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Museum Opening, National Muster, Fife and Drum Week 
The long awaited formal opening ancl 

dedication of the "dream that is a reali
ty" - the museum, headquarters and 
music library of The Company of Fifers 
a nd Drummers in Essex, Connecticut 
will take place on Sunday afternoon Ju
ly 12, 1987, signaling t he start of week
long fife and d rum activities in the home 
county of the museum, Middlesex, Con
necticut , and culminating the following 
Saturday, July 18, with the National 
Muster in Deep River. 

A special Ancient Fife and Drum 
Week Committee, coordinated by 
Trustee and Museum Curator Ed Olsen 
and Trustee and Co-Chairman of the 
Ancients Fund , Bill Pace, will begin 
working on plans for the week long 
celebration of the Ancients early next 
month. 

Preliminary plans calls for a formal 
Museum dedication ceremony led by 
Connecticut Governor William A . 
O'Neill , a special friend of fifers and 
drummers, who has been instrumental 
in helping the Ancients secure formal 
support from the state of Connecticut 
in the form of two historical asset grants 
which help make our Jong awaited 
public opening of the Museum a reality. 

As plans progress, all member corps 
and individual members of "The Com
pany" will receive communications
through -The Ancient Times-and the 
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Set For July In Connecticut 

Museum, headquarters and music library building to be dedicated on July 12. 
1987. (Sketch by Butz Allen) 

County a rea to take part in the week
long celebration. Corps wishing to camp 
during the week, prior to the opening or 

lhe Dcviu Field camping area on Friday, 
or wishing to make hotcl/mo1el accom
modat io ns a rc urged to contact a 
member of the DRAM Committee, Ed 
Olsen o r Bill pace. The Middlesex Coun
ty Tourism Commission is cooperating 
with Ancient Fife and Drum Week. Out
of-slate corps wishing to visit will he 
able to perform !heir music any number 
of times. The special Ancienl Fife and 
Drum Weck Commiuee is auempting 10 
secure some arrangements so that com
plimentary meals and/or lodging can be 
arranged in cen ain instances. 

Area Corps Urged to Celebrate 
"The Company" urges a ll Middlesex 

County based Connecticut corps to take 
part in Am, icnl Fife and Drum Weck by 
performing a free concert in their home 
community sometime prior to the Fri
day evening taroo in Deep River o n Ju
ly 17. One of the plans is 10 try to ar
range for hosting out-of-town corps by 
·Middlesex Counly based groups, who 
can presen: a joint musical program 

Sec MUSEUM pag,• 12 

in connection with the 1967 DRAM, the 
first ever National Muster. The late Fox
ee Carlson served as Muster Master at 
that t ime. 

National Deep River Muster 
Deep River Corps President Roger 

Clark, Vice President of "The Com
pany" will coordinate the muster ac
ti vities between the National Muster 
Committee and the Deep River Drum 

Kentish Guards Celebrate 20 Years 
with Reunion and Awards Dinner 

By M. Schoos 

.,,_ e t -•----'dO 1986 completed 20 years since the 

from California, Pennsylvania, New 
York, Connec1icu1 and Massad1use1ts as 
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011 the schedule. "' corps rcorgan1za1,011: 11 wa, a tune 10 

Musters Chairman Mo Schoos and his I b , 
The week of July 13-19 will be of- cc e rate• 

experienced committee members. Roger Twenty yea s h t' h b' d I? ficially designated as "Ancient Fife and · r - w a st e 1g ea . 
said that the Deep River Muster pro- Mattatuck ·1s 219 yeas old th B 1· Drum Week" in Connecticut, with r , e er in gram will be essentially the same as in D C · 200 Id special emphasis on the National rum rops 15 over years o , 
previous years. The DRAM has been us- M d 125 St c k 100 Muster, which this year returns to Deep oo us over , ony ree , , 

River where the first such conclave was ing "The Company system of corps Lancraft almost 100 and many others 
Presentations for the past few years with ca b t f I , h th held 20 years ago. n oas o more ongevuy t an e 
Buzz Allen handling the major share of G a d B t b th' th · · I Then, Governor of Connecticut, John u r s. u remem er ts, e angina 
announcing duties. Kentish G d f'f d d 

Dempsey, issued the first "official state- Preceding the Muster and parade, set bl' h duar s , es an rums were 
ment" for Ancient Fife and Drum Week esta ,s e tn 1774, 212 years ago! The 

Life Membership 
Roll Boosted ·to 12 
As announced in the last issue of The 

Ancient Times, a lifetime Company 
Membership is awarded to individual 
members who have donated one thou
sand dollars or more to The Ancient 
Times Fund. In the winter issue, the 
Times listed the names of the first eight 
oeonle to be awarded life membership. 

Ancients Fund Chairman Buzz Allen 
is happy to report that four more have 
been added to the growing list. They are, 
Leslie and William M. Pace, Chester, 
CT; Lily A. Brown (widow of Wolcot 
S. Brown), Berlin, CT; Donald Lutz, 
Poughkeepsie, NY; and Paul A. 
Munier, Haverhill, MA. 

Life membership includes a lifetime 
free subscription to The Ancient Times. 

Individuals who wish to become life 
members may contact Buzz Allen at 6 
Harvey Drive, Old Saybrook, CT 06475. 
Tel. 203-399-7225. 

CORRECTION 
The winter issue was incor
rectly listed as Vol. XII, No. 
3". We regret any confusion 
caused by this error. 

for Saturday at noon, there will be a Fri- Corps is not in the hot-bed of fifing and 
day evening tatoo which will be super- drumming and until about five years 
vised by the Deep River Jr. Drum ago, every member of the corps joined 
Corps. The tatoo will begin at about without any fife and drum corps ex-
7:30 in the evening and be followed by perience. Seve(al attempts by other 
a jollification on Devitt Field. groups in the area to form a corps had 

Come VisU For A Week 
Member corps of "The Company" 

are encouraged to visit the Middlesex 

DRAM to Host 
National Muster 

The Deep River Drum Corps has been 
selected to be host of the 1987 National 
Muster to be held on Saturday, July 18. 

Roger Clark, President of the Deep 
River corps assures us that the problems 
encountered last year have been resolv
ed and his commit1ee is working closely 
with the Company Musters Committee, 
the police and the town officials to 
assure that the participants are welcome. 

The muster will conclude the activities 
of Fife and Drum Week in Connecticut 
which will start with the dedication of 
our Museum on the previous Sunday. 

One of the features of the muster will 
be the fielding of a "Company Corps," 
made up of two members from each 
corps present, a feature that received 
much applause when it was presented 
for the first time at the National Muster 
in Camden, N.Y. two years ago. All 
participants in the National Muster will 
receive detailed instructions about the 
formation of "The Company Corps" 
before the muster date and will be ask
ed to provide musicians for the corps. 

met with failure ... getting established, in 
itself, was a major accomplishment, to 

Corps and Alumni smile for the camera. 

keep it going and improving is even 
more significant. 

Everyone who had ever marched with 
the corps that could be located, and 
their ladies, were invited to be the guests 
of the corps at its Annual Awards Din
ner, held this year on January 3, at 
Evelyn's Villa- prime rib, soup, salad, 
dessert, a birthday cake, wine, souvenir 
table favors, flowers for the ladies-a 
truly fine affair. On display was a scrap 
book with newspaper accounts of the 
corp's 20 years and a montage of 
photographs covering the 20 years. 

Members of the alumni were present 

wdl a, Rhode 1, la nd. 
President Fra nk Orsini and Colonel 

Elmer Hall Palmer and their ladies were 
guests , representing The Company o f 
Fifers and Drummers and The Kentish 
Guards, Rhode Island Militia. Also at
tending, as guests, were members of the 
Militia Company who had, in the past, 
supported the corps by pro viding color 
details , in all, 96 people enjoyed the 
dinner. 

The Annual Awards for " Co rpsman 
of the Year," a gold medal for first 
place and a silver medal for second 
place, were awarded for the second year 
in a ro w to Fifer Therman Silks, gold, 
and Fife Sgt. Richard Sheryka, silver. 
The medal is given each year to the men 
who have earned the mos t points for at
tendance at parades, rehearsals and 

(Photo by Steve Greene) 

recruitment efforts. 
A new "Service Medal" awarded to 

members who participate in at least half 
of the corp's performances each year 
was presented to the present members 
of the corps, retroactive to the year that 
they first qualified. 

Recipients of the medal are: Mo 
Schoos, 20 years; Richard Sheryka, 13 
years; David Dickerson, 11 years; Mar
ty Bryan and Jim Enos, 9 years; John 
O'Neill and David Goldman, 8 years; 
Mark Bachand, 7 years; Chris Silks and 
Steve Squizzero, 6 years; Jack Hannon, 

See DINNER p~ 12 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Oear Sirs, 

St. Lucy School 
12 Amity Place 

Newark, N.J. 07104 

I read your suggestion in The Ancient 
Times on page 10 of the WINTER, 1986 
issue. Please, would you be so kind as 
10 address and forward the enclosed to 
Mr. Evans? 

I enjoy the newspaper very much. The 
only thing that bothers me when I read 
it is the fact that we don't have our 
Corps act ive. Thanks so much for put
ting the picture and caption in it for peo
ple like us . 

A blessed Chris tmas to you and 
yours! 

Editor: 

Prayerflly, 

Sister Francis Marie 
C.S.J.B. 

33 Glenwood Drive 
Windsor, CT 06095 

We just read the anicle in the latest 
issue of "Ancient Times" concerning 
the Westbrook Muster. The writer was 
most gracious in his comments concer
ning the Old Guard. The bass drummer 
that he referred to was David Noell. 
David has been in corps since the begin
ning of the Sgt. Daniel Bissell Ancient 
Junior Fife and Drum Corps in Wind
sor, Connecticut. He was also a member 
of the Pon land Junior Ancicn1s in rhc 

chestra when he was in high school and 
decided co join the Old Guard when he 
finished college. 

David was delighted co gel such a 
good review for his playing at the 
muster . Many thanks for rhe kind 
words. It is nice to know that your ef
forrs arc not iced and appreciated. 

Dear Editor: 

Sincerely yours, 

Belly T. Noell 

45 Lake Warren Drive 
Littleton, MA 01460 

Thank you for printing my article per
taining to the 1782 British version of 
"Yankee Doodle." It was gratifying 
that you considered the article in
teresting enough to publish. 

It occurred to me after viewing the ar
ticle that , the last (8) bars of the tune 
were missing. 

In the interest of preserving and 
perpetuating a unique piece of music so 
dear to our hearts, and so richly em
broidered into the fabric of our heritage, 
I hope you will find a small space in one 
of the future issues of our fine 
newspaper in which to publish the tune 
in its entirety. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Albert R. Gregory 

Editor's Note: Sorry we goofed, com
plete tune is on Page JO. 

39425 Della Rosa 
Sterling Heights, Ml 48078 

Dear Editor: 
Enclosed please find the new roster of 

1st Michigan members who will be 
receiving The Ancient Times. We have 
been able to afford to purchase a 
subscription for each of our performing 

I 183 Columbus Circle 
Janesvile, WI 53545 

Dear Editor: 
Please put me down for three years 

worth of The Ancient TimP.<. I love fifes 
and drums and all that goes with it. 
Your paper helps me see (way out in the 
midwest) all parts of fife and drum ac
tivities. Keep up the good work. 

