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Fort Ticonderoga
Musical Weeked
by Dan Moylan

FORT TICONDEROGA, NY - The
Fort Ticonderoga Corps of Drums
hosted its third annual "Martial
Music Weekend" on July 23rd and
24th. The French built Fort
Ticonderoga at the southern end of
Lake Champlain in the days of the
French and Indian War and called it
Fort Carillon. Later taken over by the
British, it was captured in May ·o r
1775 by Ethan Allen and his Green
Mountain Boys and Benedict Arnold
leading members of the Connecticut
Militia. General Washington sent
General Knox to bring the captured
artillery pieces by ox train 300 miles
to Boston, where they were emplaced
on Dorchester Heights and after a
short bombardment persuaded the
British to evacuate Boston. Though
in South Boston the Irish celebrate
the 17th of March as St. Patrick's
Day, the local Yankees still celebrate
Evacuation Day.
The Tittabawasse Valley Fife and
Drum Corps of Midland, Michigan
provided musical entertainment at
the fort on July 21st and 22nd.
Hana ford's Volunteers of Jericho, VT,
the Village Volunteers of Delmar,
NY, and the Sudbury Ancient Fyfe
and Drum Companie of Sudbury,
MA joined with the host corps in
giving performances at the fort
_...,. __ ._.,...,.. ,.. _...t ... r..... -
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The Ancient Times
Earns Graphic.Award

Fifers of the Swiss Colonials of Switzerland and the Kentish Guards of Rhode Island
join in musical .friendship to conclude the Museum's first concert program of the
season on July 5 in Ivoryton, Cf.

DEEP RIVER, CT - "For
outstanding achievement in the
graphic arts" The Ancient Times has
won its first professional recognition
from one of the largest marketers of
line printing papers in the nation,
Mohawk Paper Mill, Inc.
The award comes in the form of a
framed certificate and was presented
to The Company on behalf of the
paper company and their Connecticutbased distributor Lyndenmeyr

Fusileers May Muster Success
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"Tenth Annual"
by George Yeramian

MILLBROOK, NY - When night
fell on the usually tranquil village of
Millbrook, on Saturday, May 14, a
thick pall of black powder hung over
the lower end of Franklin Avenue by
4.1. _ •• :11 - - - - - - - -
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interludes as passers-by tripped.
Never a dull moment.
Sixteen corps were in this year's
field, making it the largest of the
Fusileers' Musters since they hosted
the "national" in 1991. Jim Willey,
director of the Adamsville Ancients,
titled his corps standpiece "Whipper
Snapper's Revenge", a reference to
n fh .... + T ,-...,, lla...-1 l-.~ ............ t+a....- 1-.o.
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satur3ay ana Sunday.
The host corps gives performances
at the fort daily throughout the
summer as well as participating in
artillery demonstrations. They
generally play a slow cadence of 80
to 90 beats/minute with strong open
drumming. Especially noteworthy is
their rendition of the Washington
Artillery's March to include B-flat
bugles playing the bugle parts along
with the customary fifes and drums.
The weather included intermittent
rain on Friday night, clouds with
intermittent sun on Saturday, a
violent rainstorm Saturday evening,
and sunny skies on Sunday. Most
participants camped in a field below
the forl and were not unduly
bothered by the weather, but enjoyed
performing, visiting the museums
and exhibits at the fort and the
jamming in the evenings.

founder of Sha nnon Printing o f
Deep River and Life Member of
The Company. Shannon prints the
publication on this cream white satin
stock produced by Mohawk.
Since transferring back to
Connecticut three years ago, The
Ancient Times has undergone several
stages of graphic development
through the design suggestions of
Life Member/frustee Buzz Allen and
the Ancient Mariners' Dave Jones,
who took over for Allen as a rt
director. Both are professional
illustrators and graphic designers
who have worked closely with Bill
Pace, managing editor.
Shanno n, a long time supplier to
The Company, has printed several
fund raising booklets in recent years
and is now under the management
of, Life Member of The Company,
John F. Dempsey.

