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Jaybird's 11th Annual, 
The Biggest Yet 

With an assist from the weatherman, 
and a whale of a lot of help from. the 
ranks, we managed to stage one of the 
great all-time drum corps days, at our 
Hq. and Museum, last October 4th. 

"No Judges, No P rizes, No Unkind 
Words" went the old pronouncement 
and the 11th Annual Jaybird Day was 
the total embodiment of each of those 
(audible precepts. Fun , fellowship and 
reminiscences vied with one of the 
largest circles of massed fifers and 
drummers, to create a gathering that no 
one there present, will soon forget. 

Chosen as this year's "Honorary 
Chairman" was Acton Ostling, current
ly of Sarasota, F lorida, whose contribu
tions to the-Ancient Drum Corps World 
in general ... and our burgeoning 
Museum in particular ... are too well 

· known to be recounted. Unfortunately, 
. he was not able to be on hand. 
A lthough, he was ... most assured
ly ... with us in spirit. 

This year, the Jaybird; (our 
Euphemism for "old timer" ... for the 
initiates); traveling the longest distance 
to join the 'fray was Jack MacLearn, 
who took the train up from St. Simon's 
Island, Georgia. The o ldest participant 
was Chester FDC's 82 year old Oscar 
Kulisch ... last year one of the day's 

serious strong-waters. And the 
food ... the preponderance of food, 
(chocolate eclairs and all). If anyone 
went hungry, it was their own fault. 

What obviously impressed most of 
the guests was the state to which t he 
renovation o f our building was advanc
ed. Too much could not be said about 
the directors of the project. 

Bill Gallagher, Buzz Allen and Dave 
Boddie did have some words to say, 
however, but all ears were obviously 
cocked for Ed Classey, the "speculator" 
of the day's raffle. Each year the raffle 
helps to pay the expenses. This year 
there were more sumptious awards than 
you could believe, and the proceeds of 
the raffle, (drawn-out though it might 
have been) ... together with the "door", 
once again policed by Rusty Borghi, and 
various contributions ... enabled the 
Commiuee to show a profit of more 
than eight-hundred dollars . Not bad for 
a "break-even" day. 

Said profit, incidentally, was turned 
over to the Ancients Fund's Buzz Allen 
and he promises to buy something 
"nice" for the building. 

Our Museum was remembered in 
ways, other than financial, as the day 
precipitated an outpouring of donations 
of corps memorabilia and artifact_s. Of 

Marquis of ·Granby's Muster 
Marks Town's Bicentennial 

By Phil Truitt 

After four great musters from 1977 
through 1980, the Marquis of Granby 
ended a five year hiatus on October 11th 
by hosting a truly beautiful, spirited 
muster. Those of us who vividly recall 
and were a part of their earlier Ancient 
gatherings had a chance to refresh the 
memories of what always made them so 
special. The unique, meaningful touches 
of authenticity and festive atmosphere 
were very much again in evidence at this 
muster and 18 corps were on hand to 
make it a truly great day. Despite a Fri
day evening which saw temperatures 
skid into the high twenties and force 
even the most diehard militiamen turn 
to blankets a nd brandy, the muster day 
blossomed into a beautiful crisp fall af
fair. As only the Marquis would do, the 
field was decorated in the festive motif 
of cornsta lk bunches, wildflowers and 
hay bales. The concession stands 
featured cider, fresh apples and a variety 
of sumptuous food for the the Ancients, 

militia units and onlookers on hand. 
I was fortunate enough to be asked to 

announce the Marquis of Granby's 
special Bicentennial Mwaer in Granby. 
I never hesitated in accepting because 
this little western Connecticut town 
holds unique memories to me going 
back to the 1977 period. Memories of 
warm people, of tragedy, of authentici
ty's highest degree and of outstanding 
musters in the t rue sense of the word. 
The old principals were still there. Bruce 
and Bobby Sullivan, Maris Pavlosky 
and Penny Miner were all in fine form 
although I did miss seeing Leroy Miner 
who was unfortunately hospitalized. 
Along with many of the old· corps' 
members who were on hand with the 
Alumni and the 18th Connecticut 
Regiment- it was like old home week. 
All the extra touches this corps alway~ 
gave to its musters were back ... thc 
specia l field decorations, the handmade 
linen musrer ribbons and the Marquis' 
unique Von Steuben field maneuvers. 

See GRANBY, page 5 



, r . 
Long l~lan<l Ml11u1c Man l.arry K1on 

was, once again, Master of Ceremonies 
and annihilated most of the assemblage, 
with a roasling that topped last year's 
classic. 

Over two hundred corps people, from 
as far away as Florida, inundated lhe 
area and it was all that Scott Greenstreet 
and former State Trooper Paul Hayden 
could do to find parking space for them. 
Cathy Olsen's Kitchen Police, and the 
Orsini/Clark bar-operation, competed 
as the function's most exhausting tasks . 
Regarding the latter, last year we dispat
ched two and one-half kegs. This year 
it was closer to seven plus the more 

Nayaug Ancients. 
Goes Inactive 

By Scott Greenstreet 

The Nayaug Ancient Fife & Drum 
Corps will not be taking the streets for 
the 1987 parade and muster season. 

At a corps meeting in late October, 
:hi: officers of the Nayaug Ancients were 
forced to put the corps on inactive status 
because of a severe drop in membership 
over the last few years. 

The Nayaug Ancients were formed in 
1966 by Elmer Gardner, a respected 
South Glastonbury, CT business man. 
Through countless hours of hard work 
and devotion, he quickly built Nayaug 
into one of the largest and most visable 
ancient corps in the Northeast. At one 
time in the early 1970's, Nayaug field
ed the largest corps numerically on the 
eatern seaboard and had to maintain 
two busses to transport members to 
parades and musters from their South 
Glastonbury base. 

The Nayaug Ancients are well 
remembered for the September muster 
that they sponsored every year. Taking 
place on one of the nicest muster sites 
available, the Nayaug Muster was one 
of the most popular on the circuit and 
for close to ten years was considered a 

See NA YAUG, page 5 

the l,111c1, one of the ll'Tfflf his torically 
lrnporta111 was received from Moodus' 
John Golet, who presented a framed 
1821 Drummer's Certificate issued by 
Samuel G. Willcox ro Hezekiah Per
cival, the man who; in 1860; would go 
on to found the Moodus DFC. Not to 
be outdone, Loran St. Dennis, of Plain
ville, contributed I wo of his co rps' 
treasures ... a City of Limerick plaque 
plus a silver tray awarded them as First 
Prize in that Irish city's 197 I St. 
Patrick's Week Band Competition. 

All told, it was a grandly successful 
affair ... from the Saturday morning 
opening to the last turn of the k9ob ... by 
Buzz Allcn ... at 3:00 a.m., Sunday. 

A part of lhe crowd al Jaybird's Day. VAS U DF.RE Charley? 

From Westbrook to Waikiki 
Dickerson's Hawaiian Trip 

By Dave Boddie 
The trip which had been some time in 

the planning had finally materialized, we 
were here! We arrived early Wednesday 
evening and our first scheduled ap
pearance was on Friday evening, 
September 26. We formed and came out 
of the parking and loading area of the 
Waikiki Plaza Hotel where the various 
groups had assembled for a short 
parade. Since we had agreed to do the 
parade just before we left the mainland, 
we were positioned the last in line. 
(What else is new?) As the corps turned 
onto Kalakaua Avenue, we were greeted 
by "wall to wall" people. Not since we 
had left the field at the Westbrook 
Muster had we received such an ovation! 
It was unbelievable! Fortunately, after 
our long trip, the parade was relatively 
short and afterwards we put on a very 
brief concert complete with some 
singing- all this to the tumultuous 
response of the crowd. 

Saturday morning at 9:40 A.M. we 
began the 3 plus mile long parade held 
to celebrate the closing of Aloha Week. 
We had planned Ion~ in advance for this 

parade and we were 25th in line in a 75 
unit parade. The last half mile or so was 
over the same route that we had covered 
the night before and of course there we 
received our biggest ovation. The 
weather was very humid but we were 
thankfu l that it was overcast, had the 
sun been shining, it would have been 
really difficult. 

"Hang Loose" 
What about Hawaii???? It is a 

wonderful place. Everyone is friendly 
and relaxed. The first thing that you are 
told on arrival is to "hang loose." This 
means to "slow down," "be cool," 
"take it easy" or whatever collquialism 
you may use to exhort 

Sec HAWAII, page 12 
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Life Membership 
For 

Individual Patrons 

At the general mec1ing of The Com
pany on Scp1ember 201h, a motion wa, 
approved 10 award a I .il'etimc CornpJny 
Membership 10 individual members " ho 
have dona1cd one-thousand dolldfs or 
more to the Ancients Fund. Thi,, award 
includes a free Ii fetimc subscrip1 ion to 
the Ancient Times. 

Recipients will soon receive a spedal 
membership card. A cert ificate is a lso 
being designed and will be available 
soon. 

According to Ancient Fund records, 
to date, eight individual members hal'e 
been honored. 

Ronald Chambers, Cromwell, CT: 
Winfield Cheney, Worcescer, MA: 
William Gallagher, New Haven, CT: 
James Hierspiel, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY; Ken Morgan, Ridgewood, NJ; Ac
ton Ostling, Sarasota, FL; Henry 
Vaitaitis, Old Saybrook, CT and Da,id 
Williams, East Orleans, MA. 

.! 
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LF.TTF.RS TO THE EDITOR 

6967 Dino 
Switzerland 

Dear Editor: 
We are happy to report that the first 

European Muster was a great success. 
An audience of 3,000 heartily applaud
ed the five corps present in Lugano this 
past July. 

The city has already asked us to 
organize a muster again next summer 
and we hope to find corps that are in
terested in coming to Europe, or 
perhaps a "Company Corp" made from 
several different corps. At the moment 
the date has been set for Sat.-Sun., Ju
ly 11-12, 1987. 

In order to give you more details,. I 
will be traveling in the U.S. during 
November and would be happy to visit 
interested corps at a rehearsal or meet 
with representatives of all interested 
corps at Company Headquarters on a 
pre-arranged date. In the meantime you 
can reach me at the address appended 
below. 

Hoping to see some of you in 
November ( 12th thru 19th) and also next 
July, I remain, 

Dear Mo: 

In the. Ancient Spirit 

Mike Quinn 

P.O. Box 176 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 

You did a super sales job on me in 
Mon1pclier - and I'm glad! Now, every 
family in the Plymouth l'ifc & Drum 

will be able 10 cn·o our a er. 

EDITORIAL 
Can't .... Can Do! 

There are always those who CAN'T 
or will not look to the future, they live 
only for today and don't think about 
tomorrow. They do not even realize that 
if it wasn't for those people who look
ed ahead years ago, they would not be 
enjoying our heritage, a part of which 
is fifing and drumming. there are too 
many CAN'Ts and not enought CAN 
DO. 

A short time ago, someone thought 
that The Company of Fifers and Drum
mers, (YOU) should get a building for 
our headquarters. Some said we CAN'T 
but the CAN DOs won out. 