Keep drumming, 

Eric Goelzer 
P .S.-ls there any way that you can in
form people of fife and drum recon;ls on 
sale from other corps on the eastern 
seaboard and New England? 
Ed. Nore: Advertising space is available 
for corps who wish to publicise their 
records. 

491 Main St. 
Watertown, MA 02172 

Dear Ancient Times: 
I am a fifer in (MCV) Middlesex 

County Volunteers of Concord Mass . 
which is also the Third Platoon to the 
Mass.Ceremonial Unit. 

We have not been seen too much 
around the muster circuit due to other 
engagements, but I'm sure I'm not the 
only MCV member that misses some of 
our friends and events. 

The Ancient Times is a way for me to 
know how everyone is doing so please 
renew my subscription for three more 
years. 

In the Spirit 

Marla Bickle 

8016 Troost St 
St. l.oulN, MO 



fo, Advonislng, contact. Dodie McG,ath. 
Direct orher business to Mo Schoos. 

$1.25 per copy; $4.00 per year 
$7.00 two years; $9.00 three years 

OVERSEAS RATES 
$8.00 per year; $15.00 two years 

521.00 three years. 

la1e '?O's and early 'SO's when Portland 
was one·of 1he lop Junior Corps in the 
state competitions. 

David has been a drum student of Jim 
Clark and majored in Music Education 
and Percussion at the Hartt School of 
Music. He was first chair All-State Or-

members for some years now, and find 
that it is a benefit to our Corps. 

Since joining The Company, we as 
Corps members have had many oppor
tunities to meet and make new friends. 
The Ancient Times is one way to learn 
about other Corps, other people, and 
other places. The quality of the publica-
tion continues to gel better. We as a 

I 
Corps wish all the Company members 

ED IT ORIAL would be able to get a subscription for 
· each of their members. It is yet another 

'-============================= way of keeping that unique "Ancient" ~ sound , and thought process alive, 

It's Election Time again ... 
In April, 1he members of The Com

pany of Fifers and Drummers will elec1 
the people 1ha1 1hey want to be the of
ficers of The Company for 1he next two 
years. 

"Meet The Candidat(•s" on page four 
of this issue, is presented from the in
formation provi(kd lO us by 1he 
nominating committee. 

7he Ancient Times went 10 press 
bd°ore the February meeting of The 
Company, so, unfortunately, any can
didate that may have been nominated 
from the floor at that meeting does not 
appear in the Times, but their names will 
appear on the official ballot. Full con
sideration should be given to all the can
didates whose name appears on 1he 
ballot. 

are positions to fill, and any nomi~a-
1ions accepted at the February meeting 
will mean that your selection of can
didates wi II have to be evaluated 
carefully. 

When you cast your vote, think 
seriously about who you are selec
ting .. . Does your candidate have a real 
concern for drum corps and The Com
pany? .. . Will your candidate au end the 
Executive Committee Meetings and par
ticipate in planning and discussions? ... Is 
your candidate a worker, or just a 
talker? 

With our new museum and head
quarters building, we have reached a 
new plateau, one which presents new 
problems, decisions and responsibilities 
that we did not have to concern 
ourselves with five or ten years ago. Our 
leadership is important! 

through communication. 

In the Ancient Spirit, 

Mark Logsdon 

1146 Old Clinton Road 
Westboork, CT 06495 

Editor: 
Can you ask if anyone knows where 

we can have tailcoats like ours, 
(Westbook Drum Corps), made? 

We need new ones and have been 
unable 10 find a company to make them. 
Any help would be appreciated. 

Dodie McGrath 

14 Ladd Road 
Ellington, CT 06029 

Dear Mo and Staff: 
The paper is lookin' good-please 

renew my subscription for 6 years. 

Thanks, 

Bill Alexander 

Dear Sir: 
Please renew my subscription, and I' 

invite all my rudimental drummer 
friends to try my newest composition
" Streaker," dedicated to Bobby 
Thompson. 

It's one of three solos for Rudimen
tal Snare Drum published by Studio 4 
Productions and distributed by Alfred 
Publishing Company. . 

Enjoy-and I look forward to 
another year with The Ancient Times .. 

Thank You. 

Art Cappio 

Quiz Corner 
1. Who was the last person to hold the 

post of executive Committee Chairman, 
now the responsibility of the President? 
What corps did that person belong to? 

2. Who was the first corps to be voted 
in as "SPECIAL MEMBERS" of The 
Company of Fifers and Drummers? 

3. Why was this distinction made? 
4. John "Buster" Frey was Drum 

Major of the Germantown Ancients. He 
was also the first Administrative Officer 
of The Company of Fifers and Drum
mers to die in office. What office did he 
hold at the time of his death and what 
other position had he held in The 
Company? 

5. Who succeeded Buster as Chair
man of the Executive Committee and 
how long did he serve in this capacity? 

•ANSWERS ON PAGE 12 One thing about elections, too often 
the process becomes a popularity con
test and many times, good, qualified, 
candidates, who could really help the 
organization, are by-passed in favor of 
a very popular candidate who might be 
a great person, but whose only contribu
tion during that person's term of office 
will be to fill a seal at the Executive 
Committee meetings. 

Elections are always exciting, this is 
when you, as a member in good stan
ding, have an opportunity to select your 
leaders for 1he next two years. To pass 
up that opportunity by not returning 
your ballot indicates a lack of concern 
about your corps and The Company. 
Voting is a privilege, hopefully, all 
qualified vo1ing members will exercise 
their privilege and exercise it wisely. 

27 Corps From 7 States Represented at Mtg. 

The Nominating Committee's pro
posed slate has more names than there 

From time to time we hear remarks 
that corps do not take the time to attend 
Company meetings. This was proven 
wrong at the November meeting when 
The Ancient Times took note of just 
who was represented. 

It was pleasing 10 learn 1ha1 27 corps, 

from 7 states, were present: 16 from 
Connecticut; 6 from New York; and one 
each from Rhode Island, New Jersey. 
Virginia, Massachusetts and 
Switzerland. Nol a bad score when you 
consider the geographic spread of our 
membership. 
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Dr. David W. Williams 68 
Life Member 

The Company of Fifers 
and Drummers 

Sept. 25, 1986 

Dr. David W. Williams 
Dr. David W. Williams was born in 

Changsa, China and had lived in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. He moved 
LU East Orleans on the Cape two years 
ago. 
. He was a graduate of Philips 
Academy, Andover, and in 1939 from 
Yale University. He received his medical 
degree from Harvard Medical School in 
1943. 

He is survived by his widow, Emily 
(Young) Williams, two sons, a daughter, 
a sister and four grandchildren. 

Although Dr. Williams was not a 
member of any rife and drum corps, he 
was a rife and drum corps enthusiast 
and SUPPOrter 

The Ancient Times 

You Don't Need To Wear A Uniform 
to be "Drum Corps" 

By Ron Chambers 

I met Dave Williams many years aeo 
through the Pewter Collector's Club of 
America and instantly liked him. It was 
some t ime before I knew that we were 
both connected with Ancient Fife & 
Drum, he as a buff and supporter. He 
walked up to me at the DRAM a few 
years ago and couldn't believe it was me 
in uniform. He had been a long time 
buff and an individual member of the 
Company. He would have been very 
proud 10 find out he was made a lifetime 
member as a result of his very generous 

support of the Company Building Fund, 
but he passed away before the Ancient 
Times reported this. He was a quiet man 
who told me, when I thanked him for 
his support of the Company, that this 
was his way of thanking the Ancients for 
the years of enjoyment he had from Fife 
& Drum. I knew him as Dave and again 
it was some time before I found out he 
was Doctor Williams, a prominent 
Springfield, Mass. physician. He 
descended from one of the early Families 
of Connecticut whose ancestors fought 
in the Revolutio nary War. 

A Remembrance of Laura Koniuto 
By Lisa Sommer 

This past summer's days have been 
the rainiest of any I can recall. And 
now, it a lmost seems as though the 
heavens were weeping in sad anticipa
tion of the loss of a dear friend. On the 
Monday, Oct. 20, we all gathered in 
remembrance of Laura, the sun shined 
more brilliant ly than it had all summer 
and embraced the day with a most com
forting warmth. 1 believe the day was 

wait for hours to go on stand. It keeps 
the muster moving and the program 
from dragging. An audience is more 
likely to be around at the end of the 
muster, which means that those corps 
going on stand at the tail-end can have 
an audience co perform for. If you add 
up the average time that each corps uses 
from the time they step off to when the 
last person leaves the field, you will 
begi,n to get the picture. 

As to any confusion that the Com
pan;v s tand causes most corps seem to 

God's way of expressing His pride in 
Laura and perhaps symbolic of the 
warmth that was expressed in her accep
tance o f people. She a lways brought 
with her a smile and chose to see the 
good in everything rather than 1he bad. 
Though many of us will miss Laura, if 
we remember her enthusiasm, her love 
of good times spent with friends, and 
her warm acceptance o f 01hers, she will 
continue to be with us in our h~· ·ts. 
And her smile will always return t, ,1s. 

Members Contribute 
Items For Building 

By Scott Greenstreet 
Readers of The Ancient Times, and 

those who attend Company Meetings 
and other fu nctions bave noticed 
through 1986 the upsurge in donations 
from many quarlers of valuable, ir
replaceable or historically significant 
items to the Compan;·'s Museum and 
Archives. All have been welcomed and 
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A Thoughtful Remembrance ... 

Memorial Donations 
During the past two years, several 
memorial donations have been made 
to The Ancients Fund when a 
member of our extended Fife and 
Drum Family passes away. The most 
recent donation came from the An
cient Mariners in memory of Scotty 
Greenstreet's mother, who died 
recently. All such donations are 
gratefully acknowledged to members 
of the individual's family. Make 
checks payable to: The Ancients 
Fund, P.O. Box 318, Westbrook, CT 
06498. 

dishwasher, stainless steel sink and a 
complete set of base cabinets and wall 
cabinets. 

The Building Committee thanks all 
for their generosity. Al l the contribu
tions go a long way to real izing the 
dream that many different individuals 
and corps have worked so hard for
The Company J leadquarters and 
Museum. 

The Building Committee is st ill accep
ting donations of di fferent items. Con
tact Buzz Allen o r Don Young tO find 
out what is still needed. The Bui lding 
Committee a lso adds that they are plan
ning a gala house-warming party 
as soon as installation of the cabinets 
and shelves is completed. Information 
and addit ional details will be forthcom
ing as soon as they are finalized. 



I le was among the first eight 10 be 
awarded Life Membership in T he Com
pany of Fifers a nd Drummers as an in
dividual Patron of T he Ancients Fund . 

QUESTION : Why is the double stand 
and Company stand system used at 
some musters? 

I think ii is too confusing to do any 
good , and some corps will go o n sta nd 
to their own music a nyhow. 

ANSWER: The vast major ity of drum 
crops musters that we go to around the 
country today employ the single stand 
system simply because there is no need 
to go to the double stand or Company 
stand systems. In most cases, the 
number of corps at any given muster are 
not so many that each unit cannot play 
on and off stand to their own music. 