One of more than 60 traditional fife and drum units that marched in the biggest
Ancient gathering, July's Deep River, CT Muster parade, is Capt. James Buxton FDC
of Uxbridge, Massachusetts.

light parade, which traditionally
concludes the Fusileers Muster, was
wending its way down the street with
artillery pieces and muskets firing.
The three artillery pieces were
courtesy of the American Artillery
Association, Tom Briggs, president.
They were set up on the edge of the
green, facing U.S. Route 44. In
addition to firing during the parade a
demonstration took place during the
Muster. The powerful muzzle blasts
forced traffic to stop on U.S. Route
44. This must be the only Muster
where an official U.S. route is closed
off repeatedly during the activities.
As the parade ended and the jam
started, the artillery was blasting a nd
the police car lights flashing, with
traffic backed up ... th e resulting
hullabaloo was a fitting end to a
glorious day of Ancient sounds,
spectacles and socializing!
As the Muster itself got underway
in early afternoon there were several
notable occurrences and performances. To begin with, we h ad the
inevitable public address system
snafu. This breakdown at the
Millbrook Muster has become almost
as predictable as the seasons. It has
become sort of a tradition, with
director Dave McMorris calling me
prior to the event to advise about the
great P.A~system they have usually
either rented or borrowed. This year
he said, "we bought our own system,
a brand new one, no more problems"
... no less problems, either. On the
new system the volume controls were
touchy enough to set up ear splitting
"howls" off and on. Then, the right
hand speaker just quit. Muster master
Ro n Mosca made the best o f it by
advising all in earshot of the
remaining speaker not to buy floor
models and "demo" units. As usual,
Dave found other speakers and
connected them. Then all wo rked
fine, except that the long wires
created some interesting acrobatic

that no one missed me at this year's
H olly Jolly. I didn't miss the barb,
and as announcer at Millbrook I was
able to assail him with
.,, a few of
my own.
Spirit of '76 East Greenbush in
their last Muster appearance for a
while, with their fine young drum
sergeant Chris Hirt, inducted into the
U.S. Army that morning in Albany.
After basic he will serve in the Third
U.S. Infantry, the "President's Own"
Old G uard FDC. Their remaining
snare drummer Chuck Delameter
will have to carry the beat for awhile.
'76 was without their trademark drum
major, Charlie Alonge, Jr., the big
bear in the bear skin helmet was
temporarily laid low with illness ...
come baaaack!
The Milford Volunteers fielded a
big corps including a new, large, well
drilled color guard and a three man
militia under the command of Col.
John D'Amico ... I want to join that
outfit and see ifl can get some
rank, too!
The Hudson Valley Ancients,
formed in the fall of 1993, made their
first ever appearance with past
members o f the Fµsileers and their
parents among the ranks. Their stand
piece, called "Americana" featured
fifes only .. . next year when the
fifers are stronger they11 let the
drummers play along! Slipping down
over the border from Canada was
(continued on page 8)
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1st Michigan Celebrates 20th Anniversary
by Beth Angst
MICHIGAN - It's hard to believe
that it's been almost 20 years since
the 1st Michigan joined the fife and
drum community. I know that back
then, none of the people who first
began performing as the 1st Michigan
Colonial Fife & Drum Corps,
expected filing and drumming to
offer them so many things. In fact
that first group of people did not
really know what a fife and drum
corps was. Little did they expect that
20 years later the corps would still be
functioning. Little did they know that
their early efforts would offer future
members so many opportunities.
How It All Began

The idea of performing with a fife
and drum corps had been a dream of
1st Michigan founder and director,
Mark Logsdon, for many years. As a
young 13-year-old drummer, Mark
had seen a movie called "Time of
Trouble," about a young boy that ran
away to become a drummer during
the War of 1812. In that movie he
heard the sounds of fifes and drums
for the first time. He knew then that
he wanted to be a part of that sound.
Unfortunately, fifing and drumming
in the Midwest was pretty much
unheard of. It wasn't until many
years later that Mark finally connected
with the right people.
During a lunchtime discussion at
work, people were talking about their
dreams. This time when Mark spoke
about fifing and drumming, someone
finally knew what he meant. A coworker had just returned from

borrow drums from several reenactment groups. The corps knew
..only 5 tunes and they proudly
repeated them over and over again
during the two day event.
Performances-

The corps went on to complete 13
performances by the end of 1975. In
1976, they completed 64 more. In
1977, they would venture to Guilford,
CT, to complete their first east coast
muster. They received a standing
ovation that remains a highlight in
the corps history. Having experienced
its first muster, the corps returned
home with the dream of hosting their
own muster here in Michigan. In
July of 1978, that dream was realized

The 1st Michigan Colonial Fife & Drum Corps at Richmond Castle, sight of their
last concert during their third musical tour of England in 1992. Highlights of the visit
were a command performance at the Royal Tournament for HRH Prince Andrew and
serving as co-hosts for the 2nd Great Britain Muster.