During the last two years, following 
the Deep River Muster, the Westbrook 
Muster, the Saybrook Torchlight 
Parade, Jay Birds Day and the regular 
meetings of The Company, it is 
estimated that people representing ap
proximately 80% of the member corps 
have visited your building. Some of the 
CAN'Ts have changed their minds since 
they have seen what the CAN DOs have 
done. 

throw in the towel after the first maJor 
skirmish, we're copping out. If we stand 
together we can correct the problem in
stead of becomming Quitters. To just 
walk away in a tantrum from an insult 
is not only childish, but also UN
AMERICAN! ! - and therefore against 
everything our music stands for. 

To those of you who harbored the 
very thought: FOR SHAME!!! 

Jeanette M. Digby 
mbr. Essex Sailing Masters of 1812 

A great many of the corps have done 
their part to financially support the ef
fort but unfortunately a few still say 
"we CAN'T." 

Let us analyze, again, what it takes to 
became a Patron, that is making a gift 
of $1,000.00 during a four year period, 
sounds like a lot doesn't it? ... but lets 
break it down. This amounts to $250.00 
per year, one parade job! It is only $4.80 
per week, are there really any corps that 
cannot budget $4.80 per week? That is 
doubtful, but if there are, one would 
suspect that the leadership of that corps 
subscribes to the CAN'T attitude .. we 
CAN'T get pay jobs, we CAN'T get the 
parent's support, we CAN'T hold suc
cessful fund raisers, we CAN'T this, we 
CAN'T that, etc. Think positive 
towards the future, 

In the drafting room of a well known 
New England manufacturer during the 
1930s was a large sign that read 
"WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, 
THE PEOPLE PERISH." 

Think about it. 

Corps of today. The grove that tne Blue 
Ribbon Day was held in was known as 
"Usher's Grove" and was apparently a 
popular gathering place for town 
outings of one kind or another. 

As J said earlier, l knew and drumm
ed with Adrian, "Ad" Smith who was 
the Leader of Plainville when I joined 
it back in 1939. It was his uncle, Fred 
Smith, who was the founder of the 
Plainville Corps along with several other 
Plainville residents, among them, 
George Spencer, who led the Corps for 
a whik lnll-1 on . 
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S 1 .25 per copy; $4.00 per year It will be good for the kids to know what 124 Ben St Our acquaintance with the men of 

S7.00 two years; S9.00 three years goes on "out East" and to learn more Bristol, Ct 06010 Mattatuck led to a relationship with Ted 
OVERSEAS RATES about fifing, drumming, and the history Kurtz, who was a great proponent of an 

$8.00 per year; $15.00 two years of it all. Dear Gentlemen (and Ladies): Ancient Association that would include 
S21.00 three years. The enclosed list includes 42 families It was with a great deal of interest that not only the more active Corps of the 

Oeu Editor: 

IOI Main S treet 
Ellin~lon, CT 06029 

I received your la test publicat ion of 
"Ancient Times," and as an amateur 
music historian was quite pleased with 
the listing of recent acquis it ions for the 
museum contained in "Museum Up
date" on p. 4 , such as the Becks Ms. 
( 1784), the Lovering drum tutor (1818. 
the Potter tutor (1818), and the two 
Civil War-era instructors . Connecticut 
is certainly in need of a museum library 
that stocks these and other items relating 
to the fi fing-and-drumming tradition 
that is so popular here . 

I, too, have some son of music 
library, and perhaps some of my 
holdings would interest you . Would it 
be fair to consider perhaps trading some 
of these articles? In that way I could fur
ther my studies without the hour-plus 
trip to the shore, a nd your future library 
patrons might benefit from your in
creased stacks. I do riot possess the 
Lovering nor Potter tutors, and I would 
love to compare Revolutionary War-era 
information with that contained in the 
Hart or Winner books (in o rder to de1er
mine the authenticity of what is heard 
"on the field"). 

Sincerley yours , 

Sue 

P .S.- How did you determine the dates 
of the Lovering and Potter tutors? Hop
ing not to appear nitpicking, I note 
Warner's gives a date of c. 1815 for the 
Potter (#344) and Wolfe's lists the 
Lovering as C . 1819 (#5466). The Na
tional Tune Index gives a date of 1786 
for the Beck ms. 

we would like to add to your subscrip- I read the article in the Summer issue of time, but also a number of the older 
tion roles. I multiplied 42 times $4.00 for the Ancient Times that told the story of Corps. These might not play at the con-
the annual subscription rate and sub- the Wolcott Drum Corps attending the temporary cadence of 110 beats/minute 
tracted IOOJo for multiple subscript ions. "Blue Ribbon Day" in P lainville in 1878 nor employ the Strube rudiments in their 
I believe the enclosed check for $151 .20 as related by Charles Miller, Historian music, but were nevertheless prime ex--
is correct. of the Mattatuck Drum Band. It was amples of the old Village Corps of many 

All of us in Plymouth, from the Drum doubly interesting to me because it was years ago. I'm grateful that this legacy 
Major up front to the smallest fifer in my privilege to have known Mr. Miller, of Ancient Music is being so well 
the back, look forward to reading our and he deserves the title of "Mr." preserved by the Company of today. 
own copy of The Ancient Times. because of his valuable contributio ns to How 1mmy in the ranks today know that 

~tier 

Dear Ediror: 

Sincerely, 

Ronald E. Shubnell 
President 

131 Montowese St. 

Branford, CT 06405 

In the last issue of the "Ancient 
Times" the auitude cowards the police 
fiasco o f Deep River's Friday night Pre
Mus1er was unmistakeable. We are all 
angry, and rightly so. 

This was my first Muster in ten years 
(the last was the Bi-Centennial) and I 
was infuriated! 

I remembered the Muster through the 
eyes of a bedazzled child - the noise, the 
colorful crowds, the pride I felt mar
ching with the Deep River Tories. I 
returned to find martial law -
"GESTAPO" as some have named it. 

However, much 1 was angered by 
what I experienced (we, too were harass
ed) and appreciate where he is coming 
from, I have to disagree with the letter 
from Mr. Edmund Boyle to the Gover
nor. He vowed never again to return, 
and never to recommend the Muster to 
anyone. Can you see 1his auitude 
spreading? It would totally wipe ou1 the 
Deep River Muster and spoil all the en
joyment and Tradition behind it. 

We CAN'T let this happen! If we 

his beloved Mattatuck Drum Band. I the music of many years ago was writ-
believe that I am correct in stating that ten according to "Upton's Tactics" and 
a bust of him is among the collection at had a completely different way of 
the Mattatuck Historical Society in presenting Drum Music? 
Waterbury. T he Plainville Fife and But I am straying from my original 
Drum Corps had a most cordial rela- theme- to tell the story of Plainville's 
tionship with Mattatuck for many years, first public appearance on that 
and we usually got together, either over memorable day in 1879. Mr. Miller told 
at Mattatuck's practice hall at Mort of the pinning on of blue ribbon as a 
Pierpont's place in Waterbury, or at our commitment to sobriety, and I agree 
headquarters at Allen Dresser's on Pine with him exactly, in that I doubt that it 
Street in Forestville. It was at these had much effect on Plainville's members 
gatherings that I heard, many years ago, either, and most certainly was not car-
some of the tales o f these two Corps as ried over to future generations that 
related by such men as Charlie Miller, played the music! He spoke also of 
Art Harrison, and Loverne (?) Fox of tramping back to Forestville on their 
Mattatuck and the likes of Ad Smith, way home, and of their stop there. A 
Allen Dresser, and others of Plainville. good estimate would put about 3 or 4 

The fact of Charlie Miller's story of miles between them and the Temperance 
the time in Plainville in 1878 that was Ladies o f Plainville, so the effects of the 
·so unusual to me, was that the very same "Blue Ribbon" had easily worn off by 
celebration, if it should be called that, that time. Unfortunately I do not have 
was the occasion the next year, in 1879, as detailed an account of Plainville's ac-
when the Plainville Fife and Drum tivities of that day as did Mr. Miller of 
Corps made its first appearance. Wolcott, only the fact that the Corps 

In Mr. Miller's article he tells that the was there in I 879, and continued to 
Wolcott Corps was as yet not uniform- function as a musical unit for over one 
ed, and I doubt that Plainville was hundred and seven years thereafter! I'm 
either, seeing as how they were just sure that the likes of Fred Smith, George 
organized that very Summer. There is a Spencer and others would be delighted 
picture among the Plainville files show- to know that it has endured for this 
ing the Corps in its early uniforms, Jong. 
which were of a Band type rather than 
the Colonial garb that they later wore. 
Would you believe that they also 
boasted a Cymbal player? Hardly con
sistent with our idea of an Ancient 

Yours in the Drum Corps Spirit 
Irving K. Haviland, President 

P lainville Fife and Drum Corps 
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Geor2e Rodri2uez 64 

Bugler 

Sky liners/Caballeros 
September, 1986 

Laura G. Koniuto 19 

Fifer 
Hanaford's Volunteeers 

October 17, 1986 

Box 28 1 
Dear Judy: Dclmnr, NY 
Circulation Mgr. 

Enclosed is a check for $82.80 for 
twenty-three subscriptions to The An
cient T imes for our Corps members. 
(We deducted the !Oo/o for new subscrip
tlons entered before Nov. 3). 

We all enjoy The Ancient Times and 

George Rodriguez 
Back around the war years (WWII), 

the differences between the Big 
Legion/ VFW bugle and drum corps, 
(we knew tbem as "M & M's"), and the 
small town, or neighborhood, corps 
were not all that great. . . even though we 
thought differently at the time. 

Most of the players, in the nash-and
fantasy field of "marching and 
maneuvering" started in what was 
known, then, as "standstill corps" and 
old friendships; and frustrat ions; usual
ly crossed the line with the corpsmen 
involved. 

George Rodriguez was always so
meone with a foot in each camp. In his 
day, he was probably the country's 
finest bugler ... with a reputation the 
breadth of the big-time circuits. The 
chronic subjects, of his unrequited pas
sion ... however. .. would always be the 
rudimental bass and snare. He would set 
aside sombrero, or mother-of-pearl 
shako, in a trice ... grab the first pair of 
sticks available ... and call for an Ancient 
fife tune to complete the mood. 

George Rodriguez 

George started playing, in Brooklyn, 
NY, back in the 1930s ... appearing wilh 
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A.L. Sr./DBC. His spectacular playing 
helped them on t<Y their first National 
Championship, at Philadelphia, in 
1949 . .. while he maintained an active 
presence in the "Standstill World" 
through his membership ·in Brooklyn's 
Post 5 CWV FDBC and the Haggerty 
Memorial Post. 

After a number of years, with what 
was to become known as the N.Y. 
Skyliners, his restless nature propelled 
him over to New Jersey; and the ranks 
of his erstwhile competitors the 
Hawthorne Caballeros. George con
tinued to make his mark in national 
circles until he decided to relocate in 
Florida where . .. he o nce admitted .. . he 
played trumpet in an Elks' Band .. all the 
while maintaining occasional contact 
with the Greater N .Y. scene. 

Some years ago George turned up at 
a Morris County Militia Muster, in 
Chatham, N .J., and . .. true to form he 
seized the first drum available and was 
soon enmeshed in a gigantic jollifica
tion, whaling away on his borrowed 
drum. 