To my knowledge, the double stand 
system where the corps march on silent
ly, to the music of the preceding corps 
while they are playing their stand piece 
and then after completing their stand 
piece, the first corps marches off, silent
ly, Lo the music of the corps following, 
has not been used for quite a few years. 
The Company stand system where a 
corps marches on, silent ly, to the exiting 
music of the corps ahead of them, plays 
their stand piece, and then play them
selves off, was developed to eliminate 
some of the problems that double stand
ing caused. At those musters that have 
largve numbers of corps present, I'll use 
40 units and up, the Company stand is 
sometimes used to help keep the muster 
program from going for an extremely 
long length of time. This helps with a 
number of things. Corps do not have to 

puny s an causes, most corps seem to 
do well once they are eXJ)oscd to it a few 
times. It does help to have a drum ma
jor who is comfortable going on using 
the Company stand and to have so
meone stationed at the entry chute who 
is thoroughly familiar with the system 
and can help smooth out any problems. 

Concerning your comment that some 
corps will go on stand to their own 
music regardless, your point is wel! 
taken. 

If you have something that is puzz/. 
ing you abour our hobby, send your 
question to: The Answer Man, clo The 
Ancient Times, P.O. Box 318, 
Westbrook, CT 06498. 

Ancient Fund Update 
Essex Women's Club 

Donates $2,700 
Recent news stories in the local 

press att racted the interest of 
·members of the ESSEX WOMEN'S 
CLUB who asked for, and received, 
a brief tour of the Museum. 

Buzz Allen, Ancients Fund Chair
man, followed this by a visit of his 
own to a Women's Club Meeting 
where he gave a talk on the purpose 
of The Company and the Museum
the result, we happily report, a dona
tion of $2,700.00 to purchase three 
display cases for the main exhibition 
area of the Museum. 

Capt. James Buxton's Ben Emerick in 
a peaceful momenl at the Westbook 
Muster. (Photo by Phil Truitt) 

gratefully accepted by-Company Arch-
ivist Ed Olsen. · 

What many 'may, n~L-ha~e noticed is 
the number of drum· corps and drum 
corps members w·ho· .. liav~- quie tly 
stepped forward to equip ihe· Company 
Building with the materials and items 
needed to make the build ing a fully 
functioni ng Headquaqers and Museum. 
In many cases, the items inv0lved entail 
substantial expense-things th.at were 
needed but, because of the co~, would 
have to be put off until a m ch later 
date. In the meantime, these in ividuals 
and corps selnessly stepped forward to 
contribute the much needed items. 

The Building Committee would like 
to gratefully acknowledge the following 
individuals and corps: Chesler •'DC, 
new electric stove and a stainless steel 
sink; Alice Barto, guest book; Ken 
Lemley, guest book stand; Mo Shoos, 
large mirrors for both ladies and men's 
room and an American Flag for the flag 
pole. Bill Stewart contributed a great 
many folding chairs. Buzz Allen's 
mother Lo uise Allen donated a kitchen 
blender. Debbie Dutka contributed new 
large and small coffee makers. The out
door sign put up last fall was the result 
of three people's cooperation: Pal 
Cooperman donated the sign, Bo b Riley 
designed the wood frame and Jody 
Clark followed up with professional 
painting and leuering to fin ish the 
project. 

Barbara Young contributed both 
linoleum floor covering and wallpaper. 
Ed Classey came in with a living room 
set and a brass coat rack. J im Ligouri 
contributed a T. V. set and donated and 
installed a new stale of the art sec urity 
system. Believe it or not, Bill Pace d id 
not contribute the public address system 
- that was Jack Kowal's gift to the 
Company. Mr. Pace donated the stereo 
system. 

Bill Gedney has perhaps been the 
most generous to date. Over the fall and 
winter, Bill has come over to the 
building with a typewriter and a marble 
top vanity. Bill has contributed for the 
main kitchen, a stove with hood, 

Alice Barto and Ken Lemley with their 
recent gifts to lhe Building . (Photo by 
Buiz Alle n) 

·· interpreters Needed 
Occasionally, The Company receives 

communications from a foreign coun
try, written in that· country's language. 

We have in our possession now, a 20 
page magazine p rinted in German call
ed "Das Spiclmannswcsen." In it there 
is_ an article entitled, in English, "The 
Fifers and Drummers in the U.S.A." 
Except for the title, the article is in Ger
man but fami liar names appear 
throughout the story, among them are 
::surgu~dy Hill Fife and Drum Corps," 

Colonial Saybrook Fife and Drum 
Corps," "Colonial Saybrook Fife and 
Drum Corps," 'The Deep River Jr. An
cients" and the "Germanto wn Ancient 
Fifes and Drums." George Carrol is 
mentioned as well as Bill Pace. There is 
also an article about "The O ld G uard 
Fife and Drum Crops" a nd one a bout 
1hc " Field Mus ic , U .S . Military 
Academy Band, (The Hellcats)." 

In the bibliography, The Ancient 
Times, Vol. Ill, No. 2 and several 
publications famil iar to fifers and drum
mers are mentioned. We suspect that 
there is interesting reading here so how 
about an interpreter? 

Readers with a knowledge of any 
foreign language that want to be 
registered as an inte rpreter for The 
Company should send their name, ad
dress a nd telephone number to: The An
cient Times, Box 318, Westbrook, CT 
~498. Please note what language you 
mterpret. 
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* MEET THE CANDIDATES* 
**********************************Administrative Officers********************************* 

President: Frank Orsini, 49, Prod. 
Cont. Consu ltant, N. J . Col. 
Milit ia, CFO Exec. Comm. 4 years, 
CFO President 2 years. 

1s t Vice Preside nt: Roger Clark, 
37, Truck Driver, President Deep 
River Drum Corps 4 years, CFO 
Vice pre.sident 2 years. 

2nd Vke President: Ernest Kiburis, 
49, UPS employee (Inside), Direc
tor, Yankee Tunesmit hs, CFO Ex
ec. Comm. 2 years. 

Secretary: Anne O'Mally, 34, 
Newspaper Ediwr, Prince Wynn 
F DC Director, Member Bethpage 
Colonials, CDF Acting Secretary, 
I year. 

T reas urer: Clark Wilbor, Accoun
tant, Nayaug FDC, CFO 
Treasurer, 14 years. 

************************ Executi ve Committee - Ten to be Elected .*********-'******* ******** 

Eldrick Arsenault, 63, Steel Rule 
Die Maker, Lancraft, FOC, CFO 
President, 4 years; CFO Exec. 
Comm., 16 years; CFDA Exec. 
a 

Ed Cassey: 66, Woodworker, An• 
cient Mar iners, CFO Exec. 
Comm., 8 years; CFD Building 
Comm. 

Debbie Dutka: 31, Computer Dept. 
Mgr., Sec. Chester Drum Corps, 
CFO Exec. Comm., 2 years. 

Ann Feder: Patowmack Ancients 
Business Manager. 

Ari (Doc) Ferran.le: 63, Dentist. 
N.J . Field Music CFO Exec. 
Comm., 19 years; CFO Music 
Comm., 17 years; CFO C'onstil\1 



John Hetzel: Nathan Hale FDC. 

Kathy Posekel: 28, Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield of Greater N. Y. 
New York Ancients FDC, Delegate 
to CFO 7 years. 

No Photo 
Received 

Geri (Arnow) Iliff: Milford 
Volunteers FDC. 

Bill Ryan: Conn. Colonial FDC. 

No Photo 
Received 

Christ Jones: Stony Creek FDC. 

Don Young: 59, Machinist, CFO 
Exec. Comm. 2 years; CFO 
Building Comm., CFO Building 
Mgr. 

Russ Kirby: 56, Systems Analyst, 
Sudbury Fyfe & Drum Co., CFO 
Exec. Comm., 16 years; CFO 
Reorganization Comm. 

\ 

oy:cwww commntee. 

Delores "Dodie" McGrath: 54, 
Sales Supervisor, Sec. Westbrook 
Drum Corps, CFO Exec. Comm., 
4 years; Adver. Mgr. Ancient 
Times. 

This is the best information provid
ed at press time. It does not include 
any candidates that may appear on 
the ballot through being nominated 
from the floor at the February 
meeting. 

******************************************************************************************** 

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC. 
PRESENTS 

AUTHENTIC 
Fife and Drum Corps Hats 

For the finest quality headwear 
you can buy. Call or write 

(201) 371-9100 
1439 Springfield Ave., I rvington, N.J. 071 l l 

~lEJ~~~(gJ~ 
PRINTING AND OFFICE SUPPLIES 

158 Main Street - Deep River, Connecticut 06417 

OWNED & OPERATED BY MARGARET & FLOYD DEMPSEY 

526-3503 526-4937 
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Parmelee , ,_---------. 
of Durham~ (203) 349-8233 

SILK SCREENED SHIRTS 
(Popular fife and drum shins previously only available through Leo Brennan 

can now be ordered direct from designer.) 

Fife or Orum- silver w1tl1 navy d~sign, um with brown design. and maroon 
with white design 

Hands on instrumen~~ - silver wit h navy design 
Tall Ship- navy with white design. or gray with navy design 

T-Shin- $7.00 Adult (S.M.L.XLJ S6.SO Youth t6-8, 10·12. 14-161 
Sweatshirt -- $14.00 Adult (S,M,L,XLI $16.00 AdulHXXLI 

Add $1.50 shipping & handling for one shin $1.00 each additional shin 
Send order (remember to specify shirt size, color) and check 10: 

Parmelee of Dwham- Creamery Road, Dwtiam, CT. 06422 

From the Registrar-Dave Boddie 
By the time that you read this, all 

Member corps, Individual and Institu
tional Members should have received the 
1987 Company of Fifers and Drummers 
Roster. Member corps and Institutional 
Members should have also received the 
1987 Dues Notices. If these items have 
not yet reached you or your corps, it is 
suggested that you contact the Registrar 
and make sure 1 hat he has your corrccr 
mailing adress. 

FORTY FOUR MEMBER CORPS 
HA VE NOT RETURNED T HE QUES
T10NN Al RC! SENT OUT LAST 
FALL. If your corps is among Lhem, we 
ask that you get the requested informa
tion to us as soon as possible. It is im
portant that we get it. Additional ques
tionnaires may be procured from the 
Registrar if needed. 

Corps wishing to make changes to 
their roster listing should get the infor
mation to the Registrar, in writing, as 
soon as possible. ALL ROSTER 
CHANGES WILL APP EAR IN THE 
ANCIENT TIMES. 

We are tr in to work out an ar an e 

ment whereby the minutes of the 
General Meetings will appear in The An
cienl Times. The problem to be resolv
ed is the timing of the publication of the 
Times so that the minutes will be receiv
ed before the next meeting. This will not 
only save a lot of time and work, it will 
save considerable costs in printing and 
mailing to 117 member corps and a 
growing list of Individual Members, 
now about 200. Also, in th is manner, 
more people will be informed on what 
is going on at Business Meetings. Ex
ecutive Commi11ee and other commiuee 
meetings will not be published. 

