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THE ANCIENTS FUND DRIVE IN . HIGH GEAR
Five Year $100,000 Goal Set for,· _Headquarters/Museum Building in Esse_x , Ct.
The imposing wooden structure on
North Main Street in the Ivoryton section of Essex, Connecticut is already
undergoing an internal facelift under the
managership of Dave Boddie and then
newly formed House Committee.
While it is anticipated that it will be
at least early spring of 1984 before external refurbishing can begin, the artists'
sketch accompanying this story illustrates the basic look conceived for the
Headquarters and Museum Building.
All those attending the October 23
• General Business Meeting of THE
COMPANY at the new facility have had
· a chance to tour the two floors and learn
of some of the plans for renovation.
The major immediate project of The
Company of Fifers and Drummers is an
all out fund raising effort to realize the
goal of $100,000 by 1987 so that the new
building can be completely renovated
for the Ancients to use and a trust fund
established for perpetual funding of at
least one-half of the yearly carrying
char es for the Head uarters and

Drawing by Buzz Allen shows first phase of remodeling of building and grounds for .
Headquarters sod Museum Building purchased by The Company of Fifers and Drum•
,ners In Essex, Coooeclicut. Situated on two plus acres of prime land, with ample area
for future construction of a fire-proof museum, music library and archi~es, the buil~i.ng

Patron Pledge of $250 annually. A brief
check of drum corps business managers,
in the Northeast area in particular,
determined that the average corps
receives between $200 and $400 for
parade services. Many units march three
to four times over the Memorial Day
weekend, alone.
Another technique which corps are
using to raise the $250 for the yearly
pledge is by taking a portion out of the
corps funds-say $125 and then matching that amount through individual
members of the corps. Another half and
half technique that is popular is through
a raffle.
Some corps report that they are planning a series of raffles, with donated
merchandise and merchandise gift certificates from stores in the area, to raise
the entire $250. The average cost per
ticket is $1.00.
Chance books are another fund raising technique that is being applied
toward raising money for The Ancients
Fund.

drum corps.
Fund Drive Has Three Major Donor
Categories

The three major categories of donations for THE ANCIENTS (HEADQUARTERS AND MUSEUM) FUND
- are outlined in detail here. A copy of the
pledge card is also reproduced at the
bottom of this page and can be used to
send in an actual pledge or donation.
PATRON: We are asking all drum
corps, institutions of all kinds, and individuals to pledge $1000 as Patrons of
The Company of Fifers and Drummers,
Inc. This $1000 to be paid one time or
in four equal installments of $250 each
over a four year period, payable in
January of each of the next four years,
beginning in January of 1984.
Each patron of The Company of
Fifers and Drummers will be recognized through our publicity program and
by special materials and emblems
designating a "Patron." Most important, each Patron will have the satisfaction of knowing that each contribution
is helping to make possible a permanent

home for the music, the traditions, and
the history of American fife and drum.
CONTRIBUTOR: Each contributor
is asked to donate $100 per year,
payable in two equal installments of $50
each, the first payment in January and
the second in June, starting in January
of 1984. The total four year pledge of
each "Contributor" will be $400.
SUBSCRIBE R: To become a
"Subscriber," a donation of $25 must
be received by The Ancients (Headquarters and Museum) Fund by the end
of January, 1984. We will ask each
subscriber for a donation of $25 in ihe
next four years, but will not request a
pledge.
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS OF ANY
AMOUNT ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
The fund drive is under the guidance
of Trustee Bill Pace who assumed the
post of Chairman of The Ancient's
Fund late in August, following a special
meeting of the Executive Committee, at
which Dave Boddie was also named as

PLEDGE CARD

Company on Main Street in Deep River,
Connecticut has donated the printing of
the pledge cards and the flyers which
have kicked off this renewed fund raising effort. Floyd reports that he will give
a special discount to any drum corps for
raffle tickets printed to raise money the
The Ancients Fund.

House Manager.
Pace is soliciting ideas for fund raising from all individuals and corps and
reports that several Patron pledges have
been received.
·
A complete list of pledges will be
featured on the front page of the next
issue of The Ancienl Times.
Pace stressed that the request for
$1000 pledges from each drum corps
does not mean the corps' treasurer has :
to write a check for the full amount, in.
fact the pledge may be paid in four installments, starting with $250 in January
of 1984.
He reports that corps are approaching
the pledge from several points. Some
corps, whose own financial positions are
relatively secure!, are sending checks for
the entire $1000 with their pledge card.
As one corps leader said, "we know we
need the money now, so enclosed is our
check for the full amount. "
Some corps are earmarking the proceeds of one parade a year for their

Chambers, Beleslracci , Coo1>erman,
Yo un g, Feeney Joi n Ex1>a nded
Committee

The Ancients Headquarters and
Museum Fund Committee has been expanded by several new members, each
with responsibility for specific areas of
fund raising. Executive Commiuee
member Gordon MacArthur remains as
a member of lhc Committee, although
pressures of distance and family forced
him to relinquish the chairmanship.
MacArthur will work primarily with
drum corps solicitation and Phil Truiu
will develop programs aimed al
soliciting funds from non-drum corps
Continued on page 8
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Westbrook, CT 06498. All contributions a re tax deductible.
I

Tl1e
@mpany
of
(J,fers
~

Vrummers

I
!
I
I
i

PATRON $1,000 PLEDGE. You may enclose the total amount, your first year's pledge. or simply return the_
card itself. Your f irst pledge of $250 is due in January of 1984 and each January, thereafter. through Jan. 1987.

CONTRIBUTOR $100 PLEDGE. You may enclose the total amount. your first year"s pledge. or simply :
return the pledge card. Your.first pledge of $50 is due in January of t984, the second installmenl of your pledge is·
due in June. 1984.

