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Jaybirds Day-Biggest Yet 
This year saw the most successful 

Jaybird Day yet, with in excess of 260 
people signing the registration book. 

Newly wed Oscar Kulish of the 
Chester FDC, was the oldest Jaybird at 
84 with Charlie Ernst of Brooklyn's 
Chas. T. Kirk FDBC as runner up at 83. 
Sons of Liberty's Bill Krug, who travel
ed up from St. Cloud, FL took the 
longest distance award. Said awards 
were Jaybird Day caps, donated by Bob 
Parmelee. 

Members of the Ancient Mariners , 
performed yeoman services in setting 
up, handling most of the work that day, 
and returning to clean up on Sunday. 
The day could not have been a success 
without these "barefoot boys with 
cheek." Additional help on Sunday 
morning was provided by Messrs. Long 
and Trusheim of the L.I. Minutemen, 

· who were found sleeping in the parking 
. lot. (In their camper, of course). 

Cathy Olsen, and the ladies of the Kit
chen Police, operated above and beyond 
the call . As announced, the food was 
served at 2:00 PM but many did not ar
rive until 5:00 PM causing some minor 
problems. Next year, the plan is to 
reduce the registration fee and engage 
a caterer who will sell various items of 
solid refreshment throughout the day. 

Long Island Minuteman Larry Kron 
once again left no cows too sacred for 

utmost to keep the traditional ball roll
ing during the daylong musical jollifica
tion, and a larger group of wild-eyed 
fifers and drummers convened than ever 
before. 

Determined to best previous records, 
Registrar Rusty Borghi managed to push 
the door receipts over the thousand 
dollar mark, by assessing unwitting 
patrons at the bar. 

The raffle, always a major feature in 
the day's activities, was again a success 
because of the generosity of the par
ticipants and the following donors of the 
many prizes: Barbara and Don Young, 
Acton Ostling, Grace Stenlake, Bill 
Pace, Kevin Brown, Bob Long, Frank 
Watrous, Bob Parmelee, Ernie Kiburis, 
Pat Cooperman, Westbrook FDC, Er
nie Hauser, Nick Durso, Kneal 
Chasney, Jim Ligouri, Jeanette Digby, 
Larry Kron, Bill Van Dorn, Ray Fardy, 
Bob Arruda, Helen Arsenault, flash 
Alexander, George Peragine, Andy 
Pfortsch, Alice MacMullen, Jean 
Tourney, Nellie Blatzheim, Gary 
Reynolds, Jack Countey, John 
Pfortsch, Paul Munier and Frank 
Lavelle . .. An especial thanks has to go 
to "Aunt" Alice Barto who worked 
countless hours to knit the splendid 
Afghan which was presented as the door 
prize. 

Although not intended as a profit 

Large Attendance at November 
Meeting With 36 Corps Represented 
The November meeting of The Com

pany of Fifers and Drummers was one 
of the best attended meetings of 1988 
with scores of Company members and 
36 Delegates present. 

Reports from the many committees 
indicated that there are ma111y activities 
planned for 1989, among them the elec
tion of officers, changes to t'hc Constitu
tion and By-Laws, and the publishing of 
"The Sturtze Drum Instructor" and the 
long awaited Company Book 3. 

A computer capable of writing music 
has been obtained through the generosi
ty of Migoya Construction Company, 
an acquisition which will greatly im
prove the quality of our future music 
books. 

Applications for corps membership 
were received from The Spirit of '76 of 
Holyoke, MA, a former member, and 
the Plainville American Legion Post 
Fife and Drum Corps also from 
Massachusetts. The first was approved 
but the second was held up awaiting 
more complete information. 

Education Committee Chairman, Ed 
C!assey, was pleased that the revived ac
tivity in workshops in 1988, with four 
held, attracted many participants. 

It was announced that the Young Col
ooiak of Carmel N Y had bCS:"O np~ 

Feder, Patowmack Ancients (VA), 
Dodie McGrath, Westbrook (CT), 
Frank Orsini, N.J . Colonial Militia 
(NJ), Dave Migoya, N. Y. Ancients 
(NY), and Kathy Posekel, N.Y. An
cients (NY). Roger Clark reported thaf 
all the recommended candidates had 
been interviewed and all understood 
what would be expected of them for the 
next two years. 

Nominations accepted from the floor 
were: for Second Vice President, Anne 
O'Malley of Prince Wynn (NY), and for 
Executive Committee, Marty Groody of 
the Ancient Mariners (CT) and Doc Fer
rante of the N.J. Field Music (NJ). 

Several changes to the Constitution 
and By-Laws previously approved by 
the Trustees and the Executive Commit
tee were presented and these will be sent 
to the corps in ballot form with the 
ballot for the election of officers. All 
corps are urged to return the ballots. 

The second Annual Junior Day is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 17, 1989 
and a contest is being conducted to find 
a suitable name for this event. Only 
juniors (under 18) are eligible to enter 
the contest. Junior corps directors are 
asked to encourage their members to 
participate. A $25.00 gift certificate for 
chc.Mu.w::.wu-Slrno will b,• ,1wnrdwl 10 11 
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once again left no cows too sacred for 
roasting. He hit those in attendance, and 
those not. As always, his well planned 
observations were the highlight of the 
day. 

Lead Drummer Sonny Lyons did his 

pri1c. 
Although not intended as a profit 

making venture, the recipts of the day 
go a long way toward helping to main
tain and improve our facilities. This 
year's proceeds amounted to $2,064.08, 
($934.36 more than last year). 
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"Bon Voyage" intones former Red Hooker Gus Cuccia, as the Union Brigade 
bus prepares to leave for Norwood, MA, with Little Tommy Connolly at the 
wheel-Fast Lane fifer John Benoit and Master of Ceremonies Larry Kron 
demonstrate the long and short of Ancient hair styles-Lancra:fter, Nate Marks 
and Company Life Member Paul Munier observing the do-Ancient Mariner 
Commodore Kevin Brown holding bronze bust of that corps' founder, Roy 
Watrous, which was presented to the museum. He's nanked by Carl Ballestracci 
and Roy Watrous-Himself. Photo by Ed Olsen 

Moylan 18th Life Member----. 
Ancients Fund Chairman Buzz Allen 

is pleased to announce that J. Daniel 
Moylan of the Sudbury Fyfe and Drum 
Companie has become the eighteenth 
Life member of The Company of Fifers 
and Drummers. 

Life Membership is awarded to per• 
sons who make a contribution of 

$1,000.00 or more to the Ancients Fund. 
There are no restrictions as to the 
number of Life Memberships that can 
be awarded. A special membership card 
is mailed to the donors by the Chairman 
of the fund. Along with the special 
membership goes a lifetime subscription 
to The Ancient Times: 

II ~as announced that the Young Col
onials of Carmel, N. Y. had been ap
proved as host for the I 989 National 
Muster which will be held in Carmel, 
N.Y. on August 18-20. 

The Nominating Committee's Chair
man, Roger Clark, presented the Com
mittee's report, recommending the 
following candidates: for President, 
Terry Hennessey of Germantown (CT), 
for First Vice Preside·nt, Tom Connolly 
of the Union Brigade (MA), for Second 
Vice President, Dave Hooghkirk of 
Stony Creek (CT), for Treasurer, Clarke 
Wilbor of the Ancient Mariners (CT), 
and for Secretary, Gerre Barrows, an In
dividual Member (CT). The ten recom
mended for the Exe-cutive Committee 
are: Lee Zuidema, Westbrook (CT), 
Gerri Iliff, Milford Volunteers (CT), Pat 
Benoit, Ct. Blues (CT), Ernie Kiburis, 
Yankee Tunesmiths (NY), Jim 
Hierspiel, Germantown (CT), Ann 

participate. A $25.00 gift certificate for 
the Museum Store will be awarded to the 
winner. 
Beginning with this meeting, the formal, 
complete minutes will no longer appear 
in the Times. Formal minutes will be 
distributed only to the officers, members 
of the executive committee, committee 
chairmen and trustees. Copies will be 
available to members only upon request. 

Buzz Allen, Chairman of the Ancients 
Fund, submitted his resignation. The 
financial business of the fund has been 
turned over to Controller Ron 
Chambers. 

Before adjournment, it was announc
ed that the Executive Committee and the 
Trustees had approved increasing the 
corps dues from $30.00 per year to 
$40.00. 

Following the meeting which adjourn
ed at 4:45 PM, the usual jollification 
rocked the building. 

NY Ancients Host Successful Day 
BRONX, NEW YORK-It was a 

balmy December Saturday and long 
before the appointed hour of 2 p.m., the 
official starting time, the sounds of fife 
and drum came forth from the Silver 
Beach Club as the NY Ancients hosted 
another successful social and jollifica
tion. The NY Regimental's Jim Westhall 
was one of the early fifers, along with 
bass drummer Bill Westhall and snare 
drummer Fred Wasserman of the host 
NY Ancients. Kathy Posekel of the Ex
ecutive Committee of the Company was 
one of the hard working committee peo
ple. The well attended event was under 
the co-chairmanship of Joe Culhane and 
Karen Khejl of the host corps. Nick At
tanasio was an early arrival, along with 
Joe Maloney and Paul Lenci, original 
members of the now inactive Chippewa 
Ancients. The NY Regimental's Fred 
Zoeller was joined on snare by another 
veteran of the New York championship 
corps, snare drummer Bill Pace, who 
journeyed from Connecticut along with 
fifer Jim Hierspicl and drummer Terry 
Hennessy of the Germantown Ancients. 

As the afternoon wore on the contingent 
from the Long Island Minutemen, led 
by drummer Larry Kron, began to tell 
"war stories" about the old Fifth 
Avenue parades. Youngsters from the 
Young Colonials were listening intently 
to these tales which, of course, Kron 
embellished since he had an audience. 
"It's in the Book" Terrerri from New 
Jersey spent much of the afternoon 
snare drumming with the youngsters and 
towards late afternoon another Bronx
ite who has taught, organized and 
played with many New York corps, 
George "Peppy" Peragine came along 
with his snare drumming son. 

Bob McKeown of the Sons of Liber
ty and the LI Minutemen was also on 
hand, a passenger in "Zippy" Zoeller's 
car, which has a radar homing device 
beamed to Billy Rose's pub in Brooklyn. 

The NY Ancients reported another 
fine day, which ended in the early even
ing. Was it Fred Zoeller who asked if 
they were going to do this again in the 
spring of 1989? Stay tuned. 
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emphasis on the first beat of each 
measure, gave to Western military 
music. 

During the first half of the 1700's the 
Janissary bands became known in 

The question is sometimes asked, 
"Why have a nominating committee?" 
"Why not have all the nominations 
from the noor?" 

The answer is obvious, nominations 
from the floor many times are an out
burst of emotion for a particularly 
popular person or someone's "good 
buddy" without enough thought being 
given to what the position requires in 
time and knowledge, and at that mo
ment, the nominee, pleased by the 
recognition, accepts the nomination. 
Nominations from the floor arc general
ly limited to persons in attendance at the 
time and many who should be con
sidered are left out. By having a 
nominating committee, over a one year 
period, many potential candidates are 
considered, assuring a more acceptable 
slate. 

Our organization, in an effort to 
select the best qualified candidates, has 
established rules for the selection of the 
members of the nominating committee. 
The committee must be chaired by a pre
sent officer who does not have a vote on 
the committee. The committee must be 
made up of one Trustee, one past officer 

Western Europe and by 1770 most Could it be that the rhythms and/or 
European military bands were equipped melody of the fife and drum tune 
with the type o f Turkish percussion "Turkish March" have to do with the 
listed above. Except for the "Turkish Janissaries? Perhaps someone can WE VALUE LETTERS Crescent" these instruments were not answer that one for me and I hope my 

We warmly welcome tellers for "The unknown in Europe but their use as, and answer given here to Mr. Law's question 

and three Company members, none of 
whom shall be a candidate for office. 
This arrangement assures that the selec
tions are made by persons who have a 
thorough knowledge of The Company's 
goals and of the potential people 
qualified to help achieve these goals. 

It has been reported that the present 
nominating committee met formally on 
three occasions and several telephone 
conferences were held. After they con
sidered 45 to 50 people, they interview
ed those that they considered the best 
candidate to assure that the candidates 
realize what was expected of them. 

At the November meeting, the com
mittee presented a slate of who, in their 
opinion would best serve The Company 
<luring the next two years. Three addi
tional nominations from the floor were 
accepted at this time. 

The Ancient Times endorses those 
selected by the committee and reminds 
all voting members that it is of extreme 
importance that all corps exercise their 
voling privileges to assure a strong Ex
ecutive Committee for the next two 
years. 

regarding this mat.ter, maybe more 
varied information would be submitted 
for publication. 

Thank you, 

Mark Logsdon 
Mail Box"; they should include your in, an instrumental ensemble was is adequate for him. 
name and home address. Because of something new. Every European Jn the Ancient Spirit, Editor , space constraints, we may have to military band had its "Turkish March" Please renew my subscription to The 

St. Louis, MO 

shorten a letter. Those published cannot and the simple rhythmic power of the Mike Quinn Ancient Times. I have always enjoyed be directly acknowledged but we ap- Janissaries' music put a new spring in P.O. Box 467 the publication. preciate your interest and comments. European marching feet. Slingerlands, NY 12159 As a boy I remember watching the Letters submitted for consideration as L--~A:!n!!d~wih!.:a~t_!o~f~a~· !J.11.!t~h!,;is:_h!!_a:!;S!.s.C20!!m!.!c:..d2_2o~w:rn!...._,..__..,_,... _ ____________ .;':;.lr:.:t::;11.:,:n.:,:m::;C:,:r.::s~o:.!f.:.t!!h.:.c.:,E'"· x~-,1,1at l::.,1.1,f.1.' f1.1a..wi.w.iU&Jw.L_....,_, _ __, i.-------'-.141J.cr:a..to.Jcwo....,w.t>L.aho,~ .a.-



 

predate your interest and comments~ 
Letters submitted for consideration as 

letters to the editor should be address
ed to "The Mail Box," Ancient Times, 

P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442 

Dear Ancient Times, 

6967 Dino 
Switzerland 

I am writing in answer to Mr. Tom 
Law's letter in the Summer issue (Vol. 
XV No. 2) in which he asks about music 
he heard while in lsanbul, Turkey. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Law doesn't say 
what instruments were played by the 
group he heard, but from his description 
I think it a safe guess to say it was a re
created Turkish Janissary band 
probably made up of "davuls" (Turkish 
bass drums, played with a heavy wooden 
beater in one h11nd and a long, thin, 
wooden swi .ch in the other), triangles 
with jinglir,g rings attached, several 
pairs of cymbals, "naqqara" (small ket
tle drums), tambourines, natural 
trumpets, "zamirs" (eight-holed, 
double-reed woodwind instruments 
much like an oboe), and at least one 
"chaghana" or "Turkish Crescent," the 
forerunner of the modern marching 
band's bell lyra. 

Assuming I'm correct up to now, 
here's a bit of history: The Janissaries 
were the Turkish Sultan's lifeguard. The 
use of percussion instruments in their 
military music was the precursor to the 
use of percussion in Western art music 
and marching music. The Janissary per
cussionists were always elaborately 
dressed and played with all sorts of body 
movements and gestures. 

Up to and through the l600's, Euro
pean military music was played only on 
fifes and drums. In the I 700's came 
oboes, and later, bassoons, clarinets, 
trumpets, and horns. In a large ensem
ble of such instruments it was difficult 
for the usual one or two drummers to 
be heard (how 'bout that fifers!) with 
the result that the rhythmic element
and therewith the effect and purpose of 
marching music-was all but lost. It was 
precisely this rhythmic element that the 
Janissaries' music, with its preponderant 

·o " ' 
European marching feet. 

And what of all this has come down 
through the ages to us? Well, there's the 
rhythm of course. The bass drum/cym
bals/triangle combination went on to 
find a place in the concert hall via works 
like Haydn's "Military Symphony," the 
overture of Mozart's opera "JI Ratto de 
Seraglio," and the finale of Beethoven's 
9th Symphony. The "Turkish Cres
cent," a stout poel topped with metal 
ornaments (usually the Turkish star and 
crescent, hence its name), decorated 
with colored plumes and hung with 
small bells and jingles, still precedes 
many a European band, military or 
civilian, when on parade. Of more direct 
interest to Ancient musicians: the 
"gestures" mentioned above included 
stick twirling; and the method of play-

"" . 

