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Persimmon Snare Sticks
Here's how this Summer Muster Special Coupon Sale
can work for you and your corps:
Sale starts at the Deep River Muster, July 16 and ends at the Westbrook Muster,
----------------------, August 27. During this time period, if you
buy one pair of Persimmon Snare Sticks
you get the second pair at 1/2 price. With
each coupon, you can buy up to three
pairs of sticks and three pairs at 1/2 price.
Limited to stock on Hand. Off!;!r begins 7/16/94, and ends 8/27/94. You must present
You must show the coupon at left to
an original of this coupon. No copies accepted. Coupon only available through the
Summer edition of The Ancient Times.
earn this special discount.

Persimmon Snare Sticks

Copies of The
Ancient Times

Cooperman Fife & Drum Co. Essex Industrial Park, P.O. Box 276, Centerbrook, CT 06409-0276
USA (203) 767-1779 Fax (203) 767-7017
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maybe purchased
at The Company
Store at either the
Deep River or
Westbrook Muster.
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Hall Of Fame Drummer
Hugh Quigley Dies
WALLINGFORD, CT - Recognized
as one of the greatest rudimental
style field drummers of all time,
Hugh Francis Quigley died recently
at his home in Wallingford. He was
71 years of age and had been a snare
drummer since the age of 12 when he
began lessons with the legendary
drum instructor, the late Earl Sturtze
in the St. Francis Jr. FDBC of New
Haven, CT.
In 1941 Hugh joined the Lancraft
Ancient FDC of North Haven, CT.
Following three years of military
service during World War II, he
returned to Lancraft and was a
member at the time of his passing. A
past president of the corps, Hugh
probably served as drum sergeant for
more years than any other individual
in the 106 year history of Lancraft.
Certainly he was the lead snare
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Museum Cleanup Day
Draws From Five States
IVORYTON, CT - Volunteers from
five states and even from Switzerland
responded to Joe Franklin's call for
"Spring Cleanup Day" at the Museum
and Headquarters on Saturday, April
30, starting at 10:00 a.m. Franklin, of
the Moodus Drum & Fife Corps and
maintenance chairman of the
building itself, served as straw boss
for the day, reporting that "some
people even showed up at 9:30 a.m."
Although the work day was scheduled
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The Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes & Drums of Coventry, CT will be one of the feature
corps at this years 6th Annual Summer Concert Series which begins on July 5.
Appearing at the Ivoryton Museum on July 12, the corps' will host their own eighth
annual encampment at the Nathan Hale Homestead July 24-26.

Swiss Colonials, Troopers, C. W. Dickerson
Scheduled For Museum Summer-Concert Series
IVORYTON, CT - The sixth annual
fife and drum summer concert series
will get underway on the grounds of
the Museum & Headquarters of The
Company on Tuesday night, July 5,
promptly at 7:30 p.m. when the
Kentish Guards of Rhode Island will

CT Patriots. On August 2 the junior
Cromwell Grenadiers will perform,
along with the Civil War Troopers of
New York State, featuring several
drummers who are individual
champions on snare and bass.
The Junior Colonials of Westbrook

section for the past several decades.
Were it not for his many individual
drumming championships and his
membership in three drumming/
percussion halls of fame, "Quig"
would be more remembered as the
soft spoken, friendly, smiling
Irishman that he was - a devoted
family man and husband whose
Connecticut roots were deep. The
Summer 1993 edition of The Ancient
Times featured a story on the Quigley
family honors at Lancraft Oldtimers
Nite. Having been honored himself
in 1984, Hugh was taking part in
presentations as "Men of the Year" to
his brother John and sons Dennis
(continued on page 3)

The Ancients lose a legend, Lancraft
snare drummer Hugh Quigley.

cleaners, painters, rakers, planters,
plumbers and carpenters were still
doing chores in late afternoon.
Joe reported that "of 50 jobs we
had on our list, we got some 30 or
more taken care of." Major activity
was concentrated in grounds cleanup
and painting. Past president Ron
Chambers of Lancraft took up a
paint brush after he got a blister
from raking leaves; our chief
gardener, individual member Ethel
Lavelle was pulling weeds and taking
care of shrubs and flowers for most
of the day. After he finished swabbing
out the social rooms with mop and
pail, Wayne Hickman of the 13th
New Hampshire Continentals, also
took up a paint brush.
The Sons of the Whiskey
Rebellion's Ed Olsen, Museum
curator, had help from several
individuals to repaint the main walls
in the social rooms, using a light
green that was nicknamed "Culhane
green", after our penny-pinching
treasurer Joe Culhane, since the
paint came free, by way of a
donation from one of our major
suppliers, the Deep River Hardware
Store.
JoAnn Heald of Westbrook DC
prepared a delicious macaroni soup
for lunch. Westbrook's Dodie
McGrath served lunch, in addition to
her window washing jobs.
The Ancient Mariners Roy Watrous
applied his plumbing skills to a few
problems in the upstairs kitchen and
' the Swiss Mariners Reto Lippold
energetically took up a paint brush to
help with the outside trim work ...
all the way from Basel, Switzerland ...
now that's dedication to The
Company!
Other volunteers included: Linda
Hickman, 13th New Hampshire
Continentals; George Beckwith,
Norm Ott, Ancient Mariners;
Chuck McGrath, Lee Zuidema,
(continued on page 8)

return appearance since the series
began.
Concert series chairman George
Yerarriian, CT Valley FM, reports
that the KG's will be joined on the
inaugural 1994 program by the
Swiss Colonials of Niederwil,
Switzerland, who will be visiting
their Rhode Island drum corps
friends and attending this year's
Deep River Ancient Muster.
The concerts will run through
August 23, which is the final
Tuesday, usually reserved as a rain
date. Barring any inclement weather
during this sixth annual series, the
23rd will be an organized jollification
with our announcer calling the tunes
and accompanying drum beats. Since
its first successful attempt several
years ago as the concluding Tuesday
night in each summer series, the
organized jollification has proven
very popular. Corps are urged to try
something like this at the end of thei r
own Musters as the Circle of
Friendship is first formed .. . this
technique may help quell some of
the comments we hear lately about
"the jollifications turning into battles
of who can play louder on the drum"
rather than solid musical jam sessions.
Although the schedule for the 1994
season is not complete and it is still
subject to'change, here is the listing
of corps from July 12 when the Col.
John Chester Junior Ancients from
Wethersfield, CT will be followed by
the Nathan Hale Ancients of Coventry.
Each corps traditionally performs for
about one-half hour, with the concert
concluding promptly at 8:30 p.m. On
July 19 the Marquis of Granby of
Granby, CT will perform and on July
26 we will feature three units
returning from the 1993 concert
series including the Deep River
Juniors, who are the reigning junior
Ancient champions of the North
Eastern Drum Corps Association.
They will be joined by the Tories and

Field Music of New Rochelle, New
York on August 9. The Dickerson
men bring that special sound,
punctuated by their bugle line. The
Ancient Mariners arfd their well
known chantymen will appear on
August 16 and present a full hour
program of fife, drum and song to
mark their own 35th anniversary as
a corps.
The 1994 committee includes
Kevin Brown, Joe Franklin, Dave
Hooghkirk, John Kalinowski, Mick
Andrews and Bill Pace, with George
Yeramian as chair. For more
information and to check on
rainouts or participating corps
contact George at (203) 688-4771 or
Dave Hooghkirk (203) 526-9944.

Germantown Ancients
Drive Out Doldrums
by George Yeram ian

DANBURY, CT - The Germantown
Ancients annual February
jollification, known as a "doldrums
party" returned to its roots at the
Germantown Fire House last year,
where it was held again this past
February. Taking a leisurely drive to
this year's affair (we missed the '93
bash due to a Florida visit) brought
back not so fond memories of our
1992 drive to attend the same
Germantown affair, but in Verplank,
NY, some 55 miles west, southwest of
Denbury.
The move to Verplank was not too
radical in itself, but an important
part of the move was the inclusion of
a map with written directions with
each invitation sent out. Because of a
few "slight errors" in the directions,
everyone not familiar with tlie area
ended up nearly berserk, driving
eratically up and down the Hudson
River between White Plains and
Poughkeepsie, New York, cursing,
(continued on page 4)
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host its 24th annual fife and drum
muster in conjunction with the
colonial fair held by the Sudbury
Companies of Militia and Minute on
Saturday, 24 September 1994. If the
day goes as planned there will be a
nip in the air, a sunny sky, a light
breeze, and the beautiful music of
fifes and drums to gladden the hearts
of all those gathered to experience
the best of fall in New England. The
day commemorates the militia
training musters of our colonial
past, and reminds us of our prou<;I
traditions.
Colonial Origins