SUBSCRIBER $25.00 D ONATION may be made at any lime. This is t he minimum dollar amount of an
individual donation that will qualify The Company of Fifers & Drummers for the matching gift programs of
American corporations.
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i PLEASE PR!NT·t

YOUR PLEDGE (Total Amount) - -- -- - - -- -- - -- - -AMOUNT ENCLOSED WITH THIS PLEDGE CARD _ _ __ __ _ __
Your Name _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ __ _ _ __
Corps Name - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Address-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - , - C ity _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ __ State _ _ _ _ ___ Zip _ _ __
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DONATIONS ACCEPTED IN ANY AMOUNT, AT ANY TIME.

KEEP THIS PORTION
FOR YOUR RE~OROS

Amount Aem1tte<1 - -- -

Check Numbe, - - - -

Balance
Due
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Dear Editor:
Glancing through the last issue of The
Ancient Times and then recalling some
of the comments made to myself and
fellow members of the Ancient Mariners
about the "few" time we are in attendance at musters prompts this letter.
According to the " 1982 Special
Events Tally" published in the Summer
I983 issue, only eight corps attended
more musters last year than did the Ancient Mariners. We are listed as attending six events, along with two other
corps.
The vast majority of non-member
corps and member corps of THE COMPANY, attended less than six events,
again, according to the listing.
The Ancient Mariners make a conscious effort to support new corps and
traditional muster activities, but we also
present concert programs and march a
full parade schedule on major warm
weather holiday weekends.
We try to do our share, and this note
is simply to say if you " look at the
record," criticism of the Ancient
Mariners for not being in more places
each muster season is a bit unfair.
In The Spirit,
Bill Pace,
Business Manager
To Camden Continentals:

Dear Fellow Ancients:
Thank you for hosting such an enjoyable muster!

In fact, everyone in Camden seemed
to go out of their way to be just plain
nice.
And so, we toast your endeavor, with
thanks for fine fellowship and that
special camaraderie known by fifers and
drummers everywhere.
In the Ancient Spirit.

successful muster. As always, the experienced ever present, guidance and
assistance of the Company's staff was
a contributing factor to the smoothly
run muster. Perhaps, Camden will sponsor another Muster in '84? If they do,
don't miss it.
Once again, thank you.

Jim Smith

In true drum corps spirit, always,

Dear Fellow A ncients:

The Camden National Muster has
come and gone. It will, with me personally however, remain a cherished
memory. Friday's jam-session, followed by Saturday's full-day schedule of activities concluding with another wonderful and most enjoyable "jam-session,"
truly made my day, as well as others.
Your local townspeople were warm
and friendly, as were your Corps
members. The food offered to all Corps
and panicipants was absolutely excellent
and in abundance. Not to mention the
courteous and smiling "help" doing the
cooking and serving. Everything was
"well organized." Even Mother Nature
came through by not raining when the
program got underway. My wife and I
"thank you" for the invitaiton to your
muster. I was pleased to have been a
"jam-session" participant.
To the Watermans and all the
Camden Corps members , who for so
long worked diligently to make this
momentous affair a success, you must
be commended. Your desires and goals
were achieved, your efforts most fruitful. You "all" should be very proud of
the conclusive results- A perfect and

I

Gerry & Nick Attanasio

We in the Midwest in our travels east
notice a phenomenon that we are not
totally prepared for. Specifically, the attitudes of some Eastern Corps toward
"their" (read "our") rich musical
heritage, is to us, somewhat puzzling. It
seems that many of you on "the home
front" take a blase attitude toward the
music and the history behind the music.
Is it true that "absence makes the heart
grow fonder?" We take the art of fif.
ing and drumming, and the heritage of
this unique an form most seriously. This
is not meant as an indictment, merely an
observation.
One way of showing an interest
(renewed interest?) in preserving ancient
music is to support YOUR Company of
Fifers and Drummers. The Company is
(conrinued Page 7)
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A CHALLENGE FOR THE 80s
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l'hrcc cheer~ for your editorial, "The
Company is Dead," that's not what
your "silent majority" think.
I think you are a success just to gel
out The Ancient Times; it is excellent;
much better composed and written than
most local newspapers.
.
Phil's story or the 23rd Westbrook
Muster was the best yet- please repeat
for the 24th. We also loved Cathy's
poem about the Company dance .....
Remember. that the spirit of Bob
Morgan is with you all the way a nd he
wou ld be so proud of you ALL.
Congratulations and best wishes,
Ken Morgan
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muster- and surely the ones that follow
will be hard pressed to match up. For
others, notably Bob Toft of Endicot1,
Colin Sterne of Pittsburgh and Bruce
Sterne of Providence, R.l. , this was the
first time they had played together since
1938 when they played in the Endicott
Colonials.
(Incidentally, Bob Toft's son, Craig,
drove up form Asheville, NC, to play
with the Commonwealth Ancients- and
we were honored with guest appearnaces
by Virginia Wilkos of Rocky Hill, CT;
and Russ Kirby, Dan Moylan, Tim
Melxsell and Eric Heinecke o r the Sudbury Ancients.)
The Malleys at the Erie Bridge Ski
Lodge were most accommodating and
hospitable .

on t s mos 1rnpor an proJCC m t 11s c a e.
as a en as cp l a w , over
the years, enrich the knowledge and add to the enjoyment of every person with
a love of fifes, drums, and drum corps in general. The building will become
a central point where one can research music, uniforms, instruments and other
areas of drum corps interest and, it will provide The Company with a home.
This will, of course, require work and sacrifice on the part of every member
of The Company. As.members of The Company, every individual and drum
corps should accept this as their personal project and strive to surpass the goals
set by the leaders of The Company.
The goal of $100,000.00 in four years may seem unrealistic to some, but if
one stops to analyze the goal, it should really be "a piece of cake." The I 983
roster lists 113 corps and two Institutional members. Since it was published,
some corps disbanded and others joined but let us say that there are 100 corps
in The Company. That $100,000now breaks down to $1000 per corps, but that
amount is requested in a four year period which reduces the $ 100,000 now, to
$250 per year, or $4.80 per week!
Surely ALL corps can afford that. You see the goa l is not unrealistic, it really IS "a piece of cake," but only if you, as a member of The Company of Fifers
and Drummers do your part. Don't forget that the $4.80 per week is even less
when you take a ded uction on your income tax.