Modern Davul _and Zamr Players 

ing bass drum given by Rumrille and 
Holton in 1817, when they instruct the 
player to use a large padded beater in 
the right hand and a snare drum stick 
in the left, certainly soun_ds like an adap
tation of what the Janissary davul 
players did. 

Perhaps there are still more parallels 
that researchers have co"}e. up with. 

-i-:u. -Wox 407 
Slingerlands, NY 12159 

Dear Editor: 
As the Adamsville Ancients Fife and 

Drum Corps begins its second year, we 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank those who have given us a tremen
dous amount of help and support in our 
first year. Our corps' performances were 
enhanced at various times by the likes 
of the Short family of the 18th Connec
ticut Regiment, Wayne Hickman and 
Julie McClinton, formerly of Olde Rip
ton, Dan Driscoll and Ed Hillenbrand, 
formerly of the Hellebergh F&D Corps 
and Phyllis and John Thompson of the 
Connecticut Patriots. Many others, too 
numerous to mention, have offered kind 
words of encouragement and support at 
practically every event we attended this 
past summer. For a new corps who were 
just starting out, these thoughtful com
pliments were especially gratifyinig. 

In closing, we would like to order a 
year's subscription to The Ancient 
Times for each of our member families 
(see enclosed roster). We are proud to 
be newly elected corps members of the 
Company of of Fifers and Drummers 
and hope to continue in our support of 
the Company for years to come. 

In the Ancient Spirit, 
Jim Willey, Director 
Adamsville Ancient 

Fife and Drum Corps 

Sterling Heights, MI 
Dear Moe, 

As a correspondent for The Ancient 
Times, l realize that putting together the 
quality newspaper that you do, is at 
times a tiring and thankless task. I ap
preciate your efforts, and wish you con
tinued success. 

It is also important to remember that 
your correspondents in various areas of 
the country are only able to report on 
what they have knowledge of. If the 
other fife and drum corps in their areas 
are not reporting their accomplishments, 
awards, or anything else that may be of 
interest to other fifers and drummers, 
then word will not get out to the Com
pany. If you would write an Editorial 

As a boy I remember watching the 
drummers of the Ex-5th Fife Drum and 
Bugle Corps playing with snakewood 
sticks. They looked black in color. Do 
you know if anyone still makes these 
sticks? I am interested in having my own 
model drum sticks made. 

Sincerely, 
Art Cappio 

P.S. My home town was Paterson, N.J. 

Edilor, 

P.O. Box 183 
Hertford , N.C. 

I enjoy the publication very much. 
Enclosed is a check for $9.00 for two 
years. 

The Hertford Fifes and Drums are in
active at present but hope to make a 
comeback soon. We need drummers 
badly. 

Charlie Skinner, Jr. 

Dear Sirs: 

8633 E. Genesee Tnpk. 
Fayetteville, NY 13066 

Your musters brought so much joy to 
us . Thank you! 

Please enter a one year subscription 
in my name. (My husband died last 
year.) 

Still go to Camden, N.Y. muster or 
any others nearby. (Have to check on 
Gansevoorts, New Hartford, N.Y. way. 

Such good memories. 
Mrs. Ted Wilson 

385 Mass. Ave. #38 
Dear A.T. Arlington, MA 02174 

Last winter I joined The Company 
and was promised a subscription to 
"The Ancient Times". I did receive the 
Spring '88 edition as my first, however 
since that time I have received no fur
ther editions. It could be that you sent 
them to my old address at 55 Concord 
Rd., Acton, MA 01720, and that the 
Post office did not forward them. (You 
see I was using the Post Office to help 
me complete my address changes, any 
mail that came to me with the old ad
dress .. .I notified them of my change.) 

Since I never received a subsequent 
"Ancient Times". I never informed you 

See LETTERS, page 3 



 

Henry A. Wilcox, 85 
Drummer 

Westbrook Drum Corps 
November 16, 1988 

HENRY A. WILCOX 
Henry A. Wilcox of 1720 Boston Post 

Road, Westbrook, CT, died on 
November 16, 1988 at the Middle.sex 
Memorial Hospital at the age of 85. 

A member of the Westbrook Drum 
Corps during the 40's and 50's, he was 
a snare drummer and at one time Drum 
Sgt. 

Mr. Wilcox owned and operated the 
Westbrook Garage until his retirement 
20 years ago. 

He is survived by two sons, Henry 
(Dick) Wilcox and Donald Wilcox, both 
of Westbrook, and three sisters, 
Florence Field of Winter Park, FL, 
Elvira Jewett of Norwich, CT, and 
Maude Wilcox of Westbrook, and three 
granddaughters. 

August Seminar 
By Dave Migoya 

The day following the Westbrook 
Mus1cr, 1hc C'ompany of Fifers & 

The Ancient Times 
Memorial to Boddie Dedicated 

NORTH MADISON, CT-On Sunday, 
September 18~ following 1he church ser
vice at the North Madison, CT Con
gregational Church, members of Dave 
Baddie's family and hundreds of his 
drum corps and church friends gathered 
to dedicate the church's flagpole and a 
granite marker in his memory. 

The program opened with the Charles 
W. Dickerson Field Music, which Dave 
was associated with for over 50 years, 
playing "Onward Christian Soldiers", 
followed by the opening prayer by the 
Reverend James David Audlin of the 
North Madison Congregational Church. 

Trustee Bill Pace, · representing The 
Company of Fifers and Drummers, 
spoke of David's dedication to The 
Company and how Dave would, at his 
own expense, travel anywhere to help 
form a new corps or organize a muster, 
and how he participated in The Com
pany's activities, always for the better
ment of the organization. To conclude 
The Company's part in the program, the 
Prayer of The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers was read by former president 
and Trustee Mo Schoos. 

Dave's godchild, Connie Bombaci, 

David Migoya, who began by speaking 
of his background and why he plays solo 
fife pieces. The key element to him, he 
explained, was to play a piece as if it 
were a part of him. Expression, to him, 
"is everything as it allows the performer 
much leeway in interpretation." 
Although the panelists were or are ac
tive in competitive circles, competition 
was not the thrust of the seminar; rather 
one's own enjoyment of a seemingly 
primitive instrument. 

Following Dave, who performed two 
of his favorite individual pieces, was Jim 
Shea, best known for his work with the 
famed line of the Connecticut Yanks. 

then read a very emotional letter to Dave 
which she had written after his death. 
In it she recalled how he had played a 
very major part in her life and was 
always there to offer help when needed 
and how ihankful she was to have had 
him as her Godfather. 

The Dickerson Corps then played 
"The Battle Hymn of the Repubulic" 
and Bruce Morrison, U.S. Represen
tative from the State of Connecticut was 
introduced. He brought the state's 
greetings and acknowledgement of che 
work that Dave Boddie had done, both 
in the community and his efforts in 1he 
establishment of The Museum of Fife & 
Drum and The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers. 

After the raising of a flag that had 
flown over the Capitol, the Dickerson 
Corps played an arrangement by Dave 
Boddie called "David's Dream" . 

Closing remarks and the benediction 
by Reverend Audl in were followed by 
a reception in the church hall. 

~

Wedding 
·1 ·· Bens 

, Lori S. Nosal - Paul Dolce 
Lori S. Nosal and Paul Dolce were 

married on September 6, 1988 in Maui, 
Hawaii. Lori is the music leader and fife 
section sg1. of the Higganum-Haddam 
FDC. After a two week tour of 
Australia, they returned to Haddam, Cr 
where they are now living. 

Mary Bower - Scott Redfield 
Mary Bower of the Milford 

Volunteers FDC and Scott Redfield, 
formerly of the Nayaug Ancients and 
The Old Guard FDC were wed in 
Milford, CT on May 21, 1988 and were ·-·-··--
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of my address change. 
I am now doing so. Could you please 

mail my missing '88 editions to me? 
Thanking you in advance. 

All good wishes. 
Michael J. Cahill 

Ed. Nole: Typical of many who do not 
receive their A. T. after moving. The 
Post Office will no/ forward 3rd class 
mail. Please notify us prompily of ad
dress changes. Although 1he A. T. is not 
responsible for the missing edi1ions, 1hey 
are being mailed to Mr. Cahill, at no ex
tra cost to him, as a courtesy. 

Beacon, NY 

Dear Mr. Olsen; 
Thank you for your prompt and in

formative response to Ancient fife and 
drum activ ities in your area. 

Within an hour of the postal delivery 
of your letter, my application to the 
corps was in 1he mail. 

The high school music teacher who 
conducted my N.A.R.D. exam was Ac
ton Ostling of Union-Endicott High 
School in Endicott, NY; your activities 
program listed him as an honored 
Jaybird in 1986. Mr. Ostling was an ex
cellent musician and teacher. He found
ed the U-E Continental Fife and Drum 
Corps that made believers out of a ll who 
ever saw and heard them. 

I worked my way thru college, 
(N.Y.U. - 1926-1929) as a drummer in 
a small nitc club combo, (Dickie Wells 
Nite Club) located near the o ld Cotton 
Club in Harlem around 186th and 
Lenox Ave.(?), six nites a week, out at 
2:30 A.M. with an 8:00 A.M. class for 
four years. Walked home every morn
ing thru Harlem to University Heights. 
You can't do that with a light armored 
car now! 

I became enamored with rudimental 
drumming and met Mr. Ostling who 
steered me to one of his more proficient 
drummers for practice ~cssions , I was 
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Muster, the Company of Fifers & Milford, CT on May 21, 1988 and were drummers for practice sessions, I was 
Drummers' Education Commillee married in Virginia on October 20. approximately 2 years practicing before 
hosted the third of its music seminars, Scott left the Old Guard last January I had enough courage for an exam. 1 
this time focusing on the basic styles and and the couple is now living in Milford, mentioned the 20's but in retrospect I 
techniques used by various performers CT. believe it was the middle 30's. I never 
for solo and small ensemble playing. Debbie Corbell - Marty Bryan had the courage to inform Mr. Ostling 

Although previous seminars focused Debbie Corbett and Marty Bryan, of my background in jazz drumming. 
on the basics of music and large ensem- Drum Sgt. of the Kentish Guards FDC Jf you know Mr. Osling, he might 
ble performance, this offering was uni- were married in Warwick, R.l. on possibly recall the exam he gave me in 
que'for many reasons. Not only were at- December 16, 1988. Debbie is the sister the high school auditorium- my en-
tendees allowed to hear lecturers per- of fifer Carl (Rick) Corbett also of the thusiasm was much greater than my 
form, but were given valuable insight in- Kentish Guards. The couple will make ability. 
to the many techniques and styles their home in Warwick, R.l.. I retired from I.B.M. in 1969, my 
available to them. Beginning the employment there was associated with 
seminar was Jim Clark, a member of the New Ancients numerous transfers to new locations and 
committee who has been instrumental in Arriving just late enough not to upset enroute I lost what little memorabilia of 
organizing the post muster gatherings. his father's organizational duties at the Ancient fife and drum corps that I had 
Clark spoke of the varying styles of European Muster, SIMON JAMES accumulated. Mr. Ostling would have a 
drumming that have been prevalent for QUINN was born on Tuesday, August much more comprehensive collection of 
the last 20 years, ranging from the New 30, 1988 to Evelyn and Mike Quinn of the contemporary corps of that era. 
York area to Connecticut, to the new- the Mendon Bannock Drum Band. They I was also in WW II, left the scene at 
found greatness in basic rudiments tell us this is the easiest way to find fifers Okinawa, spent 23 months in Cushing 
found in the Bruce & Emmett book. in their area! General Hospital in. Framingham, MA. 

Following Jim's presentation, which My N.A.R.D. lapel pin is on the same 
included various "drumming games" and distinctively unique. T hey focused wall plaque as my Silver Star and two 
for interested students to participate in, on the subtleties one can use to gain a Purple Hearts. 
well-known bass drummer Nick An- better quality sound out of their fife, If you are in active correspondence 
tanasio gave an interesting talk on the particularly alternate fingerings and the with anyone in the Beacon-Fishkill area, 
basics of bass drumming he used dur- Top: Nick Attanasio demonstrates his use of the mouth and fingers for a more tell them I would gladly underwrite any 
ing his days with the famed Sons of bass drumming techniques while Dave accurate pitch in a note. travel expenses to your next Jaybird 
Liberty. Students were fascinated as Clark listens. Bottom: Dave Migoya By and large, both seminars were well meeting. 
they learned the "secrets" to Nick's sue- loses himself in a tune. received, and well attended. Held out- My war injuries put an end to a ques-
cesses. Although many of the rudiments Photo by Ethel Lavelle doors behind the Company Museum, tionable career as an Ancient snare 
and techniques Nick spoke of were those attending were blessed with a drummer but I still thrill to the 
basic, the threading together and expres- Jim fielded questions from the audience wonderful day and attentive lecturers. measured stately i IO cadence of an 
sion were things most found useful to about judging, the choice of solos accor- The Education Committee has much in honest to God fife and drum corps. 
their own performance. ding to one's ability, and how certain store for the new year, including more J don't attend parades anymore, the 

After Nick displayed his technique in techniques arc done, or can be ac- seminars on a wide spectrum of topics. pitty-pat drumming of the American 
one of his individual pieces, Clark complished using a different frame of Anyone interested in participating in the Legion drum and bugle corps and the 
brought on two fifers to play with him reference. Again, the thrust was away seminars, or would like to offer a sug- syncopated shuffles of the high school 
and Nick to show the crowd what coor- from competition and toward a better gestion for a seminar topic, should con- bands leave me cold. 
dination can do for a small ensemble. appreciation and understanding of the tact Jim Clark in care of the Company. 1 didn't put my phone number on my 
Later, to show the virtuosity possible on instrument. application-I wear two hearing aids 
a rope-tensioned drum, a solo was per- Following Jim were Benoit and his Become An which makes everything sound like the 
formed by a long-time drummer in the partner, John Ciaglia, who perform P.A. system in the Greyhound Bus 
champion line of the Connecticut Blues. together as "Fifes in the Fast Lane." Terminal. 

After a brief respite, the fifers came They described the many different Tnd,·v,·dual One of the chief penalties you en-
in to do their bit. A panel of four fifers, techniques and tonal variations they use ..I. J counter with senior citizen cor-
moderated by John Benoit, discussed to perform a wide s(J'ectrum of music. JI lember respondence, is the rambling, borderline 
varying topics, including expression, Music to them, they .said, is music, not 1 Y..I. ◄ coherency of the elderly. 
concentration, sight reading, lip control classified by the instrument for which it 
and pitch. was written. They performed two tunes, 

Beginning the fifer's portion was both elegant in presentation and sty_~e, 
Application on Page 12 T hank You, 

Ken Lyon 
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Tippicanoe Tours Europe 
By Denise Heasty 

Part Two - Continued From Vol. XV, No. 3 
Our next stop was Basel, Switzerland . 

There we were hosted by the Swiss 
Regimentals . I cannot say enough about 
the hospitality shown to us by this 
wonderful group of people. The only 
pro blem with o ur Basel stay was that it 
was much too short. The many friend
ships made during our visit, however, 
will undoubtedly ensure that our next 
visit will be longer. One highlight of our 
time in Basel was performing with the 
Regimentals at a big soccer convention. 
Tippecanoe took the stage first and 
played our regular French music, except 
for our last set. We played the only 
Swiss music we knew-Gluggsi- and 
before we were finished hundreds o f 
soccer p layers in the audience were 
chanting along! Then the Regimentals 
took the stage. Most of Tippecanoe's 
members had not heard them before. As 
those of you who saw them during their 
recenr visit to Connecticut will agree, 
they were fantastic! After the concert, 
both corps went to a "Faschnact 
Cellar" for an evening of jolli fication 
with the Regimentals . For many of us 
the night was a late one, and the 
Regimentals laughed a t us when we told 
them we had to be at our tour b us by 
7 :00 AM the next morning to leave. 
"This is impossible" said Victor Muller , 
the Regimentals drum serge.ant who had 
helped to organize our Basel visit. "The 
Swiss never gel up so early on the 
weekends, and especially after a night 
with Tippecanoe!" But the Swiss did 
rise to the occasion, and we all made it 
to our bus on time. Ahead of us was a 
Jong day's ride through the Swiss Alps 
to our next destination, Nice. 