Though he made his mark with the 
baritone-horn, and in that capaci ty was 
memorialized a t a special service in 
Hawthorne, NJ . We will always 
remember him as the frustrated
Ancient, in constant pursuit of a rollick
ing good time, who was always the first 
one to get his sticks on the bar. 

Laura G. Koniuto 

Laura G. Koniulo 

Battle Hymn of the Republic" by the 
Koniuto family. Cathy Stodden and 
Kathy Mullen played ' ·An Italian Duet" 
which had been Laura's favorite fyfe 
solo. Plans are in the making by 
Hanaford's Volunteers to establish a 
scholarship in Laura's name. 

Junior Colonials Celebrate 
25th Anniversary 

Hy Mag~ic Uratly 

The 1986 Wc,tbrook Muster was a 
specia l one ror past and present 
members of the Junior Colonial Fife 
and Drum Corps o r Westbrook. The 
corps had a weekend long cclebrat ion of 
1heir twenty fifth anniversary. After 
opening Tatoo ccremonie~ with music 

Laura G. Koniuto, 19, of Underhill, by current Junior Colonials , many 
Vermont was killed the night of October alumni took the field to play, and to 
17, 1986 in a single car accident. prove to themselves and all listeners that· 

Laura was a junior attending the they .~til l had their musical abilities. An 
University of Vermont as a part time ensemble selection by past a nd present 
student and was a fyfer in Hanaford's members was rewarded by rous ing ap-
Volunteers Fyfe and Drum Corps. She plause from an appreciat ive audience. 
has been an active member in the corps The _fol lowing day, alumni not invo!v-
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loo~ ro, WU! d lo CVCI y !\\UC. Keep up the 
good work. 

Editor 

Edjtor: 

In the A ncient Spirit, 

Carol Willey, Treasurer 
The Village Volunteers 

Fife and Drum Corps 

45 Lake Warren Drive 
Littleton, MA 01460 

During our Bi-centennial there was an 
exhibit of various memorabilia on 
display at The Museum of Our National 
Heritage in Lexington, MA. This 
d isplay had been sent over from Great 
Britain to help celebrate our nation's 
birthday. 

One of the items on d isplay was an 
eighteenth centu ry British music book. 
The book was opened to the page show
ing the music for "Yankee Doodle." 

Well, when I saw this I knew I was 
on to something. Here sat this beautiful 
piece of music right next to a copy of 
Thomas Paine's "Common Sense." I 
jumped into my car and drive the 
twenty-two miles back home to Littleton 
where I had a score sheet pad, then back 
to the museum. Incidentally, it was a 
Sunday and no music stores were open 
where I could buy score sheets . 

So, I sat in front of the glass case and 
copied the music. 

The British music book and all of the 
other items in the exhibit arc now back 
in their vault somewhere in England. 
They may not be seen again until 2076, 
if ever. For what it is worth, here is the 
most elegant rendition or "Yankee" I 
have ever seen. 

Would I ever love to hear some corps 
play this on stand ! 

Respectfully submiued, 

Al Gregory 

any number of co, ps, before landing 
with the dapper, cadet-clad 106th Regl. 
Jr. DBC. It was not too long afterward 
that director Bill St. John accepted him 
into the ranks of the Phoebe Apperson 
Hearst Post, which; along with the 
Grand Street Boys; was one of NYC's 
nationally-rated A .L.Corp. 

George spent WWII in Europe and, 
soon after discharge, wound up in the 
newly formed R.A. Garbarina Post 

since 1975 and dcdica1cd much of her 
time in the past years 10 teaching new 
members how to play the fyfe. 

Her funeral was held at the St. Pius 
X Church in Essex Center, Vermont. 
Pall bearers, all members of the fyfe and 
drum corps, were Gerd Sommer, Robert 
Tourville, Scott Sommer, Andy 
Lambert, Michael Gallagher and Gary 
Lommis. At the interment, members of 
the corps were requested to play "The 

YANKEE DOODLE 
(Published in England 1782) 

3 

cd with 1hc1r own corps steppe o w111 
the Westbrook Juniors . After ano1her 
fine performance on 1he field, 
Westbrook Seniors acknowledged the 
anniversary with a presentat ion of a 
lovely plaque and a huge anniversary 
cake. Joan Rochelle was presented wi1h 
an engraved wall sconce in appreciat ion 
of her many years of service. An Alum
ni Picnic Sunday at the Old Elk Building 
in Westbrook capped off a fine weekend 
with good weather, good food, good 
music, (fife and drum. of cour~e) and 
good friends. Sharing or old st<H ie, and 
pictures was one of 1hc highligh1s of I he 
weekend. All Junior Colonial Fife and 
Drum Corp\ members wish 10 thank all 
who helped make 1he weekend a 
memorable anniversary celebration. 

Editor: 

P.O. Box 287 
Old Sa)•brook, CT 06475 

Enclosed is a copy or Hei:ckiah \\'. 
Percival's d iploma from Samuel 
Willcoxe of Cromwell Connec1icu1. 

Percival learned the Moodus styk 
from Willcoxe, no1ice the date-May 15th 
1821. 

Lasl year we celebrated our 1251h year 
of continuous organization bul we knew 
that Mood us did exis1 long before 1860. 

Percival took his drumming 10 
Moodus, taught his brother, Dr. U.S. 
Cook and others ; lhus the Moodus 
Drum and Fife Corps was formed. 

The different beats lis1ed on 1he 
diploma arc 1oday applied 10 our piec·es, 
such as "Road to Boston." 

You know, in the last two years of 
looking up 1he graves of all lhc pas1 
members of the Moodus Corps in the 
cemeteries in Moodus, I swear that if I 
stand quietly in the gateway, I can hear 
the street beat, there are so many 
members there . 

Joe Franklin 

Ed's no1e: See page 10 for DIPLOMA 
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Handcrafted Drumsticks 
and Bass Drum Beaters 
BASS DRUM BEATER3 ARE ONE SOLID PIECE 

$15.00 per pair 

Orums Sticks made of the finest Persimmon Wood, 
weighed and aged before it is turned. 

Varnished by Hand - Not Dipped! 
Pairs are matched by sound 

All sticks $10.00 per pair 

3 MODELS 

1.) PARADE: WALKING CANE, designed specifically for 
"backbeating". 

2.) PARADE: A.F. MODEL, designed with an e longated 
bead. 

3.) PARADE: RUDIMENTAL, drumstick tor the "Nobility 
of the Ancients ... 

Mail Orders Accepted. 
Please add $2.00 for postage and handling. 

J.C.'s DRUM SHOP 
7510 Belair Road, Baltimore, MD 21236 

Drums, Xylophones, Marimbas, Vibes, Timpani, Accessories 
SALE'or RENT 

I I 

Ancients Fund 
Up-Date 

Ancient Times 
Adds New Feature 

Ancients ~und Chairman Buzz Allen 
has an11ou11t•cd the following new clona
l inn, to I he fuml : 

l'ATHON 
($ 1000.00 or more) 

Beginning with this issue, a new 
feature to be known as "Quiz Coroer" 
is being added to the pages of The An
cic'llt Times. 

lt is hoped that this feature will add 
to 1hc rcadin enjoyment of a ll 

I• (203) 349-8233 

HAVE YOUR LOGO SILK SCREENED 
ON 

• T-Shirts 
•Sweatshirts 

• Tote Bags 
•Jackets 

•Baseball Hats 
•License Plates 

and more 
Now until December 31, 1987, for all Drum Corps orders a donation 

will be made in the name of the corps to the Company of Fifers & Drum
mers Ancient Fund. 

All products First Quality American made 
Low Prices • Prompt Service 

Creamery Road, Durham, CT. 06422 

Now It's History: 
The First European Muster 

By Miney Hourigan 

Dave tioddie will like this article. His 
observations in the winter issue, to wit: 
"Pick up a report on any muster and it 
looks and sounds like a carbon copy of 
all the others ... ", have been taken to 
heart and you will not hear about (and 
I quote) " ... . the great job done by the 
featured corp .. . " (as if the Ancient 
Mariners' show needed more 
superlatives- especially when they go on 
the stand together with the Swiss 
Mariners!) or " .. . the job well done by 
all the other corps in attendance" (after 
all, who doesn't play well at a muster? 
Does anyone come off the stand feeling 
like they didn't do a great job? That's 
what musters are all about.) No, this 
report talks about something else: the 
Ancient Spirit. 

During a discussion of the impending 
visit that the Ancient Mar iners (and at 
the time, the Conn. Blues) would make 
to Switzerland, the idea of a get-together 

hats come all the way from Old Stur
bridge Villagey'know) the treasury was 
about empty. Enter the Ancient Spirit 
again: before anyone could even come 
up with a new fund-raising idea, Bob 
Parmalee had ribbons already printed 
up and the Ancient Mariners announc
ed that they were bringing the muster 
buttons with them! (We hear they're 
already collector's items.) 

Of course on such a historic occasion 
it was Mendon Bannock's wish to have 
the Company's presence represented 
and you can imagine their surprise when 
a few days before the muster, at the 
Mariner concert in Basle-Augst, they 
were presented with the Company flag 
by Ken Dal ling so that it might lead the 
muster parade and fly high over the 
muster site together with the Stars and 
Stripes and 1hc Swiss Cross. Sec what I 
rncnn about Ancient Spiri t folks'l 

And then thl'l'l' were all the little 
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i:>rlon o., orccstcr, Ma. quickly grew into something with a 

C ) subscribers as well as provide the reader 
(I\.. , hing gift of Winfield hcncy • f muster format. All we needed was a with informa11on about all aspects o 

Allied Corp., Morris10wn, N.J. The Company, i1s members and the place to do it and that was finally af-
(Matching gift of John Belles) various events and individuals that make forded us by the city of Luga no through 

CONTRIBUTOR up our drum corps world. the efforts of Mr. Mauro Zoppi and Mr. 
($100 to $999) According 1o 1he quiz editor, con- Domenico Poggioli of the Lugano 
Charl ie Riley troversial subjects or questions will be Tourist Council. Their support of the 

John T. Maclean avoided as much as possible. All ques- undertaking from the very beginning 
Ronald H. Seaborg tions shall be researched to avoid deserves a large vote of thanks from all 

SUBSCRIBER misleading anyone. of us. Even when they were first ap-
($25 to $99) preached the Ancient Spirit was at work 

William C. Langston READERS MAY SUBMIT since reminders of the visits of the Swiss 
William A. Roth QUESTIONS Mariners and Basie Regimentals to 

Lugano and their impromptu perfor-
DONATION Readers may submit questions to 11,am;cs with the Mendon Bannock 
(S I to $

24
) Quiz Corner for consideration. In order Drum Band, ultimately the host corp, 

Jim Flynn to be consid,red, however, the submit- were enough to incite serious interest 
Proceeds from ter must provide the answer and the immediately. 

Jaybirds Day-$SOO.OO source of the answer. So now we had five corps-four Swiss 

Quiz Corner 
I. Whal year was THE COMPANY 

OF FIFERS AND DRUMMERS 
founded? 