On the evening of 19 November
1650 the Sudbury town meeting voted
to dispose of one and one-half acres
of town land to provide funds for the
purchase of a drum and halberd for
the town militia. The halberd was
needed to provide visual comands to
the militia, and the drum to provide
aural commands. Fifes were added
later to furnish musical interest, and
to encourage the troops on the
march. And indeed, on the morning
of 19 April 1775, Col. Ezekial Howe,
proprietor of Howe's Tavern (now
Longfellow's Wayside Inn), Jed the
Sudbury Militia to Concord and
participated in sending the British
redcoats scuttling back to Boston.
Modern Patriots

In 1963 a group of Sudbury
citizens met to re-establish the

Mr. Dupont in Hudson. For the 1965
march, there were not very many
members in the Companie and as
proficiency was slow in coming, the
Buxton Corps was asked to lead the
march, with the Sudbury Companie
"assisting". As a matter of fact, some
of the Sudbury Companie were
encouraged not to play when the
"public" was in attendance.
TT------ - - - "L ... +'L .......:.-.o -r t 'ho 10hh

The Sudbury Ancients during their most historic performance as the featured
"halftime" show during the American Bicentennial performance of the legendary
Boston "Pops" orchestra, the late Arthur Fiedler, conducting, in the mid-70's.
Sudbury fifer and longtime muster master Russ Kirby is on the podium, far left.

giving the impression of a traveling
jam session. Tacked up on trees and
telephone poles scattered along the
route are Les Longworth's cartoon
posters, exposing the foibles of
m,rin11~ m,irrhP.rs: to 11~n~ral ridicule.

followed suit, but it was a hard thing
to explain to young girls, that though
they might be very. capable musicians
and might play with fife and drum
corps in other towns, th ey couldn't
play with Sudbury because of their

the Patriots' march from Sudbury to
Concord should be re-enacted
annually, and thus the Sudbury
Companies of Militia and Minute
were born. They made their first reenactment march on 19 April 1964.
There was no Sudbury Ancient Fyfe
& Drum Companie to provide
musical accompaniment, though
there was some drumming, supplied
by Fred Stone and Francis Bacon,
both of Sudbury. Fred was an elderly
drummer related to Lawrence and
George Stone of Boston, and had a
lifetime of experience including
many years with the American
Legion Drum Corps of Marlboro,
Massachusetts. Francis, the
grandfather of Greg Bacon, who
currently fifes with the Ancient
Mariners, was a professional dance
band drummer. Neither drummer
marched the entire distance to
Concord but both were there for the
start at the Sudbury Town Hall and
the finish at the Old North Bridge
in Concord.
Sometime in late 1964 or early
1965 militiamen Dick Moore and
Bob Johnson decided that Sudbury
should have a real fife and druin
corps. Neither was a musician and
neither knew anything about
drumming, but they decided to
become drummers and with
unbounded optimism, entered the
world of Ancient music. They took
their first lessons from Fred Stone,
and then from Ralph Eames in
Wakefield, rising well before six on
Saturday mornings for their seven
o'clock lesson. They found Ralph an
exacting taskmaster and in general
did not please him, though they
perservered manfully and eventually
achieved a usable proficiency.
Meanwhile, with some help from
Ben Emerick of the Capt. James
Buxton Corps, militia members got
together a group of youngsters and
arranged fife lessons for them from a

mare , t e u ury
c1en y e
Drum Companie was able to take the
field in its own right and lead the
militia to Concord (unfortunately
behind the horse troop). But, as time
progressed things got better. John
Rice, our first real fyfemaster,
became interested through his son
Greg, who was one of the early snare
drummers (later with the Old Guard
and now a greybeard, playing bass
with Sudbury). John was a real
musician and did considerable
research locating authentic tunes and
drumbeats. He succeeded in
persuading the members to expend
the effort necessary to play them
acceptably. The aim has always been
to play the music of the Revolutionary
War period, and to play in the style
of that era. By the time of the Patriots
Day bicentennial, the number of
participants had increased and the
quality of the music had improved to
such a degree that Arthur Fiedler
asked the Companie to provide a
"halftime" show for the Boston Pops
Council of Minutemen Night in
Symphony Hall. New fyfemaster Leo
Zschau rehearsed the group so
exhaustively that he faced rebellion,
but the performance went beautifully,
and the enthusiastic reception caused
all to be forgiven. Indeed, many are
still basking in the remembered glow
of that evening.
The re-enactment of the Patriots'
march from Sudbury to Concord of
April 1775 has continued to be the
defining event for both the Sudbury
Ancients and the Sudbury Militia. It
takes place every year on the 19th of
April, regardless of the date assigned
for commemoration by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
(currently on the nearest commercial
Monday). The march starts at about
six in the morning and covers the
eight miles from Sudbury Center to
the Old North Bridge. The Sudbury
Ancients play almost the whole way

1nce e exac 1s onca rou e 1s no
known, the route taken is varied each
year, but always in agreement with
some theory as to how it might have
been.
Like the Sudbury Militia, the
Sudbury Ancients dress in the
ordinary civilian clothes of the
colonial era, and do not wear
"uniforms" per se. Each participant
prepares his own clothes either by
sewing from scratch using shared
patterns or by purchase from colonial
era outfitters. No two outfits are
exactly alike, and each reflects the
participant's vision of himself as a
colonial farmer, tradesman, or artisan.
Sudbury Musters
After participating in many fife
and drum musters, the Sudbury
Ancients decided to host a muster
of their own. The Sudbury Militia
had put on a Colonial Faire the first
Saturday in October for several years,
and in 1971 it was decided to
combine this with a fife and drum
muster. No one knew quite how to go
about it, but fortunately, Russ Kirby
was able to get advice from The
Company of Fifers & Drummers, and
experienced help in the form of Bill
Pace to do the announcing. It went
off splendidly, and h as been held
annuallJ on the grounds of
Longfellow's Wayside Inn ever since,
though the date has been changed to
to the last Saturday in September. It
boasts exhibits of American colonial
crafts, militia enca mpments, bucolic
pleasures and music from our many
friends in fifing and drumming.
Female Members
The Sudbury Militia has never
recruited women as militiamen,
feeling that since women didn't take
part in the original march in 1775, it
would be inappropriate for them to
do so today. The Sudbury Ancients

we developed many friendships with
musicians in the Menotomy Minute
Men, which accepted both men and
women. They oftenjnvited our
members to march with them when
we showed up unattached at events,
but we could not reciprocate
completely. Well, in 1991, when most
of the early members of our
Companie were retired and the
current members were found to be
more interested in music and girls
than total authenticity, a vote was
taken and the change was made. The
result has been rewarding.
One of the first women to join the
Companie was Mary Sargent Punch,
whose father Dave had been a
Sudbury militiaman (a colonel, no
less) and whose brother Matthew
had drummed with the Sudbury
Ancients. Mary had learned to play
the fife at a tender age, and was quite
proficient, though unable to join.
Now married and the mother of
three children, she marches at the
right point, having been elected
fyfemaster in 1993. She is the cover
subject of this issue of The Ancient
Times.
Current Activities
The Sudbury Ancient Fyfe &
Drum Companie is open to anyone
over ten, man or woman, and new
members are recruited each fall.
During the winter months instruction
is provided free of charge each
Wednesday from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
Peter Noyes Elementary School in
Sudbury. The regular members
practice from 8 to 9 p.m. After the
annual march to Concord, plus a
week to let the blisters heal, the
regular members practice outdoors
each Wednesday evening at the
Wayside Inn for the summer, where
they add to the colonial atmosphere,
and provide entertainment for
visitors from all over the world.
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Darcie A. Shepard
23
Snare Drummer
Green Mountain Regt. FDC
Vermont
January, 1994

lHaroM JE, Ek
86
Snare Drummer
Sailing Masters of 1812
Connecticut
February, 1994

lHugh F, Quigley
71
Snare Drummer

and Douglas. John and Dennis are
past members of the Lancraft Color
Guard while Doug, a lifer, is a former
Old Guardsman.
Drum Corps Hall of Fame member
Eric Perrilloux of New Jersey, a drum
judge and retired individual
champion himself, described Hugh
Quigley's drumming thusly, "If there
were blueprints for perfection in
form they could be found here in the
absolute flawless arm and wrist
motion of this great drummer." Eric's
comment capsulizes why "Quig" was
indeed a "drummers, drummer" and
why so many other strong, powerful
lead snare drummers from other
corps liked to gather 'round and
drum with Hugh at jollifications and
senior corps oldtimers gatherings
over the years.
A member of the Drummers World
Hall of Fame, the National Drum
Corps Hall of Fame (which primarily
honors drummers from Ma rching
and Manuvering BDC's) and the
New York State Fife & Drum Corps
·• Association Hall of Fame, Hugh
Quigley was the undefeated national
individual snare champion in the
senior open class at the American
Legion contest in 1952 and 1953. He
amassed more than 60 championship
medals, winning top honors several
times in Massachusetts, Rhode
Island and New York. He won the
coveted Connecticut senior individual
snare championship six times in the
l940's and l950's.
Following his career as an
individual competitor, Hugh was a
judge for several years in national
and area drum corps contests
ind11rlin11 mllnV <,hllmninnd,in

Harold Ek, foreground in glasses, leads the Sailing Masters of 1812 drum line at the
grand parade for the opening of the Museum of Fife & Drum in 1987.