I one bus rides are.never .son1cthins 

urious tour bus. Several times dur ing 
long rides our Swiss bus driver showed 
videos that he had taken o f our perform
ances, receptions, etc. on the bus' TV 
monitors . Our driver, Tony, quickly 
became a big hit with the ladies. ' 
Altho ugh he couldn't speak much 
English, he charmed us all with his ver
sion of "Oh My Darling Clementine! " 

In Nice we met with Charles Tripp, 
editor of " Flutes du Monde." This 
publication features articles on different 
kinds of flutes from all over the world. 
The last issue covered North a nd South 
America, with an article on American 
fife and drum corps. While researching 
this art icle, Mr. Tripp learned of Tip
pecanoe's tour of France and arranged 
to meet us in Nice. At dinner one even
ing he held us spellbound as he showed 
us some very u nusual wind instruments 
from various countries. He played a 
short tune on each one. At the same din
ner we were also serenaded by members 
of the "Abadia de la Morisca," a group 
o f fifers and drummers from Nice and 
the surrounding countryside, whose goal 
is to preserve the tradit ional music of 
their region. This was Tippecanoe's first 
exposure to an actual "French" fife and 
drum corps, and it was interesting to 
hear their tunes as well as their unique 
style. We look forward to continued 
correspondence with both Charles Tripp 
and "Abadia de la Morisca," and would 
like to thank them for the wonderful 
t ime we spent together. 

We had been invited to Brouage, a 
small scenic town, by Jean-Louis 
T homas, the president of an organiza
tion called "Les Amis (Friends) de La 
Comn.aa.nic,,,,Eran.chc,,,.tlc la Marina· ,, H 

~ 

Tippecanoe "playing for its supper" outside the restaurar,t in Basel where they 
were hosted by the Swiss Regimentals. 

tour we had been unaware of the ex
istence of this organization. Although 
this was a very small village, a large 
crowd turned out to see us perform. 
After the concert we met a few members 
of a Compagnic Franche group who had 
traveled from Germany to meet us. They 
informed us that the historical reenact
ment movement is very strong in Ger
many, and there are even groups which 
reenact periods of American history 
such as the Civil War and the "Wild 
West!" 

From Brouage it was only a few miles 
to the port city of La Rochelle. There is 
a historical link between our corps and 
LaRochelle, for it was from this seaport 
that many soldiers of the Compagnie 
Franche departed for the North 
American colonies in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. These soldiers, being ad
ministered by the Ministry of the 
Marine, were also garrison troops for 
Oma • ---•---+l+•·- t 

Photo courtesy of Denise Heasty 

all learned a lot that day. 
Our tour ended in the same place it 

began, in Paris . With so little time, it 
was difficult to decide what to do, and 
which things would have to wait for 
another visit. The Louvre? Eiffel 
Tower? The Champs Elysee? And o nly 
two more days? Well, one thing we did 
all experience was the Palace of Ver
sailles . It was here that we gave our last 
concert. We had waited for months to 
find out whether or not a performance 
at this historic si te would be permiHcd. 
Considerable red tape at various levels 
of the French government had lowered 
our hopes for an approval, but during 
the second day of our tour, while we 
were still in Paris, we had learned that 
permission had been granted. If you 
have ever been to Versailles, you can im
agine how honored we felt to be perfor
ming in such an incredibly enchanting 
p lace. Again, the historical tic between .,_ .. ,.,,. . . .. 



 

ong ay s r c iroug 1 ic w ss ps 
to our next destination, Nice. 

Long bus rides are never something 
to look forward to, but we were for
tunate enough to be traveling on a lux-

Thomas, the president o an organiza
tion called "Les Amis (Friends) de La 
Compagnie Franche de la Marine," a 
group dedicated to the study of La 
Compagnie Franche. Previous to our 

Officials of the city of Brouage invited Tippecanoe to try some of their locally 
produced "Pinot " 

· Photo courtesy of Denise Heasty 

SPRANCE 
TRAVEL 

SERVICES 
718-497-6420 

1989 Trips To Ireland, England 
& Switzerland 

Specializing in Drum Corp Travel 

ministered by the Ministry o t e 
Marine, were also garrison troops for 
France's seaports. In addition to a con
cert we gave for the city, we also had the 
opportunity of playing for a local grade 
school, LaProvidence. This school's 
history also ties into our own. During 
the 18th century, girls from 
LaProvidence were sent to North 
America to become wives of Frenchmen 
in the New World. Many of the girls 
eventually were wed to officers and 
soldiers of the Compagnie Franche. 

Not only did Tippecanoe present a bit 
of history for LaProvidence, but the 
children also performed for us. First, 
about a dozen third graders danced a 
French can-can. Then several children 
dressed in costumes dating from the 
1500s to the 1800s presented a skit tel
ling about various important historical 
characters in LaRochelle's history. We 
learned that the children had spent 
months practicing their parts prior to 
our arrival. After the first brave child 
mustered up the courage to ask for our 
autograph, we spent almost an hour 
signing autographs for nearly every child 
there. In addition to making us feel like 
real celebrities, this interaction gave 
both groups the chance to mingle. One 
little girl had several questions about the 
United States, one of the most impor
tant being, "Do you have chewing gum 
in your country?" Without a doubt, we 

m111g 111 sue 1 an ancrc 1 y enc 1anung 
place. Again, the historical tie between 
our own Compagnie Franche and King 
Louis XIV's palace made this perfor
mance special. It was King Louis himself 
who created the military force known as 
the "Compagnie Franche de la 
Marine." Although we played our usual 
French music during our concert, we 
later broke into a rousing "Hell on rhe 
Wabash" right on the steps of the 
palace. It just seemed like the thing to 
do! 

Already the sharp focus of the trip is 
beginning to blur. With time many 
memories will grow dim, but some 
things wiU stay with us forever. Many 
members will remember this tour as 
their first trip abroad. They won't forget 
their first glimpse of Paris, the Swiss 
Alps, or the clear water of the Mediter
ranean. No one will forget the pride we 
felt as we marched into Les Invalides or 
the Palace of Versailles. We won't 
forget how warmly we were treated by 
the French people, and how surprised
and pleased- they were to find 
Americans performing as a "French" 
fife and drum corps. Hopefully, we will 
one day talk about this tour as we 
sometimes do when we reminisce about 
our first trip to the Deep River Muster 
or our first East Coast/Canadian tour. 
"Remember back in the 80s when we 
took our first European tour? ... 

Colonials Host Swiss Corps 
By Miney Hourigan 

Again this year the Colonials of 
Niederwil, Switzerland, invited in rhe 
other Swiss corps for a Fall get-together 
that looks like it will become an annual 
event. 

Saturday, October 22, saw members 
of the Basie Regimentals , Swiss 
Mariners, and Mendon Bannock Drum 
Band, together with the Colonials for an 
aftcrnooon and evening of jollifying and 
good eats that finally wound down in 
the wee hours of Sunday morning. But 
only long enough for the die-hards to get 
a second breath. After brunch on Sun-

day they were out again for an im
promptu parade around Niederwil. 

A tip of the tircorn and a big thank 
you to Erika and Hans Ackermann for 
providing us with a place to gather again 
this year (and for placating their 
neighbors), to Oski Giger, Roger Franz, 
and all the other Colonials. American 
fifers and drummers who attended the 
party they gave in the week after the 
European Muster will know best what 
we mean when we call them the perfect 
hosts. 
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Specialists at understanding the specific needs of 
drum corps for Musters, parades and hiswric events. 

Parmelee~ 
of Durham 

Original design capabilities 

or 

we'll work with your art: 

T-Shirts 

Sport Shirts 
Jackets 

Muster Streamers 

Muster Buttons 
Hats 

Sweat Shirts 

Bob Parmelee (203) 349-8233 

Silk Screens I Signs / Paincing Spe.cialtie., 

Creamery Road, Durham, Connecticut 06422 

Patowmack Ancients "Storm" 
Colorado 

By Kacky Rowlett 

The Patowmack Ancients arrived at 
Dulles International Airport at 7:30 
a .m. on September 8th to board the 
plane to Denver, Colorado. We were to 
perform as honored guests, and the only 
fife and drum corps, at the Long's Peak 
Scottish-Irish Festival in Estes Park, 50 

•miles from Denver. The ten of us, 
Kathryn Johnson, Sonja Andrews, 

with applause. That was our most emo
tional performance ever. 

The next day, we had four more per
formances. It wasn't as windy, but it did 
rain a little. A highlight of the day came 
when we were invited to the POW / MIA 
booth sponsored by the Scottish 
American Military Society (SAMS). 
They gave each of us a POW /MIA 
bracelet from the Vietnam War. We 
were asked to wear them durin all of 

ALONG THE FRONTIER 
By Mark Logsdon . 

On November 24, 1974, The 1st supported today! I did not have the 
Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum ability to "research" much on my first 
Corps was "born". At the time of its trip out to Connecticut. But today, there 
inception, only Plymouth Fife and exists, the only Museum of Fifing and 
Drum Corps, of Plymouth Michigan; Drumming in the World. We helped put 
and the Tippecanoe Fife and Drum it there. At the moment it is new and 
Corps from Lafayette, Indiana were in fresh, thanks to a lot of hard 
ex.istence in the Midwest. Although they work . ... and cash. I am pleased that we 
shared a geographic region, they were have a "home". I am sure that history 
still separated by eight hours of hard will record that it was a worthwhile ef-
driving. fort, and well done. Imagine what the 

Today, fourteen years later, there are museum can become in the next decade. 
now four active Corps in Michigan. Not It has much in storage already! Yet, it 
bad for a State that didn't "belong to has so much more to do. After all, we 
the original 13 Colonies". Indiana has have been fifing and drumming on these 
three ac'iive Corps; Illinois has four, shores for over two centuries. 
with rumors circulating periodically of And never forget the fact that it may 
a fifth Corps that does Civil War era not have even come into being without 
music. the help of corps and individuals from 

Thirteen years ago, I made my first outside the Connecticut Valley. The 
trip to the Connecticut area, to find out Company of Fifers and Drummers is 
about something called The Company much larger than it was when I made 
of Fifers and Drummers. At a meeting that first trip out. Look at the roster, the 
that was hurriedly called, I met some of interest in Ancient Music, is spreading. 
the officers of the Company. They were I THINK THAT'S GREAT! Yes, it 
most kind in taking time out from their really began in the Connecticut 
schedules to talk with someone from Valley .... . but it certainly doesn 'I end 
Michigan. I learned a great deal about there. 
the organization, and what it was try- HISTORY AND TRADITION 
ing to accomplish. I think about how far Each Corps that I have come in con-
the Company has come in the thirteen tact with has something that it does to 
years that I have been involved. It has give it an identity. It has created some 
made great strides, almost in spite of ceremony, or displays some type of 
itself. During those years, there were uniform part, or has a special piece of 
times when I thought that belonging to music that has a particular meaning for 
the Company was pointless. There are the members. So it is with the 1st 
Corps, and individuals, who share that Michigan. Each time we perform we 
belief today. But, I no longer have those always end with "Harum Scarum". 
feelings. Today (compared to thirteen Whether it is a muster medley, the last 
years ago), the Company has more song of a concert, or the end of a long 
focus, and more importantly; it has parade, we have ended each perfor-
roots . Despite what anyone may wish to mance with that rousing march. Both of 
say, the Company of Fifers and Drum- our albums end with it. Our third will 
mers is growing up. It has taken on the a lso. On June 5th of 1988 a t a re''ear-
rcs nsi ii' f a i · · 
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Amanda Hoxworth, Kathy Revilla, were asked to wear them during all of responsibility of creating and maintain- sal, the members of the 1st Michigan 
Denise Amburgey, Sabra Flaherty, Will •· our performances to symbolize that ing a new home for itself. With the new Colonial Fife and Drum Corps voted 
DaBaldo, Ross Andrews, Director Ann youth are beginning to become more facilities, the world now has the chance unanimously to begin a new tradition, 
Feder, and myself, Kacky Rowlett, were aware of the War, and of those still to see the Music, History and Tradition based on reasons that are too numerous 
full of high expectations. During the missing. Some of us never take them of Fifing and Drumming as it pertains to go into here. As it has been for four-
next several days, we were to perform off. to not only the "original Thirteen Col- teen years, each performance of the 1st 
8 ,times. That evening, we attended the onies", but to the entire United States. Michigan will still end with "Harum 

Saturday, the festivities commenced honored guests' ball. It was held in the You see, The Company of Fifers and Scarum". As it has been since June 5th, 
with the opening parade. Throughout Stanley Hotel, which was used in the Drummers Museum, is the repository of 1988, and as it will continue to be for 
the parade, rain threatened and winds movie "The Shining". Before our per- the tangible things that tell us who we as long as the 1st Michigan marches, 
picked up. The day's performances were formance there, our Drum Major, Sabra are. At present its collection is strong in each parade will begin with the com-
all received enthusiastically, even though Flaherty, accepted a small statue of a early 20th Century memorabilia, and it mand "FOR DA VE!", as the Corps 
the gales created havoc with our Scottish Highland dancer as a token of is slowly acquiring more items that take steps off to the str1-1ins of The Downfall 
balance. The drummers found it ar- the Festival's appreciation. The perfor- us back further into the past of this Art of Paris. It should be noted that some 
duous to keep our drums in front of us! mance went.smoothly; it was our last, Form. The Corps that exist today, will of our members never met Dave per-
Sabra jabbed the espontoon into the and we were somewhat glad it was over, be the research material for tomor- sonally ... ..... but they KNEW him. 
ground to keep her balance. particularly when we were greeted by row .... providing that the museum is 

The day climaxed at the Scottish Tat- snow the next morning. 
too that evening. It was on a dusty rodeo However, we were going to miss our 
field, and the wind was still cold and newly-found friends. Along the way, we 
blustery. As we went on, our ner- had become acquainted with the Oregon 
vousness was laid to rest when we were National Guard Pipe Band and the Ber-
greeted so warmly. Our new muster muda Regiment Army Band. We had 
show was a big hit! During the "Battle 
Hymn of the Republic", a General rose 
and saluted us. Each tune was greeted 

RECRUITING 
******************* 

Adults 18 Yrs. 
or Older 

7th Michigan Fife 
and Drum Corps 

Specializing in Civil War 
Music and Living History 

Experience desired but 
NOT required 

become especially close to the girls from 
the Aberdeen Ladies Pipe Band from 
Scotland. We taught them games (Spaz, 
Charades) and they told us about their 
Scottish lifestyles. 

Some of us have been writing to Aber
deen. We hope to someday see them all 
again. Our trip will never be forgotten. 
It was one of the best times we have had 
together as a Corps. 

Contact: Ron Pohlonski 
2297 Reed 
Lansing, MI 48911 
(517) 694-1792 

ON THE DISTAFF SIDE: Assistant Membership Chairman, Darlene Graves, is allowed to make a report at the Sept. 17th 
meeting. Clean-up Crew person, Suzanne Narducci of the Westbrook FDC, pulling the final touches to the floor before in_ 
spection by the new Building Manager, Norm Ott, who also happens to be her father. Ancient Times Circulation Manager Judy 
Barrows, who believes in starting them off right. Photo by Ed Olsen 
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WESTB~~OK MUSTER: Past President Tiny Tom Connolly responds 
charactenshcally as Maly Groody remorsefully inquires "How would you like to have 
been the only Irish kid in a Lithuanian drum corps?"- "Can you imagine marching 

?" n · n rmcr t afford ;'I' Yan e d · 

The Anci 

INDEPENDENCE DAY concerts by the Constitution Field music (top) and 
the Higganum-Haddam FDC (bottom), plus Lancraft that afternoon, at the 
Essex CT Vailey RR Station. The corps volunteered therr time arousing much 
interest in the music form and the fact that the world's only fife and drum 
museum is just down the road. Since the "R,R." is one or Connecticut's top 
tourist attractions, a close relationship therewith can only bode well for the future 
success of our endeavors. 