2. Where was lhe firsl Company 
mee1ing held? 

3. Whose muster was dubbed lhe 
"STEAK AND LOWENBRAU" 
muster? 

4. Whal year was the firs1 ANCIENT 
TIMES printed? 

5. Who was the firs1 Editor of The 
Ancien1 Times? From what corps? 

6. Who was 1he first Company 
Sutler'/ From wha1 corps? 

7. In 1hc early days of The Ancien1 
Times, a cartoon appeared in each 
issue. Who was the car1oonis1? 
hom what corps? 

8. Who was the founder o f THE 
ANCIENTS FUND? Whal corps 
was he connected with? 

9. In thc~urnmcrof 1965, The Com• 
pany staged its first muhi-corps 
performance. Where was ii held 
and in connection lO what event? 

All questions and answers submitted and one American-and a place for 
will become the property of The Ancient them to play. Muster Ribbons! and But-
Times and may or may not be used at tons! How can you have a muster 
the discretion of the Quiz Editor. Credit without them? But Mendon Bannock is 
will be given 10 submit1ers unless that a small corp and after recently equip-
person states, in wri1ing, al lhe time of ing new members with costumes (those 
submi11al, thal they do not wam 10 be 
iden1ified. 

VARIED FORMS OF 
PRESENTATION 

Quest ions will be prescn1ed in various 
forms-s1raigh1 question and answer, 
true or false, muhiplc choice, sentence 
complc1ion, e1c. 

The number of ques1ions appearing in 
each issue will be left to the discretion 
of The A11cie111 Times editor. 

We hope that 1he "Corner" will give 
you a 101 of fun as well as a little 
knowledge of wha1 we are all abou1 and 
what we arc doing. 

Quiz Corner will be researched by 
Gerre Barrows and edited by Dave 
Boddie. 

xtta 1nen tnere were an tne httie 
things: Like the Regimentals' special ar
rangement of the Swiss Hymn for the 
opening ceremonies, the Swiss Mariners' 
good-naturedness in the face of a hous
ing mix-up, and maybe best of all, the 
sheer joy shown by the Swiss Colonials 
of being at a muster for the first time. 
It seemed like they didn't lay down their 
instruments from the time they arrived 
until they left. A happy reminder of the 
Ancient Spirit for everyone present. · 

So now it's history. When the Com
pany was founded did anyone envision· 
the possibility that a bridge of Ancient 
fifing and drumming would someday 
span two continents? There really has 
been a Fife and Drum Muster outside 
the United States. And judging by the 
reaction of the organizers in Lugano it 
won't be the last either. We're already 
working on next year's edition! And the 
European Muster is OPEN. For the in
teresting details get in touch with the 
Mendon Bannock Drum Band, c/ o 
Mike Quinn, 6967 Dino, Switzerland. 

-~ ,. ~~ 

It 
~ 

~ } 

l 

-~ 
~~- ~ 

JO. Who was responsible for pulling 
this event together? From what 
corps? 

. Answers to these questions may be 
found on page l 1. 

/\II correspondence regarding this 
feawrc should be sent 10 P .0. Box 318, 
Westbrook, CT 06498, Au'n: Quiz 
Corner. 

The Mendon Bannock Drum Band, host corp for the First European Muster, 
on the stand. (Photo Gonella) 
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Authenticity On Display 
The Marquis of Granby's great corps 

from 1976-1980 always featured unique 
and precise Von Steuben maneuvers and 
these were back in style for all to enjoy 
this year. Then there were those stylish 
drum majors whose grace has always 
put their counterparts in other corps to 
shame. Finally; there was the music and 
the "singing" fifes which the Marquis 
has always featured. 

Corps came from seven states and 
they had a ball. The Marquis began the 
muster with a Mourn Arms maneuver 
to honor all corps members who have 
passed away and it was beautiful to see 
as it developed. Under the direction of 
Major Alexia Puglielli the corps was 
flawless in its performance of "Nancy 
Hanks," "Brandy Wine," "Soldier's 
Joy," "Stillman's Reel" and a medley. 

The 18th Connecticut Regiment came 
on next followed by the Windsor Fife & 
Drum and both corps were outstanding 
in their traditional style music. The 
Hampshire Rebels, the 17th Connecticut 
and Sgt. Daniel Bissell all followed 
drawing notable applause from the good 
crowd on hand. A fine young 
Marlborongh corps and Jarod Sweet's 
Joshua Huddy Corps from New Jersey 
played beautifully as did the Westbrook 
Drum Corps which followed. 

As the muster unfolded, I couldn't 
help the visions that came back to me. 
This was where you a lways saw The Old 
Guard put on special shows and where 
Jim Flynn's Morris County Militia were 
at their best. This was where corps col
ours were first posted around the muster 
field. The appearance of the host corps 
brought back recall of Everett Miner 
and his great influence here before his 
tragic death. It was here that my first 
copy of "Pride and Joy" was delivered 
for obvious reasons. l found myself 
recalling Ray Arno and others like Long 
John McGuire who used to be regulars 

• on this field years ago. 

Ancient Mariners Up To Old Tricks 
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Maryland were all exceptional. Ernie 
Kiburis' drum line was superb and 
Milford's Geri Ili ff gave Todd a more 
enjoyable kiss on receiving the ribbon. 
Yvette Gerhardt and Claudine Odell 
represented the Maryland corps as twin 
fifers and received a standing ovation 
for their efforts. 

Gus Cuccia's crack Young Colonials, 
Colonel John Chester, East Hampton 
and the Marquis of Granby Alumni 
completed the muster and all did 
themselves proudly. We even got Gus to 
take a bow for the effort he has done 
with his fine unit. The stylish Lynn 
Sullivan majored for the Marquis Alum
ni during the parade and Kathy 
McBrcarty held the standards well on 
the muster stand. 

Great Fun and Great Return 
The day was a smashing success from 

start to finish and it was great to see all 
the corps obviously mixing and having 
an enjoyable afternoon. The ReEnactor 
Brigade of the Living History Associa
tion added militia authenticity 
throughout the muster as did the I 0th 
Regiment of Foot's British Grenadiers. 
Bruce & Bobby Sullivan, Maris Pavloski 
and Penny Miner are truly great people 
and hats off go to Janet Ford and Carol 
Sullivan for running a beautiful affair. 

Even after the muster was over and 
J mixed with the many Ancients on hand 
there was a special feeling of coming 
home. I guess that is what draws me to 
Westbrook every year, but the feeling 
was much more powerful here in Gran
by. These are people who really honor 
trad ition and authenticity and who real
ly care about the kids in their corps. 
They bring val(1c to their youngsters and 
you could see it still present in cha1ting 
with the young men and women who us
ed to perform in The Marquis ranks five 
to seven years ago. 

To be able to establish these type of 
friendships and meaningful memories is 
what fifing and drumming is all about. 
Sure, playing the music has a lot to do 

Communications is a 
Two Way Street-Registrar 

By David Boddie, Registrar 
Throughout the years, there has 

always been the cry tha t there is not 
enough communication hetween the 
member corps and the elected officers 
who are charged with the operation of 
the organization. Maybe yes, and maybe 
no. It must be realized thai for corps to 
receive information of any sort, they 
must be interested enough to co-operate 
with the people who are responsible for 
getting not ices t.o them. Some months 
ago, we sent out 120 letters to members, 
asking them to respond to a question
naire to facilitate getting out a new 
roster. At this time, less than half of the 
membership has cared lo respond. What 
is interesting is thar the corps that do the 
most complaining are the ones who have 
failed to respond. This may be typical 
but these corps can be assured that we 
are not going to go to the additional ex
pense of contacting corps whose rosters 
are not up to date. We will use what we 
have and if the mailing is returned or 
delivered to the wrong person, it will be 
the corps responsibility to see to it that 
the Registrar is notified, in writing of the 
wrong mailing address or the wrong 
person. 

After the first of the year, Rosters and 
Dues Bills will be g0ing out to the corps. 
If you do not receive this mailing by the 
end of January, you'd better contact the 
Registrar and find out why. Before you 
do however, make sure that you have 
returned the questionnaire as requested. 

If your corps has not received the 
quest ionnaire, send the following infor
mation to the Registrar immediately. 

I. Name of corps as you want it to 
appear on the roster. 

2. Address where all mailings should 
be sent, including The Ancient 
Times. 

3. Name, address, Zip Code and 
telephone number of the contact 
person and what position that per
son holds in the corps. 

4. Name of Delegate to Company, 
including address and telephone 
no. 

5. Same for Alternate Delegate. 

Send this information to: Registrar, 
The Company of Fifers and Drummers, 
P.O. Box 318, Westbrook, CT 06498. 

Rosters will be issued once each year 
and changes will appear in The Ancient 
Times. Corps are responsible for noti
fying the Registrar of all changes that 
occur during the year . 

Put a little effort in being a member 
of The Company, a lot is happening and 
you may miss out if YOU don't keep in 
touch. 

CHANGE REGARDING 
INSTITUTIONAL AND 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

Effective immediately, all Institu
tional and Individual Members will 
receive all Company mailings except 
Ballots. In light o f this, make sure that 
your address and phone number is kept 
up to date with the Registrar. 

One word of caution 10 a ll classes of 
membership- do not under any cir
cumstances give your dues to anyone at 
a muster or other even I. Mail your check 
to P.O. Box 318. After all, if you went 
lo a dance or any other socia l event, and 
ran into your bank president, you 
wouldn't give him your bank deposit, 
would you? 

It will take us some time to clear up 
some of the problems with our mailings 
but with your cooperation we will get 
the job done. 
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"Cocktail Corps" was on hand com- bond of dedication and friendship that 
plete with Roy Watrous, Bill Pace and really makes our little world so mean-
Steve Varhohl (drum instructor for the ingful. r hope you all get a chance to ex-
Marquis). After a rousing version of per ience what I did in Granby a few 
The White Horse, the Mariners were months ago. It makes everything focus 
visibly upset that Tood Ford was han- much clearer as to why we don the 
d ing out the muster ribbon instead of uniforms every new year and lug our 
the more comely Alexia Puglielli, but drums across the countryside until our 
Todd got mobbed and got kissed in true backs ache. 
Mariner style. Later on they got their • It was very special to be part of a 
revenge when Jennifer Coleman took Marquis of Granby muster again and if 
over the ribbon honors. So the day was they ever decide to return to the 
complete. circuit-be sure you come to Granby 

The Milford Volunteers, Yankee because, believe me, tlocy 111ake 
Tunesmiths and Tench Tilghman from everything a little extra special. 

716-227-0828 

Regal® Pipe Band 
Drum Sticks 

A choice of two models made of hard rock maple for 
the weight and feel preferred by Pipe Drummers. 
Model #1 is the Classic shape and design, flaring 
slightly from the neck to the butt end for balance. 
Model #2 also flares from the neck to the butt end, 
with a larger bead and a grooved grip. 

Cat No. 
771W #1 Classic REGULAR PRICE 

$6.95 772W #2 Grooved Grip 

SPECIAL 
To Members of The Company of f ifers and Drummers 

Until December 30, 1986 
$4.00 per pair, includes postage 
Order as many pairs as you like 

allow ten days delivery 

H@ Bon Cicero musie--fl 

204 APPLE CREEK LANE 
ROCHESTER, NY-14621 

~o\\\S C?uttl"f- : /Ii 
CHAT 

A valuable addition lo the museum was made this summer when J im Flynn, 
(far right), Direct.o r o f the now disbanded Morris County Militia, presented 
to T he Co m pa ny, uniforms, drums, flags and artifacts of Chis once outstan
ding fife & drum corps. Accepting this generous donac ion is Bill Pace, a T rustee 
of The Compa ny of Fifers & Drummers. (P hoto by Buzz Allen) 

mandatory stop by many corps. The 
scene of many firsts in the drum corps 
world and at least two farewell perfor
mances, the Nayaug Muster was forced 
to close when a new fi rehouse was built 
direct ly on the muster site . 