:J{aroff 'E. 'Ek,
An active snare drummer for more
than 50 years, Harold Ek had the
unique distinction of playing for the
"grand opening" at the Museum of
Fife & Drum, not once, but twice!
The first time was in the late 1930's
as drum sergeant for the LaPlace
American Legion Drum Corps of
Essex which performed at the
dedication of the original building
as the Polish Falcons Hall.

oflvoryton before the turn of the
century. Harold studied drumming
with Bushnell when in his early 20's
for two years, th.e n played with the
Essex Legion DC until 1939 when he
joined the Chester DC. He played
with Chester until the formation of
the Sailing Masters in his hometown
of Essex in 1966. He was lead snare
drummer and teacher for the Sailing
Masters for some 20 years.
Harold liked to talk drum corps
and one of his favorite stories
;...,.,..,,...,1,..,o,,-1
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Connecticut
April, 1994

'Darcie YL Shepard

'
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For the Shepard family, the Green
Mountain Regiment FDC has always
been a family affair. Darcie was a
member for 15 years; her sister,
Susan Golden is a fifer. Darcie's
father, Francis, is in the Color Guard
as has been her mother, Patricia, also
at times a "camp follower." Nephew
Jonathon has been a camp follower
and brother Sydney occasionally
marched along the parade route as a
water boy, on a really hot day.
Darcie was a member of the Ruth
Chapter 33 0. E. S. and had been
active in the Barre Assembly of the
Order of Rainbow Girls. She was
employed by the state of Vermont.
She loved the outdoors, especially
animals, camping, musters and jam
sessions.
She was lively, cheerful, positive
and a dear friend to the corps and its
extended family. She was full of fun
and into her share of mischief.
When we line up for our first
performance this year, we will miss
not just a good snare drummer, but a
young, loveable and pretty comrade.
by Paul Mills-Brown

COCOBOLO FIFES
Six-hole, one-piece, B-Flat,
traditional pitch, individually
hand crafted by
Fifer James M. Neely
Write or call for prices

J.M. Neely
(203) 481-5638
76 Baypath Way
Branford, CT 06405

events. He was also one of the
American rudimental drummers who
helped bla ze the Ancient trail to
Ireland an d Switzerland, appearing
as a guest d rummer in Dublin with
the Plainvil le FDC and with his own
Lancraft Ancients in Basel in 1970.
In between his own playing and
judging, H ugh found time to teach
several dru m corps over the years.
The most p rominent and enduring is
the now inactive, Yalesville Jr.
Ancients, who won the Connecticut
junior championship 19 times under
"Quig's" tu telage. The now active
Yalesville Senior Ancients, members
of The Company, feature a top flight
drum line t hat is Quigley-taught.
Further commenting on the
drumming ability of Hugh Quigley,
fellow champion Eric Perrilloux said
that "I did n't realize this would be
some of the greatest drumming of all
time" whe n he first heard "Quig" run
down rudi ments and play drum solos
in the late 1930's.
WhenLancraft fifer and past corps
president George Meinsen introduced
Hugh Quigley for his own "Man of
the Year" award in 1984 he said,
"Hugh Quigley is an inseparable part
ofLancraft where, as a snare
drummer, he has carried the beat of
the Lancra ft 'sound' down a thousand
miles of road since 1941."
In addition to his wife Alice and
his two sons, Hugh Quigley leaves
several brothers and sisters and 11
grandchild ren. Donations may be
·• made in his name to The Company of
Fifers & Drummers, Inc.
May the drummers, drum and the
fifer~; fife, f orever more!
by Bill Pace

NAMES MAKE NEWS . . . deadline for the next issue is August 1 what's new is news to your Ancient
friends .. . please print or type
informaton and send it to the
Ivoryton a ddress.

1987 when the same building became
the home of the Ancients. He led the
drummers of the Sailing Masters of
1812 in the short parade which
escorted, then Governor Bill O'Neill
and hundreds of drum corps friends
and well wishers into the large, main
hall which had become our Museum.
In between those 50 years or so,
Harold lived the good life as a
drummer and a drum teacher. A
congenial, mild mannered man, he
was at the same time firm in his
beliefs about what constituted real
drummers and real drumming - no
plastic heads for this traditionalist.
He learned the art of drumming from
Clarence Bushnell, who had also
taught the old Cheney Comstock DC

Walter Barker (the son of Civil War
drummer Charles Barker, who also
played with Chester) drummed and
marched from Chester to neighboring
H igganum center, a tlistance of
several miles.
In addition to his fellow members
of the Sailing Masters of 1812, and
many drum corps friends, Harold is
survived by a son, H. Eric Ek, Jr.
of Essex.
For several generations Harold Ek
practiced and passed on the tradition
of clean, open rudimental drumming
that the Connecticut river valley had
been noted for. As one of his drum
corps friends said, "we will not see
the likes of Harold Ek, again."
Reported by Leo Brennan

Specialists at understanding the specific needs of
drum corps for Musters, parades and historic et1ents.

Parm.elee~
of Durham
Original design capabilities
or
we'll work with your art:
T,Shirts
Sport Shirts
Muster Buttons
Jackets
Hats
Sweat Shirts
Bob Parmelee

(203) 349-8233

Silk Screens I Signs / Painting Specialties
Creamery Road, Durham, Connecticut 06422
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Baystate Blarney
by Erin Connolly

The students at Rock Hill Elementary School in Maryland learned about the music
of the Revolutionary War era first hand during a Washington Birthday celebration in
February which featured the Monumental City Ancient FDC. On hand to
demonstrate the sight and sound of Colonial America were (from I.) Dan Malstrom,
Gus Malstrom, Mel Doxzon, Marty Ersts and Pat Potter, who also took part in the
Mid-Winter "Jam" later in the month.

Southern Ancients Enjoy Mid-Winter ''Jam''
by Charles Terzi/ Jr.

BALTIMORE, MD - In 1992,
Monumental City Fife & Drum
Corps introduced and hosted a new
event to the Baltimore area as a midwinter jollification for fife & drum
enthusiasts. That event was the
Informal Jam. The latest jam was
held on February 27 in St. Leo's
school hall.
Monumental's director, Gus
Malstrom, stated that "We wanted to
continue to offer fellow regional
enthusiasts an occasion to socialize
and participate in the joy of playing
~-- -·· ! ._c-_____ 1
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not associated with an organized
corps. Corps that had participants
were: Alexandria Royal Fyfes,
Drums & Trumpets; Amer-Clique,
CT; Army of Northern Virginia
(CSA); Conn. Valley F.M.; CSA Field
Music; Maryland F&D; Minutemen
of Long Island; Newark Colonials;
Old Guard F&D; 21st Georgia Vol.
Inf.; Warehouse Point and the
Yankee-Rebels D&B Corps.
"We again would like to thank all
of this years participants who made
the event a success," said Charles
'T""..... ~ ... ;
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MASSACHUSETTS - The underlying
spirit of fife and drum music is a
timeless entity that is truly amazing.
It transcends the boundaries of time
and place to help forge friendships
between souls whose paths may
never have crossed had it not been
for the music that they play. It is this
spirit which provides the basis for
support and respect among musicians
of the fife and drum corps
community.
Such is the case with the Middlesex
County Volunteers, for it is within the
countryside of the Scottish Isles that
they have developed a tremendous
respect for the Scottish musicians
and the Scottish music. This
fascination and admiration has
prompted Middlesex to incorporate
many Scottish tunes into their new
album titled The Banks ofAllan Water.
This new album will be released in
June and will precede the corps
return trip to Scotland on July 28.
This upcoming excursion is being
sponsored by the West Highlands
and the Argyll Tourist Board and
promises to be the experience of a
lifetime.
Among the most noteworthy
objectives of the Concord Minutemen
is their goal to spark an intererst in
and to generate an understanding of
fifing and drumming amongst young
people. The members of the corps
recognize the need to preserve the
technique and style that is
characteristic of ancient fifing and
drumming. Hence, they have begun
to video tape the performances of the
older musicians and offer the tapes
to the members of the Middlesex 4-H

The tall and the short of it in the
Germantown Ancients is also the
youngest and the oldest: Fifer Shelby
Hill(/.), 21 years old with the corps'
guiding hand, fellow fifer Arnold Bird, a
sprightly 72, and a member of the unit
since 1952.

Germantown Ancients

(continued from page 1)

waving directions at each other and
arguing about wrong turns.
Although the Germantown Fire
House is smaller than the Moose
Hall or the Verplank Fire House, the
hospitality and spirit of good
fellowship inside was as big as ever,
thanks to our hosts.
The Germantown Ancients were
originally formed in 1932 as the
Moose Lodge Drum Corps and
became inactive·during World War
II. The group reformed after the war,
this time as the Germantown
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The first jam in 1992 drew 30
participants. Attendance this year
exceeded 75 and interest continues to
be widespread, including individuals

Monumental City. For information
concerning future jams, contact Gus
Malstrom or Charles Terzi at 1013
Stiles Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.