 

arac1t'M8UC'WHY u rt1■1y on>ooy rtmone1111ry-1nqor1es now wou,o you 11Ke 10 n■ve 
been the only Irish kid in a Lithuanian drum corps?"-"Can you imagine marching 
that fast?" Sonny Lyons, former Stratford CT Yankee drummer and Artie Olson, 
former Garbarina Sky liner Orum Major, recall the old .days in the " M & M" cir
cuit,-Packed sardine-like into Leo Brennan's wagon; along with the unsold mer
chandise of the day, the youngsters of the L.I. Minutemen attempt to wend their 
way back to the field.-Playing the hayseed role to the hilt, is Jim Flynn, mentor 
and organizer of the late-great Morris County Militia.- Wreathed in chevrons and 
smile, former VP Flash Alexander relaxes before Black Rock takes the stand.-Stand
ins for the Bobzie Twins are Charley Poole's reject bass drummer Tommy Reamer 
and look alike Bob Powers of Rock and "Creek" fame. 

tourist attractions, a close ref:i"tionshiptherewith can only bode web ror the future 
success of our endeavors. Photos by Ed Olsen 

Photos by Ed Olsen 

MARLBOROUGH MUSTER: Combined East Hampton and Nathan Hale corps on the road.-Ever the 
salesman, L.I. Minuteman Larry Kron sel!s II museum deed to an unwitting spectator, while his companion 
prays that Larry will overlook her. (He dido 't miss many).-Putting his feet into it is Sonny Lyons as he 
readies his Moeller drum for the Mariners field performance.-Massachusetts impressive Middlesex County 
Volunteers get a hand from the L.I. Minutemen as they approach the field. 

Photo by Ed Oise■ 

Instructor Dave Clark expounds his theory on the use of gi 
aid in teaching. Photo by Ethel 

Vivid testimony to the stimulus provided by Educational C 
the Aug. 27 workshop, entitled "Young Youth of Amerlt 
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Participants at The Company's fourth workshop, convened prior to the 
Nov. 19 meeting. Standing: Mark Parmentier, Higganum-Haddam, and 
Terry Hennessey, Germantown. Sealed: Duke Terrerri, N.J. Field Music, 
Hank DeAngelis, Ancient Mariners, Educational Chairman, Ed Classey, 
Marcel Giger, Swiss Colonials and Angela Weibel. 



 

YOUNG COLONIALS MUSTER, CARMEL, N.Y.: Bronx, N.Y.'s 
St. Benedict's FDC, before the step dancing and the Jazz flutes. Who 
said Nick Attanasio can't read music? Ain't education grand! N.J. 
Field Musicians Andy Hahn and Duke Terrerri present the long and 
short of it. Photo by Ed Olsen 

With the late Lou Lavassa's uniform center stage, Stony Creek unveiled 
the new display, in their hall, of trophies and memorabilia dedicated to 
Lou, in tribute to the priceless leadership and direction he provided, 
through decades. Photo by Ed Olsen 

airman Ed Classey's address at 
a!" (Just kidding Ed). 

JAYBIRD DAY: In between servings, the hungry throng gathers around the labie.- An emotional moment as 83 year 
old Charley Ernst rereads a letter he originally posted to his drum corps Drum Major, Oscar Hansen, of the Chas. T. 
Kirk corps, back in 1944, during his stint for Uncle Sam.- Fifers forever are Pete Jenkins who started out with Stony 
Creek, and old North Branforder Curley Provenzano.- A partial view of the afternoon jollification.- Veterans of 
Brooklyn's old Sons of Liberty form a larger group than the corps was able to while still active. 

Photo by Ed Olsen Pboto by Ed Olsen 
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Music Committee On A Roll 
By David Migoya 

Recently, the Company Music com
mittee attained a corporate donation of 
$2,500 to be used for a computer for the 
specific purpose of music composition. 
With their goals of more music books, 
committee members believed the best 
way to progress toward this end was to 
enlist the help of a computer. 

The donation, by Migoya Construc
tion Corp. o f the Bronx, N.Y. , will 
allow the committee to publish several 
books over the winter, including the 
long-awaited Book 111. 

David Migoya, the committee's 
scribe, has chosen the computer hard
ware and software he believes will af
ford the best reproducrive qualities for 
the purposes at hand. 

"We've been work ing hard to be sure 
the next music book would look com
parable to a nything one would purchase 
in a music store," Migoya told the 
Times. "Unfortunately, it was time
consuming. Professional engravers are 
expensive and we wanted more than 
hand-written music. I was getting pretty 
worn out using drafting tools and 
Letraset to scribe the music." 

Now, with the a id of the computer, 
which Migoya will house, "anything is 
possible!" Currently on the block is a 
book of the music performed on the 
New York Regimentals album, "200 
Years in America," which has remained 
popular for nearly 25 years. 

"It's not a statement that the 
Regimentals were the greatest band of 
all t ime, although I'm sure many peo
ple would argue that," Migoya ex
plained. "It's just that so many people 
have attempted to play the album's 
music over the years without much luck. 
We've decided it was time we tried to set 
the record straight." 

With the help of John McDona h and 

other prominent members of the corps, 
the committee has been able to acquire 
the entire collection of Regimental 
music, including rare finds from when 
the group was called the Veteran Fife 
Club. 

"I don't believe any one corps' music 
has been this difficult to track down," 
Dave said. "I've spent the last 4 ½ years 
trying to locate old members. Many of 
the more prominent members didn't 
have much of the collection. In fact, I've 
been the one reminding them of some 
of the tunes they played! It's amazing, 
but unfortunately many of them either 
lost or got rid of the music. We've been 
lucky enough to find it.'' 

Following the music book, the com
mittee will release its Book Ill, which 
will focus on special arrangements by 
some of the more famous corps, in
cluding the Kirks, Connecticut Yanks, 
Lancraft, Ya tesville, St. Benedict's, 
Bethpage Colonials, Chippewas, and 
many others. 

Another special book, which is ex
pected to be released next summer, will 
be a compilation of the greatest in
dividual and small ensemble pieces ever 
performed in competition or concert. 

Long-range plans include the release 
of the remainder of the Regimentals col
lection, as well as collections from other 
prominent corps. 

The computer also will allow the cen
trali zation of records from the music 
library, which the library committee is 
diligently undertaking. However, one of 
the better services to be offered which 
every corps will benefit from, will be the 
printing of music for groups who wish 
to see their music in clear, concise form. 
Details for this will be forthcoming in 
a future issue of the Ancient T imes. 

Second Annual Youth Activities 
Day Planned For June 17 

The Company of Fifers and .Drum
mers Youth Activities Committee, 
chaired by vice President Ernie Kiburis, 
is pleased to announce that the date for 
our next Junior Day is Saturday, June 
17, 1989 and that it will again be held 
at the Museum and Headquarters, 62 
North Main Street, lvoryton, 
Connecticut. 

The activities will begin at 12:00 
noon, rain or shine, and will include 
many games and contests (not musical) 
with prizes for the winners. A jollifica
tion will also be in order. 

Directors of Junior corps are urged to 
encourage their members to attend this 
event which is a eatylist for the forma
tion of new friendships between the 
youths of our organization. 

In conjunction with the plans, the 
committee is running a contest to find 

a name for our Junior Day. The contest 
is open only 10 Juniors, (up to age 18) 
and the winner will be chosen by the 
committee based on the entries submit
ted. The winner will receive a $25.00 gift 
certificate for the Company Museum 
Shop. 

All entries must be submitted by April 
l , 1989 on the official entry blank ac- · 
companying this article. (Copies of the 
blank are permitted). Official ent ry 
blanks are also available from members 
of the Youth Activities Committee or at 
Headquarters. 

The winner will be announced at the 
Annual Meeting which will be held on 
Saturday, April 15. 

For more information about the con
test or the Junior Activities Day, con
tact Committee Chairman Ernie Kiburis 
(718) 845-3133 or Anne O'Malley, {516) 
795-8648. 

MY SUGGESTION FOR A NAME FOR THE JUNIOR ACTIVITIES DAY JS : 

BECAUSE __ -'------------------------ --

NAME ________________________ _ 

ADDAESS:-- -------------,-,---------PHONE #_______ AGE ___ _ 
CORPS _________ _ ____________ _ 



 

t c rccor stra1g 1L. a future issue of the Ancient Times. 
With the help of John McDonagh and 

Docents Committee 
Seeks Volunteers 

lvoryton, CT-Docent and Inter
preter Committee Chairman Leo Bren
nan has issued a call for additional 
volunteers to be on hand at The Com
pany Museum during the hours that it 
is open to the general public. Leo who 
took over the reins from Museum 
Curator Ed Olsen and Trustee Bill Pace 
in early July stated that although some 
new people had stepped forward during 
the summer, more volunteers are still 
needed. 

Interested individuals do not need ex
tensive knowledge of drum corps history 
to volunteer. Docents are thoroughly 
briefed on all exhibits and are provided 
with written descriptions and other 
materials to assist them with their 
presentation. You do not need to be a 
member of a drum corps or The Com
pany to volunteer, in fact the need is 
particularly for volunteers whe are not 
actively marching with a corps so that 
the weekends will be covered when some 
of the current docents are out parading 
with their corps. Those interested should 
contact Docent Committee Chairman 
Leo Brennan at (203) 245-9543. 

While the Museum concluded its 
regular open hours for the public on 

October 2, those drum corps members 
and Individual Members who desire to 
tour the Museum during the off season 
may make special arrangements by call
ing the Museum Office at (203) 
767-2237. If there is no answer, call Leo 
Brennan, or Ed Olsen at (203) 399-6519, 
or Bill Pace at (203) 526-5940. For in
formation on educational programs, 
group tours for historical societies, ser
vice clubs, student and youth groups, 
call Ed Olsen or Bill Pace directly, or the 
Museum during the published hours. 

New members of the Docent Commit
tee include: Dick and Rusty Borghi, Ken 
Burwood, Dave Clark, John and Lee 
D' Amico, Wally and Jane Fulton, Scott 
Greenstreet, Paul and Barbara Hayden, 
Oskar Kulish, Suzanne Narducci, 
Harold Nash, Mark Parmentier and 
Herb Schwab. 

Tl~_t-1useum of Fife & Drum is open 
to the general public from April 1 
through October I, Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from 1:00 P.M. to 5:00. 
Admission for adults is $ 1.00, seniors 
(over 65) $.50 and children under 16 are 
admitted free, as are Individual 
Members arid corps members of The 
Company of Fifers and Drummers. 

(!J(E]~~~'9~ 
PRINTING AND OFFICE SUPPLIES 

158 Main Street - Deep River, Connecticut 06417 

OWNED & OPERATED BY MARGARET & FLOYD DEMPSEY 

526-3503 526-4937 

TUG OF WAR brings Juniors from several corps together at the 1988 Junior Day. 

Photo by Anne O'Malley 

N .J. Ancients Less Visible In 1988 
By Phil Truitt 

As yet another season comes to a 
close for New Jersey Ancients, there is 
cause for concern over what appears to 
be a waning activity schedule on the part 
of the state's five corps. Only the N.J. 
Colonial Militia and the N.J. Field 
Music were readily visible in 1988 at 
parades and musters. Joshua Huddy, 
the Westfield F&D and the Colonial 
Musketeers were rare sights this season 
on the march and this has been an in
creasing trend in recent years. Joshua 
Huddy is more active in militia activity 
and did tour in France this year, but, 
even so, they were not as visibly active 
as in the past. 

Spirit High With Active Corps 
The N.J .C.M. had an active and suc

cessful year with some 20 parades plus 
Connecticut muster appearances at Lan
craft, Westbrook and Old Saybrook. 
Under the leadership of Leslie Roche the 
NJCM did upgrade its musical content 
with new medleys and even its first fife 
solo which debuted successfully at 

Westbrook. the corps also hosted the 
first muster in N.J. in several years at 
Old Tennent Church so the year was a 
healthy one. 

DukeTerreri's N.J. Field Music is the 
only other truly active corps in the state 
and also the spirit is high and the 
musical output remains superb.15 are 
active at parades and also at the bigger 
Connecticut musters . 

All Musical U nits Suffering 
The diminishing Ancient appearance 

at state parades is not unique here. 
Drum Corps have been vanishing in 
numbers for the past decade and there 
are no more than five or six units that 
remain as regular participants 
throughout a season. Much of this is ac
countable to competing interests such as 
sports and scouting which draw away 
youthful members from the musical 
organizations. Family interests and 
commitments represent another pro-

* Sec NEW JERSEY pg. 9 

COLONIAL UNIFORMS by the manufacturers of the 1784 uniforms cur
rently being worn by the 3rd U.S. Infantry (Old Guard), Continental Color 
Guard, Commander-in-Chief's guard and the Fife and Drum Corps. We pro
duce period uniforms of Presidential quality. For more information call or 
write: 

SHARON'S SPECIALTY SHOP 
224 North Main Street 
Cheboygan, MI 49721 

Tel. 616-627-5527 
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The Place To Go For 
Everything From A-Z In 

Percussion! 

Jazz Set AGo-Go Bells 
Bongoes 
Congas 
Drumsticks 
Excellen\ Tei,chers 
Finger Cymbals 
G lockenspiel 
H i-Hats 

Kott!'l Orum~ 
Latin Percussion 
Marimbas 

Rehearsal Space 
Sound Effects 
Tambourines 
Used Drums 
Vibraphones 
Wood Blocks 
Xylophones 
Your lnternsts 
Zildjian 

Nigeria (Talking Drums) 
No-No 

Instruction 

Only Percussion 
Plastic Covering 
011ica 

JC'S DRUM SHOP 
7510 Belair Rd 
Baltimore, MD 

(301) 661-7507 
• NEW JERSEY 

From pg. 8 
blem as o nly the hard core musicians 
give loyalty and priority tO their unit's 
schedules over personal activities. 
The booming growth in New Jersey has 
been primarily transient in definit ion so 
there is not a strong core of historical 
and patriotic interest here. 

Morristown, for instance, is a town 
which has as much patriotic heritage as 
any city in the country through its great 
Revolutionary War history. Yet the city 

Future Not Overly Bright 
Today the Ancient spirit remains high 

here fueled primarily by only two or 
three corps. 

As with corps all over the land, here 
in N.J . survival is the code. You never 
know when new members will appear 
out of the b lue, but your continued ex
posure at parades always seems to draw 
just enough to keep the unit going. A 
revival of patriotism could change all 
chat so we do our thing every year, have 
fun doing it and look forward to each 
new sea~ n. Tl ' · · ·· · 

Did You Know ..... 
... that the Swiss Federal Flag appearing 
in my column was known as the emblem 
o f Switzerland from the time of the 
Crusades. It is a square flag bearing a 
white Greek cross on a red field . A 
medieval chronicle describes Swiss 
soldiers marching out to fight oppressive 
rulers in 1339 wearing a distinguishing 
emblem, the sign o f the Holy Cross, and 
they showed their loyalty to the Holy 
Roman Empire. The Swiss Confedera
tion was formed on August I, 1291 . The 
symbol chosen to mark hospitals and 
ambulances where Christian armies 
fought, was the Swiss flag with its 
colors reversed, to make a red cross on 
a white field. The organization then 
came to be known as the Red Cross . 
.. . that in referring to the "Greeks", 
Machiavelli issued his "Art of War" in 
1521 and in this book he wrote about the 
ancient Greek method of using flu1es or 
fifes as a favored marching instrument. 
T he soothing tones of the flute or fife 
keep the troops cool and firm . Later, the 
famous Swiss soldiers adopted the idea 
of the fife added to the side drum, and 
are credited for its introduction into 
mi litary music in the I 300's. In 1386, 
their fife and drum corps served in the 
battle of Sempach. Wherever fighting 
led them, Swiss t roops fighting for 
Charles VIII, were a ttended by their 
fifes and drums, in his Italian expedi
tion. T hei r martial music spread with 
great rapidity, as the name Schweitzer 
Pfeiffe (Swiss pipe) in Germany (1528), 
Sweches grctc labours (Swiss drum) in 
England (1492) and Swische talburn 
(Swiss d rum) in Scotland {1533) prove I 

l'&f I . 1- n-'--• 
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Rcvol1111onary Wa, history. Yet the city fun doing it and look forward to each 
h 1 1 II d 

(Swissdrum)inScotland(l533)provc! 
o ds on y two sma para es a year - new season. The Ancient Spirit in New 

a children's Christmas parade and a late Jersey is alive and well, but its bearers The Swiss fife had an extremely narrow 
F

. , d bore and shrill sound, and the historian 
summer 1reman s para e. are not getting younger. Praetorius writing in 1618-1619 tells us 

SWITZER LANO 

1988 Marlborough Muster 
Held Under Sunny Skies 

By Scott Greenstreet 

Marlborough, CT-On September 
11, the srrains of the fife and drum 
returned to Blish Park on the shore of 
Lake Terramuggus in Marlborough CT 
for the 22nd Annual Marlborough 
Junior Ancient Fife & Drum Corps 
Muster. Unlike 1987, where steady rain 
forced almost every attending corps to 
perform under a makeshift tarp, the 
1988 muster presented almost per.feet 
weather - sunny, blue skies and 
temperatures that made for a fine fall 
muster day. 