THE GREATEST BARGAIN IN ANCIENT
RECORDS and PURE PLEASURE!!

''PRIDE and JOY''
the only live recordings of the American Bicenlennial years 19 76-19 77

* Three beautiful records
2 hours of
* The last recordings of the great Connecticut Yanks!

Nowonly

$10.50

...postpaid!
Make check payable and mail to:

llstenin11

* 45 Different Tunes - Fife Solos - Drum Solos!
* Full color cover and special photo Insert!
*Featuring
many of the finest corps ever assembled-recorded
for the first time!
* Full money-back guarantee If not totally satisfied!

COLONIAL MUSIC SOCIETY LTD.

16 Garabrant Street, Mendham, N.J. 07945
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18th Conn.
Regt's First
Muster Enjoyed
by All
by Sue Stewart
A day of perfect weather on June 18,

Walcott S. Brown, 75
Deep River FDC
August 26, 1983
Walcott S. Brown

Walcott S. Brown, 75, died August 26
after a brief illness. Long a supporter of
the Ancients, Walcott was a member of
the Deep River Seniors and was the official Scrivener of The Company of
Fifers and Drummers. He was a member
of The Company of Military Historians
and was active in several historical

1983, was the finishing touch which
made the 18th Connecticut Regiment's
first muster a success.
The Simsbury Colonial Muster, held
in Simsbury, Connecticut, began as a
suggestion made at a corps meeting in
the summer of 1982. At that time, the
18 CR was easily identified as "the small
but rowdy corps with the blue jeans and
bare feet." By the spring of 1983, the
corps was a little larger, a little rowdier,
and outfitted in brand-new uniforms,
and ready for their first muster.
Following tradition, the 18 CR, as
host corps, opened the muster with their
performance. A medley consisting of
Black Watch, Stillman's Reel, a Brandywine fife solo, followed by a drum
solo, and Pleasures of Spa was played.
Ten guest corps followed in their performances, as the 18 CR welcomed ancients
from Connecticut and Massachusetts.
Also in attendence were Barton's
Raiders from Tiverton, Rhode Island,
and the Green Mountain Regiment from
Vermont. Camping on the muster site
with the 18 CR, the Green Mountain
Regiment helped to keep the fun going
late into the night.
Muster Master Mike Short said the
day was a great success even though
public turnout was fairly low. "This is
the first muster ever held in Simsbury.
Now that these people are seeing what
fife and drum is all about, we're looking forward to a bigger crowd next
year," he said.
The date for next summer's muster

National Muster Rated As
One of the Best
by David Boddie
Thirty-six corps descended on
the N.J. Colonial Militia kept the crowd
Camden, New York on the weekend of
enthused with their respective perforJuly 30, and enjoyed one of the finest
mances. The Middlesex corps returned
muster weekends ever staged by fifers
for its stand piece to the crowd's
and drummers.
pleasure, followed by the Deep River
The occasion was The Company of
Seniors, Barton's Raiders, New Ark
Fifers and Drummers' 6th National
Fifes and Drums from Delaware, three
Muster, hosted by the Camden Confifers from the Ancient Mariners, the
tinentals. Rich and Jeff Waterman and
Plymouth Michigan corps, the Kentish
their entire crew spared neither time nor
Guards, Junior Colonials, Yankee
expense in making this event a real winTunesmiths, Patowmack Ancients,
ner. A feature was the shuttle trams
Totoket and the Union Brigade, all doc a r ling a fine job and keeping the ening people back and forth from campthusiastic crowd roaring its approval of
ground to the downtown area. The
each group.
trams ran from early Friday afternoon
The Spirit of '76 corps, of Holly J oluntil the wee hours of Saturday mornly fame, took the stand followed by
ing, starting again early and running unGansevoort's from Utica, Higganam
til parade time on Saturday. After the
and Haddam, and the St. John's Colparade they continued running until late
onial Girls whose dance routine went
Saturday, making it convenient for
over big with the crowd. Germantown,
those who had to get to the campground
of February Doldrums fame, and
after the parade. The beer bus ran as
without uniforms, got a big hand as did
promised to the delight of the corps
the Minutemen of Long Island and the
people.
Sons and Daughters of Liberty, a new
It did rain, but the Chairman of the
corps attending its first National
Weather Committee did his job effecMuster. The Milford Volunteers halted
tively. The parade, muster and ensuing
their great performance when Bass
jam sessions were not hampered by the
Drummer Ray Arnow felt the effects of
rainfall that greeted the early arrivals on
the heat and fell out. After a few anxFriday, went away, and came back
ious moments, Ray recoverd to the relief
about 3 AM on Saturday. By 9 AM it
of all present. The Prince Wynn corps
was gone and the program commenced
from Queens followed the brief,
as scheduled.
unscheduled intermission, performing
38 corps, including the two Camden
well and followed by the Towpath
corps, lined up for the parade that
Volunteers (Sr), the Continentals of Enstarted promptly at twelve noon. Upon
dicott, Helleberg, Charlton Militia, the
arriving at the muster "field", the NaJr. Ancients of Endicoll, the Towpath
tional Colors from each corps were masVolunteers (Jr), the Young Colonials
ed at either side of the announcer's tent
from Carmel, N. Y., The Comand the National Anthem, played by the
monwealth Ancients from Pittsburgh
Middlesex County Volunteers opened
and Sam Dow who went on stand
the formal part of the muster. Followdespite the fact that half of their fellow
ing the prayer by the Reverend Father
members were stuck on the N. y.

and New Britain, Connecticut. He
founded the New Britain Automotive
Museum and was active in the The
United Way. Walcott was a retired
Commander in the U.S. Naval Reserve.
A descendant of Henry Walcott who
settled in Windsor, CT in 1634 and
founded the Congregational Church in
Connecticut and also of Elder Brewster
of The Mayflower Company, Walcott
attended Yale and worked for Aetna Insurance Co. for 42 years. He is survived by his wife, Lily, and a son, Thomas.

but as it always is with musters, plan~
are slowly beginning already. As they
marched off the muster field, the 18 CR
played."Welcome Here Again"-to invite everyone back for their second
muster.