Watch and the Scots Guards during
the Detroit performance of their
North American Tour. In 1985, we
would do the same for the Royal
Marines and the Argyll & Southerland
Highlanders. In 1986, 1989 and 1992
we would complete three concert
tours of England, Scotland and
Wales. One unforgettable performance
would be the joint concert with our
friends from Charles W. Dickerson
at Chelsea Hospital, England; a
home for veterans (pensioners) of the
British .Military_ ~eryic~:_Pla!'ing i~- a

performance arrangements. Each
concert or parade is different than
the other with the fife sergeant (a
rotating position in our corps)
choosing the pieces to play. Muster
medleys are arranged by the
members, with there generally being
a d ifferent medley for each muster.
Since the first year of the corps
existence each performance has
ended with our tr11ditional piece,
Harum Scarum. In 1988 we began a
new tradition, in memory of our dear
friend, David L. Boddie, in which we

.
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the fife and drum corps. Slides were
brought in the next day. A few days
later Mark was on the phone with
Colonial Williamsburg.
On Thanksgiving Weekend, 1974,
Mark and his wife, Mary, spent the
weekend in Colonial Williamsburg.
Much of the time was spent with
John C. Moon, Williamsburg's
director of music, discussing the ins
and outs of fifing a nd drumming.
The initial seeds of the 1st Michiga n
had b een planted. In January,
February a nd March of 1975,
auditions for the original members
began. From these a uditions, 25
members, from 7th through 12th
grade, were chosen for their desire
and musical ability. Practices began
in April of 1975 in the Logsdon
home, (this is still our practice site),
with the soon to b e fifers playing
flutes and the drummers playing
modern, rod tension drums. Practices
continued and the search for fifes
and drums began. Mark was given
the number of a man named Pat
Cooperman. It seems this man made
drum sticks a nd fifes, but what to do
about the drums? Pat frequ ently_
repaired other makers drums, but
was not yet constructing drums of his
own. Finally, after several phone
conversatio ns o n the topic, M a rk
gave Pat a check for $2500 to m ake
the corps' drums. We still own a nd
play the first set o f Cooperman
drums ever constructed - Snares,
numbers 16 through 23 and Bass
Drums, numbers 8 and 9.
Two weeks prior to the first
scheduled performance, the fifes
arrived. On August 23, 1975, the 1st
Michigan celebrated its debut
performan ce. The people at
Greenfield Village and Henry Ford
Museum in Dearborn, Michigan gave
us our first break. Sight unseen they
allowed the corps to become a part of
their Military Muster. The corps'
drums not yet completed, they h ad to

Greenfield Village. There were 15
Corps in attendance that day
including: C h arles W. D ickerson,
Junior Colonials, Joshua Huddy,
Stony Creek, Nutmeg, Colonials of
Alton, Moodus, Plymouth, Mount
Kisco, Coginchaug Ancients, CA
Palmer, Morris County Militia,
Kentish Guards, Courthouse
Volunteers and Tippecanoe. To this
day Greenfield Village remains the
beautiful setting of our annual
Muster on the weekend following the
4th of July. In 1980, we would begin
hosting a second muster at Fort
Niagara in Youngstown, New York.
The corps would a lso continue to
return to the east coast as often as
possible, to participate in such
musters as Camden, Carmel,
Huntington, Bloomsburg, Montpelier,
Monmouth a nd Westbrook. The
corps now averages approximately 80
events a year, with a year 'round
active schedule.
There have been many other
special performances that have
highlighted this 20 year career. In
1981, the Corps would begin yearly
excursions to Boston and Concord,
Massachusetts to participate in the
Patriot's Day celebrations. For many
years this has included a performance
inside the O ld North C hurch for the
Lantern Ceremony, as well as
participa tion in the Concord parade.
It is always an honor to perform as
the opening band for the Black
C ULLEN & KINNARE
INSURANCE, INC.
135 C H URCH STREET
P.O. BOX 307
GUILFORD. CT 06437

WILLIAM M. KJNNARE. PRESIDBlNT
SHAWN M. JGNNARE. v. PRESIDENT

OFFICE: 203-453-4829
HOME: 203-421-4636

of Dickerson is a n experience that a ll
who participated will never forget. It
was also a pleasure to serve as the
American organizers of a Muster at
the Honorable Artillery Company in
London, E ngla nd. We a lso had the
opportunity to play for Prince
Andrew at th e Royal Tournament a t
Earls Court, Lo ndon, England. Other
memorable performances included
Edinburgh, Scotland, a Youth Band
Tattoo in Coventry, En gland, and
Caenarfon a nd Caerphilly Castles in
Wales.
In 1980, we h ad the pleasure of
recording our first album, 1st
Michigan Volume I. This was
followed in 1983 by Volume II, "A
Matter of Pride." Our third album,
"Reflections of the Past," is presently
held up in post production due to the
Logsdon family moving to a new
address.
Musical Traditions