A long time supporter of The Com
pany, Nayaug has contributed members 
to serve as officers and on the Executive 
Committee, including Clarke Wilbor, 
longtime Company treasurer. Clarke 
also richly deserves honorable mention 
for his role throughout the years as the 

backbone of the Nayaug Ancients . He 
is a retured drum major for 1hc corps 
and for many years has been serving as 
a corps business manager. More than 
that, he is the spirit that kepi things go
ing and held things together. Good job, 
Clarke. 

There are high hopes that enough new 
members can be recruited in the next few 
years to reac1ivatc the corps and return 
it to the parade route and muster field. 
This writer sincerely hopes so. 

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC. 
P RESENTS 

AUTHENTIC 
Fife and Drum Corps Hats 

For the finest quality headwear 
you can buy. Call or write 

(201) 37 1-9100 
· 1439 Spr ingfield Ave., Irvington, N.J. 071 11 



· Page 6, Winter 1986 

Jaybird Day 1986 
From left to right, starting at lop: a couple of visiting "M&M-ers," Arlie Olson, 
Drum Major, of lhe N. Y. Sky liners in the old days, (lalerU/M of the Sons of Liber-
h · and Ari G ' . ' · • • 
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The Anc 

MARQUIS OF 

Top, left to right: Host Corps, Marquis of 
ni added to the l'cstivities. Bollom, left 
dny. Tlw llum11shirc Rebels came from 
,nry. (l'holo~ by Ethel Luvclle) 



n , o 1pcr s, w o rummc w th rl gcport s Bower Troopers, urc i;rccrcd 
by Jaybird Chairman Ed O lscn ... Parl of the chow-line and mess-facilities provided 
for b)' Cathy Olsen and crew, with an assist from Chester's Bill Gedney and his 
Caribou stcw ... Long Islanders Howie Reiff, Fred Novak and Henry Kunzweilcr try 
the bar for size . .. Recalling their days with Stratford's Conn. Yankees and N.Y.'s 
Regimentals-respectively- and comparing the merits of various formulae for darken
ing gray hair, are Sonny Lyons and Jimmy Douglas ... "Who, us?" inquire Steward 
Ed Classey, Presidenc Frank Orsini, Music Chairman Doc Ferrante and Executive 
Committee-person Debbie Dutka ... Seen hiding, behind The Company's ancient 
vacuum-cleaner, is floorman Bob Parmelee af ter giving the place a last minute going 
over. (Photos by Buzz Allen) 

6 

Above and below: Early views of what would become the largest and loudest (they heard 
them five miles away in Deep River) Jaybird Jollification on record .. . as fifers and drummers 
from nine states assemble lo revive the old tunes. Photos by Irving 

* HANAFORD'S 

At top rrom left to boll 
corps came from Michi 
was slow during the pa. 
Claremont. Host corps, 
Lavelle) 
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iRANBY MUSTER 
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Granby leads the parade. Marquis of Granby Alum
o right: The 17th Ct. Regiment FDC enjoyed the 
rfassach~setts to help celebrate Granby's annivcr-

Page 7, Winter /986 

Studies of some of the faces al Westbrook reveal Charlie Rile}, up from Greenville, 
S.C., consoling Jack O'Brien for having to live in Hoboken, N.J. " I can'! wu it! ' ' 
says Ancient Mariner Carl Balcstracci, as he conlcmplall's things 10 come .... lim Smith, 
of Pittsburgh's Commonwealth f[)(;, and founder of the Japan Mariners, discusses 
business with Company carpenter Ed Classcy ... while N.,I. Field Music's Jim McElcnt1 
reflects on his glockenspiel score al Brooklyn's last Noraid parade. (Photos Ch ucl, 
Riley) 

WESTBROOK 
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VOLUNTEERS MUSTER 

om, The Prince Wynn Corps came from New York. The Plymouth 
an and were ready to go on stand. Business at The Company store 
ade. Bottom, left to right: The First New Hampshire Corps from 
Hanaford's Volunteers. It was a great day for all. (Photos by Ethel 

The "easy rider" on Terry Malcarne's back is none other than his young daughter. 
Should she decide to follow pop's lead, and join a drum corps, she' ll be the fourth 
generation to do so ... Sharp as a tack, in his "colonial shades" is Hal Baldwin of 
the Milford Volunteers ... Two for the price of one. Bob Redican and Howie Keneal
ly show how they flammed-off in the old championship North Branford days ... Hayden 
Fuller's unexpected jaunt in from Wheaton, Ill. permiUed a spontaneous reunion 
with another Westbrook drummer, Dave Clark. (Photos by Ed Olsen) 
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ALONG THE FRONTIER 
By Mark Logsdon 

The First Michigan visits England ..... 
Wherever we played, we felt welcome. It was a warm feeling to hear the crow~~ 
begin singing lyrics to songs as we marched by. "Garry Owen," "Men of Harlech, . 
"The Girl I Left Behind Me," and many others, would cause our audiences to break 
into song. . 

Our special thanks to The Hastings Corps of Drums, and to the Bluebirds of 

Coventry for being such gracious hosts while we were in their areas. 
It was estimated, by the Town Council President that the 1st Michigan perform

ed for 80,000 to 100,000 people in Hastings, making it the single largest llve au
dience we had ever performed for. And what a thrill it was . The response was 
so loud at times that orders issued, could not be heard. 

and the 1st Michigan (right). 
On the field al Coombe Abbey' The Three Spires Seoul Band (center), The Bluebirds (lefl), G ran d 

In many cases lbe Mayors of the cities 
we performed in, attended our concerts. 
Here the Lord Mayor of Coventry greets 
some of the members of the 1st 
Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum 
Cor1>.s-

Union 

.,. 



Drum Major Logsdon of the lsl Michigan, addresses the hastings Corps of 
Orums, thanking lhem for I heir hospilality, and the chance 10 learn more about 
current British field music. 

Marlborough Corps Hosts 20th Muster 
Sunday, September 7 started as a 

warm sunny day but the air was a bit 
"nippy" as sixteen corps formed for the 
MarlborougQ Junior Ancient Fife and 
Drum Corps' 20th parade and mus1er In 
Marlborough,. Connecticut. 

As the temperature dropped, those 
await ing the arrival of the parade at the 
muster field were hurrying back to their 
cars to get jackets and sweaters while 
others sat with jackets and blankets, 
quite a contrast from the 1985 muster 
when the corps could hardly wait to get 
off the stand in a 90° heat so that they 
coulo enjoy the cool waters of Lake Ter
ramugus on whose shores the muster is 
held. This year, the temperature was at 
least 30 c!egrees lower than last year but 
that did not cool the·enthusiasm of the 
participants or the spectators and each 
corps received a well deserved r9und of 
applause as it marched by. 

Following the traditional opening 
ceremonies with the reading of The 
Company Prayer by Past President 
Eld rick Arsenault and the playing of the 
National Anthem by the host corps, it 
was announced thal the muster was 

Make Hundreds 

Clipping Newspaper Items 

Rush Stamped Envelope 

Clipper-2 
Drawer 389 

Clanton, Alabama 3504S 

dedicated to former Company of Fifers 
and Drummers Registrar, H. Lawrence 
"Foxee" Carlson who died on October 
14, 1985. The 1985 Marlborough muster 
was the last muster attended by Foxee. 

Following the host corps on the stand 
were the Ancient Mariners, the Connec
ticut Colonials, East Hampton, Deep 
River Srs., Yankee Tunesmiths, Wind
sor, Chester, Westbrook, Olde Ripton, 
the 18th CT. Reg't, Sgt Daniel Bissell, 
the Junior Colonials, the Spirit of '76, 
Higganum-Haddam and The Deep 
River Tories. With the exception of the 
Yankee Tunesmiths and the Spirit of '76 
of East Greenbush, both from New 
York, all corps were from Connecticut. 

The announcing was done by Dave 
Boddie, assisted at the table by Eleanor 
Schoos, both members of The Company 
of Fifers and Drummers Musters Com
mittee, and Betsy Craggs, Vice President 
of the Marlborough Corps' Parents 
Committee. · 

The corps, many reduced in strength 
because of the reopening of colleges per
formed well and provided all with a 
pleasant afternoon of enjoyment. 

The Cullen 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

135 Church St. , Guildord, CT 06437 
William M. Kinnare, President 

Office: 203-453-4829 
Home: 203-421-4636 

"What are all these metals things for?" 
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MAILING CIRCULARS! 
YOU can make extra income in your spare time mailing out 
commission circulars! It's easy, and many people j ust 
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can make just a few dollars extra per 'Week, or put more 
time into it and HAKE $50 TO $360 WEEKLY AND MOREi You 
set your ovn hours, mail as many or as few as you like , 
and you can quit any time you decide you want to. 

Take advantage ot this littl e-l<nown opportunity to make 
HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS PER WEEK as a commission mailer . 
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Jersey Jottings 
'------------- By Jack O'Brien -------------' 

JAY BIRDS '86 
I attended Jay Birds Day after hit

ching a ride from Brooklyn with Bobby 
Thompson and Jim McEleney - nice to 
be a back seat driver - lift up your feet 
and leave the driving to Bobby! 

Another grand day, seeing good peo
ple, re-telling stories heard throughout 
the years. 

A good handful of "Sons" and ex
"Sons," O'Shaunessey, Kron, Novak, 
Tuomey, Thompson, Lemley, At
tanasio, Art Olson, Ed Olsen, Ken 
Schneider, Tommy Trainor and a few 
lovely ladies that used to attend our 
rehearsals, Cathy Olsen, Ann Schneider, 
Jeanne Tuomey and Gerry At
tanasio, - all recalling stories and dates 
of long ago. 

Many thanks to President Frank Or
sini and Maria Vitolo on getting our old 
"Sons" 13 star flag sewn up and back 
in one piece to be presented to The 
Company's Museum for safe keeping. 
The flag was given to the "Sons" by our 
beloved Msgr. Regan at St. Cecilia's 
Lyceum in Brooklyn, our practice hall. 
The "Sons" marched behind that ban
ner for a lot of years, a lot of miles, a 
lot of memories. Along with the famous 
Red Coat and "Sons" tri-corn, it will 
have its spot in drum corps history at 
Company Headquarters. 

Again, a tip of the tri-corn to all our 
fellow members who have done such a 
splendid job on refurbishing the hall, it 
is a tribute to your efforts. Thus far this 
·year, "The Spirit of Liberty" has ap
peared in 32 parades, musters and 
celebrations and have contracts for 5 
more, Halloween, Veterans Day, Pearl 
Harbor, and Christmas parades. It has 
been another outstanding year. "The 
Statue and The Spirit, they go 

together." 