THE PERFECT
CHRISTMAS GIFT

The Ancient Times
1 yr. -$4.00
2 yrs. - $7 .00
3 yrs. -$9.00

Life, Health, Disability Group Insurance
Annuities, Pension Plans

dlcsex Corps left the stand leading the
National Colors, a very impressive sight.
Jack Plumly, and Executive of Oneida
County brought greetings from the
Camden community, and the muster
was underway. The two Camden corps
got things started with their big sound,
setting the stage for the 18th Connecticut Regiment who did an excellent job.
The First Michigan Corps roused the
crowd with well disciplined fifing and
drumming. This corps received the
award for travelling the longest distance
and for having the most in line. The ever
popular Dickerson corps had the crowd
roaring as it left the stand following a
sterling performance. Stony Creek and

was good to sec thc111.
The last corps to take the stand was
registered as Plainville but it included
several former members who are now
playing with at least four corps. They
formed the Circle of Friendship that
signaled the end of the formal muster.
The jollification that followed lasted
until early Sunday morning with many
of the townspeople still sitting around
enjoying the musical feast. The Camden
corps, the Camden community and
especially the Waterman family should
be very proud of themeselves. Their first
muster was well worth the time, money,
and effort that they put into it. It was
a great muster.

DEEP RIVER

Personal and Busi11ess Insurance
Members, Million Dollar Round Table
Members, National Association of Life Underwriters

INN
NEIL 0' BRIEN
NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE CO.

You're a stranger here but once!

PHONE 526-3500

II

40 West High Street
East Hampton, Ct. 06424
Bus: 267-8250 & 278-3930
Res: 267-9742

Your hosts
BERNIE & BRIDIE McKEON
18 Main Street, Deep River, Connecticut
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"Behind this building is where the muster will be held, now I'll take you back to the
campground-All aboard."
Photo by Mal Hinckley
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The Camden Continentals lead the pre-muster parade down
Camden's main thoroughfare.
Photo by Mal Hinckley

A portion of the massed colors during the opening ceremonies.
Photo by Mal Hinckley

National Muster
Camden, New York

l
Mary Flanders presents an award lo Mark Logsdon of the First
Michigan Corps while Jeff Waterman and Jim Van Doro look on.
Her grandfather founded the Continentals in 1850 and her father,
Ray White, was with the corps from 1910 to 1973 and was director
ror 30 years.
Photo by Mal Hinckle)'

Deep River,
CT.
T he Regimentals from Basel, Switzerland take • page fr~m
Amerirana .

Photo by Mal Hinckley

"Swede Hall" cho wder break is
THaklngoand
amm . , Indiana's Irving Block, a regular
at the DRAM for many years. Ed Olsen
Photo by
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. ·n Director of Barton's
George Levesque,_• r~~n P~stCommander'sBanRaiders FOC, rece,veds e (left) and new Director
ner from Susan Na eau
Judy Sihestri.

Photo by Mal Hinckley
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"lkhind this building is where the muster will be held, now I'll take you back to lbe
campground- All aboard.''
Pholo by Mal Hinckley
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The Camden Continentals lead the pre-musler parade down
Camde n's main tho roug hfare.
Photo by Mal Hinckley
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A portion or the massed colors during lhe opening ceremonies.
Photo by Mal Hinckley

National Muster
Camden, New York

•

illiiiiii.:111~1111;....,
, •

I

f

......

-~~--~-

Mary Flanders presents an award to Mark Logsdon or the Firsl
Michigan Corps while Jeff Watennan and Jim Van Dorn look on.
Her grandfather founded the Continentals in 1850 and her father,
Ray White, was wilb the corps from 1910 to 1973 and was director
for 30 years.
Photo by Mal Hinckley

Deep River,
CT.
The Regimentals from Basel, Switzerland lake a page rrom
Americana.
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Pholo by Mal Hinckley

Taking • "Swede Hall" chowder break is
Hammond, Indiana's Irving Block, a regular
al the DRAM for many years.
Photo by Ed Olsen
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The 18th CT. Reg'I plays lhe Nalional Anlhem 10 start I heir firsl musler.
Photo by Mal Hinckley

George Levesque, a retiring Oireclor or Barton's
Raiders FDC, receives lhe Pasl Commander's Banner from Susan Nadeau (lefl) and new Director
Judy Silveslri.
Photo by Mal Hinckley

Jean Harding,
service beyond
And !raveling

Page6

Fall 1983

The Ancient limes
RECORD HEAT WAVE "DAMPENS" DRAM
N .J. Colonial Militia Misses Dram
By BILL PACE
For Intercourse! (PA. that is)
The less than usual crowd was still en-

l

thusiastic with applause and cheers and
the occasional offer of a cold drink as
the Ancients made their way down Deep
River's Main Street this past July in one
of the hottest, most humid Deep River
Musters o n record-the coatless Lancraft Drum Crops gave evidence of the
oppressive heat-but those original
Moeller drums still sent out a crisp
cadence from the skin heads.
Highlight of lhe march, along with
the most in line winner Ancient
Mariners, was the corps traveling the
longest distance-the Swiss Regimentals
from llasel, Swi11erland, under the
direc101ship ofOuo Wick, whose son is
also a drummer with the Basel group .
They "-Ore simulated American Civil
War type uniforms and played arrangements reminding the listener or the
style of the now inactive Connecticut
Yanks.
The S\\iss Regimentals' appearance
on the Muster Field drew enthusiastic
response from the a udience, again
dim inished in numbers because of the
intense heat and humidity.
For the first year in recent memory,
less than 45 corps actually played on the
stand, due primarily to the humidity and
record heat wave-coincidentally, when
the heat of the day subsided, one of the
longest 1asung, most musical Jollifications in recent years took place about
one quarter of a mile down the road
from where the Muster is held, at the
Scandinavian Club, known as "Swede"
Hall by Muster participants. New York
State's Harold Green and the Ancient
Mariner's Russ Rankin led an enthusiastic circle of snare and bass drummers who played for upwards of five
hours on the Saturday night of the
Muster. The Camden Continentals, who