A lso appearing in the Times, to 
reduce costs, will be reminders of the 
dates and times of all Company General 
Business Meetings, which are schedul
ed for the THIRD SA TU RDA Y OF 
FEBRUARY, APRIL, SEPTEMBER 
AND NOVEMBER. We suggest that 
you put these dates for 1987 on your 
calendar, NOW-April 18, September 
19, and November 21 as this office will 
send no 01her notices. All meetings are 
schcdul d t 

FOR SALE 
1966 Urum Corps Uus, Silver & Blue, excellent running condition. New front 
end and tires-gets very good gas mileage. 

Asking $ 1000.00 or best offer 
also 

Leather fi fe cases, Bass drum, ~mall snare drum, sling~. Bi-corn hats, black 
with white t rim, like new, black capes, approx. 6 or 7 dress coats and 
miscellaneous items. 

Nancy Paradysz, Box 109, Huntington, MA 0 1050 
Tel. (413) 862-4043, anytime 

completion. 
Mr. Sarcia commented that the work 

at the Company Building "was a great 
exper ience for 1he students" . Mr. Sar
cia also ment ioned that the class does 
not get many chances for indoor work 
during the winter season. Executive 
Commiuee Member Buzz Allen stated 
that he was very impressed with 1he 
quali1y and professionalism of the work 
done and that the class was very efficient 
and organized. 

During the first week of February, 
13uzz Allen also presented Mr. Sarcia 
and all the members or his class with 
Company hats donated by Bob Par
malee as a token of The Company's ap
preciation for a j ob well done. You may 
sec the fruits o f their labor at the up
coming General Meeting of The 
Company. 

Buster Frey's 
Espontoon Missing 
The Buster Frey Memorial Espontoon 

has been missing for several months and 
repeated searches of the headquarters 
building have failed 10 recover it. 

There had been some talk of having 
a duplicare made for 1,,e at musters and 
thereby enabling the original to be kept 
safely in our museum. Th~ espontoon 

Recent Review 
Regretfully Requires 

Raised Rates 
The Ancielll Ti,•1es regret, that it has 

lost the balllc against inna1ion. 
Since the last price increase in 1981 , 

we have tried to keep co~t, down and at 
the same time improve the quality of 
Tire A11cie111 limes. We think that we 
have been su'-cssfu l, but unfon,rnatc · 
ly, postage ha, increased by 112%, or 
mai ling permit has gone up 20010 and 
printing has increased by 48°'o. The 
printing increase is caused, 111 pan, by 
increasing the number of pages from 8 
10 12 but the combination of all the in
creases has no" placed the Times in the 
1 ell each issue. 

Starting June I, 1987, with Vol X IV, 
No. I Summer hsuc, the rnbscription 
rate, "ill be a, follO\": 

Smglc copy ......................... $1.50 
I Year (4 iss11cs) ................. . $5.00 
2 Years (8 issucs) ................. $9.00 
3 Years (12 issues) .............. $13.00 

Group subscript ions of IO or more 
will receive a I 0<r/o discount. This will 
help the corp, who ,ub,cribc all their 

I, 
! 
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Vinyl Tech Class Assists Company 
By Scott Greenstreet 

Sometimes ideas of the mind 
materialize into actuality and in turn 
produce.benefits beyond all expectations 
to those involved. 

Such was the case in late November 
and early December of 1986. As most 
of us have, or will find out, building 
renovation in the t 980's is not cheap. 

Faced with a great deal of detail work 
that had to be completed, but without 
the means to be extravagant, the Com
pany Building Committee turned to an 
idea put forth by Executive Commillee 
Member Don Young. 

Don proposed asking the instructor of 
the carpentry class at the Vinyl Voca
tional School, part of the Regional 
Vocational Technical School on Mid 
d lesex Turnpike in Centerbrook, Con
necticut if his class would like to take 
on the project as part of the practical ex
perience portion of their class. 

The class instructor, Mr. Sari Sarcia 
enthusiastically agreed and started work 
just after January I, 1987. As The Com-

pany is a non-profit organization, there 
was no charge for the work performed 
by the class from Vinyl Tech. The only 
expense incurred by The Company was 
for the materials used by the students in 
their work. 

Under the direction of Mr. Sarcia, the 
Vinyl Tech crew installed window cas
ings and trim on eight windows in the 
main hall and five windows in the 

upstairs lobby, kitchen and restrooms. 
They have completely rebuilt the front 
of the stage in the main hall, including 
the doors accessing the storage area 
under the stage. The class la id and 
finished off new flooring in the upstairs 
loft. The students also completed install
ing baseboard in the main hall, 
vestibule, restrooms and have hung 
doors throughout the building. 

That and much more work done by 
the Vinyl Tech students has helped 
greatly to bring the renovation of The 
Company Headquarters/Museum to 

The carpentry class from Vinyl Tech and their instructor, Mr. Sari Sarcia, sta n
ding at extreme right, wearing their new Company caps. (Photo by Buzz Allen) 

he was Drum Major of the Germane own Advertising rates will increase ro 
Ancients. $5.00 per column inch with a 20% dis-

Buster was the first Chairman of the counr ro those who pre-pay and avoid 
Musters Commiuec and his espontoon being billed. 
was given to The Company of Fifers and The increase in subscription prices 
Drummers in his memory. docs not affect overseas subscribers 

Anyone who has information about whose rates were adjusted in 1985. 
the possible location of the espontoon Dues paying members of The Com-
should contact Musters Chairman Mo pany of Fifers and Drummers will con-
Schoos, 137 Douglas Road, Warwick, tinue to receive The Ancient Times as a 
R.I. 02886, Tel. AC 401-821-1628. benefit of their membership. 

JC'S DRUM SHOP 
Studio and Store 

510 BELAIR ROAD BAL Tl MORE, MD 2123 

Phone 661-7507 

A place to go for everyting from 
A-Z in percussion 

Air Force Model Stix 
Bass Beaters 
Calfskin Heads 
Drum Sets 
Ears 
Finger Cymbals 
Glockenspiels 
Handcrafted Drumsticks 
Instruction Books 
Jazz 
Kettledrums 
Latin Percussion 
Marimbas 

JOHN CROCKEN 

Nigerian Talking Drums 
One Piece Bass Beaters 
Persimmon Wood 
Quantity Discounts 
Ropes & Repairs 
Strainers 
Tambourines 
Used Drums 
Vibraphones 
Wood Blocks 
Xylophones 
Zildjian Cymbals 

Drums. Xylophones, Marimbas, 
Vibes, Tampani 

Accessories- Sale or Rent 

1: 
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THE SAYBROOK TORCHLIGHT PARADE-They came from Virginia, The Palowmack 
Ancients, they came from New Jersey, the Colonial Musketeers from Hacketstown (top right), 
they came from central New York, The C.A. Palmer Corps from Palmyra, (boltom left) and 
even the ~njured came in wheelchairs, Rae Lavine, Earl Lavine and Jonathan, 2 years old 
from Milford. Rae's broken leg did not stop hor , but it did get· Earl off the Milford Volunteers 
colors. (Photos by Mal Hinckley) 

The original photo of the Willard B. Kummli corps was reduced from SO to 23 by Bill Krug 
and Photocopied. Members are identified as /12, Jim O'Connor, (O'Connors Q.S.), !fl. Charles 
Riley, #3, the late George Rodriguez, //4, the Holler Family from which the late Stan Holler 
of the L.l. Minutemen was the younger son, #5, the Kumm Ii Family and #6, Bill Krug. (Photo 
courtesy Bill Krug). 

Two members of the Forl Henry Guard 
in Kingston , Ontario, Canada, in the 
1867 Infantry Drummers Full Dress 
Uniform. Photo shows unique braiding 
on drummers tunic called "drummers 
lace" and original drumme rs sword. 
(Photo by Ron DaSilva). 



ient Times 

Immersing herself in the job, Maria Vittola is s hown with her trusty roller at 
a recent building ·•p:1inling party."Frank Orsini training for the javelin throw'! 
:\o, Frank knows how to paint ceilings at The Company building with bolh 
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feel on the i,:round. They left all lhe diHicull s1101s for "l)oc" Ferrante who 
I urned 0111 10 be a regular "Rcmbrandl with .i l'our inch brush." (Pholos h y 
Ed Olsen). 



l:olonial Palmer and Mrs. Palmer applaud as fifer Therman 
Silks receives his award for having accumulated the most poinls 
for the second consecutive year at the Kenlish Guards Awards 
Dinner. Frank Orsini addresses the Kentish Guards and ur~cs 

the members of the alumni tu rejoin the corps, with Mo Shoos' 
full approval, at The Corps Awards Dinner. (Pholos by Steve 
Greene) 

Tim Lewis of The Old·Guard took lime out at the Westbrook Muster to 
recognize The Company for its help and support of The Old Guard's Muster 
in 1985. Tim presented President Orsini with a comniemoralive plate, Archivisl 
Ed Olsen with a muster streamer and thanked Musters Committee Chairman 
Mo Schoos and his wife for the help they gave him in selling up and conduc
ting the muster. He is shown here bussing Ellie wf\ile Dollie McGrath looks on. . . .' . 

Scott REDfield, from The Old Guard, who is not to be confused with Scott 
GREENstreet sets up his tent in Montpelier, Vermont. Is this how they do ii 
in "The new Army?" Really, the ground isn't that cold in August! (Pho1o by 
John 0' Amico). 
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Regal® Pipe Band 
Drum Sticks 

A choice of two models made of hard rock maple for 
the weight and feel preferred by Pipe Drummers. 
Model #1 is the Classic shape and design, flaring 
slightly from the neck to the butt end for balance. 
Model #2 also flares from the neck to the butt end, 
with a larger bead and a grooved &rip. 

Cat No. 
771W #1 Classic 
772W #2 Grooved Grip 

PRICE 
$6.95 

~mi::Ei --Hltt!licl 
204 APPLE CREEK LANE 
ROCHESTER, NY 14621 

SOUTHL!ID !ICIEITS 
by Ann M. Feder 

The John Han,on Pa1rio1s of Indian 
Head, MD, have had a full year; 1hey 
have kept busy performing for conven-
1 ion; a1 1he downtown hotels in 
Wi!sh ington, DC. They have also per
formed 1wice a1 Moum Vernon, George 
Washington's historic home on 1he 
bank, of the Po1omac River. In addi
tion, they perfo rmed for 1he Francis 
Sco11 Key Sode1y ;11 their annual gala. 

freshman Education major at 1he 
University of Delaware has been prac-
1icing with 1he Corps while she is in 
Newark. Elect ions were held recen1 ly, 
and new officers are: Chester Barnett, 
President; Howard Glatchell, Vice 
Preside111; Linda Grieten Moss, 
Secretary; John Grie1en, Treasurer; and 
Mary "Boz" Osborne, Director . 