A special welcome to all our drum corps friends

~

PUB & RFSTAURANf
Open at 9:00 a.m. on
Deep River Muster Morning.
Food served all day.
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 11:00 a.m.-1:00 a.m.
Friday and Saturday 10:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m.-1:00 a.m.

Lunch Specials Tuesday thru Saturday
Dinner Specials Tuesday thru Saturday
Friday Lunch 11:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Sunday Dinner 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Bar Opens Monday - 3:00 p.m.

instruct. Their theory is "when the
music is passed down from generation
to generation, it may lose something.
Thus, there comes a time to put things
down." It is their love of fife and
drum and their dedication to the
young people of their community
that has made the Concord
Minutemen one of the most
respected corps in the Baystate area.
As for the Acton Minutemen what
they lack in membership they express
twofold in spirit and dedication.
The two fifers and one drummer that
fill the ranks of this corps have
established an itinerary for the year
that shows no signs of regression.
Among the events slated for 1994 is
the Fourth of July parade in Chatham,
MA and a parade in Clinton, MA
celebrating the town's centennial.
The corps meets on the first Monday
of every month and is currently
seeking new members. The only
qualification that is required is that
one can breathe! Therefore, anyone
who is breathing and is interested in
becoming. a member should call Earl
Nadau at (508) 263-7280 or Bob
Werner at (508) 263-3678.
Each of these corps, in their own
way, is providing new ways to view
"Ancient" music. Through their
creativity and ingenuity they are
integratihg the way fife and drum is
with tn.e way fife and drum could be.

Corps, an affilitation they retained
until 1953 when they became
independent. Since 1954 the group
has been known as the Germantown
Ancients and now that their popular
February party is back home in
Danbury they intend to keep it there.
With well over 100 people in
attendance the jollification never
lagged, except to partake in
Germantown's largesse and to watch
Germantown music director Terry
Hennessey get red faced trying to get
attention as he conducted the annual
raffle for hand-crafted items. Missing
from this year's raffle was the prized
hand-made sweater by fifer Connie
Rynkiewicz. Let's hope Connie is up
to knitting one for next year and a
"thanks" to Germantown for once
again livening up February for a lot
of drum corps friends.

CULLEN & KINNARE
INSURANCE. INC.
1315 CHURCH STREET

P.O. BOX 307
GUILFORD, CT 06437

WILLIAM M . KINNARE. PRESlDBJN T
SHAWN M. KINNARE. V, PRESIDE NT

OFFICE: 203-453-4829
HOME : 203-421-4636

WILLIAM J. BOERNER

Members of the Rankin family have played with the
Deep River Juniors, Stony Creek and the Ancient Mariners.

REPRESENTATIVE, LEATHER CONSULTANT
for

The Rankin Family Pub & Restaurant

HORWEEN LEATHER CO.

Comer of Main Street & Kirtland Street
Deep River, Connecticut
526-2528

TANNERS
VEGETABLE, CHROME, RETANNED SIDE LEATHERS
1488 EAST 9TH STREET

BROOKLYN, NY 11230

(718) 998-9444 Phone/Fax
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AWNG
by Mark Logsdon

There is one tremendous tool that
Corps can use to help in getting
information sent out to its members.
Most Corps now have members who
have computers. If you aren't
utilizing this resource, you don't
know what you are missing.
SPREADSHEETS - Lotus offers an
excellent spreadsheet program that is
used to keep track of attendance for
the members of the 1st Michigan. It
has shaved off hours of manual
labor, and provides better accuracy.
There are a large number of very
good spreadsheet programs on the
market that any Corps can use to the
advantage of its members.

WORD PROCESSING - Quite a
large number of word processing
programs have entered the market.
The largest selling word processing
program at this time is called "Word
Perfect". This very powerful program
has many features that help in
producing newsletters, and business
correspondence. There are other
products that are less expensive, but
still have many features found in this
program. One good source to check
is the PC-SIG Library of Public
Domain software. This is an
excellent resource with over 1,300
titles of available software. Some
titles sell for as little as $1.95.

DATABASES - The 1st Michigan
has created a database of the music
in its files. This database can be
sorted in any number of ways,
including source, composer, date,
whether or not it has been recorded,
etc. This aspect of record keeping
helps to keep an accurate history of
who arranged a particular piece,
where that piece came from, etc. PCFile, from Buttonworks has a very
short learning curve and is robust
enough to satisfy most requirements.
MUSIC - One of the handiest tools
to come into use has been the
development of music writing
software for the computer. In one of
the latest music books of The
Company, you will see the handiwork
of Dave Migoya. A program called
·' "Music Printer Plus" from Temporal
Acuity Products was used to achieve
the classy look of the book. Dave's
suggestion of trying the above
mentioned package came at a time
when the director of the I st
Michigan was researching music
software. After trying virtually every
package available, the choice fell to
"Music Printer Plus". No other
package had the same ability to
allow the user to be up and running
in such a short amount of time.
When combined with a Sound Board
(ROLAND, PC-LAB, SOUND
BLASTER, etc.) this software is an
11nhe,:o1t:o1hl P tool for \1//'"\rlr;no unth

Members of the 5th Alabama Field Music were given a tour of the Museum recently
by curator Ed Olsen in preparation for their own fourth annual Civil War
encampment and battle reenactment held in Madison, er on the weekend of April 23
and 24. Thou.~and.f of spectators and hundreds of Confederate and Union reenactors
participated in the event which featured concerts of authentic Civil War music by the
5th Alabama and the er Valley Field Music.

THE TATTLER
by George Yeramian
Tidbits from hither and yon!
Number 1 in a proposed series.

In a recent letter, Life Member Gus
Malstrom told of a second jollification
hosted by his Monumental City FDC
in Baltimore on February 27. More
than 60 people from a dozen corps
showed up. Bob Dymond of CT
Valley FM travelled the farthest.
George Carroll and 14 members of
his CSA corps were the largest group
of visitors. Ernie Hauser of LI
Minute Men, who on Jaybird's Day
of 1990, donated the handsome
bronze plaque that greets you in the

the folks "stuff' out by the roadside!
When the move is completed the
couple plan to visit their other son,
Christian, in Connecticut and their
granddaughter Meagan and Dorothy
and me ... good. Christian is a
former GMR drum major.
Wedding bells are in the offing in
Duchess County, New York. Members
of the Fusileers FDC are happily
anticipating the marriage of drum
major Mellissa Fandee and fife
sergeant Jim McMorris in June
of 1995.
Former drum serge.ant of the 18th CT
Reg't. from Tariffville, CT, Tom
Short, was severely injured in a
workplace accident late in March.
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as was Al Horton, fellow Baltimorian
who didn't have far to travel at all.
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During a March meeting of The
Company's Executive Committee, the
idea of recognizing Life Members by
providing a sport shirt with The
Company logo and "Life Member"
embroidered on it, was revived and
favorably considered. The incentive
idea paid immediate dividends when,
after a lunch break, Executive
Committee member George Carteris,
a fifer who plays with the Ancient
Mariners, presented treasurer Joe
Culhane with a $1,000.00 check to
become the 41st Life Member of the
organization.

e . . . . ·,.,_ Exterior tapers gently.
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Sweetheart Fifes are design·
fifers to play on
•pitch with Ferrary, Model
J;t Cloos.
All
instruments are hand finished, ·'ifi;'::--,. · vailable for
immediate shipment. Sweetheart Flf' ):have been
11
made for 20 years with pride, quality and' · --·;_:'·, ,\~_bility.
Phone (203) 749-4494 or write for a fr~~::::::::::::>
brochure of all Sweetheart instruments ·,,,.