By PHIL TRUITT

" Don't look so worried Phil, it's all part of
our act." Ancient Mariner's prisoner is finally subdued on the muster field . (Photo by
Ron DaS ilva)

the following week hosted the National
Muster in upper New York State, were
on hand as were several members of the
Sailing Masters, Stony Creek and the
New York Ancients wearing their
bathing suits, which, for once, looked
like the "perfect" uniform for the hot
day.
The Chester Drum Corps drew loud
applause, fielding one of its largest units
of recent years while the HigganumHaddam Drum Corps, fielding a small
playing unit, presented a crisp fife and
drum sound.
Rhode Island's Kentish Guards were
in the line of march as were the three
See DKAM, Pagc8

The temptation proved to be too
much. For the first time in many a year ,
the N.J. Colonial Militia did not appear
at Deep River this July 16th-17th. What
was the attraction that caused this
breach in tradition?
Start with the promise of a sleepover
weekend with free wine, hearty Pennsylvania Dutch food and a paid, two day
appearance at an authentic Revolutionary War re-enactment. Add the
Jure of nights under the stars in a
magical environment rife with such
towns as Intercourse, Blue Ball,
Bareville and Bird-In-Hand ...and the
NJ CM simply went under.
With a hardy band of 12, the Garden
State's senior Ancients motored into
Pennsylvania's Lebanon valley for a
weekend of merriment at the historic
Mount H ope Winery. With Frank Orsini 's masterful yet tempestuous driving,

the big white bus rolled in just in time
to join the N.J. 2nd Militia Company
for the noon show on Sataurday.
Although the promise of free flowing
vino never quite materialized, N.J .'s
bawdy band of Ancients had a most enjoyable weekend while spreading the
magnetism of Ancient music through
the Amish Country. Appreciative
crowds reacted with spirit to the shows
on both days making the occasion
rewarding.
All in au good good, a touch of the
grape (and other assorted brews) a warm
reception, an ~uthentic arena and much
good fun and company under the stars
blended into an enjoyable weekend. The
NJCM will probably be back at Deep
River next year, but the change of pace
this summer proved to be most
refreshing.

Ancient Mariners and the Old Guard
Spearhead 24th Westbrook Muster in 98° Heat
By PHIL TRUITT

The crowds get bigger, the music gets
better every year and one has to wonder
what type of pinnacle the Westbrook
Muster will achieve next year when the
historic 25th arrives! This year's spectacle took place over August 26th-28th
and the Connecticut shoreline was blessed with blue skies, but temperatures that
hit 98 degrees on Saturday.
Interplay of Styles
One o f the great assets of Westbrook

fill. However, if you prefer the true
beauty of the music best portrayed in
slower tempos you have ample chance
10 satisfy your palate. It is simply a day
that has everything for the Ancient
which explicates the enormous enthusiasm that is ever-present here.
The one sad note of the weekend
came with the announcement that the
H atfield Ancients were disbanding.
Long one of Massachusetts' finest Ancient units, the Hatfield Corps received
a Sllllldi
.
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full range of Ancient stY1es in evidence
yeoman's job over the years with Hattoday. If you like your music rousing
field and it was very sad to see it all
and on the upbeat you certainly get your
come to and end.

137 at Lancraft Hall
By Ed Olsen
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Any question posed as 10 what "Ancient Spirit" is wou ld have been resoundedly resolved at our 8th Annual
Jaybirds Day last October 2. A more
successful example of inter-unit
cooperation and work would be hard 10
imagine, with members of different
corps and geographic locations pitching
in to guarantee a fitting celebration for
the Veteran Corpsman and their fans.
The o nly eviden t concern was 1he
1hrea1ening na1ure of 1he weather.
It did rain off and on, but not enough
10 dilute the good feelings of the 137
who signed the guest book, probably the
biggest crowd ever, and the added
security of 1hat tent in the Lancraft lot
assured the diehards of an unbroken
orgy of sound.
The drummers started early, supported by a smaller than average line of
fifers, a situation which was short lived.
The old faces started showing up
before the I p.m. opening time and soon
the musicians had to struggle to be heard
above the din of recollections.
Ken Schneider, fifer with Brooklyn's
long gone Sons of Liberty, was cited as
the Jaybird coming the longest distance,
having driven from Sanford, North
Carolina, accompanied by another excorps person, his wife Anne. Delight

seemed to exude from all of the vehicles
as they rolled in from Maine,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New
York, New Jersey and Connecticut.
The formal proceedings followed the
4 p.m. supper, and for the first time,
there wasn't enough food to satisfy the
crowd. The Honorary C hairmen were
introduced and were presented T-shirts,
specially created by Bob "Parmelee of
Durham " who was described as
Hathaway sans eye patch. The honorees
were: Ray Arnow, Bass Drurner with the
Milford Vols. FDC, the only one of our
current Honorary Chairmen in a corps
that was organized in this century; Ed
Carlson, Fifer with the Chester FDC· Ed
took up the fife in I 956 following' the
big Chester Corps article in The Saturday Evening Post; "Foxee" Carlson,
the ever-present Registrar of The Company, first known by many of us as the
Business Manager of the Old Deep River
FDC. He has taken care of practically
all of the printings a nd mailings
generated by The Company, and Irv
Nichols, 73-year-old Bass Drummer
with the old East Hampton FDC, one
of the few surviving members of the
original corps, he is currently on a comSec JAYBIRDS. Pag< 7
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FLOYD and MARGARET DEMPSEY

526-3503
163 MAIN ST.

DEEP RIVER, CONN.