Thi, ra,1 Fall 1hc Nnv /\rk Fife nn<l 

Parmelee • oa, ---------.... 
o f Durham -==:::::::::::: 

HAVE YOUR LOGO SILK SCREENED ON 
• T-Shirts 
• Sweatshirts 

• Tote Bags 
• Jackets 

•Baseball Hats 
• License Plates 

and more 
Embroidery Monograming 

Now until December 31, 1987, for all Orum Corps orders a donation will be 
made in the name of the corps to the Company of Fifers & Drummers Ancient 
Fund. All products First Quality A merican made 

Low Prices • Prompt Service 

Creamery Road, Durham, CT 06422 
(203) 349-8233 

a former Old Guard drummer, was Best 
Man, and ushers Michael S. Flaherty, 
Brian Pentony, Ross L. Andrews, Rod 
Dalby, Phil Fagge and Dane Snyder are 
all in the O ld Guard . Usher Eric Shef
fler is in 1he West Point (N. Y .) Military 
Band. 

Prelude music was provided by 
buglers Steve Eisen, Reese Richardson, 
Doug Moon and George Cranofsky. 

When the couple left 1he Chapel 
through an arch of sabers, they were 
1rea1ed to a tour of Fort Myer in the Ar
my's horse-drawn "marriage carriage." 
They had a "colonia l" honeymoon in 
Williamsburg, Virginia. The festivities 
were attended by members of c.:urp~ 
from Maryland, New Jersey and New 
York. 

Amanda is the daughter of Leo nard 
and Ann Feder of Oakton, Virginia, and 
Anthony is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Hoxworth of Hutchinson, 
Kansas . 

Stony Creek 
1886-1986 
By Lou Lavassa 

The village of Stony Creek, before 
1886, had dirt roads I hat were scraped 
during 1hc month of April afler 1he frost 
had disappeared-din sidewalks were 
mainly smoothed by raking. This was 
done by the properly owners as was the 
removal of snow when the sp irit moved 
one to do so, otherwise rhe ashes from 
wood or coal fires were spread around. 
There were no street lights, kerosene 
lanterns being the main source of light. 
T he town had at least eigh t hotels and 
many boarding houses, two grocery 
stores, a fish market, 1wo ice cream 
parlors, two dry goods stores, a shoe 
repair shop, a barber shop and a bakery. 
At least six quarries and four sma ll 
family quarries were in operation. Of 
course there were blacksmith shops. 

The Shore Line Railway was the main 
source of !ravel. This was a single 1rack 
until ubo 111 1889 whcu 1hc douhl~ 1111rk 
wa, p111 down I ht· I own I hll • ,-a, ,1 



n ta ·1ng to John Parn1er, it was learn
ed 1ha1 John Hanson is planning on 
holding cheir muster 1his year, which is 
scheduled for April 24-26. For many, 
this is the muster that kicks off che 
muster season, and to which we eagerly 
look forward . 

The Patowmack Ancien ts Fife & 
Drum Corps, formerly of Arlington, has 
relocated in Vienna, VA, and is tem
porarily rehearsing in the home of their 
new Director, Brand Niemann . 
Pacowmack made this move to enhance 
their recruiting prospects, and it is 
already beginning 10 have results. At 
their Annual Meeting, Patomack An
cients elected Brand Niemann as Direc
tor, and reelected Ann Feder as Business 
Manager, and Cathy Amburgey as 
Treasurer. Sonja Naylor, who was ap
poin ted to fill a vacancy as Musick 
Master , was elected to a full term in that 
position. Gloria Hurny was clccccd 
Secretary, and Rc,ss Andrews will sen,~ 
as Quanermascer. The Corps gave a 
vote of thanks to James L. Hicks, Jr., 
who served three terms as Director, and 
Oavid Noell, outgoing Quartermaster. 

The Tench Tilghman Fife & Drum 
Corps of Chestertown, MD, has become 
more active lately, and was seen at 
several distant musters this past sum
mer. It is always good to see a Corps 
grow and become more active, par
ticularly in an area where fifing and 
drumming is not well-known. We look 
forward to seeing more of this fine 
Corps as they leave the confines of 
Maryland's Eastern Shore. 

* • * 
Despite persistent rumors, the new 

Ark Fife and Drum Corps of Newark, 
Delaware, has not disbanded. In fact, 
they have signed on five new members 
in this past year, and two of those new 
members have shown enough interest to 
now hold the positions of President and 
Vice President. Additionally, Lisa 
Koniuto of Hanaford's Volunteer 
(Underhill, Vermont), who is now a 

Drum Corps participated in ceremonies 
reenacting the Annapolis Convention, a 
forerunner of the Constitutional Con
vention in Philadelphia. Because 
Delaware was the first state to ratify the 
Constitu tion, the Corps is looking for
ward to participating in many events 
honoring the Constitution Bicentennial 
this year. They are also looking forward 
to warmer weather and marching season 
once again, and hope to see their many 
friends at the John Hanson Patriots' 
muster 

• • • 
Patowmaek Ancients Drum Major 

Sabra Feder Flaherty and husband 
Mike, a drummer in the Old Guard 
FDC , are the proud parents of a IO lb., 
7 oz. boy, Joseph Patrick, born January 
9th. Grandparents Lennie & Ann Feder 
couldn't be prouder! 

• * • 

If your Corps is located South of New 
Jersey, and you have news of elections, 
special events, etc., please send the news 
along to Ann Feder, I 0304 Granite 
Creek Lane, Oak ton, VA 22124. We 
would like to see your Corps' name and 
people in this space. 

Fifer Weds 
Old Guard Bugler 

Amanda Kay Feder, a fifer in the 
Patowmack Ancients FDC since July 
1976, married Anthony Dean Hox
worth, a bugler in The O ld Guard, Oc
tober I Ith at the Fon Myer Post 
Chapel, Arlington, Virginia, with all the 
military "trimmings. ·• Sabra Flaherty, 
Patowmack Ancients Drum Major, was 
her sister's Matron of Honor, and 
Megan Tierney, a former Old Guard 
fifer, flew down from Vermont to be 
maid of honor. Denise Amburgey, a 
fifer with Patowmack Ancients, was one 
of the eight attendants . Mike Hughes, 

--'"[!!!'~- --,,,--.,_, hO o VWh DOCK Wd5 'd 

beehive of activity during the summer 
and it was either rowing out to the; 
islands or taking the ferry boat under 
sail (a steam boat did operate at that 
time). 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony D. Hoxworth 

Beatrice Jackman 
Weds 

Beatrice May Jackman and James 
Floyd Cutherbertson were married on 
December 6 in the Sacred Heart Chapel 
at Marygrove College in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

A reception followed at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall in Royal Oak. 

The new Mrs. Cuthbertson is with 
The Great Lakes Ancients Fife and 
Drum Corps and was formerly with The 
First Michigan Fife and Drum Corps. 

Mi'. & Mrs. Andrew Goss, shown here cut
ting their wedding cake, were married on 
November 8, 1986. Mrs. Goss is the former 
Theresa Ann Czaja of the Moodus Orum 
and Fife Corps and J o hn is with The Deep 
River Orum Corps. 

The Stony Creek Band, with a 
membership of some 20 people, gave 
concerts during the s ummer months. 
The band was also featured at the roller 
polo hockey games played at Seaside 
Hall, presently owned by The Stony. 
Creek Drum Corps and used as their 
headquarters. The hall at this time had · 
only one floor with a balcony for spec
tators and the band iil the front of the 
building. Most of the men in the band 
were quarry workers and with the 
decline of the quarry operations in the 
"Creek," we did lose some very talented 
musicians. 

1886 Stony Creek 
And Its Ingenuity 

The Stony Creek Fife and Drum 
Corps organized and meetings and 
rehearsals were held in a blacksmith 
shop on the Russell property. Many 
"Creekers" were listed among the 
founders . But the principal men were 
Jack Russell and his brother Clinton, Ed 
Bradley, a Mr. Sawyer the drum instruc
tor, and a Frank Bradley, uncle of the 
" Creek" Bradleys. 

Records of the drum corps were lost 
in someone's attic and t.he period from 
1886 to 1900 was researched and retold 
to me by Jack Russell in 1929. If peo
ple would only realize that if they have 
history in their possession they should 
give it to the organization or historical 
society. 

The first and second sets of uniforms 
were grey, band type, uniforms and che 
third set, purchased in I 929, was red. In 
I 935, the corps purchased the long coats 
and in I 952 and I 976, the corps chang
ed to summer uniforms featuring the 
waistcoat. The last two sets were blue, 
buff and red. 

See CREEK pg. 12 
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Sun Shines on Sudbury's 1986 Muster 
By Rob Huffman 

Any musician who has ever played the 
fife or drum in the rain can tell you that 
a sunny day turns a good muster into a 
great muster. Happily, the sunshine and 
mild early autumn weather on 
September 27 helped the Sudbury An
cient Fyfe and Drym Companie to have 
a great muster of fifes and drums this 
year. In comrast to the 1985 muster, 
which never got off the ground due to 
Hurricane Gloria, the 1986 muster was 
a tremendous success. If the 1985 muster 
was Gloria's, then the 1986 muster was 
glorious. 

The Sudbury Invitational Muster is 
held on the last Saturday in September 
of each year, in conjunction with the 
Sudbury Minute and Mi litia Companie's 
Colonial Fair. The Fair and Muster are 
held on the grounds of the Wayside Inn 
in Sudbury, Massachusetts, and include 
many events celebrating colonial New 
England. 

The 18 corps who participated in the 
1986 Su.dbury Muster were Deep River, 
Captain James Buxton, Junior Col
onia ls , Lancraft, Colonia l Navy, 
Moodus, Westbrook, Menotomy, 18th 
Connecticu t Regiment, Marquis of 
Granby, Middlesex County 4H, Kentish 

Guards , Middlesex County Volunteers, 
Sailing Masters, and Commonwealth 
Anciems. The corps marched across the 
st reet from the Wayside Inn to the 
muster field in what was probably the 
shortest parade any will ever enjoy. One 
by one the corps paraded through the 
field, each returning later to perform a 
stand piece. 

Members of the Anc ient Mariners led 
the F-Troop corps that was the last to 
take the stand. F-Troop evolved, 
naturally, into a jam session/jollifica
tion that lasted into the night. 

Among the many craftspeople ex
hibiting (and selling) their crafts was 
Sudbury's fifemaker Russ Kirby, who 
was also the announcer for the muster. 
A signed tacked to Russ' foot-powered 
lathe alluded to the patience needed to 
acquire a Kirby fife. The sign read: 
"Fifes made while you wait (and wait 
and wait)." 

Special thanks go to Dan Moylan, 
Jack Zentis, and Bob Harrison, who put 
together the highly edible spread that fed 
the hungry musicians following their 
performances. 

The 1987 Sudbury Muster will take 
place on Sept.emher 26 (Raincfate: 
September 27). Hope to see you there. 

Plymouth Corps Tours Northeast 
By Jill Lockhart 

For the Plymouth Fife and Drum 
Corps, a muster in the East is definitely 
big time. Our Corps, from P lymouth, 
Michigan, consists of forty-three 
youngsters between the ages of 12 and 
18 We oerfonn aonroximatelv fortv 

ly invited to perform during the even
ing show. We had time for a quick din
ner of pita tacos fixed on camp stoves 
outside the fort and then it was time to 
get into the uniforms and prepare for 
the show. A fter that evening's perfor
mance, our Cor ps had an opportunity 
lo compare notes with the home guard. 

