The Company Store 11 :00 A.M. This is an INVITATIONAL 
Bill Kinnare noted that new mugs are muster. Contact: Stephen Tavernier, 63 

available as well as collector's item CountrY Club Road, Groton, CT 06340. 
buttons from the first convention. July JO-National Muster of the 
Back issues of the Ancient Times are Company of Fifers & Drummers spon-
no w being packaged and sold in sored by the CAMDEN CONTINENT-
complete annual sets by entrepreneur ALS Fife and Drum Corps, Camden, 
Schoos so you may want to look into NY. Parade steps off at 12:00 noon. 
building a complete set of the paper's This is an OPEN muster. Contact: 
editions for your private collection. Richard B. Waterman, 21 Fourth Street, 
They are going to be very rare and Camden, NY 13316 (315) 245-1892. 
valuable some day soon so get 'em August 6-Pawtuxet Rangers Fife 
while they're hot. The Company store and Drum Corps Muster, Warwick, RI. 
reported a $634 intake from Deep Contact: Canada Squizzero, 77 Gover-
River and $658 from Westbrook in nor St., Cranston, RI 02920 (401) 
1982. 943-1017 .. 

It was noted that there will be no August 7-0lde Ripton Fife and 
convention in 1983 due to the stress on Drum Corps Muster, Huntington, CT. 
our new property in required funds and Contact: May Wentz, P .0. Box 2389, 
labor. The financial loss on last year's Huntington, CT 06484 (203) 929-6588. 
convention will ~ amended somewhat August 13-Green Mountain Regi-
in 1984 by increasing the charge for ment Fire and Drum Corps Muster, 
attendees. Obviously !982 was a Barre, VT. Contact: Gordon MacAr-
learning experience which we survived thur, RFD 1-159 Tower Road, 
so come 1984 we will be brighter. Graniteville, VT 05654 (802) 433-5580. 

Contact: Mrs. Delores McGrath, 
RR3-Box 402, Westbrook, CT 06498 
(203) 399-6436. 

September JO-Sargent Daniel Bissel 
Fife and Drum Corps Muster, Windsor, 
CT. Contact: Francis Dillon, P.O. Box 
255, Windsor, CT. 06095 (203) . 
688-2822. 

September 11- Marlborough Fire 
and Drum Corps Muster, Marlboro, 
CT. 

September 18- Nayaug Fife and 
Drum Corps, Muster, South Glaston
bury, CT. (pending). Contact: W. Claire 
Wilbor, P.O. Box 293, GlastonbufY, CT 
06033 (203) 633-7676. 

September 24-Sudbury Fife and 
Drum Companie Muster at 
Longfellow's Wayside Inn, Sudbury, 
MA. This muster is by INVITATION 
ONLY. 

September 25-Acton Minutemen 
Fife and Drum Corps Muster, Acton, 
MA. 

October 16-Taunton Colonial Fife 
and Drum Corps Muster, Taunton, 
MA. 

November 26-Mini-muster on the 
New Haven Green, New Haven CT. 
Contact: Musters Chairman, David 
Boddie, 1467 Durham Road, Madison, 
CT 06443 (203) 421-3841. 

December 10-Old Saybrook Tor
chlight Christmas Parade. 

I 

A motion by Mark Logsden was August 20-Barton's Raiders Fife 
,. •• _ ,., _ __ ,.,· - ~ · .... ...._ __ a,.,n...,d._..D:.:.r.,,_u,.,_m,..;C=o'-'ro"'s'-'M= u"'st.::e::.ar . ._T.:.;1:..:·v.::er:..:l.::O.:.:n.,_, .::Rc.:.l.:..__•_•_;•A:...:.:d::::d.:.:il.:.:io:,:n;;:a:,:.l.:.:in.:.:f.::o::;rm= a.:.:ti.::o.:.:n~f.::o::.r .:.:lh:,::c=-.:.,:A:,::n:;;.-___ 1-..J 



rarna11ca ly increase. 

National Mosler News 
Rich Waterman of Camden reported 

he has 35 corps already accepting the 
lures of steak and Lowenbrau 
including the First Michigan corps. 
Whereas the time limit will be midnight 
/or playing on the field, Rich noted 
several pubs have opened their doors to 
the Ancient music until 2:00 A.M. It 
was carefully noted that camping space 
~s extensive, but those planning 10 stay 
m Rome motels must make their own 
reservations! Musters chairman Dave 
Boddie gave his endorsement to the 
facilities. This should be a super show 
people, so I hope you all plan to be 
there. 

Moe Schoos further noted, for the 
Ancient Times, that with our present 
number of subscribers the paper simply 
cannot afford 10 be published more 
often. He also added the next two 
issues will run a month late due to a 
planned trip out West for Eleanor and 
himself after the Camden bash. 

Doc Ferrante reported the Music 
Committee is working on Book Three 
and has ample copies of Book Two 
available. Betty Rudolph suggested 
future covers be three hole punched for 
better durability and Doc promised to 
see to it. For the Archives, Ed Olson 
noted he still needs historical 
contributions. Now that we have a new 
building and plans for a formal 
Archives Ed & Kathy are going to 
rediscover half their home. Ed is 
looking for historically valid articles 
original song scripts, instruments' 
uniforms, flags etc. so "to get thes; 
~aluable items preserved for posterity 
m our new museum, write him and let 
him know what you have. Any 
oldtimers you know who might have 
old relics should be persuaded 10 
contribute them to our Archives as 
well. 

Ancient seminar he organized and 
conducted on his own The midwestern 
corps are doing a super job of 
spreading the Ancient word and in 
many cases they put us to shame out 
here when it comes to authenticity. 
Believe it! 

In summary the April meeting was 
one that definitely will live in our 
history as significant. Many key 
decisions were made for future growth 
and for establishing The Company as a 
legitimate historical entity. The doors 
to progress were opened wide and some 
day we will look back and recognize 
the stature of the decisions that came 
to pass this day in Mount Kisco. 

(cOntinurd from page 10) 
,,_ ,. 

Hampden Irregulars F & D Corps 
Hatfield F & D Corps 
Fort Sutter F & D Corps 
His Majesty's 29th Regt. 

Independence F & D Corps, PA 
Independent Light Dragoons F & D 

Corps. 
Joshua Huddy's F & D Corps 
Minutemen of Floral Park 
Pioneers F & D Corps 
Plymouth F & D Corps-MI. 
St. Camillus Colonials F & D Corps 
St. John's Colonial Girls F & D Corps 
2nd Co. Governor's Ft. Guards 
Spirit of Liberty F & D Corps 
Spirit of '76 F & D Corps-N.Y. 
Stewart Highlanders Bagpipe Band 
2nd Co. Herricks Regiment 
17th Conn. Regiment 
Tiots Ancients F & D Corps 
Tippecanoe F & D Corps 
Yatesville Senior F & D Corps 
Utica Citizens Militia 
Warehouse Point F & D Corps 
Any questions about the above should 

be addressed to David Boddie, Musters 
Chairman. 

August 27- Westbrook Fife and 
Drum Corps Muster, Westbrook, CT. 
Parade steps off at II :00 A.M. This 
muster is BY INVITATION ONLY. 

the date, location, type of event, 
whether or not it is invitational, and the 
name of the contact person. 
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