LOCATED RIGHT NEXT TO THE DOG HOUSE

These instruments are meticulously Crafted and are
by no means a COPY or a Production item, the finest
of Grenadilla Wood is used, this SUPERIOR quality is used exclusively by the leading manufacturers of
Clarinets, Oboes, Piccolos, Flutes, Bagpipes, Etc., the
BORE of the FIFE is BURNISHED and SEALED,
this is due to the Heated Tool that draws a portion
of the Oil from the Wood and SEALS it PERMANENTLY, this INSURES the TONE in any
Temperature change.
Ask the person who has a FERRARY.

H. ED. FERRARY
126 Dennison Rd.
Essex, Conn. 06426
203-767-1790
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r1r1s
ARE BACK!!
TWO-PIECE CLOOS
REPRODUCTIONTunable, B flat
Concert Pitch
Easy third
register, strong
Low register
,f
beautiful
tone
/;
quality.
f
Rosewood, Eboni
$35.00 pp

/.J

ONE-PIECE
CLOOSREPRO
B flat Concert
pitch, long
ferrules. Easy
3rd register.
Ebony or Rosewood, $25.00 ppd.
Or try them, then
buy them at Leo
Brennan's, Sutler.
Baroque & Irish Flutes;
Tabor Pipes; Flageolet•s.
Antique Flutes. Send for
brochure and/or antique
flute list.

SWEETHEART
FLUTE CO.
32 South Maple Street
Enfield, Conn. 06082
Telephone (203) 749-4494

HAYBIRDS
mittee to reor anize the new one.

Orsini to the do. Ellie Borek was seen
trying her repertoire
o f Gallagher
.
. tunes

ALONG THE FRONTIER
The Sound of Ancient Music is alive
and well in the Mid-west. This year was
the busiest yet for the !st Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps. People are
finally looking forward to, and
understanding the difference between
bugles and fifes.
Highlights of our year include four
trips to the east . What better place to be
in April than with our friends in Boston.
This unit, as a result of that trip has a
standing invitation to perform at the
Old North Church. Michigan was totally
represented at the National Muster at
Camden, New York, Plymouth, and 1st
Michigan represented Michigan well,
giving superb performances at one of
the finest musters this writer has ever attended. T he mini muster, "Fifes and
Drums on the Niagara" hosted by 1st
Michigan, and Old Fort Niagara saw
many old friends in attendance, and excellent performances by all. After receiv-

II

ing our invitation to the Westbrook
Muster, there was no question but that
we would attend. The Westbrook Corps
does an excellent job, and should be
commended for their continuing efforts.
We were very proud of the fact that we
were one of three Corps to be honored
with a Standing Ovation as we marched o ff the field.
The 1st Michigan Colonial Fife and
Drum Corps is pleased to announce the
birth of two new fife and drum corps.
We are proud to be of help to Johnny
McGrath, and his new endeavor starting
up in Virginia. We are especially proud
to announce ''The Great Lakes Ancient
Fifes and Drums" . This undertaking is
the result of some hard work by
graduate members of 1st Michigan. This
Corps brings the total of Michigan
Corps to three , and the mid-west total
to twelve.

Speak Up
Continued f rom page 2
the only vehicle at present capable of coordinating a ll our various efforts in this
field. T he Company has problems, is
not effective, etc., etc. Well, the problem lies not with "The Compa ny" but
with the members of " The Company. "
The Company has entered a new era
with the purchase o f its new building.
This repository of memorabilia, artifacts, and music will be a legacy to
future ancient musicians. T here a re Ancients in the Midwest who may never
have the chance to see our new home.
We support it nonetheless. We challenge
the Corps back east to match or exceed
our contribution to the buildin11 fund.
We consider it a wise investment.

honored as the Oldest Jaybird.
Although never an instrumentalist, he's
marched in more color guards than he
can remember-Post 596, Sons of Liberty, Warehouse Point, Bay Ridge Posta nd did his first parade in Norway m
1905.
Many of th~ invited corpsmen, who
::ould not attend, wrote or phoned to express their support and good wishes Ken Morgan whose father helped found
the Westbrook FDC in 1910, called
from Ridgefield, N.J. - Jerry Heermans, formerly a drummer with the
Oregon Blues called from his home in
Tigard, Oregon - Bill Krug phoned
from Florida and another ex-Son, Al
Keicher, wrote from the other citrus
state, California. Rudy Gerl of the old
Warehouse Point called and Ralph
McComb, once OM of the same corps
dispatched a long colorful Jetter.
The old tunes were the order of the
Day - "Grandfather's Clock" and
"Old Dan Tucker" took precedence
over "Drums and Guns" and "Corn
Likker".
As usual, the highlight of the "inside" program came with the raffle. The
copious awards were most inviting and
were donated by; Buzz Allen, The
Arsenaults, Hig Baldwin, Pat Cooperman, Ken Dailing, Ray Fardy, Doc Ferrante, Charlie Fritz, Bill Gallagher, Joe
Gaudet, Russ Kirby, Lou Lavassa, Bill
Liebe, Bill Pace, Louie Papp and Ken
Schnieder.
Among the attendees was Jack
Kowal, down from Massachusetts.
"Anyone here from the "Conn.
Leaners?" he asked, referring to the old
intemperate Yellow Mill Village FDC.
• sure enough, there were. John McArdle hadn't played in a corps since 1925,
but he was there als.:>. Earl Sturtze was
reported as being hospitalized and was
given a big hand. It was learned a few
days later that Earl was home that day,
"hoping to be picked up". Swiss
Mariner Teddy Lang was there with
Chris, and Brooklyn's Marie Vitola accompanied N .J. Field Musician Frank