Host corps, The Sudbury Ancient Fife and Drum Companie, takes the sland 
for their stand piece. (Photo by Jill Reurs). 

showers, a swimming pool, and real 
beds. We left Canada and took the 
scenic route through Lake Champlain, 
by way of many narrow bridges, ending 
up in Waterbury, Vermont at the Holi
day Inn. Pizza parties, in the rooms, 
were the finis hing touch before lights 
out to rest up for Saturday's muster in 
Montpelier. 

Saturday we woke up, had a quick 
break fasLhuCfcl aL1hC-Juolcl .and hillld 

problem with a vehicle was the van 
which one of the members rented to 
make the trip more comfortable. This 
van had a c logged fuel injector which 
made his exhaust so bad that he had to 
run back door the whole trip. But, real
ly, who remember those kinds of things? 
We drove through the mountains of 
Vermont and headed for Fort Stanwix 
in Rome, New York. The kids did 
IlUOi hrn.n,•rfocmom~.,_ in ■ , h _r,., • ._.. 



------.,,......,,,.,,.===~=,;,:,;:;)'T"f;:;,.ITT,irf'iii'iiv- ~:-•-,--., --· • . c per arm approx mate Orly we spent th,H rim night, al the fan, 
1i111c u yc111, with II tour ill lhc l:u~t be- either sleeping under the stars or on lhe 
ing the high light of the season. For the stone floor of the fort. Now was when 
majority of us, it was the first time at I envied those with air mattresses. 
a muster. Thursd ay, 7 a .m. came early, but 

P lanning a seven day tr ip for a total there were lots of miles to go and we had 
of 97 people is a monumental task, but to have all of our gear loaded before the 
our wur committee seemed to jump to Fort opened for the tourists. The next 
the challenge. We use a car pool system stop was Fort David M. Stewart in Mon-
for t ransportation, giving us parents a treal. We were in French speaking ter-
chance to see the sights along with the riwry now and that was a scary feeling, 
kids. In this case, it meant a convoy of especially when we got turned a round m 
19 vehicles and one equipment truck. downtown Montreal. The locals were 

Wednesday, we all met at our favorite really giving us sllauge looks when 20 
parking lot at 6:30 in the morning. After vehicles kept going around the block. 
loading the truck with sleeping bags, When we finally found the fort, we were 
luggage, and food; we were on the road pleasantly surprised to find a microwave 
and headed for Canada. Customs was to help prepare our dinner, and wood 
something of a delay, but not for long. floors instead of stone, to sleep on. We 
First stop was Old Fort Henry in ate our dinner in the mess hall and per-
Kingston, Ontario, after a ten hour formed for the flag lowering that even-
drive. Old Fort Henry has its own ing. The rain didn't stop the kids, that 
guard, so in order for our Corps to per- evening, as they went to the LaRonde 
form there, we had to audition first. Amusement Parle We found that the 

That afternoon they showed the Fort only thing that slowed down our 
what they could do and were immediate- youngsters was meeting up with skunk_s 

on the hike back from the park. Lucki

The Cullen 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

135 Church St., Guildord, CT 06437 
William M. Kinnare, President 

Office: 203-4S3-4829 
Home: 203-421-4636 

ly no one got to know the skunks 
intimately. 

Friday was the day we got to play 
tourist with sight-seeing in Montreal. 
The fort arranged guides for us, who 
took us through the subway system to 
the Notre-Dame Basilica, Old Montreal, 
and the Olympic Village. Of course, we 
made sure that we also had time for 
shopping at the mall. We left Montreal 
witli a song in our hearts, knowing that 
our destination was a motel with hot 

brcalilasfb1i'TTcf1irlhc motclaiia hca -
ed for the best parl of the trip. The 
Hanaford's Volunteer's fyfes and 
Drums Muster in Montpelier, Vermont. 
We are used to marching in parades wi1h 
maybe one other corps, so marching 
with so many other corps was a real uni
que experience. There was such a varie
ty of uniforms and techniques to be 
seen. This was the golden opportunity 
for our kids lO compare notes and ideas 
with the others. This was also the first 
time most of them had the opportunity 
to visit the sutlers. They all left there 
with their arms full of pins, buttons, l
shirts, and books of music. The one 
thing our kids found out was that they 
needed to learn more music for the jam 
session after. All those that stayed for 
the jollification came back just raving 
about the fun. I am sure that next year 
we will see all of the kids participating 
in the jollification. 

After Saturday's full day of muster, 
getting up at 5 a .m. Sunday for a 
tailgate break fast was a chore. The big 
bet of the day was if we would all be 
ready to pull out at 6 a.111. We thought 
we had succeeded until a flat tire was 
discovered on one of the convoy. The 
men of the Corps should be working at 
the race track, for I have never seen a 
tire changed faster. This wasn' t the first 
breakdown of the tour and we were all 
becoming seasoned vetera ns . We had 
two lost exhausts, a blown water hose, 
an alternator problem, a nd a check 
engine ligh t, which was drivin~ our 
shade tree mechanics nuts. The worst 
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r 11 1c or an 
then were served a lunch of prairie stew. 
We were also given a private tour of the 
fort. We left there and headed for Vic
tor, New York to spend the night. 

Monday we continued our d rive lO 

Fort Niagara in . Youngstown, New 
York, for one more show. I think it was 
a linle hard for I he kids t.o concentrate 
at this performance because they knew 
that this was the night of dress-up din
ner. We left 1he fort and went 10 St. 
Catherine's in O111ario. Dress-up dinner 
is a Corps tradition. One night of tour, 
we have the opportunity to see everyone 
d ressed in 'their finery, instead of shorts 
and t-shirts . This was the time we all 
join together for a celebratio n and feast. 
This is our way of congratulating the 
kids for the hard work lhey did o n tour. 
After dinner we had a chance to see 
Niagara Falls at night. 

We slept in the next day until 7:30. 
Tuesday was kind of sad since we knew 
we were on our way home. We perform
ed al Fort George in Niagara-on-the
Lake and ran over to the Welland Canal 
for a picnic lunch. There was a little bit 
of time left for day time sight-seeing at 
the falls and then it was t ime to head 
for home. 

Our projected t ime to arrive back in 
P lymouth was 10:00 p.m. 1hat night and 
we had to do some fanout calling to the 
parents and let them know we were run
ning late. When we finally pulled into 
the lot it was a mass reunion with the 
parents and lots of hugs good-bye. By 
the time our tour was over we were a 
fami ly of 97. 

SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 So. Maple St . 
Enfield, CT. 06082 

Barouque and " Irish " Flutes 
Fifes, Flageolettes, Tabor 

Pipes and Tin Whistles 
\Vrite for brcx:hure and/ or antique flute list 
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By lllLLKRUG 

Herc are some of the British Army Historical Records I have chosen for the 
years (1773-1782 that I think Ancient fife and drum corps might be interested in. 
FIRST (OR THE KING'S) REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS GUARDS ... 

In the year 1764, his Majesty thought proper to forbid the use of the brass 
side drums in the Light Cavalry, and in their room to introduce brass trumpets, 
so that each troop has one trumpet, who, when they arc dismounted, form a 
band of music consisting of two French horns, two clarinets and two bassoons, 
and also one fife to a Regiment; but when mounted, the trumpets only sound. 

April 1773 Inspection Return ..... 
Men ride too short. March as well as possible without music ..... 

14th April 1776 Inspection Return ..... 
Officer's uniform quite plain, with laced hats. Cifficer's horses different 
colours. Very good fifers and musicians.Cloathing according 10 regulation, 
white lining. Men have long gaiters and short ones for common duties. 

5th October 1782 Inspection Return ..... 
Trumpeters, mostly fifers. 4 Standards, 1782. Housings 1781. Officers - blue 
lapels with gold laced bu11on holes. 

ROY AL ARTILLERY 
23rd April 1773. Proceedings of the Board of Or<i111a11ce. W.0. 47/81 pp. 
310-311. 

Colonel Pa11ison having laid before the Board a memorandum of the 
Drummers and Fifers caps of the o ld pat1ern already provided viz. 
sixty-eight and having proposed that the 2nd Ba11alion in the Mediterran
ian, and the 4th ordered 10 America may be furnished with the old pattern 
caps. which with their four other Invalid Companies of the 1st and 3d 
Batalion will require fifty-six caps, and having proposed that the twelve 
remaining old pattern caps be set apart for the Drummers of 1hc Invalid 
Companies for the next year; and that the 3d Ba11alion and the !st com
ing to England may have with the present new cloathing, the caps for their 
Drummers and Fifers according to the new pallern approved by the Master 
and Lieutenant-General; and having also signifed 1ha1 the cloathier will 
agree to furnish new pattern caps at the same price as the old ones viz. 
L I .3.6d. The same was approved and ordered accordingly. 

DID YOU KNOW ..... That the "President's March" was played for the first 
time as General Washington crossed the Delaware River to Trenton for his in
auguration ceremonies in New York City? ..... that Stephen foster who com
posed Swanee River, Campcown Races. Ring de Banjo, Oh! Su~annah, Old 
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What Goes Around, Comes Around, or 
History Repeats Itself 

By Ari Ferranle 

At The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers meeting on November 15, 
1986, there was an interesting occur
rence. The subject of preserving 
rudimental drumming was brought up 
from two different sources, but 
separated by I 65 years. 

John Golct of the Mood us Drum and 
Fife Corps of Connecticut had presented 
Company Archivist Ed Olsen with an 
award certificate dated May 15, 1821. 
This ccni ficatc was awarded by 
Hc1ekiah Percival, of Moodus, by 
Samuel G. Wilcox and indicated the suc
cessful playing of 14 drum ru les 
(rudiments) and 22 drum beats needed 
for qualification as an accomplished 
drummer. (The certificate waHhown in 
the Winter I ssuc of The A rrcierrt Times). 

later in the mcc•.ing, Music C0mmit
tce Secretary, Art Fe, rantc, described 
the newly proposed Company program 
fur achievement awards in fifing and 
drumming. So here, on the same da;·. 

after 165 years, rudimental d_rummin~ 
is still being discussed. ·. 

An important point to consider. is, 
"why, after all these years, is drumm
ing still under discussion?" Evidc;l'ltly, 
the need for preservation is of utmost 
importance. There are many books on 

See HISTORY page 12 
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, , ., anyo t csc unes were p aye 
by Ancient fife and drum corps) was born in Lawrenceville, PA., now a part 
of Pittsburgh, on July 4, 1826. It w~s the 50th anniversary of the signing of 
The Declaration of Independence ..... On the very day that Foster was born, there 
was also much sorrow, for you see, John Adams, our second President and 
Thomas Jefferson, our third President died on July 4, 1826 ..... How many 
members are there in The U.S. Army Band, The U.S. Navy Band and The U.S. 
Marine Bal)d? Each organization has "76" members ..... that the Irish Washer
woman was originally written for the harp in Ireland- but who could figure 
that -ii was played in a "very slow ¾ time?" ll's an ancient air and •was once 
known as "Taller the Road" ..... that the world' duration drumming record is 
228 hours, held by: Frans Verbelen of Landergeel, Belgium, who drummed from 
Feb. "28 to March 10, 1975, with 5 mrnute breaks per.hour! (Guinness Book of 
Wbrld Rccord$).· .... that the Providence Journal stated Chat on July 25, 1769, 
the Liberty Tree of Providence, R.l. was dedicated in front of Capt. James 

' Olney's house on Olney Lane, now Olney Street, by "The Sons of Liberty"; 
Among the lower branches, a platform was built from which speeches against 
England's rule of the Colonies were made. The tree was cut down in 1825. 