Sweetheart Fifes
32 South Maple St, Enfield, CT 06082

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC.
presents

Authentic
Fife and Drum Corps Hats

For the finest quality headwear
you c.an buy. can or write:
(201) 371-9100 1439 Springfield Ave., Irvington, NJ 07111

Martyn Field of St. Petersburgh,
Florida, one of the oldest living
individual members of The Company
wrote recently, telling of his plans
to attend the Milford, CT Muster
weekend on June 24 to 26. He'll be
returning to his hometown (that he
left in 1924) as an honorary member
of the Milford Volunteers.
From the opposite end of the east
coast, Montpelier, VT, came another
letter sent along by Jackie and Paul
Mills-Brqwn of the Green Mountain
Regim~nt. The couple brought the
sad news of the death of one of our
number, doubly sad because of her
youth(see page 3, Darcie Shepard).
They also told of moving from their
long time home just outside of
Montpelier to a handicap accessible
apartment in Montpelier since Jackie
is now limited to wheelchair mobility.
Paul said that trying to decide what,
of 31 years of accumulated "stuff, to
move from a nine room house to a
two and one-half room apartment
will keep them busy. Fortunately,
their son Peter, who has played fife
with the GMR is buying the family
homestead and probably won't put
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Hartford by Life Star helicopter, he
was placed in the intensive care unit.
He's now out of ICU and recovering
steadily. Dad and m.9m, Dan and
Mary Short, also formerly of the 18th
CT Reg't., flew up from Tennesee to
be with their son. Tom expects a long
homebound recovery and would like
to hear from drum corps friends.
Write Tom Short, 85 Turkey Hill
Road, East Granby, CT 06026.
After taking pictures of two young
ladies at the April 16 meeting of The
Company, I asked them for their
names and corps identification in
case of publication in The Ancient
Times. All were from the Young
Colonials of Carmel, NY. Later, I
mentioned to Dominick Cuccia, their
director, that I was getting too many
photos ofYC's. He said "remember,
there's no such thing as a bad Young
Colonial." I don't know what the
devil he meant, but it sure sounded
profound.
Late breaking news from Albany, NY,
M ay 14, 1994. Christopher Peter Hirt,
drum sergeant of the Spririt of '76 of
East Greenbush, NY, was mustered
out of the corps and into the U.S.
Army in a ceremony in front of the
Leo F. O'Brien building i!)- the state
capitol. Surviving competition with
drummers from throughout the
country, Chris was selected to serve
with the 3rd U.S. Infantry, the "Old
Guard" of the Army which he will
join following basic training. He will
be the third member of the Spirit of
'76 to play in the prestigious fife and
drum unit. Break a leg kid!
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1.

The Sudbury Ancient Fyfe & Drum
Companie, see feature on page 2, as they
look today.

2.

Last season's Windsor, CT snare line.

3.

New Jersey FM's (!rum sergeant Tony Sepe.

,....,......--.4 ;--Tlre-Wttd13unch of Basel, Switzerland.

. 5.

Germantown, CTfifer Walt Rynkiewicz.

6.

CT Valley FM's Dave Pear.

7.

Theresa Rock and Joshua Dukes of Carmel
NY's Young Colonials.

THE BABY BOOM CONTINUES in
the Kentish Guards
FDC where drummers Jim Enos. and Jack ~:...._,.
Hannon recently became new fathers. Drum sergeant Jim and his wife, Michelle, are the proud
parents of Matthew James, a March arrival. Bass drummer Jack and his wife,
Moira, welcomed future fifer Maeve Abbe in April. Mom, Moira, is a former
fifer with the Menotomy Minute Men.
FIFERS SCOTT MANDREIL and KATHY MULLEN are looking forward to
the National Muster weekend in Vermont with more than just the usual drum
corps enthusiasm. Each is a veteran of the Old Guard fife section, Scott now a
communications manager in Alton, Illinois and Kathy a member of Hanaford's
Volunteers. The couple will say "I do" on Saturday night, August 6, when they
will be married in a special ceremony directly across the street from the site of
the 1994 National Muster!
THE PARADE SEASON started in earnest in the New England area in midMarch with a number of St. Patrick's Day Parades, from New Haven, CT to
Boston, MA Winning top honors as the "best" junior fife and drum corps in
the New Haven affair was the rejuvinated Col. John Chester unit. Among the
senior corps on parade in the Elm City were Stony Creek, the Ancient Mariners,
the Yatesville Seniors and the Middlesex County Volunteers from MA The
Hartford, CT parade, held the Saturday prior to St. Patrick's Day itself also
drew Col. John Chester along with the CT Blues and the CT Valley Field Music.

1.

The Sudbury Ancient Fyfe & Drum
Companie, see feature on page 2, as they
look today.

2.

Last season's Windsor, CT snare line.

3.

New Jersey PM's drum sergeant Tony Sepe.

THE COLCHESTER, CT MUSTER, scheduled for July 30 and sponsored by
the Colchester Historical Society and the CT Valley Field Music, can prove to be
a fine fund-raiser for The Company, with the sponsors pledging a donation of
$100.00 per each corps that attends the event, to a maximum of 20 corps.
Organizers hope to make this an annual fund-raiser for The Company. The
Muster itself is tied in with a craft show and the donation is coming from the
Historical Society. For more details contact Dave Pear (203) 267-2151 or write
him at 10 Pine Road, Colchester, CT 06415.
FUND-RAISING EFFORTS continue for The Company on several fronts and
we are happy to report that our mention of the TON OF PENNIES campaign

..-. - Tn-e wua JJuncn -<J]-JJaset, .)Wllzertana. -

5.

Germantown, CTfifer Walt Rynkiewicz.

6.

CT Valley FM's Dave Pear.

7.

Theresa Rock and Joshua Dukes of Carmel
NY's Young Colonials.

results in the form of a $100.00 donation from a member of the Stony Creek
FDC, who said "maybe this donation will challenge the other corps." Here's
how the TON OF PENNIES campaign works: One roll of pennies (50
pennies) weighs 1/4 lb. Two hundred pennies (4 rolls) weigh§_one pound. Our
goal is one ton of pennies (2000 lbs.) which adds up to $4000. We have a jar in
the social room at the Headquarters/Museum. It's been suggested that we ask
each member corps to "keep a jar" for members to fill with pennies. If you
can't make a meeting, mail us the check and mark it for the Special TOP
Campaign. We'll keep you advised of our progress in future issues.
TWO NEW PATRON CORPS of The Company, which have each donated a
minimum of $1000.00 to The Ancients Fund are the Deep River Seniors and the
Samuel Comstock FDC, which has become inactive. The Ancients Fund chairman
Roger Clark, Stony Creek, has asked to remind all corps that "your donation as

a Patron Corps can come in various amounts over a period of a few years until
it adds up to $1000.00." Many Patron Corps have earmarked the proceeds from
a paid parade or two each season in order to help pay the $1000.00 pledge. For
more details contact Roger Clark or Bill Pace or write The Ancients Fund at our
Ivoryton address. A special "thank you" to our newest Life Member George
Carteris, a member of the Executive Committee and a fifer with the
Ancient Mariners.

8. Individual member Jim Demarest ofNY, a bugler no less.

9. Another New Yorker, Jaybird snare drummer Louis Permahouse.
10. Enjoying February's Baltimore, MD "Jam" (from l.) Joe Galbo, Ernie Hauser,
Matt and Charles Terzi, Joe Carter.

11. Lancraft fifers George Meinsen ([.) and Bill Liebe.

12. Individual member, fifer, Cindy Barrows and Life Member, bass drummer,
Bob McDougal.

13. Sudbury fifer, feature writer and Life Member Dan Moylan.
14. Snare drummer John Bosworth, Maryland FDC's music director.
15. The Adamsville Ancients snare drummer Jim Willey.
16. Jamming in Baltimore, MD (from l.) Rose Mary Shockey, Pat Potter and
Heather Ersts.

17. Swiss Mariner snare drummer Kurt Keller and his wife, Vreni.
18. Joe Calvin ofNew York's Minute Men ofLI.
Photos by: Ron DaSilva. George Yeramian. Ed Olsen. Diane D'Angelo. Betty Moylan. Charles Terzi. Pat
Benoit, and Gus Malstrom.
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Lancraft Brings Back
An Ancient Tradition

The newest exhibit at the Museum of Fife & Drum features the memorabilia of one
of The Company's most unique member units, Ameri-Clique, a Swiss-style piccolo
and drum corps that is headquartered in Connecticut, not Basel, Switzerland, where
the style of parade music originated. Here fifers Bill Hart (I) and Bill Ralston, also
Ameri-Clique piccolo players, unfurl the flag of Basel for display. The two
musicians were part of the "Fasnacht in New York" celebration, photo below,
this past February but hope to be back in Basel itself with their entire corps for the
real thing in 1995.

;, Basel Carnival in NY
NEW YORK, NY - Promptly at
10:00 p.m. on February 20, two
associate member corps of The
Company, the Swiss-style AmeriClique and the Bebbie Club played
the "Morgenstraich" as hundreds of
cliques did the same in Basel,
Switzerland to start the famous
Fasnacht celebration.
The New York mini-carnival
featured an appearance by a masked
reveler named "Rachet Man". He
wielded a foot-long "party favor"
with great alacrity. Its musical
volume even threatened to outnace

NORTHHAVEN,CT-A40-year-old
tradition was rekindled on Saturday
afternoon, March 26 at the Lancraft
Club in North Haven when members
of Lancraft, Mattatuck, Stony Creek
and the inactive Plainville FDC
gathered for a jollification. and social.
During Plainville's active years it was
a mid-winter tradition for them to
gather each year with members of
Mattatuck and Lancraft for a similar
event. As Plainville became inactive,
the yearly gathering stopped.
At the January gathering of The
Company in Ivoryton, members of
the Mattatuck Drum Band talked
with members of Lancraft about
reviving the idea and with Lancraft's
Leo Brennan as chairman and Stony
Creek as a fourth corps, the social
was scheduled.
Unforpmately, there were not
many .members of the now inactive
Plainville unit in attendance but
members of Lancraft, Matta tuck and
Stony Creek each presented a
musical program on the green
outside the Lancraft Club. A call has
gone out to locate more former or
inactive members of the Plainville
FDC and anyone interested in being
on next year's mailing list should
contact Loran St. Denis, 28 Rowe
Place, Forestville, CT 06010.
At the conclusion of the afternoon's
activities, a symbol of the affair was
passed from Lancraft chairman Leo
Brennan to Mattatuck drum major
Bill Pierpoint. Mattatuck will host
the next gathering. As Leo Brennan
remarked "traditions can live on
even after some years absence."
Reported by Leo Brennan

Two longtime drum corps friends,
Mattatuck's Ralph Pierpont (I.) and
Lancraft's Midge Moriarity, a retired
snare drummer, enjoy the festivities at
the Lancraft Club in North Haven
where an old tradition of Ancient
fellowship was revived in March for the
first time in many years.