News From The Brooklyn Doro 
For many years a young Brooklyriite 

coached baseball, basketball teams, 
helped with dances and bazaars at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish. 
Through the I 960's he was director of 
both the OLPH Ridgemen Drum and 
Bugle Corps and OLPH Girls Fife and 
Drum Corps. 

He was a member of the OLPH corps 
from 1944 through the 50's. He was 
employed by Manufacturers Trust Com
pany for thirty years as a bank officer. 

Richard "Dick" Skarbek, at the age 
of 54, was ordained a Catholic Priest by 
Pope Paul II at St. Peter's in Rome, in 
1986, and on September 7, 1986 Father 
Skarbek celebrated his first mass at 
OLPH. Hundreds of old friends, drum 
corps people, attended this joyous af
fair. It was Phil Mahfouz and Father 
McGowan who had the idea of getting 
together some of t he OLPH drum corps 
people to play, but with families having 
moved away, it was impossible to gather 
a group. Therefore, "The Spirit of 
Liberty" marched down the side street 
from the rectory, leading Father 
Skarbek's procession. Originally, it was 
planned to stop at the top of the en
trance to this beautiful basilica, but 
Father McGowan said, "All the wny" 
- So there we marched, up center aisle, 
to "America The Beautiful,' 
with the packed church applauding their 
approval. As Father Skarbek paused in 
front of the altar, he gave us a loving 
"Thank You so much" and gave us his 
first blessing. 

This will certainly go down in our 
book as a most moving event, Yes, the 
spirit has indeed been blessed! 

Stony Creek's 100th Anniversary Performance 

Milford Volunteers Salute Harold Baldwin 
By Geri Iliff 

Harold Baldwin - The Milford Around this time Harold returned to 
Volunteers Ancient Fife& Drum Corps Milford and joined the Milford 
salutes you on your birthday and is Volunteers Ancient Fife & Drum Corps. 
honored to have had you as an active Although he was a member of the 
member of our corps. Volunteers for a comparatively short 

Every corps has an unique individual. time he was always there. Wherever we 
Someone who never criticizes whnt song marched there was always someone ask 
is being played or how long a parade is. ing "Where's Harold? Is he here?" and 
A person who is just out there for the you always said yes. No one can forget 
pure joy of being there. Unfortunately, his deedlee durn, deedlee dee," when he 
people wait until that special person has tells you about a song. O r how 
passed on, then, write words of remem- everytime you see him he has a new joke 
brance, so, we decided that we would to tell you. There is never a time when 
like to honor one such man on this bir- you had to wait for Harold to show up. 
thday so he could read this article and "If l get there first I wi ll d raw a line, 
see how much he is respected, this man if you get there first you erase it , " "but 
is Harold Baldwin. then again, on the other hand, she wore 

First we'd like to g ive you a little a glove," are some of Harold's sayings. 
hist.Ory - Born during January, in Marching on the street you can spot 
Milford, Ct., Harold learned to play the Harold by the way he carries himself, so 
fife around JO years of age, with the straight, always at attention. The 
help of his talented Dad. He attended number of songs he has in his head 
Devon Grammar School and graduated would make your own head spin. He 
from old Milford High School. never forgot his good friend Ray Arnow 

The first corps Harold belonged to, and always said, "Let's play it for 
in the 1930's, was the Old Devon Drum Ray." 
& Bugle Corps, he then played with the Most recently he became a charter 
Artie Engine Fife & Drum Corps, both member of the newly formed Spirit of 
Milford, CT. Corps. After that Harold Black Rock Ancient Fife & Drum 
joined the Pioneers Fife & Drum Corps Corps, being one of the first to enlist, 
in Stratford, CT. but the Milford Volunteers will always 

From this point there was a brief consider him a member of the 
pause in fifing and drumming to par- Volunteers. 
ticipate in World War 11. Harold Harold is an antique buff and has a 
enlisted in the Navy in 1942, and his en- rare bottle collection among other ar-
tire unit was awarded many c itations tifacts in his possessions, but his first 
and three battle stars for their action. and last love will always be fifing. It has 
Harold was discharged as a Second been said that Harold feels ten stories 
Class Boatswain's Mate in 1945. high when he has the opportunity to 

After returning home it was back to play his fife, and to meet him you 
fifing and drumming and the former believe it. 
Fairfield Corps, followed by the Yellow Harold agreed to put on Milford's 
River Fife & Drum Corps in Bridgeport, uniform one more time and joined us in 
CT. The best thrill of all was belonging the Westbrook parade and muster this 
to the famous Governor's Foot Guard past August, it was a pleasure and an 
of New Haven, which Harold was a honor to have you with us again Harold. 
member of until it temporarily Happy Birthday! 
disbanded. 
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- --- = H ighlights 27th Annual Westbrook Muster 
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by P hil Truilt host Westbrook Drum Corps to the final 
The 1986 edition of the Westbrook corps on stand, East Hampton's Third 

Muster on August 22nd-23rd lived up to Connecticut Regiment, the efforts were 
all of its credentials. The weather was, exceptional. 
as usual, superb, the spirit and One of the truly outstanding efforts 
fellowship high and the music truly ex- of the day came from the much awaited 
ceptional. Notable performances came Old Guard F&D appearance. The corps 
forth both on Friday evening and all da- made the trip on their own and for the 
Saturday as the 27th rendition of the first time in over a decade were without 
Westbrook Muster unfolded. a bugle line. However, their solos were 

Stony Creek Feature Corps beautiful and the bass drumming .in the 
In their 100th anniversary year, the drum solo (I appologize for not getting 

big and popular Stony Creek corps was hi5 name) wa5 one of the fine5t exhibi-
honored as the featured corps. Lee'• by tions on that instrument I have ever 
their traditional "Uncle Sam" (since witnessed in my 11 years on the Ancient 
1935), The Creek thundered through 10 trail. 
rousing numbers. In their blue, red and The return of Germantown's big 
buff uniforms, Stony Creek played from sound was one of the true highlight's of 
a concert formation on stand and drew the afternoon and it was nice to hear 
a standing ovation both for their per for- that popular unit back in synch again. 
mance and the recognition of their great Yalesville's Juniors celebrated their 30th 
history and contribution in fifing and anniversary and the Junior Colonials 
drumming. dedicated this, their 1,410th, perfor-

Some 36 invited units performed on mance to ~ oan Rochette and righ tfully 
stand with another 10 joining the so. T hen there were the Ancient 
festivities for the muster parade. New to Mariners, Charles W. Dickerson, the 
the otherwise veteran field were the Kentish Guards and Buzz Olsen's 
Zuma Beach Ancients from California Village Volunteers all bringing the au-
and the Old Moss Wheeler F&D from dience to its feet with fine efforts. 
Queensburg, Pennyslvania. Everyone was there who has become 

From the opening performance of the See WESTBROOK, page 12 

- ·Parmelee__;,_1, .-.---- ----.. 
of Durham ~ (203) 3 49-823.3 

SILK SCREENED SHIRTS 
(Popular fife and drum shirts previously only available through Leo Brennan 

can now be ordered direct from designer.) 

Fife or Drum-silver with navy design, tan with brown design and maroon 
with white design ' 

Hands on instruments- silver with navy design 
Tall Ship-navy with white design, or gray with navy design 

T-Shirt- $1_.00 Adult (S,M,l,XL) $6.50 Youth (6-8, 10-12, 14-16) 
Sweatshirt- $ 14.00 Adult (S,M,L,Xl) $16.00 Adult·(XXU 

Add $1.50 shipping & handling for one shirt $1.00 each additional shirt 
Send order (remember to specity shirt size, color) and check to: 

Parmelee of Durham- Creamery Road, Durham, CT. 06422 

Hanaford's Muster-An Olde Time Goodie 
by Dave Boddie 

1 don't know who originated the pie hundred yards and the camp site is 
statement, but the first time I heard it there. 
it came from Ed Olsen and it goes lik~ The food, as a lways, was good and 
this, "A muster is a drum corps day for plentiful. You know that 1he jollifica-
drum corps people." tion had 10 be real enthusiastic because 

For those of us who can remember your reporter not only played, bu1 
back when the Deep River Muster was found himself marching down 1he main 
so small that you could park your car street and up the s1airs of the Capitol 
on second base on Devitt Field and when playing the Downfall with abt>ut 200 
the parade started at noon, and by three others-no, it wasn't all because of Jack 
in the afternoon everything was over ex- Daniels!!!! 
cept the alt night partying,-not many The two corps that hold musters here, 
corps, not many spectators, but a great (The Hanaford's Volunteers and The. 
time! Green Mountain Regimen, alternate 

Such was the case in picturesque years in hosting this event) are very for-
Montpelier, Vermont where Hanaford's tunate to have such a setting. Any corps 
Volunteers held their muster on August that enjoys "A drum corps day for 
9,-what a spot for a muster! All the drum corps people" should make it a 
campers are relatively close to each point to make this event every chance 
other, the parade route is close by and that they get. 
the muster itself is set on the lawn of the The corps that took advantage of this 
State Capitol with the Capitol building year's muster we re : Higganum-
as a backdrop. Not too many spectators Haddam, Windsor, Junior Colonials, 
but an enthusiastic group of participants Patowmack Ancients, 18th Ct. Reg't., 
cheering each other's performances. The Westbrook, Plymouth Fife and Drum 
participating corps did well, in fact it Corps from Michigan, Milford 
seems that at a muster of this type the Volunteers, Green Mountain Regiment, 
corps put out a little extra because they Kentish Guards, Prince Wynn Col-
are aware of the fact that their audience onials, Marlborough Jrs. Vil lage 
is made up of fellow drum corps people Volunteers, Acton Minutemen, Union 
who know when a tune is being but- Brigade, New Jersey Colonial Mili1ia , 
chered or played right- there were no 1st New Hampshire, Connec1ku1 l.llucs, 
butchers at this muster! the Young Colonial.1, Olde Ri pton and 

Another thing that makes Montpelier of course Hanaford', Volunteers. 
so attractive as a muster site is the easy Oh Yeah!!! II sprinkled a bit during 
on, easy off, access to the muster area. the muster but it didn' t put a damper on 
You just get off Interstate 89, go a cou- any1hing. 
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SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 So. Maple St . : 
Enfield CT. 0<,082 

Barouque a11d "Irish• · Flutes 
Fifes, F/ageoletles, Tabor 

Pipes. and Tin Whistles 
\Vrill' for bnn·hurt" ~tndt or :101iqu..· n111t· Ii .. , 
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By BILL KRUG 

OIO YOU KNOW ... .. 
Du1 ing the King George VJ Coronation ceremonies, the director o f one of 

the London Military Bands mentioned that the tune now known as Brit ish 
Grenadiers was originally an old Irish folk-tune! 

Here are some o f the British A rmy Hist.Orica! Records I have chosen for the 
years 1768-1796 that J think Ancient Fife and Drum corps might be interested in . , 

.,. 

,:r:·~--~" . . 
;,_ 

Regiments of Foot 
25th Regiment of Foot 
Infantry dress of the 25th Foot in Minorca between 

1769 and 177 5 has been documented in six oil 
paintings. 