Moeller's one-time diatribe on modern
instruments - "There's no romance in
chrome. If there were, every man would
be in love with his automobile's
bumper". A championship drum line
trio of Hugh Quigley, Bob Radican and
Eric Perriloux worked up more perspiration than any dreamed possible in their
younger years, while Nick Attanasio bemoaned his broken bass head. The old
corps names bounced around as if they
had never been gone as Louie Papp
revealed "I wuz with St. Johns of
Noroton and we wuz better than any of
'em".
The "lantern slides" featured photos
taken at the 1940 N.Y. State Ass'n.
Field Day in Beacon. Since many of the
attendees had participated therein, there
was no dearth of comments from the
audience.
Speakers were Chairman Emeritus
Sonny Lyons, Company President
Eldrick Arsenault and Bill Pace who
spoke of the fundraising program for
the recently acquired property in
Ivoryton. CT.
The perpetual Welcome Mat was out
and many volunteers responded readily
to make this the successful day that it
was - Jody Bedard did yoeman service
at the registration table. The kitchen
crew of Helen Arsenault, Cathy Olsen
and Roberta Reynolds spent a hectic day
as did the various set-up and clean-up
crews, vaguely including El. Arsenault,
Roy Watrous, Scott Greenstreet, Walter
Moriarty and Woody Sheades, who also
provided the P.A. system.
The originally slated beer and ale
donors - The L. I. Minutemen, Ye Colonial Sutler's Shoppe, Cooperman Fife
and Drum Company and the Ancient
Mariners were joined by the Camden
Continentals who sent a keg from that
5 hour away community in the care of
the active Waterman brothers.
Ancient Spirit was the order of the
day. "No judges, no prizes, no unkind
words", as the time honored motto
,goes, just a grand and glorious jollification with cakes and ale on the side.

Yalcsville's Ellie Borek with a wooden
fife!-Who'd a believed it? (Certainly
not Lancraft's Hugh Quigley.) Photo by
Ed Olsen

SUPPORT
THE ANCIENTS FUND

- --- _:._ -.i
Handcrafted Drumsticks
and Bass Drum Beaters
BY JOHN CROCKEN
BASS DRUM BEATERS ARE ONE SOLID PIECE
2" ball, 12" long.
Drum Sticks made of the finest Persimmon Wood, weighed and aged before it is turned.
Varnished by Hand - Not Dipped!
Pairs are matched by sound.
All sticks $10.00 per pair
3 MODELS
1.PARADE: WALKING CANE, designed specifically for "backbeating" the knob butt is 8.35, shaft 7.07, bead is 6.30 (metric) the
overall length is 17".
2. PARADE: A.F. MODEL, designed with an elongated bead, it
measures a full one inch in length, shaft is 7.07, bead is 5.60, the
overall length is 17¼".
3. PARADE: RUDIMENTAL, a drumstick for the "Nobility of the
Ancients" shaft is 6.70, bead is 7.25 "round" with a collar, the overall
length is 17".

J.C.'s DRUM SHOP
7510 Belair Road

Baltimore, MD 21236

Drums, Xylophones, Marimbas, Vibes, Timpani, Aecessortn
SALE OR RENT
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(continued from Page/)

sources.
Ed Feeney of the New Jersey area
joins the Committee, again, primarily
soliciting in the drum corps area. Past
President Ron Chambers will be in
charge of corporate gifts and his
preliminary investigation reveals that
The Company of Fifers and Drummers,
Inc., can qualify for matching gift programs of major corporations. Counsel
Bill Gallagher, ·another Committee
member as well as a Trustee, is developing the appropriate materials for Ron's
efforts. Carl Balestracci is also working
closely with Chairman Pace to develop
a proposal for elected officials and
possible government sources of funding
and contributions. Any suggestions in
this regard should be sent directly to
Carl Balestracci , The Quarters,
Guilford, CT 06473.
Don Young, business manager of the
Westbrook Junior Colonials, will coordinate fund raising activities among
junior drum corps. Several suggestions
are under consideration in this area, in-

I

eluding bake sales and spaghetti or
"covered dish" suppers. Taking ideas
from other youth groups in neighboring
states, it has been suggested that junior
corps sponsor car. washes, earmarking
the proceeds for The Ancients Fund, or
splitting the proceeds on a fifty-fifty
basis with the corps. The same could
apply to aluminum re-cycling if a recycling center is "in your area.
All suggestions for junior corps fund
raising should be sent directly to Don
Young, 4 South.w orth St., Deep River,
CT 06417.
Chairman Pace reports that 'd esign
ideas are on . the drawing board for
handsome certificates, suitable for framing, which will be presented by the
Trustees of the Company of Fifers and
Drummers at the winter meeting of the
organization.
Send general ideas for fund raising to
Bill Pace, 68 Spring Street, Chester, CT
06412.
Send all pledges and checks to THE
ANCIENTS FUND, THE COMPANY
OF FIFERS AND DRUMMERS, P .0.
BOX 318, WESTBROOK, CT 06498.

(continued from Page 6)

As usual, the muster got underway
with an evening concert on Friday
followed by the jollification which ran
well into the wee hours. On stand this
ear were Don Youn 's,, irited Junior

PAID
Warwick, R.I.

Permit No. 336
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*WESTBROOK

Friday Night Concert

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

Ancient Mariners Electric

For sheer entertainment the Mariners
simply stole the day! With parrots
ashoulder and cannon thundering, Bill
Pace's bawdy band properly executed
one of their Swiss drummers and then

Eleven Corps Help Town of
Boxborough Celebrate Fifers Day
On June 25th, corps from
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode
Island mustered under the direction of
The Company's Musters Committee for
a mini muster in the little town of Boxborough, Massachusetts. The occasion
was the three day celebration of the
town's fair and Fifers Day Festival.
The short muster parade was held
following a gigantic general parade
which included floats, civic groups,
missiles, scouts, etc.
The corps involved were Sudbury,
Union Brigade, Menotomy, St. John's
Girls, Middlesex County from
Massachusetts, the Westbrook Seniors,
the Junior Colonials and the Deep River
Seniors from Connecticut and the Kentish Guards from Rhode Island.
Joining the muster parade and playing the National Anthem was Fred
Hugel, a resident of Boxborough who

has been playing the fife for over 52
years. His solo rendition· of our National
Anthem showed that he could still play
with our current fife lines.
Buzz Allen and Eleanor Schoos
handled the announcing and registration
chores, with Moc Schoos standing by as
the relief announcer.
Dave and Silvia Hooghkirk ably
handled the field work and everything
went smoothly.
Musters Committee Chairman David
Boddie worked with the Boxborough
Co-Chairpersons over the past three
years making sure that the event would
be a success. In return for the efforts of
the mustering corps and the Committee,
The Company received $1,000.