This year's muster saw special thanks 
from the Marlborough Jupiors to 
Parent's Committee President Ralph 
Pemsel for his dedicated service to the 
corps over many years. A special dedica
tion in memoriam was announced for 
Dave Boddie, who was the Marlborough 
Junior's master of ceremonies for many 
years and considered the Marlborough 
Muster one of his favorite. 

Stepping off at 1 :00 p.m. from Pet
tengill Road, thirteen fife & drum corps 
hailing from Connecticut, Massachu
setts and New York headed down North 
Main Street and Lake Road to Blish 
Park to begin the muster. Besides the 
host corps, the line-up included: the 
Connecticut Colonials, Milford 
Volunteers, Olde Ripton, Yankee 
Tunesmiths, Windsor Fife & Drum, 
Middlesex County Volunteers, 
Adamsville Ancients, Minutemen of 
Long Island, Nathan Hale, East Hamp
ton Fifes & Drums and the Ancient 
Mariners. 

Buzz Allen ably handled the announ
cing chores this year with the help of the 
Marlborough Junior's Business 
Manager Kathy Plona, with ribbon 
presentation duties going to 

Marlborough Drum Major Jennifer 
Plona. Little did Jennifer know that cer
tain adults of the Parent's Committee 
has been plotting against her since at 
least the Westbrook Muster - probably 
for making it down to Westbrook in 
record time. 

While at the Westbrook Muster, cer
tain unnamed individuals representing 
the Marlborough Juniors requested that 
the Mariners kindly introduce their 
drum major to the cool waters of Lake 
Terramuggus after being presented with 
their muster ribbon - preferably while 
she was in full uniform. Thinking that 
there must be good reason behind this 
strange request, the Mariners readily 
agreed. However, while being presented 
with their muster ribbon by fair Jennifer 
at the muster, the Mariners mistakenly 
tackled their own drum major and the 
shockwave from their cannon blast 
knocked most of the fifers to the 
ground, stunning them. After finally 
capturing Jennifer and proceeding to 
carry her to the water's edge, her cap
tors inexplicably took pity on her when 
she pleaded that she did not have any 
dry clothes. Certain unnamed in
dividuals informed the Mariners later 
"dry clothes, so what? Jennifer lives a 
very, very short distance from the 
muster field". Whereupon the Mariners 
promised that they would not fail at the 
1989 Marlborough Muster, Bripg extra 
dry clothes in 1989, Jennifer ... 

If you have never been to one of the 
better smaller musters around, plan to 
attend the 1989 Marlborough Muster on 
the shores of Lake Terramuggus. The 
Marlborough Juniors know how to put 
on a muster. 

that in his time its fingering differed 
slightly from other flutes . 
. . . that there still exists Drum Marches of Swiss mercenary troops in the French 
service up to 1830, the service of the Pope up to 1859 and service to the Sicilian 
Kings prior to 1860. Swiss drummers were strongly innuenced by the French. 
For instance, the "Retreat of Marguery Pere" was composed and p layed by 
French drummers at the coronation of Napoleon I, in 1804. The Swiss then 
added variations to the "Retreat" played by drummers of the Old Custom Guard 
and Bas'el Regimental Drums. 
... that the town of Basel boasts of no less than 2,000 drummers in a town of 
approximately 150,000 population and thereby keeps Ancient drumming (Swiss 
style) very much alive. 
... that in the Swiss Regiments, drummers have used the double drag for over 
200 years as a "Reveille" signal and the open flam is called a "charge" stroke! 
. .. that the Swiss band "La Landwehr de Fribourg" was founded in 1804 and 
is the official band of the State and the City of Fribourg, Switzerland. It has 
85 musicians and an added 25 member drum corps. In Swiss history, "Land
wehr de Fribourg" led troops onto the battlefields of Europe. This band 
recently played at Disney World and Epcot on October 27 and 28, I 988 wear
ing uniforms whose origins date back until 1858. 
... Switzerland was not lacking in drum masters and teachers,-Severin 1865; 
Dornay and Krug, 1870's. Dornay who was in the French service for many years 
was the teacher of Krug. "H. KRUG", 1841-1907 was the most important drum 
instructor in his time in Basel. He composed three drum marches that are still 
drummed today: "Buren, Walliser and Marmeli". Below is the way H. KRUG 
arranged the drum beat for Marmeli in old Swiss notation! 
Immediately following is the "Berger rendition of Marmeli, the drum notation 
the Swiss use today! Right hand plays above line,-lcft hand plays below line, 
and notes with a "vertical dash" above it are flams! Dr. Fritz R. Berger was 
Drum Major of the Old Custom Guard, Basel Regimental Drums and Drum 
Inspector of the Swiss Army! 

Mar1neli 

P.S. I've been asked if H. KRUG was 
a distant relative of mine. I really don't 
know, but I would be honored if he 

II. Krllg 

were! 
P .S.S. How about the letters on this Massachusetts license plate? 
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SOUTHLAID !ICIEITS 
&,· Ann M. Feder 

By Ann M. Feder 
Alexandria, Virginia 's 17th Scottish 

Christmas Walk welcomed back t he 
NewArk Colonials Fife & Drum Corps 
from Newark, Delaware, and the 
Patowmack Ancients Fife & Drums 
Corps of Vienna, Virginia, two veteran 
participants in the annual event 
high lighting that city's Colonial foun
ding by the Scots. Following the parade 
and ceremonies at Courthouse Square, 
1he fife & drum corps then added to 
!heir function the duties of "crowd con
trol", forming a cordon for the orderly 
departure of the pipe bands from the 
Square! 

The Patowmack Ancients held their 
Annual Meeting in October and 
reelected all but two of the exising Ex
ecutive Board. They are: Ann Feder, 
Director; Sabra Flaherty, Business 
Manager; Sherri Moser, Secretary; and 

Cathy Amburgey, Treasurer. New 
mc111bers of the Board are Quarter
master Bill Rowlett and Musick Master 
Ross Andrews.• The performing 
members then reelected Kacky Rowlett 
to represent their interests on the Board. 
Outgoing Quartermaster Bonnie White 
and Musick Master Sonja Naylor An
drews were given a vote of thanks. 

When the Patowmack Ancients went 
to Estes Park, Colorado, it was like· 
"old home week"- they were greeted at 
the Denver airport by Joyce Lee, a 
"founding mother" of the Corps, and 
on Saturday at the Scottish Tattoo, who 
should be there but thei r former fife in
structor, Rick Klimowicz. A nostalgic 
time was had by all , and then the Corps 
went on the field to do him proud. The 
Corps has just learned that it has been 
invited to return to Estes Park in 1989. 

Rick Klimowicz is reunited with his former students, Amanda Hoxworth, Denise 
Amburgey, Sabra Flaherty and Kathy Revilla of lhe Patowmack Ancients al 
Scottish Tattoo in Estes Park, Colorado. Photo by Ann Feder 

It Happened Again: Third European Muster 

themselves with a muster ribbon, Com
pany President Frank Orsini was called 
on stand at the end of their presentation 
and given a ribbon to take back to the 
U.S. lt was a proud moment for the 
organizers to have him in attendance. 
Along with his words of thanks he also 
recited the Company prayer. , 

First of the guests on stand, the Com
monwealth Ancients had everyone with 
their ears perked as they brought forth 
rare Ancient melodics from their area of 
western Pennsylvania. Except of course 
for "Huntington" , which happens to 
have been written by their lead fifer, 

-Colin Sterne, and the Long Roll, ably 
demonstrated by Jim Smith. 

As with all corps present, when finish
ed playing, besides the traditional 
muster ribbon, the host corp presented 
them with a D.R.U.M. deed and Men
don Bannock figurines, created and
made by Lara and Hugo Bock. They 
were also presented with a pewter mug 
by the muster's sponsor Mr. Wollny, 
and the city of Lugano. 

And what would a European Muster 
be without the Swiss Colonials? As they 
marched on and played, the question 
was raised if maybe they aren't becom
ing Switzerland's answer to the Creek. 
At any rate, they certainly don't lack en
thusiam on or off the stand, and it's 
made them a favorite of the Lugano 
public. 

A happy surprise followed as the Wild 
Bunch FDC from Basel, came on. This 
group is the newest to join the ranks of 
the European corps. The high quality of 
execution they demonstrated makes us 
proud to have them as fellow Ancients. 

Stand presentations concluded with 
some wonderfully precise yet rollicking 
selections by the Kentish Guards. Again, 
all done on silent command. Their 
maneuvering going on and off the stand 
and sovereign command of all they did 
while there brought them the loudest 
and longest applause of the evening. 

After that it was time to jollify and 
the Circle of Friendship was begun by 
the muster's F-Troop, "The Half-fast 
Marching Band". Composed of fifers 
Maria Vittola and Skip Healy, and 
drummers Ken Lemley, Walter Sprance, 
and Frank Orsini, they put on their own 
little concert before others joined in. 

Since the muster has become increas
ingly popular, it was not difficult to get 
permission from the city police to extend 
the jollification until 12:30 am this year. 
Needless to say, playing continued right 
to the last minute with Ken Lemley, 
John O'Neill, Marcel Giger, and Mike 
Quinn tapping off the tunes . 

Next morning, the informal concer t 
was highlighted by the appearance of 
Skip Healy who kept everyone happy 
with solo selections on fife, whistle, and 
Irish flute. Corps then adjourned to the 
Argentina Bar for drinks and snacks 
before lunch. 

As in past years, noontime marked 
the end of formal activities but the city 
was open for impromptu parading and 
jollifying all day long. 

Things began to wind down and were 
brought full circle in the early evening 
by you-know-who, fifing in the 
breakdown lane again with the theme 
from the Popeye cartoons. (Although 
the Sheryka, Bernier, Corbett fife trio 
will have to be credited with the last ap
pearance of the festivities.) 

In summing up, the most appropriate 
words seem to be the same ones that 
closed last year's European Muster 
report: "It happened again!" And once 
more there is every indication that it will 

Returning to Europe and somewhat 
more numerous this year was the Sud
bury Ancient Fyfe and Drum Com
panies. Again, everyone was alert for 
the melodies of not-too-often-heard 
tunes, and Dan Moylan, besides being 
known in Europe by his green dog-ear 
cap, was surely the only fifing drummer '-----------------..JJB~v M.iue,•ll-llotw.11a11-_____________ ._:.:,.._.._._..:...._ __ ....:..,_ __________________________ = ..._-..I keep happening too. 



 

uropean 
By Miney Hourigan 

Every year il is said of every suc
cessful muster, "It couldn't have been 
better". So this year the European 
Muster will jump on the bandwagon 
with everyone else. And really, it 
couldn't have: three American and three 
Swiss corps raring to go, picture-perfect 
weather, and the Ancient Spirit. An 
unbeatable formula to which the city of 
Lugano, Switzerland, fully succumbed. 
The anticipation and excitement of 
muster day seems to run a bit higher 
here each year. 

American corps arrived Friday, 
August 26, at noon and soon everyone 
was housed in the civil defense shelter 
or hotels. Sleeping off jet-lag and being 
a tourist in Europe take time so no for
mal events were planned for U.S. 
visitors until the muster itself on Satur
day evening. 

The nice weather permitted the muster 
supper to be served outside at Jacky 
Leuzingaer's Ristorante Modemo where 
a pre-parade jollification took place 
after Chris Lussier's call-to-arms with 
the Woody Woodpecker theme. 
Although the short parade route was not 
well-populated, the muster site, 
Lugano's main square, was so full of 
spectators that host corp Mendon Ban
nock Drum Band had difficulty open
ing up a way to the stand. As the Ken
tish Guards entered the muster area they 
took the opportunity to show their stuff 
and following the silent commands of 
Drum Major Richard Palmer trooped 

The Cullen 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

135 Chun:h St., Guilford, CT 06437 
William M. Kinnare, President 

the host corp in salute. Which of course 
had the Lugano public wide-eyed and 
clapping with delight. 

Opening ceremonies followed, during 
which Messrs. Demetrio Poggioli, 
repre~enting the city of Lugano, Mauro 
Zoppi from the tourist bureau, and 
Jurgen Wollny, of the Macelleria 
Equina, the muster's official sponsor, 
were each presented with a D.R.U.M. 
deed for land at the new museum. 
Without the help of these three men the 
European Muster just wouldn't be. And 
tricorns off to Mr. Wollny who has 
already pledged his support for next 
year! 

It was then requested of Company 
members present that they take a few 
moments during the evening to reflect 
upon the memory of one of the muster's 
biggest supporters who, ironically 
enough, never made it to Europe to be 
with us: David Boddie. 

The host corp's stand pieces includ
ed two new medlies and a fife duet 
played by Larissa and Patrik Bock, son 
and <laugher of MBDB bass drummer 
Hugo Bock. Their impressive showing, 
along with the fifers from all three Swiss 
corps in attendance, proved that the 
long hours everyone has been able to 
spend with instructor Skip Healy have· 
paid off. Also spied among the flags and 
high straw hats were Luisa and Brian 
Quinn, childre·n of snare drummer Mike 
Quinn, marching in their first muster. 

Since the hosts can't very well present 

PRESENTS 
AUTHENTIC 

Fife and Drum Corps Hats 
For the finest quality headwear 

you can buy. Call or write 

known in Europe by his green dog-ear 
cap, was surely the only fifing drummer 
in attendance. 

more l ere 1s every Ill 1cat1on t at 1t w1 
keep happening too. 

,1 I 
Company President, Frank Orsini is welcomed onto the stand at the Third European 
Muster, by Mauro Zoppi of the Lugano Tourist council (left) and Mike Quinn of 
the host corps, Mendon Bannock Drum Band (right). Photo by Gon_eila, Lugano 

NYC St. Patrick's Day Activities-March 17-18 
The Committee planning the St. 

Patrick's Day Parade and encampment 
on historic Governor's Island, off lower 
Manhattan, is seeking authentically 
uniformed Federal musicians to portray 
an Irish Brigade contingent. Marching 
for 3rd consecutive year in the 228th edi
tion of the largest parade in the Free 
World, troops will drill, lodge and dine 
in the shadow of 1803 Fort Jay on the 
island, a Coast Guard facility today. Ac
tivities planned include the parade up 

5th Avenue, living history, formal in
spection by the Coast Guard command, 
lectures, a walking tour, formal dinner, 
wreath laying at graves of Irish Brigade 
soldiers. REGIMENTAL BAND, 
FIFERS AND DRUMMERS PAR
TICULARLY WANTED. By invitation 
only, $3 registration fee, ribbons to par
ticipants. For more info, contact 
CHUCK SPEIERL, RD 2 Box 633, 
Hampton, NJ 08827, 201-537-2893 
weeknights. 

SWEETHEART 
FLUTE CO. 

32 So. Maple St. 
Enfield CT. 06082 

Barouque and "Irish" Flutes 
Fifes, Flageolettes, Tabor 

Pipes and Tin Whistles ornce: 203-453-48~9 
Home: 203-421-4636 

(201) 371-9100 1439 Springfield Ave., Irvington, N.J. 07111 Write for brocbure and/or an1ique nu1e Ii.st , 



 

,. 