Museum Cleanup Day
(continued from page I)

Westbrook DC; Joe Culhane, Diane
D'Angelo, New York Ancients;
Sandy Bidwell, Bill Damon, Sailing
Masters of 1812; Dave Hooghkirk,
Roger Clark, Stony Creek; Terry
Malcarne, Deep River Juniors; Jim
LeMay, Marilyn Malcarne, Deep
River Seniors; Pat Benoit, CT Blues;
Bill Pace, Sons of the Whiskey
Rebellion; Richard Crosson, Spirit
of '76; Bob Parmelee of Parmelee of
Durham. A very pleased Joe
Franklin said "we'll try this again
this fall since we had such a good
response. It's nice to see that more
people appreciate what we have here."

t e r yt mic m of the drum line.
Fasnacht in New York concluded
with a supper of traditional Basel
delicacies.
Reported by Bill Ralston

Lancra t Marks
Olde Timers' Nite
by George Yeramian
NORTH HAVEN, CT - Thursday

Trauel specialists for
drum corps and marching bands . ..

Spranee

TRAVEL
• Colonial American Cruise (8 days). Sail from
NY to Nassau, fly home. Stops at historic sites
include Washington, D.C., Williamsburgh, VA,
Charleston, SC, and Savannah, GA. Two
sailings, Sept. 17-25 or Oct. 24-Nov. 1.
• Fasnacht 1995, March 2 to 1 1. World's most
famous fife and drum festival in Basel,
Switzerland. Personally guided tours include
a ir fare, hotels, the great street gatherings.
• St. Patrick's Day celebrations in Ireland,
March I I - I 8. Parade in historic Dublin on
March 17.
Call or write for free estimates and
complete details. C1:1stom group tours.

Sprance Travel Services
Better seruice at lower prices

Phone (718) 497-6420 • Fax (718) 497-1801
55-37 Metropolitan Avenue
Ridgewood, NY 11385-1202

night, April 28, and people began
arriving at the appointed hour of 7:00
p.m. to be greeted by the smiling,
friendly bartender Vinnie Hines, for
the 106th gathering of old-timers by
the Lancraft FDC.
The passing parade:

.. . Museum curator Ed Olsen in
day-glo red pants and jacket,
snapping pictures.
... Bill Borner, member of The
Company's Executive Committee, up
from NY - spent the day in
Ivoryton, between Cooperman's and
the Museum.
... Jim Liquori, former Sailing
Master drum sergeant who founded
the Cutter FDC in New Hampshire,
down for the day and to work on the
Museum's security system.
... Benny Antonelli, publisher of
North East Drum Corps News, getting
his annual "Ancient" exposure.
... Larry Kron and Freddy Nowak
among nine members of the LI
Minutemen who drove up in Jim
Clavin's extended van with drums,
fifes and beer cooler.
. .. Harold Baldwin, Jr., a sprightly
73, and a fifer, formerly of the
Milford Vol.'s and a half dozen other
corps, son of an old-time fifer,
Harold Baldwin, Sr., who taught,
among others, my old pal Marty
Field from Florida.
... One not so old-timer is making
his presence felt in the Lancraft
drum line, young Nick Clericuzio, 15,
is in his second year with Landcraft.
... Wally Bauer's clam chowder ...
sooo good, with tender, edible clams,
yet.
.. . Eldrick Arsenault's chili ... just
right.

7:50 p.m., the fifing and drumming
started, recognizable, traditional
tunes, played at the.Ancient tempo!
.. . 9:15 p.m., the Lancraft FDC
takes the floor in corps formation
and plays some of their typical
arrangements.
.. . 9:40 p.m., camaraderie
abounds, sitting at long tables with
so many great names in drum corps,
enjoying Lancraft fare - Hummel
hot dogs and sauerkraut.
... Time to honor the deserving,
the steady hand and voice of George
Meinsen, presiding:
Muffled drum for Ed Becker,
Hugh Quigley and Harold Ek, (see
page 3, this issue). The death of
Hugh Quigley was on everyones
mind, especially as a grieving fellow
drummer Eldrick Arsenault, read the
Prayer of The Company and taps was
played on the fife.
Previous honorees were noted by
George Meinsen and then the two
1994 honorees as "Men of the Year"
were introduced. Snare drummer
James "Jay" Tuomey has been active
in the corps since 1977 and is
currently serving as drum sergeant.
Sherwood "Woody" Sheades was
active from 1968 to 1989, during
which time he served as fife sergeant
and president.
Finally, a salute was rendered to
the late F. X. O'Connoll, long-time
Lancraft member, whose ashes reside
in the trophy case, alongside those of
his wife.
... 10:35 p.m., the official program
ends, another occasion of Ancient
friendship and the celebration of a
great fife and drum corps.
Additional information for The Calendar
of Events should be sent to Dodie
McGrath, The Ancient Times Calendar,
P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442-0525
(203) 399-6436.
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-'Troop In Review"
by Robert Simpson

TONE~
The Long Roll was discussed in the last issue. We are illustrating the notation
for two "drag" rudiments here, the Lesson 25 and the Single Drag. The concept
of counting as you start to "run down" the rudiment allows for a clean, smooth
stroke and the even flow of each set of strokes which make up a specific
rudiment. This method of counting to establish a proper rhythm for each
rudiment is passed along by Music Committee chairman Al "Duke" Terreri,
who has assimilated the ideas of several long time drum instructors. The
musical notation is from the computer of drummer Brad Burgher of the
Continentals of Endicott, NY.
LESSON 25
This rud_iment s~arts with two left hand taps, the first principal beat being
struck with the nght hand. It does not reverse. It is important that the right
stick be held down to six inches from the pad after each accent. Watch this
closely at fast speed. The left stick remains at six inches throughout.
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SINGLE DRAG
This is a hand-to-hand rudiment. The Single Drag also starts with two left hand
taps, the first principal beat struck with the right stick. It is important to
remember that you start this rudiment and the Less6n 25 with both sticks only
six inches from the pad surface.
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FORT MYER, VIRGINIA - Since
August of 1992, the Old Guard FDC
has been under the direction of Chief
Warrant Officer Steven H. Campbell.
Prior to being assigned as
Bandmaster of The-Old Guard, Mr.
Campbell has had quite a career in
the U.S. Army. His career began in
1975 as a member of the 36th Army
Band at Ft. Huachuca, AZ, where he
played saxophone. Next, after
completion of the U.S. Army's
Warrant Officer/Bandmaster Course,
Mr. Campbell became commander
of the 82nd Airborne Division Band
at Ft. Bragg, NC in 1982. Mr.
Campbell recalled "The 82nd was my
first exposure to the 'real Army' as a
soldier." He also said "The amazing
'esprit de corps' of the airborne made
the assignment so enjoyable and
rewarding."
Next Nlr. Campbell was transferred
to Ft. Clayton, Panama, where he
becam~ commander of the 79th
Army Band. When asked what he
liked best about the assignment Mr.
Campbell replied "it was the
international exposure ... traveling
to 14 different countries throughout
Central and South America as an
ambassador for the U.S. Army." Mr.
Campbell's tour at Ft. Clayton lasted
from 1985 to 1988.
In 1988, Mr. Campbell took
command of the 4th Army Band at
Ft. Sheridan, IL. Mr. Campbell had
nothing but great things to say about
Ft. Sheridan. "What I liked best
about that command was iny chance
to really develop my skills as a
conductor." Mr. Campbell left Ft.
Sheridan in 1992 to lead The Old

Old Guard bandmaster, Chief Warrant
Officer Steven H. Campbell before
Berlin, Germany's Brandenburg Gate.

unequivocal. We present an image of
the U.S. Military to dignitaries from
around the world that demands that
we always do our job well."
Mr. Campbell was exposed to the
"Ancient World" for the first time at
the 1993 Marlborough Muster.
During that weekend, he was able to
visit The Company Headquarters and
Museum. Mr. Campbell was very
impressed and thoroughly enjoyed
talking with the people he met. He
said 'Tm looking forward to a long
relationship with The Company."
Having a very supportive attitude
toward youth activities, Mr.
Campbell was impressed with the
existence of the junior corps. "Before
coming to the Old Guard, I was
unaware that they even existed. I
believe in youth activities like this
one hundred precent."
The Old Guard FDC is now at Ft.