This "Spirit of '76" was enacted by me.mMrs of The Sons of Liberty FDC., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1955. Today, these same three ex-members range and en
compass from coast to coa~t drummers Bobby Thompson, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Les Parks, Florida and fiftr Al Keicher, California. 
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Fifing and Drumming in Idaho 
By Will Welling 

As an t1lsterner I had always ta ken 
fifing and drumming for granted. But 
having recently lived in Boise, Idaho for 
four years, l realize how special our fife 
and drum corps are. l grew up in 
Simsbury, Connecticut, and the 
Warehouse Point Fife and Drum Corps 
regularly marched in the Memorial Day 
parade. Every parade I ever witnessed 
in Connecticut had at least one fife and 
drum corps in it. I found that out West 
in Idaho not only are there no fife and 
drum corps, but there is very little mar
ching done in parades. l'vlusicians ride 
on trucks and trailers. Whole school 
bands ride on goose neck trailers in the 
plume of black diesel exhaust. Their 
parents participate in parades as 
members of the "Camero Owners 
Club" as they drive their cars in forma
tion honk ing their horns. Army vehicles 
are popular as are pieces of large farm 
equipment. Personally, I was disgusted 
at seeing twenty Corvettes in the Fourth 
of July parade in Boise. Grain combines 
and large tractors belong on the ranch 
in my opinion. Parades are for people, 
especially people on foot. Out West J 
became determined to get involved in 

· fifing and drumming to participate in 
parades as a musical marcher and 

· organizer o f other musical marchers. 
At present in Boise, Idaho there are 

no active fife and drum corps, nor have 
there ever been any community corps 
organized for fun and a love of history. 
However, for over fifty years at Fort 
Boise in the City of Boise, martial musi
cians played the duty calls on the drum, 

, bugle and fife. Records in the Idaho Ar
chives show that from 1860 until 1913 
hundreds of Unitt,d Stat.es dragoons, in-

his army fife while o thers danced a jig 
or two. 

Just north of the state capitol in Boise 
sits a brick Grand Army of the Republic 
hail which was home to the Phil 
Sheridan Post No. 4. Now housing the 
Gar ret t Photography studio, this 
venerable building may have been the 
scene of fife and drum jam sessions. 
Built in 1894, this hall was the gather
ing place for Union veterans who came 
to Idaho as settlers. Mr. Garren gave me 
a tour of the upstairs which has been 
kept virtually intact as a G.A.R. hall . 
Again, my mind didn't have far to roam 
to hear the sound of fifes and drums. 

Dr. John Baldwin, percussion pro
fessor at Boise State Universi ty, a sked 
me, one of his snare drum students, to 
arrange "Downfall of Paris" for the 
university President's Concert on Apri l 
17, 1986. We put together a small "fife 
and drum corps" for the concert and 
performed the " Downfall of Paris." 
Players were Mark McGown, snare 
drum; Joseph Baldassare, fife; and I, 
Will Welling, playing fife . During the 
planning stage, I telephoned Ed Olsen 
who very kindly gave me background in
formation on "Downfall of Paris" and 
"Ca Ira . " We used his information in 
the opening remarks for our portion of 
the concert. All went well and we were 
enthusiastically received. " It was nice to 
hear some different patriotic music," 
many people remarked to Dr. Baldwin. 

Two weeks after our debut as Boise's 
only fife and drum corps, my wife and 
I left Idaho to pursue further education 
in Albany, New York. But for a few 
v.eeks in the late spring, I had been 
walking up into the sagebrush hills 
behind Eighth St reet in Boise where I 
would set the draws r inging with field 
dr,immiuo M ':Lnaw CtWDM1·man dr11m 

What's In A Name?
Col. John Chester 

Col. John Chester Fife & Drum Corps 
is Connecticut ·s o ldest Junior Ancient 
Corps. Organized between 1939- I 940, 
the Corps first appeared in competition 
in 1942. The Corps is named after the 
Col. John Chester School where it was 
formed as an activity of the PTA. 
Realizing the need to expand beyond the 
school, the Corps was then sponsored 
by the Exchange C lub. Since I 955, 
however, 1 he Corps has been an in
dependent self-support ing organizat io n. 

The Corps has had a variety of 
uniforms during the years. The present 
uniform was researched and designed 
during the late I 960's. It is an adapta
tion of the uniform worn by the 
Wethersfield Company commanded by 
Col. John C hester at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill: Blue waistcoats, buff 
trousers, white shirts, black leggings and 
tricorn hats. 

Col. John Chester was a local hero. 
He was born in Wethersfield on January 
18, 1749. In 1767 he graduated from 
Yale. In 1771, he was a Lieutenant in the 
Local Militia which had been organiz
ed in 1640. They prided themselves on 
their uniforms "wholly blue turned up 
with red." lo 1775, when the Lexington 
alarm came, John Chester led a picked 
body of about 100 men which ranked as 
the most select body in the Provincial 
Army and were distinguished at Bunker 
Hill. 

At the exchange of prisoners after 
Bunker Hill, June 6, 1775, John 
Chester's company was present, selected 

because they were neatly uniformed and 
well disciplined and would give the 
British o fficers a better impression of 
their enemy than any o ther units in 
Cambridge. 

John Chester was commissioned Col
onel in June 1776, and retired from the 
Army at the close of the year. The re
mainder o f his years were devoted to 
public service in Wethersfield. He died 
November 4, 1809, at the age of 60. 

Col. John Chester Fife & Drum Corps 
is committed to preserving history and 
takes great pride in its name. The Corps 
impresses many with its dist inct ive blue 
uniforms and quality of music. The 
Corps feels it carries the history nf 
Wethersfield wit h them to ~ach 
appearance. 

"Col. John" marches a1 an ancient 
military cadance or I IO beats per minute 
and uses the traditional calfskin heads 
for their drums. The Corps also uses 
wood two-piece handcrafted fifes. 

An active member of the Conn. Fifers 
and Drummers Association, "Col 
John" has been a seven-time State 
Champion, has won the Northeastern 
States Championship three times and 
over the yea rs has earned the rep11rntion 
as one o f the top Junior Andcnt Corps 
in Connect icut. In addition to being 
competitive, the Corps is also proud to 
be a member of the Company or Fifers 
and Drummers. The Corps maintains an 
active schedule each year, appearing in 
parades, concerts, musters and compe1-
i1ions. 

Tunes From History 



fa1111y111cn, :,ml cuvuhy pc,~onncl wc,c 
garrisoned at Fort Boise. There were 
two musicians per company and one 
would assume that on a few occasions 
groups of these musicians would assem
ble to provide music for large gather
ings. T he Boise newspaper reported a St. 
Patrick's Day party at Fort Boise in 
March, 1875. There was no account of 
music, but it isn't difficult to imagine a 
soldier playing "Irishman's Shantv" on 

c 1umm111g. y new oope1111an rum 
sounded great in the dry desert air, and 
my imagination took me back to the ear
ly days of territorial Idaho when men 
marched overland for thirteen days 
through the sage and cheat grass from 
Fort Walla Walla (Washington) to Fort 
Boise to protect the travelers on the 
Oregon Trail. 

I am now a fifer in the Village 
Volunteers from Delmar, New York. 

TEN YEARS AGO 
--~ 
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In 
The Ancient Times 

• Ancients Fund tota l brought up to $3000 through donations by The New 
Jersey Colonial Militia, the Junior Colonials of Westbrook, CT., the Sudbury 
Fyfe and Drum Companie of MA., the Kentish Guards and the Independent 
Light Dragoons of Rhode Island. 

•Father Kinner, author of The Company Prayer, organizes a fife and drum 
corps in Casper, Wyoming. This was the third corps organized by Father Kinner. 

•The Junior Colonials of Westbrook made a trip to Greenfield Village in Dear
born, Michigan, the first eastern corps to do so. 

•The National Muster held in Chatham, N.J. with the Morris County Mi litia 
as host attracted more than 45 corps. 

•The following corps applied for membership in The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers: the Second Virginia Regiment of Foot, The William Bender 
Memorial Corps, the Lexington Minutemen, the Ellington Parish Train Band, 
the Wareham Fife and Drum Corps, Pound Ridge Fife and Drum Corps, the 
Orlando Early Americans, the Framingham Companies of Militia and Minute, 
the Young Colonia ls, St. Martins Fife and Orum Corps, the Hatfield Ancients, 
Samuel Comstock Fife and Drum Corps, the Colonial Musketeers, Good 
Shepherd and the Washington Trail Guard. Of the fifteen corps, four were from 
New York, four from Massachusetts, three from Connecticut and one each from 
Virginia, Florida, New Jersey and the District of Columbia. 

''Old Virginny '' 
By Jerry Heermans 

The full title is "Carry Me Back 10 
Old Virginny,'' as it was first published 
by composer Edwin P. Christy in New 
York in 1847. During the Civil War it 
was frequent ly titled "Carry Me Back 
to O ld Virginny's Shore(s)". and was 
often seen in Confederate Army band
books. (A rcprinl is being published by 
C. & R. Publishing Co., Fayettevi lle, 
NC, and is taken from a Confederate 
bandbook.) Originally, by au1hor Chris
ty ( 18 I 5-1862), it appeared as a song 
with piano accompaniment in 1848 as 
"Carry Mc Back to Old Virgin ia, a 
quadrille for piano, and it wa~ also 
published in N.Y. lt further appeared in 
a number of pre-Civil War songbooks. 
including "Chri sty 's Planta tion 
Melodies" (5 vols. . I 85 1- 1856). Its 
popularity during the C ivil War might 
be measured by the report tha1 members 
of the Stonewall Brigade arc said to have 
s ung chorus after chorus of "Carry Mc 
Back 10 Old Virginny." 