T he musicians o f the regiment also appear in the 
paintings. The fifer is resplend~nt in a white bearskin 
cap with red cords and tassels and a yellow cloth back. 
His yellow coat has a red collar, cuf fs and lapels. His 
lace is red, blue and yellow, and his loops are bastion
shaped. The drum major is also dressed in a coat with 
the facings reversed, but he incorporates features o f 
the serjeant major 's dress, with his silver lace, slash
ed cuff and square e nded loops. Unlike modern 
holders of rank, he is shown playi ng a drum which is 
carried on a red shoulder belt which has silver lace edg
ing, a while meta l plate and two s,nall drum st ic ks 
below. 

Inventory Report 
"Drummer's green cloth; 128 brandcnbourgs for music; 32 Serjeants and 

Music's laced hats' 3 Serjeants p lain hats; 3 Scrjeants cap-hats; I Drum-Major's 
laced hat; 48 Corporal's epaulettes ; 25 yards silver lace for the Drum-Major." 

50th Regiment of Foot 
27rh July, 1768 fnspection return .. .. 

"9 Fifers , Colours, 1763" 
2nd June, 1777 lnspeclion re/urn .. . 
"Officers had short gaiters. Drummers, etc. wore ha1,, c,1p, not hcinp 

delivered. L ight infantry had belts over left shouldc, ;ind pouchc~; no cart, idµc: 
' . . . 



.,. 
JUNIOR CORPS - Are you having recruiting problems? Can' t get any kids 
interested? Then you'd belier gel in louch with Sam Evans o f lhe Patriots of 
Northern Viri:inia Corps and get his recruiting formula. The corps has jusl 
received twenty sna re drums and ten bass drums seen in the a bove photo. They 
must be doing something ri~hl! l)rums were made by The Cooperman Fife and 
Drum Co. o n ln~titu1io oal M c mb~r of thf: Company . 
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boxes. Grenadiers had waist-belts over right shou er. Appcare ms ort gaiters. 
10 music in a ll , but one was a Serjeant and 5 drums." 
51st Regiment of Foot 

27th July, 1768 Inspection return .... 
"6 fifers, officers-plain scarlet, lapelled to waist wilh sea-green-slashed sleeve 

with a small round cuff - gilt buttons, not numbered - gold epaulette-white lin
ing, waistcoat and bree-ches, gold laced hats . Men, black gaiters. 

30th April, 1777 Inspection return .. ... 
"Drums and fifes-handsome young men, very well dressed and play welL 

Officers, very tall, genteel, handsome young men." 
1781, Inspection report of5/st FOOi, For/ St. Philip, Amherst Papers, W.O. 

34 ..... 
"Drummers and fifers very small and young, being children of the Regiment." 

58th Regiment or ~·0 01 
/3th June, 1792 Inspection return ..... 
" 12 drums, 14 music = 26" 
30th December, 1795, Commander-in-Chief ow feller. Adjutant-General 10 

Lieu1enont-General Seo/I. W.O. 3114, P.2p6 ..... 
. . . "Relative to the colour of the clothing of the drummers and fifers of the 

58th Regiment being changed from black to white, .. His Majesty has been pleased 
to permi t the said change 10 take place." 

21st January, 1796, Commander-in Chief out feller. Adjutant-General 10 

Thomas Fauquier, Esqre. W.O. 3/ 28, p. 127 ..... 
.. . "The coats of the drummers and fifers of the 50th, 58th, 64th, 70th and 

89th Regiments, are in all future clothings of said Regiments, to be made of 
white cloth instead of black, according to former regulation; and to have black 
cuffs, collars, and facings. The waistcoats and breeches are to be white ." 

Fife Calls 
When the fife was re-introduced into the British a rmy in 1745-47, fife calls, 

to the drum's accompaniment , became the rule, although they were possibly 
founded on 17th century calls. Such ex
isted in France in the 17th century. As 
a specimen, here is the " Drummers 
Call" from Potter's Treatise (1815) 
which is a more practical version than 
that registered earlier (c.1760). Fife calls 
were used in Britain until the l 890s, the 
last official version being "Drum and 
Flu te ( = fife) Duty" issued on I 
October 1887. 

~ IDE DllL' l\i. . 
pc rlot) 1781 

of The Royul· s u~scx H.l•~I. 

DRUMMERS CALL 
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The Ancient Times 
Gift Subscription To High School 

Pays Off For Moodus 
At a Company meeting last spring, it 

was suggested that a gift subscript ion to 
The Ancient Times for a corps' local 
high school would be a good vehicle to 
let more people know about The Com
pany of Fifers and Drummers and might 
also help the local corps' membership 
recruitment program. 

Joe Franklin of the Moodus Corps 
lost no time in getting a subscription for 
the Hale-Ray High School Library in 
Moodus Connecticut and at the last 
meeting of The Company he was hap
py to report that as a result of his gift 
to the school, the Moodus corps had 
signed on two new recruits. 

"It worked out fine," said Joe, 
"Other corps should consider this inex
pensive way to let young people know 
what we are all about." 

Recently, the Kentish Guards Fife and 
Drum Corps of East Greenwich, R. I. 
bought subscriptions to The Ancient 
T imes for eight high schools in their 

· area. 
"Unlike Connecticut, Rhode Island is 

not the hot bed of fifing and drumming 
and we have to do all we can to let 
young people know about our enjoyable 
hobby" said Mo Schoos, Manager of 
the Rhode Island corps. 

~---Thank You-------, 
As the Sutler of the company store for the Company of Fifers 

and Drummers, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
of the ladies that have helped sell the wares that the store has had 
to offer over the past four years. Until I became the Sutler it was 
a rather hit and miss affair, however, with the help of Violet Allen, 
Jean Toomey, Nan Fritz, Ellie Schoos, Leslie Pace, Cathy Olsen 
and Others too numerous to mention we have settled down to a 
few who are becoming steady salespeople in the store. I really ap
preciated all of their help and the Co. of Fifers and Drummers 
should take their hats off to these wives of our Fife and Drum 
Corps men. I must not forget to thank "Murphy" whose dad is 
the President of Lancraft. He is turning out to be my right hand, 
always there when he is needed. With dedication such as the above 
have contributed to the store it cannot help but be a success. 

~---------- -------Helen Arsenault, Sutler-

The Company of Fifers and Drummers Store 
COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS MUSIC BOOK #1. ... ........ $9.00 
COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS MUSIC BOOK #2 ........ .... 9 .00 
MUFFLED DRUM MUSIC BOOK .. ....... .. ... .. . .. .... ...... . ......... ... 3.00 
CAMP DUTY MUSIC BOOK W/CASSETTE ... .. . ........ .......... .. ... 9.00 
COMPANY OF FIFE RS & DRUMMERS MUGS ... . .......... .. ......... 16.00 
200 YRS. F IFE & DRUM RECORD (N.Y. REGIMENTALS) . .. .. ... ... . 9.00 
COMPANY PRAYER (FRAM~D) . ..... __:_ ; ··· · ······ ·· ····· ··· ·· · ··. ·· ·········;·~~ 

The Story of Hanaford's 
The founders of Hanaford's 

Volunteers, Gerd and Ruth Sommer 
were originally from Huntington, N. Y. 
With the change of jobs the fam ily mov
ed 10 South Burlington Vermont in 
1968. In 1970 the Sommers moved to 
Underhill Center Vermont. Being away 
7 years from fifing and drumming Gerd 
missed it, (Long time drummer with the 
Colonial Greens, Mount Vernon N. Y. 
VFW 596, and later John Glover's 
Marblehead Marine,) and Gerd 1hough1 
it was time to get into fifing and drum
ming again. 

His daughter Lori brought him to her 
school as a class project to demonstrate 
drumming. A lot of the students were 
interested. So he decided LO start a corps 
in town. Bx July 4, .1975 the corps made 
its first appearance in the town parade. 
They o nly knew about two songs and 
there were not enough drums to go 
around, so they played each song twice 
and changed drummers. The uniforms 
at this time were rolled up jeans and 
gingham shirt s and tricorns from the 
five-and-ten -cent store. 

The corps was first named Underhil l 
Fife and Drum Corps. 11 was now time 
to rename the new corps. Gerd's son 
Scott, for a Vermont literature class in 
high school, decided to do a report on 
the 1820 house that they lived in. While 
doing research, he found rhc name of 
Captain Nathaniel M. Hanaford . Born 
in Enfield, New Hampshire, Hanaford 
later went on to settle in Underhill. He 
served as a fifer and drum major in the 
war of 1812. The members decided to 
name the corps Hanaford's Volunteers, 
after Captain Hanaford. Since Scott 
knew of an old, overgrown cemetery 
behind the Sommer's house, he went up 
to the cemetery and was looking bet• 
ween the trees at the o ld gravestones and 
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other war veterans. They decorated the 
graves with nags and marker, and 
played some tunes, such a, ")812" for 
Captain Hanaford and some Civil War 
tunes for the veterans of that war . 

Ever since then, a few member\ <>1 
Hanaford's Volunteer, have kept the 
tradition of mowing the cemetery in the 
summer and planting flower, in the 
spring. We hope to put up a flagpole 
and a fence, and we have begun to 
straighten and repair the o ld ,tone,. II 
you're ever in Underhill, ,rop by the 
Sand Hill Cemetery in the ,hadow of 
Vermont's loftiest mountain, Mount 
Mansfield, and sec where Hanaford', 
Volunteers' namesake lie, "a
mouldering in the grave." 

Little Deep River 

On September 13th at 10:00 a.m., the 
Deep River Fife and Drum Corps and 
one Ancient Mariner left Connecticut 
and headed Nonh on Intersta te 91 to 
Roger Clark's uncle's deer camp in East 
Wallingford, Vermont. At I :00 p.rn. the 
same day, a number o f Hanaford', 
Volunteers of Underhill, Vermont head
ed South fo r a 3:00 rendezvou, with 
Deep River. The Connect icut Yankee, , 
all hough out of their shoreline territory. 
:,,howcd the Green M ountain Ooy.) ,;omc 
real downcas1 hospitality with an old 
fash ioned clam bake. A crate of 
steamers, a crate of cherry ,tones, three 
dozen lobsters, a pol of dam chowder, 
corn on the cob, and two barreb of beer 
were enjoyed by all. The fre,h sea food 
was exccllenr and very much appreciated 
since 1he North Country natives don't 
often have it. 