- - - --
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Thompson's 2/4 was written by the late Sons of Liberty snare drummer Bob
Thompson, who went on to judge, teach and write drum scores for several
decades after his competetive days were over. Among many corps that he
instructed were the famed M&M champions from New Jersey, Blessed
Sacrament, and the now inactive former Ancient champions, the Morris
County Militia of Chatham, New Jersey.

THOMPSON'S 214
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When asked what he likes about
The Old Guard as a musician and
soldier, Mr. Campbell said "The Old
Guard is truly a unique experience
for a bandmaster. The exposure to
history, both musical and colonial, is
incredible. As a soldier, my opinion
of The Old Guard as a whole unit is

-

- -··o•- - ~~o•~-··· ~- -

preparing for the summer of 1994.
Mr. Campbell is busy conducting
rehearsals and accompanying the
corps to performances. It is obvious
that he enjoys carrying out his duties
as the bandmaster of the most
unique musical unit in the U.S.
Armed Forces.

Serving our drum corps friends for 35 years

Bob 'l'bampoc,G
Mid 1970' a
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Italian & American Cuisine
"Best New York Style Pizza in Connecticut"

• Pizza • Grinders

• Steaks • Seafood • Salads

• Food Service Until 11:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
• Cocktail Lounge
• Take-out Service
• Closed Monday
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Tpke. Exit 66
U.S. Rte. 1 - 1295 Boston Post Road
Old Saybrook, Connecticut
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(203) 388 · 9190
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Voices & Views is a new column to give
us a broader basis for your comments,
suggestions and criticisms of all things
Ancient. We will continue to include
your leuers when appropriate. Please
write to Voices & Views at our lvoryton
address.
The history of "Garryowen" in the last
issue brings this comment from Georgia
Gerken of South Dakota:
"I found the article on 'Garryowen' by
Ben Emerick very interesting. A few
years ago, the Bismarck (ND) Tribune
put out a tape of Songs of the Seventh
Cavalry for the benefit of the Fort
Abraham Lincoln Foundation. Included
is 'Garryowen' with the following
notation: 'Garryowen' is a 19th century
Irish quickstep known to have been sung
by Irish regiments stationed at
Garryowen, Gaelic for Owen's Garden, a
suburb of Limerick. This famous
drinking song, sometimes known as
Custer's theme song, was first heard by
Custer at Fort Riley when he and the 7th
were being organized. It immediately
became the regimental tune. Custer
wanted his sixteen piece band mounted
on white horses to accompany him to
the valley of the Little Big Hom, but
General Terry wouldn't consent. So,
except for the buglers, the

The Ancient Times
in sight.' I don't know if copies of this
tape are still available, but the address
is: The Bismarck Tribune, P.O. Box 1498,
Bismarck, ND 58502. This is not a fife
and drum tape; the instruments are
fiddle, guitar and autoharp, and the
songs have lyrics and are sung. For
those interested in this era, however, it is
a fine, historical collection."
Official Westbrook Muster photographs
taken last year may not have been
received'by your corps and here's the
problem as outlined by Dodie McGrath:
John Hanson, Music Photo International,
took corps pictures as in the past. Many
of the pictures were paid for in advance.
Our efforts to contact Hanson were not
successful and we sent two certified
letters. Finally, in late April, we received
a call from Hanson, now in Phoenix,
Arizona, advising us to contact the
Indiana state attorney general, Mark
Polston. Mr. Polston informed me that
properties of the photography company
had been confiscated after complaints
from other organizations and a civil suit
had been settled. Mr. Polston agreed to
send the unprocessed film to the
-·Westbrook DC. At this date, we don't
know if any records will also be
enclosed concerning orders and
payments. Any inquiries shs,uld be made
to me at (203) 399-6436 or write me at
1146 Old Clinton Road, Westbrook,
CT 06498.
Kudos for Ed Olsen, from the Nonheast
Drum Corps News which recently named
him "drum corps person of the year. "Ed
is currently the curator of the Museum
of Fife & Drum and archivest and a
trustee of The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, Inc. Active in drum corps
since his Brooklyn, NY school days,
Olsen was honored by the News for "his

Monumental City FDC In Baltimore Parade
by Charles Terzi, Jr.

we received, I think that the parade
watchers appreciated our efforts. It
was the first time that many of the
people in attendance heard these
melodies played by fife and drum."
To complete a great day,
Monumental City was awarded a
senior corps trophy for their
performance in Baltimore's St.
Patrick's Day parade.

BALTIMORE, MD - In what
parades were tunes like "Minstrel
Boy, Irish Reel, Wearing of the
Green" and "Rakes of Mallow"
played by a fife and drum corps for
the first time in 30 years? The answer
- Baltimore's St. Patrick's Day
parade held on March 20. And, who
presented these tunes on that day?
None other than Baltimore's own
Monumental City Fife & Drum Corps.
The parade was held on a brisk,
sunny, pre-spring day. Over 150
marching units from all over the
country filled the streets of
Baltimore. Monumental City FDC
presented a completely Irish
repertoire. "We selected an all Irish
repertoire for the parade in place of
our standard routine to be in the
spirit of the day," said Gus
Malstrofil, Monumental's director.
"By the enthusiastic reception that

When your mailing
address changes ...
Please notify us promptly.
The Post Office
does not advise us.
Write:

The Ancient Times
P.O. Box 525
lvoryton, CT 06442-0525
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all of his adult life." A founder of The
played the 'Garryowen' in Custer's
honor. Pvt. Golden stated, 'its notes
were still ringing in our ears as we left
the river bottom and the band was lost

Company, Ed also served as our first
president and originated this publication,
serving as the first editor some 21
years ago.
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All parts shown together
ti)
Also: streetbeats and standard drumbeats
Histories of the tunes by Susan L. Cifaldi

8½ x 11", 112 pp, wirebound; $14.95
Available at musters and from:
Ye Colonial Sutler's Shop (Leo Brennan)
Cooperman Fife & Drum Company
Sweetheart Fifes, or write
P.O. Box 783, Warehouse Point, CT 06088
Conn. residents please add 6% sales t4x. By mail, please add $2 S & H per order.

"Casual dining, comfortable atmosphere, reasonable fare"
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Deep River Muster Weekend
FRIDAY - SATURDAY - SUNDAY

Lunch 11:30 am.-5:00 p.m.
Dinner 5:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Lite Bites 10:oo· p.m.-12:00 am.
Appetizers, Sandwiches, Burgers

Muster Morning Special
Buffet Breakfast 8:30 am.-11:30 am.
Your host, Jim Reilly
526·8148

184 Main Street
•

(Fonnerly the Deep River Inn)

Deep River
•

THE ANCIENT TIMES (1SSN0091-7176) The publication seeks to keep individual. institutional and
drum corps members throughout the world informed primarily on the activities of traditional American
life and drum corps known as Ancients. The publication encourages the reproduction of non-copyrighted
material. Bylines must be retained and appropriate credit given. Opinions expressed in signed articles are
not necessarily those of THE ANCIENT TIMES. Mention of a product, service or professional does not
constitute an endorsement. The Company maintains a Museum. Music Library and Headquarters on twoplus Connecticut acres. A tax-exempt, tax deductible, non-profit corporation, The Company seeks to
perpetuate the historical significance and folk traditions of life and drum music and to foster the spirit of
fellowship among lifers and drummers everywhere.
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NEW Membership Application

**
·*
*

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ Zip _ _ _ __
Individual: U.S. only $15.00 _ _ _

I

Please make check or money order payable to: The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, Inc. and mail payment with this application to P.O. Box 525,
Ivoryton, CT 06442-0525.

'I

ers& rummers
Qty.

Shipping a

Total

HandNng

$10.00

$2.00

$

$21.00
$10.00

$2.50
$2.00

$
$

$12.00
$14.00

$2.00
$2.00

$
$

Company Music Book Volume #2 wtth Cassette

$25.00

$2.50

$

Company Music Book Volume #3
Camp Duty Music Book with Cassette
Sturtze Drum Book

$ 8.00

$2.00
$2.00

$

.