The Ancient Times Winter, 1988-89, Page I I 

Martial Music At Gettysburg-1988 Vermont Muster Well Attended 
By Jerry Heermans 

By Scott Greenstreet The I 25th Anniversary of the Battle "Troop the Line", or parade back and 
of Gettysburg involved some 10,000 to forth once each direction in front o f the Montpelier, VT.-The 1988 Vermont Chester Drum Corps, 18th Connecticut 12,000 re-enactors during late June of entire mustered Battalion of over 1,000 Muster, co-sponsored every year by the Regiment Ancients, 1st New Hampshire this year (1988). Varying reports list the men. Due to the previously mentioned Green Mountain Regiment of Mont- Fifes & Drums, Village Volunteers, number of spectators from 40,000 to necessity of keeping things simple, we pelier, Vermont and Hanaford's Milford Volunteers, Spirit of '76 Fifes 75,000. Among the foreign countries played only four tunes: "Yankee Volunteers from Underhill, Vermont on & Drums, Westbrook Drum Corps, known to have sent participants in the Doodle", "John Brown's Body", "Girl August 6 brought together over 20 fife Patowmack Ancients, Samuel Com-re-enaction as well as spectators are I Left Behind Me", and the "Old 1812 and drum corps hailing from at least stock, !st Michigan Colonials, Connec-Canada, Great Britain, and West Ger- Quickstep", repeating these as seven states over a wide area of the ticut Colonials, Adamsville Ancients, many. This could very well have been necessary. In general, the comments eastern seaboard and midwest. This Marlborough Junior Ancients, Old Rip-the biggest re-enactment involving any received were quite favorable. However, year's muster was held on the front lawn ton Fifes & Drums, Middlesex County North American activity, let alone the one of the troops mentioned being tired of the Vermont State Capitol in Volunteers, 1st New Market Militia Co. Civil War. Needless to say, martial of hearing "Yankee Doodle" so fre- downtown Montpelier after a parade with a solid F-Troop taking the street at music from fifes, drums, bugles, and quently. This writer managed to pacify from the Masonic Memorial parking lot the end of the parade consisting of two brass bands was frequently heard (???) said soldier with the famous legend down Main Street and State Street to the former members of the Old Guard and during the day and night from June 23rd about General Grant saying that he grounds of the State Capitol. current members of the Sailing Masters, through June 26th. knew two tunes: one was "Yankee The weather was, for the most, partly Connecticut Blues, Ancient Mariners Reveille was sounded at 5 A.M. by Doodle", and the other one wasn't! sunny for the weekend with periods of and other corps that escape the memory bugle, and was later followed by More on the Camp Chase Fifes & clouds, heavy heat and humidity and a of this correspondent. Of course, the F-sporadic efforts from fifes & drums. Drums, based on data supplied by Nicky good soaking rainfall on Saturday night. Troop taking the muster field was great-various efforts to coordinate the music Hughes. Most of the members belong to Many drum corps campers coming Jy expanded. in the Union Army camp generally "Thomas' Mudsills" also known as the north on Friday afternoon reported ex- The feature corps for this year's failed to achieve the desired results. 5th Kentucky Infantry. This i s the tremely heavy rain and thundershowers muster was The Old Guard Fife & Drum Much of this was due to indifference largest Union living history organization south of Montpelier. Thunder could Corps. At the Vermont Muster with a from higher echelon officers that were, in the Midwest, and the Corps is nor- also be clearly heard Friday afternoon full contingent, the Old Guard took the all too often, ignorant of the role of the mally an ached to that unit at re- at the muster camping area located at field by storm with another of their now F ield Music, and this showed on the bat- enactments. The Corps frequently per- Montpelier High School. The rain famous crack performances of fife & tie field as well as in camp. This problem forms as Confederates as well, often Saturday night arrived with such sud- drum music and precision drill. was also found in the Confederate working with the "Jeff Davis Rifles" in deness that many of the people that had Handling the announcing chores for camp. (As a matter of fact, this humble that guise. The Corps also performs in- left cars and tents open to cool off from the day was The Company's Musters scribe has been advised by many sources dependently at concerts and living the afternoon's oppressive heat and Committee Chairman Mo Schoos and that this same problem has been a bone history events. It was the core of the humidity, while at the jollification wife Eleanor, assisted by member of of contention at numerous re-enact- Field Music at the U.S. Park Service's across the street at the Brown & Johnson both the Green Mountain Regiment and ments, Civil War and otherwise.) One living history event at Gettysburg last V .F. W. Post No. 792, returned to find Hanaford's Volunteers. of the results was that, often, some July (after the ballle re-enactment). the insides of their tents and vehicles Following the conclusion of the leading musicians would a11end morn- Other participating musicians came soaking wet. Although many people muster returned 10 the Brown & ing Company and Battalion drills as from Virginia and Minnesota, as well as back at the camping area did their best Johnson V.F. W. Post No. 792 for what field musicians, but during the after- other areas. Most of the Camp Chase to close open cars and tents, those with has to be one of the be11er post muster noon battle sequences they served in the musicians are from Ohio, but some live power windows and the like were out of meals around - a wide variety of food infantry ranks: this way they avoided in Kentucky, Indiana, and other near- luck. and Jots of it, along with the usual liba-being "cast aside" during the most im- by states. They attempt to portray All of this prompted Dave Allen of tions. The V.F.W. Post was also the portant activity of the day. To the best typical army field musicians, regardless the Middlesex County Volunteers the ideal location for the traditional of my knowledge, music in the Union of whether blue or gray uniforms arc next morning to organize a "no .m.:.:o::.r.:_e _ _:j~o:::ll::,:ili~•e:;:a:;_l:;_io:.:n:.:·_:l..:o::.:1,:~,::o::.f.:.ro:::_o:::_m:::_:f~o::,r./,j.::,am::.::;m:.::i:.::n:!s"--__: ..... -..;:.1--...;i L. .... ..____:c~a~11~1e_;,~v,~·1\~,1£CC~o~m!!.£~li~\l~1c~d!..!lb:LJt~h~c~C~an~1!.2.._ ~,~vo~1unL.~UlW~J..,;v~iLUu~awlllil..l~~-....i.11.1.1·.1.:..._ !ll.l.1.1....ulill· .... _.....,""--"W.l~b-nulai.1~ 
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, t n n o w 1crlwr uc or gray um or1m m·c next morning to organize a "no more jollification. Lots of room for jamming camp was accomplished by the Camp worn. At present, virtually their entire rain" Indian dance which quickly at- and visiting with friends - and right Chase Fifes & Drums under Drum Ma- repertoire is taken from the Bruce & tracted the attention of the younger and across the road from the muster camp-jor Nicky Hughes. On the other side, a Emmett 1862 manual for drummers & smaller drum corps fans on hand. Soon ing area. Post No. 792 hospitality and Field Music Corps was organized by fifers, and this humble scribe will a11es1 Dave had a good sized crew going at it assistance was greatly appreciated. The George P. Carroll, Staff Music Officer that they do a magnificent job. Perfor- with enthusiastic glee. The heat and Green Mountain Regiment and Hana-for the Confederate Army, but with pro- mance as a completely functional Field humidity also produced at least two heat ford's Volunteers also had special blems (and frustrations) comparable to Music corps is their ultimate goal, related casualites within fife & drum thanks for Norwich University for those in the Union camp. Another pro- whether in camp or in the field. corps playing on stand or about to go quartering the Old Guard d11ring the blem in both camps was the number of It has been proposed that an on stand. but because of the ready Vermont Muster. bo~s assigned 10 the Field Music because organization for Civil War Field Musi- availability of other drum corps people Despite the rain shower on Saturday they were too young to carry a musket, cians be formed, with some of the goals who are trained E.M.T.'s, including night and the heat, it seemed everyone often with little {if any) basic rudimen- being to standardize the music for Civil Mariner fifer and Waterbury, Coonce- was glad they went. The Vermont tal instruction. Therefore, needless to War re-enactments, compile a roster of ticut Deputy Fire Chief Marty Groody Muster is one of the finer musters on the say, things had to be kept simple for CW musiciaqs for reference and con- and the quick response of the Mont- circuit today. If you have never gone most purposes. tact, and provide a national resource of pelier Fire E.M.T. crew, the two in- before, make a point to attend in 1989. One ceremonial function this writer knowledgeable instructos and con- dividuals afflicted were in good hands No matter which site the muster is held h · f h sultants where assistance of all kinds and quickly began to feel better. on, rest assured that you will be well 

participated in was t e massmg o t e Field Musicians of the First Battalion may be obtained. Among the corps participating in the taken care of - and you will have a • • Ch k Other AT readers may have other parade and muster besides the two host good time. under Principal Mus1c1an uc 
1 • d material to offer on this event and topics corps were: the Junior Colonials, Speier!. The Battalion Colone issue covered, and it is hoped that they will orders for the Massed Field Music to 

write in with same. 

The Camp Chase Fifes and Drums at Gettysburg in 1988. 
Photo courtesy Jerry Heermans 

We are Manuracturers or Band Uniforms With Over 20 Years Espawacc 
and Can Duplicate Any and All S tyles of Drum Corps Uniforms M••■fac:
tured from Basic Uniform Fabrics. ~nd Us a Sample Unifon9 UNI We will 
Gladly Submit a Wrillen Price Quote, Material Swatches alld Ddiveries 
Without Any Commitmtnl on Your Parl. 

UNIFORM WORLD MARCHING, INC. 
1271 Bay Street 

Staten Island, NY 10305 

Young Colonials First Muster 
A Success 

Carmel, N .Y .-The date was August 
19, the place, Putnam County Park, the 
weather was beautiful, ideal for a 
muster and the Young Colonials were 
preparing to host their first muster, 
always a frightening experience. Would 
the corps show? Would they be happy 
about the hospitality and the facilities? 
Would the weatherman cooperate? With 
Guss Cuccia as Muster MaMer, "Have 
no fear-Gus is here". 

Early on Friday the campers began ar
riving and by evening the choice spots 
near the activities were gone. That even
ing's activity was to feature a Tattoo 
with three visiting corps providing the 
music, but as it so often happens, 
because of work schedules and heavy 
traffic, none of the scheduled corps ar
rived on time. The Young Colonials 
came to the rescue and presented an 
outstanding program of the type that led 
them to win both the New York and the 
Connecticut State Championships. As 
they were about to leave the stand Tom 
Connolly's Union Brigade, one of the 

corps scheduled for the Tattoo arrived 
and took the stand. Tom's gang had put 
together the night before, a medley as 
a tribute to Gus Cuccia a long time 
railroad employee. The medley con
sisted of all railroad songs from "I've 
Been Working on the Railroad" to 
"Chattanooga Choo-Choo. A muster 
novelty which was well applauded by all. 
Following the two corps' performances, 
Putnam County park shook with the 
sounds of the Jollification which lasted 
until curfew. 

On Saturday, the day of the muster, 
16 corps (of the 21 registered) and the 
ever present "F Troop" took part in the 
very enjoyable parade and muster. The 
weather was a little threatening so to be 
safe, the muster stand was moved a few 
hundred yards to be near the giant 
pavillion in the event that the rains 
came, but the sun held out. Following 
a very short pre-muster parade, the 

See YOUNG COLONJALS pg. 12 
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Ancients Activities Calendar 

Jan. 14- EAST GREENBUSH, N. Y.- Spirit of '76 Fyfe and Drum Corps, Hol
ly Jolly Muster and parade. By INVlTA TION ONLY. Contact: Charles 
G. Alonge, Jr., Box 404, RD #1, Nassau, New York 12123. Tel. (518) 
766-3085. 

Feb. 18-IVORYTON, CT .-General meeting of The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers, 2 P.M. Headquarters/Museum Building, 62 North Main 
Street, lvoryton, CT. 

Feb. 25-MILFORD, CT-25th Reunion, Milford Volunteers Fife and Drum 
Corps-Former members contact Lee D' Amico, 49 Meeting House La., 
Milford, CT 06460. Tel. (203) 878-0123. 

April 15-IVORYTON, CT .-Annual Meeting and Election of Officers of The 
Company of Fifers and Drummers. 2 P.M. at Headquarters and Museum 
Building, 6'2 North Main Street, lvoryton, CT. 

May 19-21-LEWISBURG, W.V.-Andrew Lewis Volunteers Fife and Drum 
Corps will host their first muster with t he help of the Lewisburg Visitors 
and Convention Bureau, to be held in the Historic District of Lewisburg. 
A full weekend muster is planned with space for tents and motor homes. 
A country break fast will be provided on Saturday and Sunday as well as 
dinner after the muster and refreshments for the early arrivals on Friday 
night. Contact: Howard L. Schoonmaker, Box 188, Hartsook Road, Clin
tonville, WV 24928. 

June ti- MILFORD, CT- Company of Fifers and Drummers fundraiser
Parade, Sunday, I P.M., 1.9 miles long, to celebrate the 350th birthday 
of Milford, CT. Limited to JO corps willing to donate their services in 
exchange for a contribution given by the city, to the Museum Fund in 
each participating corps' name. Contact: Geri Iliff, 99 Morning Mist Road, 
Milford, CT 06460. 

June 17-IVORYTON, CT-Second Annual Junior Activities Day. A fun day 
for Juniors-games, contests, prizes, jollification, food, refreshments. 
Contact: Ernie Kiburis, (718) 845-3133 or Anne O'Malley, (516) 795-8648. 

July 14-15-DEEP RIVER, CT.-Deep River Ancient Muster. Tattoo, 7 P.M. 
Friday evening, Devitt's Field. Parade Saturday at 12 noon with muster 
following. This is an open muster with all corps welcome. CAMPING 
IS LIMITED TO O~T OF STATE CORPS ONLY. Contact: Ci11dy 

Ancient Times 
P.O. Box 525 
Jvoryton, CT 06442 

CHECK YOUR LABEL 
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HAS EXPIRED 

To round out their corps, they recruited 
Dominic Cuccia on Snare, Kathy Cuccia 
on Fife and Germantown's "Big John" 
on the bass, much to the surprise of the . 
spectators. After a great performance 
the muster was closed by "F Troop". 
It was a good afternoon, the rain held 
off, even until after the evening 
jollification. 

A fine catered chicken dinner was en
joyed but one cannot help but feel sorry 
for the host corps that had to pay for 
the dinners that were ordered for the 
five corps that did not show nor let the 
host know that they had cancelled. A lit
tle courtesy would have saved the host 
corps quite a few dollars. 

A first at any muster to this writer's 
recollection was the presentation by the 
Union Brigade of citations from the 
Massachusetts House of Represei:itatives _ 

Non-profi1 Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
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Permi1 No. 336 
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RE-SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

and the State Senate to the Young Col
onials. To help defray the cost of the 
muster, the Young Colonials held a 
50-50 raffle which was won by Fife 
maker Ed Ferrary. 

At the end of the day, while the 
jollification was in full swing, one of the 
muster committeemen was heard to say 
"Boy, I'm glad this is over, I never 
realized how much there is to putting a 
muster together, I hope it was a 
success". 

An often heard remark from those 
who have enjoyed many musters but 
have never been involved in the plann
ing and staging of one. Well, it was a 
success, and the Young Colonials are 
planning to hold another in 1989, THE 
NATIONAL MUSTER on August 
18-20. Plan now to be there. 



 

\. IS LIMITED TO OUT OF STATE CORPS ONLY. Contact: Ciudy 
Kehoe, 63 Castle Heights, Deep River, CT 06417. 

July 30- LONDON, ENGLAND-International Muster hosted by First 
Michigan and the Corps of Drums of the Honourable Artillery Company 
of London. This is by INVITATION ONLY and limited to six American 
corps. Contact: Mark Logsdon, 39425 Della Rosa, Sterling Heights, MI 
48078. 

Aug. 4-6-CAMDEN, NY-Camden Continentals Muster. This is an open 
muster. Contact: Jeff Waterman, 9549 Harden Blvd., Camden, NY 13316. 
Tel. (315) 245-0720. 

Aug. 18-20-CARMEL, NV-Young Colonials Fife and Drum Corps spon
soring the NATIONAL MUSTER at Putnam County Park. All Company 
of Fifers and Drummers member corps are invited, camping. Contact: 
Gus Cuccia, RD 2, Box 12, Dover Plains, NY 12522. 

Aug. 19-20-LUGANO, SWITZERLAND-Fourth European Muster in 
Lugano, Switzerland, hosted by the Mendon Bannock Drum Band. Con
tact: Mike Quinn, 6967 Dino, Switzerland. Tel. 00141-91-911239. 

Aug, 26-WESTBROOK, CL-Westbrook Drum Corps' 30th Annual Muster 
and parade. Friday evening tattoo August 25 at 7:30, parade Saturday 
at 11 :00 AM sharp! Muster to follow on Ted Lane Field. This is by IN
VITATION ONLY. Contact: Dodie McGrath, 1146 Old Clinton Road, 
Westbrook, CT 06498. Tel. (203) 399-6436. 

Sept. 30-SUDBURY, MA- Sudbury Ancient Fyfe and Drum Companie, Sud
bury Colonial Fair and Invitational Muster. (Rain date, Oct. I) to be held 
at Longfellow's Wayside Inn, Rt. 20, Sudbury, MA. All day events, starts 
at I PM. This is by INVITATION ONLY. Contact: Dan Moylan, 
Fyfemaster, 26 Bowditch Road, Sudbury, MA 01776. Tel. (508) 443-9123. 