II wasn't long before the boys sci up 
targets for their rifles and muskets and 
fil led the air with lead and black powder 
smoke. The b,\SI drummer from Deen 

_I 
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CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS 1s·1 NAT'L CONVENTION P IN .. . ....... SO other than Captain Hanaford, who died for a bonfire so they could keep warm 
CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS FIFE CASES (DOUBLE) ........... .. ... .. 15.00 in 1862. Also there were the graves of on the chilly Vermont night. Meanwhile, 
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS, SMALL, MED. , LARGE his wife, and daughter, and of his Roger Clark was out in the wild untam-

X LARGE - TAN - ADULT .......... ... ...... .................... .. .. .... ...... 8.00 father, who died at the age of 101. ed woods in sea rch of his bear. A jam 
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS, SMALL, MED., LARGE After finding Hanaford's gravestone, session and a lot of story swapping went 

X LARGE - WHITE/RED TRIM - ADULT .................. ............. . 8.00 Scott told the other corps members, and on. II was a good t ime for a ll. Thanks 
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS, SMALL, MED., LARGE, they all decided to clean up the so much, L>eep River for all the great 

X LARGE - WHITE/BLUE TRIM - ADULT .................. .. .......... 8.00 cemetery. The whole corps went to the friendship, food, and d rink . You can ex-
ANCIENT FUND TEE SHIRTS - CHILDREN · cemetery and over severa l weekends peel some Vermont maple syrup 10 

6/ 8 10/12 14/ 16 WHIT E/ RED WHITE/BLUE ............ ..... ............ 8.00 cleared away the brush and weeds and come your way. And when a case or 
CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS SPORTS SHIRTS - ADULT found many other old gravestones. Canadian ale shows up in Connecticut, 

WH ITE, SMALL, MEl;:> IUM, LARGE, X LARGE ................. ..... 12 .00 After t he cemetery was c leared, hands off un less you arc in the Deep 
CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS TEE SHI RTS - ADULT Hanaford's Volunteers had a ceremony River Drum Corps - or your name i; 

WH ITE/CO. LOGO, SMALL, MED. , LARGE. X LARGE ......... . 12 .00 in hono r of Captain Hanaford a nd the Scolty Green-Street! ! 
CO.' FIFE RS & DRUMMERS TEE SHIRTS - CHILDREN 

WH ITE/CO. LOGO, SMAL L, MED., LARGE, X LARGE.. ......... 8.00 
J AY-BIRD TEE SHIRT S, RED W/BLUE LOGO OR 

BLACK, SMALL, MED., LARGE, X LARGE ...... .... .. .......... . .. .. .. 8.00 
SWEAT SHIRTS, BLUE W/WHITE LOGO, MEDIUM, 

LARGE, X LARGE .............. ...... ........ ..... ..... . ... .. ... .. . .. ........... 14.00 
JACKETS, LINF.O - BLUE/ WHITE LOGO, MEDIUM, 

LARGE, X LARGE ... ....... . .... ........ .. .. .......... ......... ........ .. ...... . 26.00 
CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS BASEBALL CAPS BLUE W/ 

W HITE LOGO, ONE SIZE FITS ALL.'. ............ .................... .. .. . 6.00 
CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS PAINTERS CAPS, WH ITE 

W/BLUE LOGO, ONE SIZE FITS ALL. .................................. 3.50 
, CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS LIGHTERS ................. ..................... 1.50 

- NEW ITEMS-
CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS LAPEL P INS ................................... 3.00 
CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS KEY RINGS ( IRRIDESCENT) ............ 1.00 

CO FIFERS & DRUMMERS SPORTS S HI RTS 
LIGHT BLUE W/ DARK BLUE LOGO, ALL SIZES ................. 12.00 

CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS JOGGING SHORTS r 
WHITE, ALL SIZES ............ ........................ . ............... .. ......... 7.0) 

CO. FIFERS & DRUMMERS PRAYER (UNFRAMED) ................ . 1.50 
200 YRS FIFE & ORUM CASSETTE (N.Y. REGIMENTALS) ........ 9 .00 

--------------------------------------------------------
ITEM 

ORDER FORM 
SIZE PRICE 

I I 
SHIPPING T OTAL 

SHIPPING AND HANDLING COSTS-MUGS $2,75, MUSIC BOOKS $1.00, HATS 
& SHIRTS $1.50, FIFE CASES $2.75, RECORDS $1.50 

MAIL ORDERS TO: H. ARSENAULT, SUTLER - 269 NORTH FRONT ST, 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 06513 · ALLOW SIX WEEKS DELIVERY. 

'-- ---""'-__ ,_,·t,! 
Capt. Nathaniel M. Hanaford 's grave in Sandhill Cemetery, Underhill VT . . A 
fifer and Drum Ma.ior in the War of 18 12. Photo by Oavc Hevrin 

Answers-Quiz Corner 
I. The Company of Fifers and Drum

mers was founded in 1965. 
2. The first meeting was held at the Fair

field Fi rehouse in Fairfield, 
Connecticut. 

3. The Camden Continentals first 
muster held in Camden, New York. 

4. The first issue of the Ancient Times 
was primed in March 1973. 

5. The fi rst Editor of The Ancient Times 
was Ed Olsen of The Ancient 
Mariners . 

6. The first Company Sutler was Pat 
Cooperman of Glovers Marblehead 
Fife and Drum Corps. 

7. The cartoonist was Les Longworth of 
the Sudbury Fyfe and [)rum 
Companie. 

8. Richard "Dick" Higgins, a working 
parent with the Junior Colonials Fife 
and Drum Corps of Westbrook 
founded The Ancients Fund. 

9. The first Company staged multi-corps 
performance was in the Singer Bowl 
at Flushing Meadows Park, in con
junction with the New York World's 
Fair. 

10. William Mark "Bill" Pace of the 
New York Regimentals arranged the 
event. 

1 
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llCIEITS ACTIVITIES 
Ancients Activities Calendar 

1986 
December 13-Colonial Saybroo k Fifes & Drums' 16th Annual Christmas Tor

chlight parade and muster, Old Saybrook, CT . The parade steps off at 
6:00 P.M. This muster is by INVITATION ONLY. Contact: Wm. Reid, 
242 Schoolhouse Rd., O ld Saybrook, CT 06475, (203) 399-6571. 

1987 
July 11-12-Second European Muster in Lugano, Switzerland. Hosted by the 

Mendon Bannock Drum Band. Parade and Muster Saturday evening, Con
certi.I ollification on Sunday. Lodging is free for corps people during your 
stay with us. This muster is OPEN. For more information, contact: Mike 
Quinn, 6967 Dino, Switzerland. 

••• Addilional information for the Ancients Calendar should be sent lo : Janice 
Hooghkirk, 149 Leeles Island Rd., Guilford, CT 06437, (203) 453-9030 

Please try 10 give the type of event; dale, place, lime and sponsor of the event; 
the name of a contacl person, and any other pertinent information. 

HAWAII con'1 fro m pg. I 

someone to main tain his or her 
equilibrium. We were fortunate to have 
Dori Vasconcellos as our tour guide. She 
is a very talented, attractive person who 
knows her job and docs it well. She was 
always cheerful and helpfu l in taking 
care of our problems. Prior 10 being a 
tour person, she ,vas a member of a hula 
dancing group that had travelled all over 
the world anti in 1984, she was chosen 
Q ueen of the Island of Kahoolawc Pa'u 

WESTBROOK · Cont from pg. 9 

a part of the Westbrook tradition. The 
Patowmack Ancients, Capt. James Bux
ton, Nathan Hale, the Long Island 
Minutemen, The Sailing Mas te rs, 
Milford's Volunteers, the NJCM, the 
Marquis of Granby, Chest.er and Olde 
Ripton are just a few names you 'II 
know. Vermont's two gems, the Green 
Ml. Regiment and Hanafords' 
Volunteers, were outstanding and the 
C'onncct icul Blues, Yankee Tuncsmiths 

Ancient Times 
P .O . Box318 
Westbrook, CT 06498 
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Equest rian unit. 
Everything is as handy as you could 

want it..all kinds or rood, stores, and 
the beach at Waikiki only two blocks 
away! The meals were good and did not 
have to be expensive. Regardless of your 
taste or finances, you could be satisfied. 
Tours are available or you can rent a car 
and go on your own with the help or 
people like Dori. The corps' youngsters 
chose the car rentals and were rarely 
seen. 

There were two big negatives to our 
tr ip. The first, and biggest, was the fact 
that we were only there for one week. 
There were lots and lots of things we 
didn't get to sec or do because there was 
so little t ime. If you can't stay for at 
least two weeks, it's almost wastefu l 
because of the second negative ... it is a 
looonnggg trip. We left Newark Airport 
at 11 A.M. Wednesday (5 A .M. Tues
day Hawaii time) and got to Honolulu 
at 12:45 P.M. Thursday (6:45 P.M. 
Wednesday Hawaii time). That's a total 
of 13 hours and 45 minutes. With an 
hour or so on the ground in Chicago and 
Los Angeles, we were in the air the bet
ter part of 11 hours and that's a lot of 
hours. However, once we got there, 
things were really enjoyable thanks to 
the wonder fi1l people. 

The weather could have been better. 
It rained for a brief spell every day that 
we were there except the day we left. 
Fortunately, it didn't rain on our 
parades so that posed no problems on 
our skin heads, (on the drums that is). 
We attended a hugh luau on Monday 
night and it rained just before the meal 
and we sloshed around with our glasses 
filled with Mai-tais until the rain stop
ped then we continued to enjoy the great 
rood and fun that followed. Some of 
our fellows got involved in the fish cat
ching ceremony and got on the stage and 
did the hula during the show .... Not me, 
they were serving Mai-tais, not Jack 
Daniels. 

Would I go again?? As soon as the 
opportunity presented itself, but it 
would have to be for a longer stay. 

' and Lancraft drew equal raves from the 
knowing assemblage. In short, all corps 
were at their best from Sudbury to Alex
andria and Totokct to Moodus. GREE'lilNGS 

The Charles W. Dickerson Corps on parade in Hawaii-inset-Dori 
Vasconcellos, The Corps' Tour Guide who made the trip one to remember. 

Milford Volunteers 
Holds Elections 

By Geri llifr 

The Milford Volunteers Fife and· · 
Drum Corps of Milford, Connecticut. 
held their elections recently and elected 
the following: Director-Geri Iliff, 
President-John D' Amie<.', 'Sr., 
Secretary-Emily Malok, Treasurer
Gerry Iliff, Quartermasters-John and 
Joy Malok, Fife Sergeant-Ann Marie 
Neely, Fife Corporal-Geri Iliff, Drum 
Sergeant-John D' Amico, Jr., and 
Drum Corporal-Mory Levine. 

The Volunteers are pleased to an
nounce that they have signed on five 
new fi fers, Katie Oates, Craig Abbots, 
Mary Bower, Nicole Neely and Tia Maz
zarella and two new drummers, Eric 
Smith and Gail McAndrew. 

The corps is looking forward to 
another good season in I 987. 

r------------------------------------------~-----, I . Tiu .. . . I 

I (jm:Jny ITTi INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION I 
I Clffm ~ THE COMP ANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. I 
I - · -t:? ·- I 
.~~ I 
I NAME ____________ .....;,..__ -----''-----TELEPHONE _______ I 
I ADDRESS ·-------------------------------- I 
I CITY--- _____ STATE _________ ZIP _____ ··---- I 
I· I 
I , I 
I LIST ANY DRUM CORPS YOU ARE, OR HAVE BEEN, ASSOCIATED y.'ITH --------~--- I 
•---------------- - -----·------,--.....,--I I LIST MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS YOU HAVE PLAYED ______________ ....;..______ I 
I------------- I 
I Make check or 111one_1• order f"r S/0.00 payable 10 The Company of Fifers & Drummers, Inc. and mail along with I 
I
I this opplicatio11 10: Mrs. Helen Arsenou//, Individual Mrmbtrship Chairman, 269 North Fro111 St. , Ne"' Hoven, 1

1 CT 06513. Tri /103/ 624-4180. l11N11drs s ubs,:ription 10 Ancitm Timts. 
I I 

~---------~---------------------------------------' 