Music of Sons of Liberty Book

I

Perrilloux - 40 Rudimental Drum Beats Book
• 200 Years of Frte/Orum Cassette (N.Y. Reg.)
N.Y. Reg., CT Yanks & Morris Cnty. Cassette
Company Window Decal

I Company Museum Deeds
Company Lapel Pin
Company 25th Aooiversary Pin

1 Company Armetale Mug
I One Piece Fife, Leather Case
Two Piece Fife, Leather Case
Company Patch
Connecticut Residents Add 6% Sales Tax On Above Items

I
I

Pl'1ce

$2.00

Music of the Hudson valley

I

MAIL ORDER FORM

$12.00

I 110 Military Drum Duets Book
I American Rudimental Method Drum Book
Camp Dupont Music Book
I Muffled Drum Music Book
I

C A L E N D A R
0- F
E V E N T s

International: Individual only $25.00 _ __

I Description
I Company Music Book Volume #1
Company Music Book Volume #1 Cassette
I Company Music Book Volume #1 wtth Cassette
I Company Music Book Volume #1 Drum Solo Cassette
Company Music Book Volume #2
I Company Music Book Volume #2 Cassette
1

Family: U.S. only $25.00 _ __

Canada: Individual only $20.00 _ __

e ompanyo

I
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$15.00
$10.00
$ 8.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$10.00
$ 5.00
$10.00
$10.00

$2.00
$2.00

$

$
$
$

$2.00
$2.00

$
$

$2.00 ·
$2.00

$
$

$2.00
$1.00

$

$2.00

$
$

$ 2.00

$2.00
$0.50

$
$

$ 1.00

$0.50

$

$ 4.00
$ 3.00

$1.00
$1.00

$
$

$25.00
$35.00

$2.00
$2.00

$
$

$35.00

$2.00

$

$ 4.00

$1.00

$
$

June 24-26 MILFORD, CT
Milford Volunteers FDC Muster.
Eisenhower Park. Camping from
12 noon Friday. Parade 11 :00 a.m.
Sat. Contact Lee D'Amico, 49
Meetinghouse Lane, Milford, CT
06460. (203) 878-0123.
July 9-10 DEARBORN, MI
Historic Greenfield Village.
Mustel parade, concerts. Facilities
avai1able. Invitation only. First
Michigan Colonials. Contact:
Mark Logsdon, 39425 Della Rosa,
Sterling Heights, MI 48313.
(313) 979-1777.
July 10 MONROE, NY
Muster at Museum Village hosted
by Civil War Troopers. Parade
1:00 p.m. Muster follows. Contact
Joe McVeigh, 391 Coldeham Rd.,
Walden, NY 12586 (914) 778-7476.
July 15-16 DEEP RIVER, CT
Annual Deep River Ancient
Muster hosted by the Deep River
Drum Corps. Tattoo Friday night
at 7:00 p.m. on Devitt Field.
Parade Saturday at 12:00 p.m.
with Muster to follow on Devitt
Field. Open Muster. Contact:
nP.P.n RivPr nnnn rnrn< l> n

August 5-6-7 WATERBURY, Vf
NATIONAL MUSTER, Hosts
Hanaford's Volunteers FDC.
Camping Fri. noon to Sun. noon.
Parade Sat. 11 :00 a.m. Muster at
Recreational park. Muster meal
starts 5:00 p.m. Sat.,
Congregational Church of
Waterbury. Contact: R. Tourville,
P.O. Box 90, Jericho, VT 05465
(802) 899-3266.
August 6-7 YOUNGSTON, NY
Old Fort Niagara. Muster, parade,
concerts. Invitation only. Time:
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Contact
Mark Logsdon, details above
under Dearborn, MI.
August 19-20 CARMEL, NY
Young Colonials 7th Annual
Muster at Putnam County Park.
Friday night Tattoo 7:30 p.m.
Parade 12 noon Saturday, Aug. 20
with Muster to follow. Camping
opens 12 noon Friday. Contact
Dominick Cuccia, 1206 Old Rte.
22, Dover Plains, NY 12522. (914)
877-9543.
August 26-27 WESTBROOK, CT
Westbrook Drum Corps 35th
A--··-1 ••·· - •--

o_

T'III ___ _.,_

T"'.'-~--- --·

- ~-~~•i----•~-vvn•,---=========i::=::i:~~:::i::~~'::=E==
Com n Linen Goll Cap _
Maroon
_
Tan
$ 8.00
$2.00
$
-

Company Tee-Shirt, Adult_ S _
M _
L _
XL
Company Sport Shirt, Adult_ S _
M _
L _
XL
Company Sweatshirt, Adult _
S _
M _
L _
XL
Company Jacket, Adult_ S _
M _
L _
XL
Company Jacket, Lined, Adult_ S _
M _
L _
XL
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

$12.00
$22.00
$22.00
$24.00
$30.00

:i;2:

$

$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

PLEASE ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
SHIPTO: Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ __

City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ Zip Code _ _ __

Make Check or Money Order Payable To:
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC.
Please send this order form with your payment to:

7be Company ofFifers & Drummers Company Store

--- -----------------P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442-0525

You May Be
THE LUCKY WINNER
Hooked Rug 48" x 32"
Collectors Item
Illustration of
Museum of Fife & Drum
in Full Color
by Buzz Allen

Take a chance
before 5:00 p.m. on
Sat., November 19th
The colorful hooked rug will be on display at the Museum and major Musters
throughout this 1994 season. This one-of-a-kind custom hooked rug can be yours
for only $5.00, the cost of o~e of a limited number of raffle tickets that will go
on sale soon. Shown makmg the rug from her own specially dyed wool is
Peg McGuire of Ashfield, MA, who is the daughter of Trustee/Life Member
Buzz Allen.

Box 135, Deep River, CT 06417.
July 16 MIDLAND, MI
Riverdays 1994; community
festival; F&D activities hosted by
Tittabawassee Valley F&DC.
Applications must be received by
April 16. Contact: J.H. McMahan,
P.O. Box 201, Midland, MI 48640.
Phone (517) 631-5093.
July 17 IVORYfON, CT
Special Informational Meeting.
The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, Inc., 62 North Main
St., Ivoryton, CT. Start: 12:00
noon. Meet Officers and
Committee Chairmen. Jollification
will follow. Refreshments
available. Contact: David
Hooghkirk (203) 526-9944 or
Sandy Bidwell (203) 742-9235.
Office (203) 767-2237.
July 22-24 LEWISBURG, W. VA.
Andrew Lewis Vol.'s, third Muster.
Open to first 12 corps responding.
Tattoo Fri. night. Parade Sat. 1:30
p.m. Breakfast Sat., Sun.; supper
after Muster. Camping, motels.
Contact Howard Schoonmaker,
188 Hartsook Rd., Clintonville, W.
VA 24928. (304) 392-5957.
July 23-24 COVENTRY, CT
Eighth Annual Encampment
weekend at Nathan Hale
Homes;ead. Saturday battle and
Sunday parade and Muster at
1:00 p.m. Open to the first 12
corps. Sponsored by Nathan Hale
Ancient FD. Contact Roberta
Banks, c/o Nathan Hale FDC,
P.O. Box 1776, Coventry, CT
06238. (203) 646-1254 or
(203) 742-6502.
July 30 COLCHESTER, CT
Fife & Drum Muster, Arts and
Crafts Show. Short parade 12
noon. Muster follows. Muster
meal and free admission to craft
fair. CT Valley Field Music and
Colchester Historical Society.
Open muster. Contact Dave Pear
(203) 267-2151.

,
evening Tattoo at 7:30 p.m. Parade
Saturday 11 :00 a.m. By invitation
only. Contact: Dodie McGrath,
1146 Old Clinton Road, Westbrook,
CT 06498 (203) 399-6436.
September 9-10 MARLBOROUGH, CT
Marlborough Junior Ancient
FDC, 30th Anniversary Muster.
Camping, 12 noon Fri., Tattoo Fri.
7:00 p.m. Parade 11:00 a.m. Sat.
Contact: Rick Crowley, P.O. Box
482, Marlborough, CT 06447. (203)
295-0749.
September 24 SUDBURY, MA
Sudbury Ancient Fyfe and Drum
Companie. Colonial Fair and
Invitational Muster, Longfellow's
Wayside Inn, Rt. 20. By invitation
only. Contact Mary Punch, P.O.
Box 93, Sudbury, MA 01776 (508)
443-3781.
October 8 GRANBY, CT

Marquis of Granby FDC
Invitational Muster. Contact
Bruce Sullivan, (203) 653-3887.
October 1 IVORYTON, CT

19th Annual Jaybird Day, The
Company's Headquarters &
Museum Grounds, 62 North
Main Street, lvoryton, CT. Coffee
and ... Starts at 10:00 a.m.
October 21-23 YORKTOWN, VA
Fifes & Drums of Yorktown.
Muster and weekend encampment.
Camping, presentations, dinner
and jollification at Victory Center.
Saturday parade through town.
Open to first 14 units. Contact
Eugene C. Marlin, P.O. Box 572,
Yorktown, VA 23690. (804) 898-9268.
November 19 IVORYTON, CT

Business meeting, The
Company of Fifers & Drummers,
Inc. Start: 1:00 p.m.
November 26 BRONX, NY
Annual Jollification sponsored by
the New York Ancients. All are
welcome, starts 12 noon. Contact
Joe Culhane, Jr. (718) 823-5071.