Some confusion has existed because 
of another song t itled "Carry Mc Back 
to Old Virginny,'' composed by James 
Bland during the late I 870's. Both tunes 
have been recorded by fifes and drums. 

h. l'u1111l11,- 111,·lodi,:~. 
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For example, 1he James Bland version 
on D & R Record No. 3688 (ca. 1905) 
in the descriptive "Roosevelt' s In
augural Parade." The fir,1 known 
recording or the Christy version by fifes 
and drums was in the medley "On to 
Victory," rclca,cd in 1917 on Columbia 
Record No. /\2592. under I he 1itlc "Oh. 
Carry Mc Back." Later I he Christy ver
sion was recorded by the Eastman Wind 
Ensemble under Frederick Fennell on 
Mercury Rc\.':ord.'i C ivil \tVa1 :-,er ic ... ur 
1963, both as band and field mu,,,_ 
More recently ( I 975) the Heri1agc 
Mili1ary Mu~ ic Foundation of 
Milwaukie, Wis ., issued an LP record 
"Band Music oft he Con f"ccleracy." This 
latter LP includes "Carry Mc Back to 
Old Virginny's Shores", performed with 
an origina l Con federate t'i fe and two 
Confederate field drum,. Fife boo ks 
containing 1hc Christy tune include 
"The Piccolo & Fife Players Pastime 
(ca. 1900); The Eclipse Sclf-lnstruct0r 
for Fife, 1905; "The American Veteran 
Fifer,' ' both 1905 and 1927 editions; 
and the United States War Depar1111c111 
Technical Manual " Field Music" ($cpl. 
20, 1940) from which the rendition 
below was taken. 
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1987 Ancient Activities Calendar 
April 18-Annual Meeting and Elect ion of Officers of The Company of Fifers 

and Drummers, 2 PM. at Headquarters, lvoryton, CT. 
April 24, 25. 26-John Hanson Patriots Muster, Indian Head, MD. Torchlight 

parade on Friday; Muster parade and Muster on Saturday. Camping facilities 
are available . This is an OPEN muster. Contact: Mabel F. Painter, 205 In
dian Head Avenue, Indian Head, MD. 20640. Tel (301) 743-5836 or (301) 
753-6939. 

May 16-Fus ileers Fife and Drum Corp Muster. Muste r at 2 PM at Elm Drive 
School, Millbrook, N. Y. Torchlight parade and jollification to follow mus1er. 
Camping faci lities available from 5 PM Friday to I PM Sunday at Town 
of Washing1on Par k. This muster is limited to 20 corps. Contact: Dave 
McMorris , RR I, Box 265, LaGrangcville, N. Y. 12540. Tel. (914) 223-5214. 

J une 12, 13, 14-The Yankee Tunesmiths Muster. ''Drums under the El" in 
Richmond Hill , NYC. There will be a mini-muster at 7 PM on Friday even
ing. The muster parade on Saturday starts at NOON. Camping facilities are 
available from NOON Friday unt il NOON Sunday. This muster is limited 
to approx. 25 corps. Contact: Ernest Kiburis, 94-16 Woodhaven Blvd., Ozone 
Park , N .Y. 11416, Tel. (718) 845-3133 or Gary Ruckstuhl, (718) 441-5408. 

June 19-21-Sccond Europan Muster in Lugano, Switzerland. Hostec:l by Men
don Bannock Drum Band. Parade and Muster Saturday evening, Con
cert / Jol li fication on Sunday. Lodging is free for corps people du ring your 
stay with us . This muster is OPEN. Contact: Mike Quinn, 6967 Dino, 
Switzerland. Tel 00141-91-911239. 

June 19, 20, 2 1-Colonial Fife and Drum Corps Muster, A lton, IL Housing, 
two meals and some fund ing for travel avai lable. Contact: Harvey W. Veit, 
712 Willowood Lane, Godfrey, IL. 62035. Tel (618) 466-3883. 

June 20-18th Conn. Regiment Muster, Simsbury, CT. Parade at NOON wirh · 
muster following. Camping facili1ies available. Contact: Mary Short, 2 Fair
ch ild Road, Tarrifville, CT. 06081. Tel. (203) 658-4046. 

' ' ' 

Ancient T imes 
P.O . Box 3 18 
Westbrook, CT 06498 

CHECK YOUR LABEL 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

HAS EXPIRED 

DINNER from page I 

Therman Silks, Bill Sander and Richard 
Palmer, 4 years; Carl Corbett, Bruce 
Sterne and Richard Ventrone, 3 years; 
John Wedlock, 2 years. 

Following the presentation of the 
awards and comments by Presic:lent Or
sini and Colonel Palmer, the present
day corps played a short concert for the 
enjoyment of the guests and then invited 
all to the Kentish Guards armory to con
tinue the parry and playing and where 
instruments were mac:le available to the 
alumni who vJished to join in the 
jollification that lasted long into the 
night. 

No, twenty years is not as impressive 
as JOO or 125, but the Corp's twenty 
years is only since its reorganization, 
chat the corp's roots go back to October, 
1774 is evidenced by two letters of con
iract for a drum instructor and a fife in
st ructor that were found in General 
Nathanael Greene's papers. General 
Greene was a charter member of the 
Kentish Guards Militia company and 
prepared the contracts for instructors. 
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100th Anniversary Year 
The last Sunday o f April was a grand 

time. The corps held a kickoff party at 
the hall fo, all members, past members 
and friends of the corps. Over 200 peo
ple were in attendance that Sunday 
afternoon between the hours of two and 
six. 

On Saturday, May 17, some thirty
five corps attended a parade anc:l 
ceremonies in Branford. During 
August, the corps featured a concert and 
block dance in Stony Creek Park. To 
top off the I 00th Anniversary, the corps 
put on a buffet dinner and dance in Oc
tober. This affair was attended by over 
200 members, past members, wives and 
girl friends who enjoyed an evening of 
good fellowship. 

On December 22nd, after the Annual 
Christmas Parade and showing of the 
nativity scenes along Main Street in 
Stony Creek, the corps held its Annual 
Christmas Parry. This affair is express
ly for the youngsters and their parents 
and for all the young at heart . 

The fanfare for the Stony Creek 
Drum Corps' 100th Anniversary may 
not have been too spectacular, but the 
favorable remark\ by bo1h the 11cn~·r:i l 
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too will be presented at 7 PM Friday Evening. The Muster parade on Satur
day will start at NOON. A large camping area is available. Contact: Jeff 
Waterman, 9549 Harden Blvd., Camden, N.Y. 13316, Tel. (315) 245-0720. 

ANCIENT FIFE AND DRUM WEEK, July 12-18 
July 12-Dedication and formal opening of Museum and Company Head

quarters, Sunday A ftcrnoon at lvoryton, CT. 
July 13-16-Fife and Drum oerformances throughout the Middlesex County 

CT. area. Special tours of the Museum. 
Jul)' 17-Tauooon Devitt Field, Deep River, 7 PM arranged by the Deep River 

Jr. Fife and Drum Corps. 
July 18-Deep River Ancient Muster, Deep River, CT. This is the 1987 NA

TIONAL MUSTER. The parade steps off at NOON as usual with the muster 
to follow. Camping is again LIMITED to our-of-state corps. "Cooperation 
is a MUST on this!" Contact: Jody Clark, (203) 399-6665 or Cindy Kehoe 
Secretary, Deep River Drum Corps, P.O. Box 135, Deep River. CT. 06417'. 

Sept. 19-Gcneral Meeting of The Company of Fifers and Drummers 2 PM 
Headquarters, lvoryton, CT. ' ' 

Nov. 21-General Meeting of The Company of Fifers and Drummers 2 PM 
Headquarters, lvoryton, CT. · ' 

••••Additional information for The Ancient Calendar should be sent to: Janice 
Hooghkirk, 149 Leetes Island Road, Guilford, CT. 06437, Tel. (203) 
453-9030. Please try to give the type of event, date, place, time and sponsor 
of the even1., the name of the contact person and any orher pcrrinent 
informarion.•••• 

ANSWERS 
QUIZ CORNER 

I. Russ Kirby a member of the Sud
bury Fyfe and Drum Companie. 

2. The Charles W. Dickerson Field 
Music of New Rochelle, N.Y. 

3. Because although the corps 
drummed and fifed in the Anciem's 
style they also used bugles. 

4. Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee. He had also served as Chairman 
of the Musters Committee. 

S. David Boddie of the Dickerson 
corps, he served for five years. 

"MUSEUM from paae J 

wirh a visiting corps and hosr them tor 
a posr-show meal. 

Curaror Ed Olsen will arrange a 
schedule for Ancient Fife and Drum 
Weck so 1ha1 visiting corps can rour the 
facility and if rhere is enough interesr 
musical programs will be ser up for th; 
Museum and headquarters area during 
Ancient Fife and Drum Week. 

Connecticut Officials Cooperating 
The state of Connec1icu1 is drawing 

increased emphasis 10 rhe valley-shore 
area with the funding of a new tourist 
center on Inrersrate 95 in the Westbrook 
area. Preliminary talks with members of 
the Connecricur Development Depart
ment indicate a high degree of en
thusiasm for the grand opening of the 
Museum in Essex. 

More details on this special week in 
Connecticut in the next issue of The An
cient Times. 

drumming, however, this does not 
guaranree rhe preservarion of rhe art. 
From time 10 time, drum corps 
organizarions have ser up rests and 
standards to award the accomplished 
drummers. In !he 1930's, the Ludwig 
Drum Company organized the "Na
rional Associarion of Rudi mental Drum
mers," rhe N.A.R.O. 

The N.A.R.D. involved a tesring pro
gram of firsr, 13 essenrial drum 
rudiments and then a second part of 13 
more rudiments. Tesrs were ad
ministered by competent members, ac
ting as judges, and qualifying members 
were issued cards. Many of today's 
outstanding drummers were members of 
!he N.A.R.D. The organization did 
much to preserve rudimenral drumming. 
11 is only in recent years that the 
N.A.R.D. became defunct. 

There are many state drum crops 
organizations that hold comperitions on 
a regular basis, and here again, drum• 
mers are required 10 play cer1ain 
rudiments. Al one time, The New York 
Srare Association required the playing 
of 26 rudiments. (Srrubbe's book-1867 
version). 

II is inreresring to note the changes in 
the names and number of rudiments thar 
have occurred since rhe 1821 certificate 
which listed only 14 rudiments. In the 
1930's, the N.A.R.D. required 26 
rudiments and at presem, rhe Music 
Commi11ee of The Company of Fifers 
and Drummers is proposing, in rheir 
resting program, rhe 26 N.A.R.D. 
rudiments, plus 14 American innovation 
beats and IO Swiss beats. There are 
many orher rhyrhmic pat1erns in drum
ming and various Slicking techniques, 
however, at present, it i.~ felt thar these 
50 bears are adequate for an accomp
lished drummer. 

The Company of Fifers and Drum
mers' proposed program for achieve
menr awards would salisfy rwo impor
tanr goals, I. Acknowledgement of 
member musicians, and 2. the preserva
tion of !he unique rudimental sryle of 
drumming. 

respectful. 

J 
' · Nuw, Mo, tllls Is wh11t you gotta do"
says Scott Greenstreet to Mo Schoos at 
last yeJ!r's Westbrook Muster. Eldrick 
Arsenault, left, is not impressed. (Photo 
by Phil Truitt) 

A Woman In The Corps 
When we ran this headline in the 

Winter issue in I 982, it referred to the 
first woman to be accepted into The Old 
Guard Fife and Drum Corps. 

This time, it is for the firs! woman to 
be accepred into The Governor's Foot 
Guards Fife and Drum Corps, a part of 
a military organization rhat has tradi
tionally been all male since ir was 
organized in 177 5. 

Karen Fremuth and her husband 
Volker, who are now residing in West 
Haven, have enlisted in The Second 
Company, Governor's Foot Guard so 
Iha! !hey could be a par! of rhat unit's 
fife and drum corps, a member corps of 
The Company of Fifers and Drummers. 

Originally from Middletown, Con
necricur where she played the flute in the 
high school's marching band and later 
in the Middletown Symphonic Band, she 
wanted 10 conrinue marching and play
ing and the Foot Guards will fill rhe bill. 