Oct. 7-IVORYTON, CT-Jaybirds Day at Company Headquarters/ Museum, 
62 North Main St., lvoryton, CT. Contact: Ed Olsen, Horse Hill, 
Westbrook, CT. Tel. (203) 399-6519. 

Oct.-MILFORD CT.-Milford Volunteers Muster- Date to be announced. 
Contact: Lee D' Amico, 49 Meeting House La., Milford, CT 06460. Tel. 
(203) 878-0 I 23. 

•"***Additional information for The Ancients Activities Calendar should be 
sent to Geri l lliff, 99 Morning Mist Road, Milford, CT 06460. Tel (203) 
878-1587. Please try to give the type of event, date, place, time and·spon
sor of the event, the name of the contact person and any ottler pertinent 
information for a complete listing.••••• ' 

* YOUNG COLONIALS 
From pg. 11 
Young Colonials took the stand to open 
the muster with the National Anthem 
after_ which The Company president 
Frank Orsini read the The Company 
Prayer. 

The first guest corps to perform was 
the Union Brigade of Massachusetts 
followed by the Westbrook Drum Corps 
of Connecticut, the New Jersey Field 
Music, the Yankee Tunesmiths of New 
York, Windsor F & D from Connecti
cut, the New York Ancients, St. 

Benedicts of New York, the German
town Ancients of Connectil:ut, the 
Junior Colonials · of Connecticut, the 
Colonials of Bethpage, New York, the 
Connecticut Rebels, the O.H. Booth 
Hose F &jDt::orps of New York, the 
Adamsville A:ncients of New York, a 
new corps, the Spirit of Freedom of New 
York, and to close the show, the Charles 
Dickerson Field Music who through 
some misunder'standing within the 
corps, attended in small numbers with 
only two or three having their,uniforms. 

Dave Allen, son of Buzz Allen and 
member of the Westbrook D.C. leading 
some children in the "Anti-Rain 
Dance" in Montpelier, VT. He said, "If 
it's overdone, it works in reverse." We 
guess that ii was overdone because there 
was a severe thunderstorm and heavy 
rains within hours of his dance. 

Photo by Dodie McGrath 

Ott, New Building 
Manager 

The task of coordinating the many 
and varied projects at company head
quarters has been placed in the capable 
hands of Norm Ott, veteran member of 
the Ancient Mariners. 

Ott became manager in October after 
the resignation of Joe Franklin, who 
had served in the position for the past 
year. Joe took over after Don Young 
had suffered a massive stroke. Don is 
presently recovering at home. 

A priority list of over fifty projects 
has been drawn up and work has been 
started on many of them. 

Work on the main kitchen will include 

In anticipation of the big day, "Aunt" 
Alice Barto displays the king sized· 
Afghan she knitted, especially, as a prize 
to be awarded at the Oct. 1st Jaybird 
Day raffle. And if you don't trunk a lot 
of hours went into this labor of love, 
you don't .know nuttin' about knitlin'. 

Photo by Ed Olsen 

the construction of a "dumbwaiter" to 
transport food and dishes to the service 
kitchen on the main floor. Upon com
pletion, this efficient set-up wilt allow 
the Company to run suppers and special 
functions in the main hall as an extra 
source of income. 

Norm is seeking the assistance of 
volunteers who are willing to devote 
time to some of the many projects. The 
need is great and the variety is 
endless ... everything from carpentry and 
plumbing to sewing and gardening. 

If you have the time ... we have the 
job! 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 

NAME _______________ _____ _ 

ADDRESS ____ ______________ _ 

CITY _ _______ STATE _____ ZIP ___ _ _ 

LIST ANY DRUM CORPS YOU ARE, OR HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH 

LIST MUSICAL INSTRUMENT YOU HA VE PLAYED 

Make check or money order for $IO. 00 payable to The Company of Fifers & Drum
mers, Inc. and mail along with this application to: Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 
525, /voryton, CT 06442.lncludes subscription to Ancient Times. 

Overseas Applicants Add $9.00 For Postage And Handling A.T. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE ANCIENT TIMES 

Working In The Shadows 
The Music Committee 

One of the most productive commit- the Committee changed from time to 
tees in The Company of Fifers and time depending on the project that was 
Drummers is the Music Committee that underway. Many, many individuals 
works in the background and whose ac- have been called upon to lend their 
complishments are sometimes over- knowledge and expertise. 
looked. With the death of Mike Chioda in 

The primary goal of The Company is January 1982, the present Chairman, 
the preservation of early American Alfred "Duke" Terrerri has headed the 
martial music. Thus from the very Committee. 
outset in 1965, the Music Committee has Past accomplishments have been two 
researched and sought out in great depth music pamphlets with 22 tunes and 
the music that depicts the Ancient style drum parts, Volumes one and two of 
field music. The Company Music Book, with a total 

The Committee, from its inception, of 250 tunes with drum beats, 24 "stock 
realized a problem, this being the lack beats", duets, quartets and drum solos 
of published drum music. Books with for both snare and bass drum and also 
fife music were available but hardly any Swiss and French beats. Many fife tunes 
included drum parts. The few drum are in two, three and four part harmony. 
books from the 18th and 19th century In 1981, the Committee published a 
used a different type of musical notation book with three Camp Duties -
which is difficult to interpret, and the Ashworth's, Bruce and Emmett's and 
beats are rather "simple and open". T he Strube's, along with a 90 minute cassette 
Bruce and Emmett book, "The Drum- recording. 
mcrs and Fifers Guide" (1862) and the Another accomplishment was the 
G .A. Strube book, "The Drum and Fife publishing of a book of dirges, funeral 
Instructor" (1869) are the exceptions. marches, church hymns and spirituals. 
They used modern musical notations This book is appropriately named "The 
and did assign drum parts to the many Muffled Drum". 

Early American Martial Music'' 
JANUARY, 1989 

The Company Of Fifers And Drummers 
Acquires Copyrights For 

"The Sturtze Drum Instructor" 
Music Committee Chairman, Duke 

Terrerri, is pleased and very thankful 
that through special arrangements with 
Mrs. Earl Sturtze, T he Company of 
Fifers and Drummers has acquired the 
copyrights for "The Sturtze Drum In
structor" and the Music Committee is 
in the process of preparing the book for 
publication. 

This book, written by a man referred 
to as "the Dean of American drumming 
instructors" is a 178 page, 8 ½"x 11" 
book," designed to aid in bringing 
about the mastery of the two elements 
of musiciansh ip, "reading", and 
"performing'' . 

Written in five sections, the first three 
are devoted to orchestra and band 
drumming and to certain rudiments 
which are necessary for this type of 

work. The last two are devoted to 
rudimental and contest drumming. 

For those who are not familiar with 
Earl Sturtze's accomplishments, we 
have re-run, below, an article about Earl 
which appeared, prior to his death, in 
an earlier issue of The Ancient Times. 

At press time, the availability date 
and the price of the book had not been 
determined but a Spring, I 989 release is 
anticipated. 

"The Sturtze Drum Instructor" is a 
must in the library of every serious stu
dent of rudimental drumming. 

The centerfold of this supplement 
contains sample pages from the book. 
For more information, contact Music 
Committee Chairman, Duke Terrerri, 
228 Parker Street, Newark, N.J. 07104. 

Earl Sturtze Dean of American 
Drumming Instructors 

By Al Dennis fife tunes. More recently it has produced a 
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fife tunes. 
Since the turn of the 20th century, 

many complications of drum beats were 
published for the rudimental field drum
m_er; the most prominent books, each 
with many parts and solos, were those 
by G. Moeller, J.B. Moore, W. Ludwig, 
H. Bower, Clark, Gardiner, M. 
Goldberg and DeVille. Other books 
e~erged over the years by Earle Sturtze, 
Eric Perriloux, Les Parks and Ray 
Brodeur. These demonstrate various 
styles, techniques and rythmic patterns. 

In addition to these books, there were 
unpublished drum arrangements written 
by individuals well schooled in the art 
of rudimental drumming. 

With this problem clearly understood, 
the Music Committee, through the 
fraternal spirit of The Company of 
Fifers and Drummers, sought out the 
works of these great rudimental stylists, 
teachers and innovators, and published 
two volumes to help preserve the unique 
style of the Ancients. 

Over the centuries, many tunes have 
changed both in style and title. As the 
years passed, some tunes were "filled
in" and "up-tempoed" to add to their 
performances. Because of the constant 
state of change, the Music committee 
seeks to locate all fife and drum music 
from the beginning to the present, and 
furthermore, to categorize it into three 
basic segments-Historical, Traditional 
and Contemporary. In this manner, 
tunes are accurately recorded as to their 
authenticity and evolution, as far as time 
is concerned. 

The first Music Committee, (1965) 
was chaired by George Ripperger whose 
vast drum corps experience and musical 
background helped publish two music 
pamphlets. Also on the first Committee 
were George Carroll, Mike Chioda, Ed 
Classey, Phil Pearson and Dick Ruquist. 
Upon George Ripperger's death in 
December 1972, the chairmanship pass
ed to Mike Chioda, also an individual 
with many years of drum corps ex
perience. Mike's committee grew to 
large numbers in order to pursue the 
many differnet programs that the Com
mittee was to undertake. The people on 

More recently it has produced a 
cassette recording of the music in Book 
One and are working on a cassette of the 
drum parts. 

In process is Book Three which will 
include Material that was played by 
disbanded corps that were acknow
ledged as highly proficient in the 
Ancient style. The special arrangement 
section will include music for the more 
advanced student and there will be 
music in two, three, four, five and six 
part harmony. 

The latest undertaking is the publica
tion of "The Sturtze Drum Instructor", 
the Sturtze book mentioned above. The 
Committee Chairman, Duke Terrerri is 
extremely pleased and thankful that 
Mrs. Sturtze has given the publishing 
rights to The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers. Examples of the material in 
this book are shown in pages 3 and 4 of 
this supplement. 

Several years ago, the committee 
prepared a format for fife and drum 
workshop or clinics. This was done to 
improve the workshop by dividing the 
groups into three categories which 
would facilitate matching the student's 
capability to the proper class of instruc
tion. More recently, the Committee was 
asked to set up a program for "Achieve
ment Awards for Proficiency in Per
forming on the Fife and the Drum". 
The program was approved and assign
ed to Third Vice President Ernie Kiburis 
to implement. 

On tap for the future is the taping of 
the music in Book Two. Such recordings 
will be an invaluable tool to better 
preserve our music and to assist newly 
organized corps. Funds permitting, 
videotapes may be undertaken to 
demonstrate drumming techniques. 
Here again this would be invaluable to 
new corps. Another future program is 
the writing of histories of tunes 
associated with battles, marches, en
campments, events, individuals and 
groups. Funds did not permit these 
histories in past publications. 

Perhaps the most important future 
undertaking will be the establishment of 

* See COMMITTEE, pg; 4 

By Al Dennis 

Earl S. Sturtze has written his final 
cadence-the "Dean of American 
Drumming Instructors" has retired. 

Mr. Sturtze, a long time resident of 
Hamden, has either instructed or in
fluenced nearly every drum corps in the 
state of Connecticut. In 1928 he started 
teaching drumming professionally, and 
since then has instructed more than 80 
different drum corps. His pupils, both 
male and female, have won over 112 
titles and numerous other non-title 
contests. 

One of the people who had a great 
deal of influence on Earl Sturtze, was 
J. Burns Moore, who lived, at one time 
only two blocks away. Carl Frolich (a 
Burns Moore student) began teaching 
the art of drumming to ten year old Earl 
Sturtze in 1911. 

He started drumming with the Hum
phrey Fire Dept. Corps of Hamden. His 
father was one of the corps organizers. 
He entered his first individual contest at 
the age of 12 and tied for first prize in 
the senior class. At 13, he won the Con
necticut Fifers and Drummers Assn. and 
New York State Championships. He 
also won championship titles in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Moving to Buffalo, New York, he 
was a street car conductor and played 
for three years in the I.R.C. Band (In
ternational Railway Company Band 
1926, 1927, 1928). Most of the drum
mers from that era had a desire to 
develop strength in all of the perfor
mance areas of drumming such as that 
of theater work, orchestra work, march
ing band and drum corps. Mr. Sturtze, 
during the five years he was a resident 
of Buffalo, was substitute drummer at 
the Lafayette Theater. 

When he returned to Connecticut, he 
went on to capture other state titles as 
well as the New England championship, 
and was an open invitational individual 
National Snare Drum Champion in 
1928. 

In 1931, Mr. Sturtze was commis
sioned to teach the newly formed Strat
ford, Connecticut Yankees. The 

Yankees were one of the most respected 
senior drum and bugle corps in the na
tion, winning the Connecticut State 
Championship many times and often at
tending the American Legion Nationals. 

After a four-year void of American 
Legion competition due to World War 
11, the 1946 Nationals took place in San 
Francisco, California with the Connec
ticut Yankees of Stratford emerging vic
torious. Their drum section scored 19.9 
out of a possible 20 by one judge and 
a perfect 20 by the other judge. Mr. 
Strutze taught them for 27 years. 

An author of the "The Sturtze Drum 
Instructor" published in 1956, Mr. 
Sturtze has an international reputation 
as a drum instructor and his book is con
sidered a "bible" for drum corps 
throughout the nation. 

He has been one of the nation's top 
and most active contest judges. Mr. 

J:., :,,:~ , fYi •-., i.' .(•1; l' 
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Earl S. Sturtze 
Sturtze has served as a member of the 
All-American Judges Association, the 
Interstate Judges Association and the 
Connecticut Fifers and Drummers 
Association. 

At the 1940 New York World's Fair 
he received the American Drummers 
Association "Gold Drum Award" and 
a gold medal and a citation from the 

SEE STURTZE, pg. 4 



 

Actual Book Size-8½"xll" 
178 Pages 

QUARTER NOTH IN 2/4 TIME 

( ·ount two heats tuc.--.rh me:isurc, strikinR a right l,cat on (one) and a lch on (two). Raise the sticks in the sa.me: manner 
a:c; iu pH·vmus cxcrci!IC~ Count out loud and t:1p 1hc fool with each count. Play with single beats. 

This book is designed to a id in bringing about them 
"Performing". Mani• good drummers are poor readers, 
both if he is to get beyond a small rime dance band or 
and an expert performance. The author has been cqu 

The firsl three sec.tions of this book are devoted to " 
of drumming which are necessary for this type of wor 
"comest" drumming. 

There is no controversy over musical notation. In fac 
language. However, the Rudiments of Drumming, bee 
tending to specialize on this phase, are the cause of muc 
rudiments are the foundation of all types of drumming 
tions to exist in the student's mind. 

Although the lessons in sections four and five are no 
be practiced if maximum drumming proficiency is to 

The author, being well aware of the fact that students 
has taken particular pains to devise a most simple and 
and with complete Lechnical expJanations which not on 
they should be done that way. 

Because ic must be assumed that a large percentage· 
school age, a particuJar effort has been made to keep 

Each lesson is treated separately, lessening the proba 
course these lessons may occasionally have to be alter 

The Jessons are arranged in an order of progression 
Music to be acquired at the same time that a Rudiment 
the necessity of referring from one page or section to 

ll is an acknowledged fact that confusion exists with 
rudiments. Por this reason, a new method for writing 

Bccau$e of these features, not only will scudents find 
find it equally valuable as a reaching guide. 

The Rudiments of Drumming contained in this book 
accepted as standard. 

43498 



 

:, J 

Play these l'xtrcises !';lowly until they c:an he r,fayed withQut mistakts, then start at A faster tempo and maintain the 
~.:unc Sl~"t-cl throughout. 

Nol<.'; Oo not p.1ss on to a new Je~11 until the prcccdinR' one has bttn well rnas1eted. 

It would not he pmcticnl from here on to ~t11t1t<"'~t nny given time to be spent on a luson. This will ht- dc-termintd by 
the amount r,f daily i'lnd conect practice put into the wC'>rk. One hour each day should be a fixNI minimum. II 
J>OSff,ihl'L', mnre time shoulc.l he gi,·cn, but not to the point or uces&ive fatigue. 

,,. .. 

llGHTH AND SIXTHNJH.NOT!S IN 414 TIMf 
I\,: gure 10 rrntnl :rntl 1>lay slowly until thuroughly familiar with c:1d1 line. 