n muns, the C'hcstc, I· & n , Mn,k
Logsdon and the authenucally impressive 1st Colonial F & D from
Michigan and Jon Ressler's crisp Connecticut Blues... fresh from yet another
Connecticut championship. The Bloes
and I st Michigan were making their
maiden Westbook appearance and their
music was beautiful: The Chester Corps
relfected that an Connecticut units do
not play at 125 be~ts per minute and
were well received. The Junior Colonials
always do their thing well in a smart,
tight upbeat style and they set the
festivities off in fine fashion.
The Westbrook Drum Corps always
keeps things authentic and their
historical review of the flags of the U.S.
was repeated again this year to
everyone's approval. The raising and
capping of the Liberty Pole met with
success and the scene was properly set.
The jollification was thunderous and
went on from field to pub until at least
2:00 a.m.
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The Old Guard Flawless
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Simply put-the performance of the
bewigged Old Guard musicians this year
was as fine as effort as I can remember
from them in my 10 years in their audience. All three lines were flawless. The
fifes led off with a beautifully harmonic
effort on "Downshire" and the bugles
and drums followed in such perfect
sound and unison that the crowd was in
continuous applause.
The boys from Fort Myer
(oops .... boys and girls) end well be proud of what was a uniquely fine effort.
The pre-muster parade featured some
35 corps and stepped off smartly at
11 :30 a.m. Despite the humidity and
heat of mid-day, all units were in top
form as they came onto the field.
By the time the last corps passed, the
large crowd was assembled and eager for
the show soon to unfold.
No matter h_ow you like your Ancient
fare, the next five hours were filled with
stirring and beautiful efforts.

DC' gal t, yiug to present them thci,
muster ribbon and hauled her away to
the roar of the crowd. For the first time
the cannon was integrated into the
musical repertoire this year being used
as an accent in the final medley.
But the big impact of the Mariners
came in their music. Such is the depth
of their talent, that one rarely hears
anything from them that is short of
outstanding. This year they opened with
a medley of "Down to Washington"
and "Farewell to Whiskey." This was
followed by a beautiful fife trio rendition from John Chiaglia and cohorts of
"Devils' Flute" & "O'Connor's
Quickstep" which ws done in a unique
split tempo arrangment. Starting in a
lilting but almost haunting pace to lucidly display the harmonics and beauty of
the music, the threesome then swung into the more commonly heard tempo
which brought them rapidly dancing
over the notes into a big finish in
dramatic style. The applause was
thunderous.
The Mariners' final effort was
another Roy Watrous arrangement
which had not been played in a decade.
It was entitled, "The Eagle and the Anchor" and featured several of the
nautical gems that the Mariners have
made famous. I have often noted that
this corps rarely gets its musical due
because of all the side antics that go on,
but this was truly an exceptional show
they put forth this year and should be
so noted!
·

Advance Warning for 1984

Next year is the 25th anniversary for
the Westbrook Muster. It has already
been announced that the full Swiss
Mariner contingent will be here for the
occasion. No doubt there will be other
significant additions plus unique,
original music from all corps. To take
it all in and do so comfortably... plan to
be here before noon on Friday.
Westbrook will be overflowing next year
so you won't want to miss it. This is the
highlight of the year, musically, and
1984 should see a new pinnacle attained.

Boxborough resident Fred Hugel plays
the "Star. Spangled Banner." (Photo
by Mal Hinckley)

STOP!
Boxborough
Celebration
CoChairladies Marion Neagle (left) and
Debbie Gray (right) present Musters
Committee Chairman Dave Boddie with
check for $1000.00 while Pat Moran
looks on. (Photo by Mal Hinckley)

Birth Announcement
David and Sylvia Hooghkirk announce the birth of their son, Daniel
Allyn, on October 3, 1983. Allyn weighed in at II lbs., 13 ozs. Dad is a drummer with Stony Creek and Mom plays
bass with Totoket. Both are also active
in The Company serving on several
committees. Congratulations to both.

Did You Lose Your
Fife at the Dram?
Scott Greenstreet is holding a fife that
he picked up in the camping area at the
DRAM. Scotty will return it to the person who can properly identify it. Contact Scotty at P.O. Box 303, South
Glastonbury, CT. 06073 giving the make
and description of the fife.
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CHECK YOUR LABEL
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
HAS EXPIRED
lfthe code in the upper
right hand corner of your
address is

10-1

RE-SUBSCRIBE TODAY
*DRAM

(continued from Page 6)

Deep River Drum Crops, accompanied
by Deep River town officials. Leading
the parade was the Deep River Senior
Drum Corps, with this year's Muster
Chairman, Steve Tavernier, in the line
of march, followed by the Deep River
Junior unit and finally, the Tories, or
novice drum corps.
The largest contingent of junior corps
included the Jr. Colonials of neighboring Westbrook, Carey's Cadets and the
Col. John Chester unit from
Weathersfield.
The answer is always the same when
an enthusiastic onlooker asks "when is
next year's DRAM?" The Deep River
Ancienl Muster is ALWAYS held on the
third Saturday in July and the 1984
parade will step off at I I :00 a.m.

IICIEITS ICTIVlTIES

Nov. 26 MINI-MUSTER on the NEW
HAVEN GREEN, New Haven, CT.
Contact: Muster Aid Chairman, David
Boddie, 1467 Durham Road, Madison,
CT 06443 (203) 421-3841
Dec. 10 OLD SAYBROOK TORCHLIGHT CHRISTMAS PARADE,
Old Saybroo~, CT. Contact: William
Reid

•••we will soon

I

begin compiling the
1984 Ancients Calendar. Anyone sponsoring an event, and wishing tQ have it
listed should send the information to:
Janice Hooghkirk, 149 Leete's Island
Road, Guilford, CT 06437. Please try
to give the date, location, type of event,
and the name of a contact person.