All SinStlc- li<'at!, 

:i oiiiRi 1= 0 □ □ 1 q□ □ 0tH □ JJ □ 1 
I 2 3 4 

tPt►filiiifi 1nnn rm 1nnn im1n □n a 1 

!ii 11@/i Q!!i!l 1 □ □ rms1 □ □ rm 1m 1 □JJ mum , 
: ii niiUl.fUl 1lffllfflJJ n I aann paan n , 
d@ iffif! 1 !ffln a □ 1 im □ i.m o I rmn en 1 

ff D ii im ii I □ CJJ D Im 1 [J.llDJJ Jffl In JfflIJ Jffl t 

■Ilia .cmllllll =rmaimns1 rrnrrn □ rm 1 

iii ma rrno enn I an □ mirrn,an o rm an • 

1&2&S&4 

=~ ~J ~IJJJ 1iti!~~~J 
1&2&~&4& 1&2&3&4 

:> & [J □~ ' I QJ ,. f-7 
1 & 2 :J 4 

J J [)J QJ J J 

:t □ □ J J I Q □J J I 
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STNCOPATfl 

Synoopalion is th~ shihing of the nor-mal ac:cent to beats 

"ti«!" i, not played ( J!J. ). 
~ILL BL LI 
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:rs fPP1fPP 1:Fs 1tt~ 1 
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SP$ r°f!rf,JJ P~I if" 

Practice these measure, over and owr until thoroughly far. 
t Mtal'M. 



 

FACE 

stcry of the two clcmcms of musicianship, "Reading'' and 
nd many good readers are poor drummers. One mus1 mMlcr 
drum corps. Bia Time Bands demand both expen reading 
Jly diligent in dealing wilh both of 1hcsc clemenrs. 
chcstra" and 11band" drumming and to certain rudiments 
. The last two sections arc devoted to urudimcn1al .. and 

it is standard 10 the extent that it is considered a universal 
use or the ambiguity of rhythmic nouuions used in books 
:1 concern, especially among contest drummers. Since these 
crformanCC$. no book can afford 10 permit any misconccp• 

absolutely necessary to orchestral drumming, 1hcy should 
c attained. 
in smaller communities often lack the services of a teacher. 
gradual system of progression with pic1orial illustrations, 
y 1ell HOW certain things should be done, but also WHY 

if 1he readers of 1his book will be children of elementary 
:he wording wi1hin 1he scope of 1heir reading abili1y. 
, ilily of a studen1's bi1ing off more 1han he can chew. Of 
d to fit the individual capabilities of 1he studen1. 
whjch permits a knowledge of some of 1he Rudiments of 
,f Drumming is being mastered. This sequence also avoids 
no1hcr. 
regard to the correct interpretation of many of the drum 
hese comroversial rudiments has been devised. 
his 1e~1 valuable for self-teaching. but also instructors will 

re not new. but nrc those which for many years huvc been 

:1 .. Ho. 3 
LF.S.<;ON 7 

NTK-NOTES 91 4/4 TIMI 
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r 16263 4 
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DRUMMING 

X Drumming is a series of rhythmical sounds produced by the striking of soft, medium or loud tape and Atrokes (beat•). 
These beats must fit p@rfectly wit!i the rhythmical part of the music, therefore they must be struck with exactn ... of "timing" 
and "volume of force". To do this expertly, one must have a thorough knowledge of music ond the skill required to produce 
these sounds scientifically. Because lhe11C beats must be struck with unerring certainty, drumming is an art, not ·juat a 
haphazard, unsystematic production of noise . 

The Musical Knowledge is acquired by a thorough study of the Rudiments of Music and practice of the reading exercioes. 
The Drumming Skill is developed by CORRE:CTL Y practicing the Rudiments of Drumming, which are comparable to the 
ocales and chords of the melodic instruments. 

MnMOD OF STUDY AND PRACTICE 

This book is organized ao lhat each lesson is a prerequisite for the one to follow. Students must be cattful not to allow over-anxiousness to cause them to skip any lesson or page. 

Although it may be found more interesting to practice the drumming than to study the musical notations, both 
pha"'5 must be treated with equal diligence. Never should a lesson be passed until the principles are underatood and the 
techniques mastered. 

Too many beginners labor under the illusion that drumming is simple and can he learned in one or two months. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. Experience has shown that with ample study and at least one hour'• practice each day, 
the average student can become a "passable" performer wilhin one year. After two years he can be classed as a "good" 
performer, and after three years an "expert". This expert skill is only acquired through diligent and CORRECT practice. 
It must be rtmembered that, "Practice does not make perfect, unless you practice perf~y•·. 

The ~rst few leMOns may be found monotonous; however the time spent in developing these rudiments will pay unlimited 
dividends later on. When practice of the orchestral studies commences this monotony will disapJ>('3r, and study and praclice 
will become a pleasure. 
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IHYTHMS 

hic;.h af"e nonnalJy unac:~nted. The note at the tnd of thr 

iliar with the diffettnt rhythms. Each line across is ptay«I 

.,. .. 

1 6 2 & 

,, J l I n:n I ► m I ► m !> > n I J J I F J I it I 
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1 11 2 & 
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1 a 2 1 & 2 
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Raite the, stic:k oo the ei.ihth rut prrcedinlt'. a btat. 

IUDIMENTAL DRUM tfAT 

tapply;nr slow Flam Panldlddle-dlddlea) 

1 • ) 7 Roll•l,t cime, Left•H3nd S-2nd time. 

LESSO:-i 61' 

7 ~ • n • 7 .rlam Pora<l~l•-

~2 5>1 s i,rm=J lm1.i ;,; J fu;:I fi!liJ 1::;ffi: % 3 5 3 J JD I 

RUDIM~l DRUM HAT 

(app/y;ng fa ,( Flam Poradlddle-dlddl .. ) 
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Th, Flam Patadldclle-dlddle completn the 26 Standard Rudim<nta. 
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•COMMITTEE 

the music library. Many Company 
members have in their possession, old 
fife and drum books and music used by 
drum corps but never published. Each 
year more materia l is uncovered in the 
Commmittee's never ending search to 
preserve and perpetuate them. The 
Company now has in its possession a 
valuable collection of fife and drum 
books, publications, private collections, 
records, tapes, microfilms, music from 
both corps and ind ividuals . When this 
is eventually cataloged, with cross index
ing, this will unquestionably be one of 
The Company's most valuable assets. 

The Committee spends countless 
hours in research, letter writing, reports, 
phone calls, tra veiling, arrangements 
and transcribing music. The Ancients 
have a unique style and the committee 
can think of no better way to preserve 
this than by following the above 
programs. 

A summary of the Music Committee's 
activities follows: 

1. Research and collect music. 
2. Recording the history of tunes. 
3. Publication of music. 
4. Taping of music. 
5. Assist the Workshop Committee. 

6. Prepare for the Music Library. 
The Music Committee is a unique 

source of data on music, especially for 
newly formed corps. for all corps, the 
Committee represents the vehicle which 
will record for posterity, their music for 
the enjoyment and benefit of future An
cient generations. 

?l'STURTZE 

American National Contest Committee 
for meritorious service. He is also a 
member of the Drum Corps Hall of 
Fame, Rochester, NY. 

Mr. Sturtze was honored by the 
Washington Park Drum Corps of 
Meriden, CT. after serving 46 years as 
their drum instructor. He was also 
honored by the Danbury Drum Corps 
and presented with a large plaque in 
recognit ion of 34 years as drum instruc
tor of that corps. 

The Hudson Valley Drum Corps 
Association (N.Y.) and the G reater 
Danbury (CT) Area Drum Corps 
Association have presented Mr. Sturtze 
with "Citations of Appreciation" for 
his contributions LO both Associations. 

Earl Sturtze died in December of 1984 
at the age of 83. 

"The Spirit" Lives On In The Museum 
Of Fife And Drum 

The Museum. of Fife & Drum in 
lvoryton, CT., is one of the principal 
projects of The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers' efforts to perpetuate and 
preserve early American martial music 
and items relating thereto. 

Officially dedicated on July 12, 1987, 
it is home to one of the most unique col
lections of artifacts in the world; it is a 
visua l and musical history of America 
on parade, from the Revolutionary War 
to the present. Theme d isplays feature 
drums, fifes, military swords, music, 
un iform s, medals, award s and 
photographs from drum corps and in
dividuals from all over the world. The 

The museum is open from April 
through September, on Fridays, Satur
days and Sundays, from 1:00 PM to 
5:00 PM. Special tours, both during the 
season and off season may be a rranged 
by contacting Ed Olsen, Archivist and 
Curator, at (203) 399-6519. 

As people realize that the museum is 
the proper place to display the artifacts 
in their possession, for the education 
and enjoyment of others, more and 
more items are being donated to the 
museum. 

Anyone having items relating to pre
sent or past -drum corps and their ac-
ri ,,:, : ,.. ... ,. .,, ,...,1, ~A fl'\ ,.. ...,.n irl,-..· ~·- '..,..-. 

The Company Of Fifers And Drummers 
Music Books Available 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers Music Book One .................. $9.00 
Contains 104 tunes with fife and drum parts, 24 stock drum beats, duets 
and quartets, many solos. 

The Company of Fifers and, Drummers Music Book Two ............ ..... $9.00 
Contains 136 tunes, many with harmony, 24 stock drum beats, duets, 
quartets, many solos, Swiss Rudiments and American innovations. 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers Muffled Drum Book ............ $3.00 
Contains 25 pieces selected from historical, traditional and contemporary 
period-dirges, funeral marches, church hymns and spirituals- 2 and 3 
part fife harmony with drum parts. 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers Camp Duty Book .. .............. $9.00 
Contains 66 pages of three Camp Duties, Ashworth's, Bruce and Emmett 
and Strube. Comes with a 90 minute cassette recording of the camp duties. 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers Cassette Qf Music 
In Book One ... ... ...................... .. .................. . ........................ $9.00 

To Be Available Soon-"The Sturtze Drum Instructor" 
The Company of Fifers and Drummers Music 

Book Three 

All of the above may be purchased exclusively from the Company of Fifers 
and Drummers, P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT. 06442. Add $1.00 for postage 
and handling 

ORDER FORM 
ITEM PRICE QTY POSTAGE & TOTAL 

HANDLING 
MUSIC BOOK 1 $9.00 $ $ 
MUSIC BOOK II $9.00 $ s 
MUFFLED DRUM $3.00 $ $ 

CAMP DUTY $9.00 $ $ 

Name ........... ... ... ..... ......... . ... ...... ................ ................. ............ . 

Street .... .......... .. .......... ......... .. ... .. ... . .. ..... . .. .. .. ........ ....... . ... .. . .......... . 

City ...... .... .......... ........ State ........... . ... .. .. ......... Zip .......... .......... ... .... . 

Make checks payable to: The Company of Fife rs a nd Drummers 
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photographs from drum corps and in
dividuals from all over the world. The 
Sturtze Room in the museum is 
dedicated 10 Earl Sturtze, the author of 
"The Sturtze Drum Instructor" and 
contains his collection of awards, 
medals, citations and many photos of 
his former pupils, many who became 
champion drummers. 

,._. ··- ''& ·-• ..,,at.1115 lO IJ1,.;;-· 

sent or past drum corps and their ac
tivities are asked to consider passing 
them on to the museum for preservation 
and display. 

The Museum of Fife & Drum is 
located in The Company of Fifers and 
Drummers Headquarters Building at 62 
North Main Street in Ivoryton, CT. 

Report From The Archives 
By Ed Olsen, Archivist 

The nearby Pratt Read Museum, 
dedicated to the history of two local 
firms ... Pratt Read and Comstock, 
Cheney Companies .. .is in the process of 
dissolution. One of our greatest sup
porters, Ms. Edith DeForest, is an 
employee there and is seeing to our 
becoming the recipients of all material 
relating to the R.H. Comstock FDC, as 
well as many articles import.ant to the 

development of a museum such as ours. 
Our Museum has also been blessed by 

many important Public Relations coups 
which will, we have no doubt, aid us in 
the future. Many of you are aware of 
the article appearing in last July's issue 
of Yankee Magazine. This has resulted 
in interested parties contacting us from 
as far afield as Quebec, Canada. We will 
also be featured in a 1989 calendar, 

Support 
The Company Of Fifers And Drummers 

Become An Individual Member 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 
NAME ______________________ _ 

ADDRESS ___________________ _ 

CITY _________ STATE _____ ZIP ____ _ 

LIST ANY DRUM CORPS YOU ARE, OR HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH 

LIST MUSICAL INSTRUMENT YOU HAVE PLAYED 

Make check or money order for S/0.(J() payable to The Company of Fifers & Drum
mers, Inc. and mail along with this application to: Membership Chairman, P. 0. Box 
525, Ivory/on, CT 06442.Includes subscription to Ancient Times. 

Overseas Applicants Add S9.00 For Postage And Handling A.T. 
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Make checks payable to: The Company of Fifers and Drummers 
P.O. Box 525, Ivoryton, CT. 06442 

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery 

sponsored by Boston's Shawmut Bank 
as well as the Southern New England 
Telephone Company's magazine "Con
necticut's Finest". Isn't it nice that we 
are finally taken seriously by others than 
ourselves. 

Jaybird Day saw a number of impor
tant corps artifacts coming our way. 
Jack Tencza donated the tricorne worn 
by Gus Moeller, on his 1930 trek from 
New York City to Boston. Jack also 
presented us with other memorabilia, 
relating to that famous drum
mer/manufacturer/teacher/judge. 

L.I. Minute Men's Bob Long thought 
we should be reminded of those days 
prior to the plastic drum heads, so he 
donated a ... rare today ... drum head 
tucking-tool, (of course the poorer of 
our percussionists probably used 
spoons). 

Nick Attanasio presented us with his 
Sons of Liberty uni form festooned with 
his entire collection of medals ... dating 
back to his early days as a bugler. He 

· also relinquished his old 4th Degree K 
of C FDBC uniform; an outfit in which 
he and I shared membership, back in 
1939; and also the diminutive uniform 
worn, years ago, by his son George. And 
also a snare drum shell (solid plank) 
14"xl0" Marked "W.S. Tompkins 
Sons May 1861" and embossed with 
primitive American flag. 

A recent addition to our Drum Major 
display cabinet is the baton once used 
by Joe Blatzheim, drum major of the 
former Yonkers City and St. Casimir's 
corps. The baton was donated by his 
widow Nellie and refurbished by Lan
craft's Jay Tuomey, himself a former 
member of Yonkers City. 

Our first three-dimensional portrait 
came ro us, also, on Jaybird Day. A 
bronze bust, commissioned by the An
cient Mariners, it honors Roy Watrous, 
founder of the corps, 

Spirit of Black Rock's Harold 
Baldwin; whose father, along with Ken 

Lemley's father; was with the old 
Warner Bros. Grenadiers, gave us 
several items relating to early Fairfield 
County drum corps activities ... not the 
least of which being the fife used by one· 
of the Ancient World's more famous 
fifers, Powder Dunn, and a· photograph 
of a little known, but important, corps 
The American Graphophone Corps of 
Bridgeport; sponsor of the 1901 Con
necticut Association Convention. 

Life Member Paul Munier has sent us 
the photographic, and investigative, 
results of a major labor of love namely 
a 96 page monograph entitled "An Ac
count of the Two Largest Music 
Festivals in History" ... the National 
Peace Jubilee, Boston 1869 and the 
World's Peace Jubilee, Boston 1872 . . 

From Lyons Colorado; we received a 
snare drum l4''xl7" labeled "C.J. 
Haynes & Co., 33 Court Street, Boston 
(3 sticks & I sling included) this drum 
was played by Fred Murray, age 16, 
circa 1896 in Madison (CT) FDC. It was 
donated and shipped east by his nephew 
Robert Bohn, now residing in Colorado. 

Trusting that we have not over
looked mention of any of our recent 
donors, we repeat our request for acjdi
tional material having to do with the 
world of Fife and Drum ... be it current, 
or historic. 

Support 

"Drum" Drive 
(Determined to Retire 

Unpaid Mortgage) 

Museum "Deeds" 
Available 

$1.00 per sq. ft. / 
(Tax Deductible) 

The Company of Fifers and Drummers 
P.O. Box 525 

lvoryton, CT 06442 