Since beginning with those 5 tunes
m a ny yea rs ago, the 1st Michiga n
has continued to research and add to
its repertoire. The corps has chosen
to play o nly those pieces that can be
documented to the 18th century time
period. Even with this chosen
limitation, o ur present performing
reperto ire consists of approxima tley
200 piece!t. During any given pa rade
route, if is our goal to not repeat any
tune. We a lso do not have set

of the D ownfall of Paris.
The Jollification

In celebration of this a nniversary,
the 1st Michigan wil1 be h olding a 20
year reunion on Novemher 26, 1994,
the Saturday following Thanksgiving.
We are looking for a ll 1st Michiga n
Alumni to come and join us in this
event. Anyone interested in attending
should contact Mark and Mary
Logsdon at 13842 Wellington,
Sterling H eights, Ml 48313
(810) 247-1775.
The Future

That drea m that one man h ad, is
now the reality a nd enjoyment of
many. In fact, after 20 years, the 1st
Michigan is still growing, ch anging
and developing. There is a general
feeling o f rejuvenation as we welcome
several new members and are also
having old members return to our
ranks. Twenty years ago there were
two corps in the State o f Michigan,
now we are 5 corps strong, with three
Michigan Musters. Yes ... Fifing a n d
Drumming - th at ancient a rt fo rm,
hobby, musical o utlet, family activity,
community, lifestyle - is alive and
well and th riving in the midwest.

Support The Company
promote individual
membership.

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC.
presents

Authentic
Fife and Drum Corps Hats

A

for the finest quality headwear
you can buy. Call or write:

(201) 371-9100 14.39 Springfield Ave., Irvington, NJ 07111
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Ruth lF. Sommer
62
Co-Founder/Color Guard

Hanaford's Volunteers
Vermont
April, 1994

lF. Maddox Parmalee, Jr.
46
Drum Major

Hanaford's Volunteers
Vermont
April, 1994

Derelk Charles Catt
24
Fifer
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!l{utli !F. Sommer
Co-founder of Hanaford's Volunteers
Fife & Dmm Corps, Ruth Sommer
passed away on April 9 after a long
illness. She proudly carried the
American flag in parades and
performances for 20 years and
contributed to the corps' development
:• in many ways. An effective organizer,
she served as business manager,
editor and illustrator of the newsletter,
keeper of the scrapbook,. registrar
and would often take on a task
simply because it needed doing for
the good of the corps. The Muster
button for this year's National
Muster depicts Ruth's grandfather,
John T. Logan, a drummer boy with
the 9th New York Hawkins Zouaves
during the Civil War. Her husband
Gerd is a snare and bass drummer
with Hanaford's. Daughter Lori is a
fifer and son Scott is a musketman in
the color guard. Her many, many
friends in the fife and drum world

Don started drumming at the age of
seven when he and his brother John,
a fifer, joined the St. Benedict's
Junior FDC of the Bronx, NY. By
1948 he was one of the top junior
snare drummers in the Northeast,
winning the NY State junior
individual championship that year
and going on to earn the top prize in
several contests. As a young man in
the mid-50's he played with the
Mount Vernon VFW Post 596, St.
Benedict's Sr. FDC, which later
became the New York Regimentals
and finally with the U.S. Army Field
Band in Germany for two years.
Returning to civilian life, Don
gravitated to the big sound ofM&M
playing snare with the championship
New York Skyliners B&DC for
several years. Raising a family and
moving to New Jersey caused the
hiatus in Don's drumming but the
spirit wap rekindled in the mid-1960's
when, ,with his brother John, the two
organized an informal parade-type
fife and drum corps sponsored by
the Pasack Valley American Legion.
Losing key members to the Vietnam
conflict, the corps was inactive until
1975 when it was reorganized again
being known as the Ridgemen. Don
continued to play with the Ridgemen
and marched his last parade on July
4, 1994 in Sparten, New Jersey. He is
survived by his wife, Wilma, three
children and several brothers and
sisters including snare drummer Neil
O'Brien of the Ancient Mariners of
Connecticut plus a legion of drum
corps friends.
Reported by Neil O'Brien

In his hey-day, Artie Olson was
probably one of the most in,ipressive
drum majors in the land. A member
of NYC's R.A. Garbarina Post AL.
BDC, he led them when they won
their two National Championships
.. . in 1949 and '50.
Artie's corps background, however,
was as mundane as that of the
majority ofus. H e started in the 30's
with a small neighborhood corps in
the Bay Ridge section of Brooklyn,
NY . .. Capt. Small's "Naval
Reserve." A corps, by the way, that
produced more important and
influential corpsmen than anyone
watching them parade could have
imagined possible.
While in Brooklyn's St. Francis
School he, made the acquaintance of
Phil Mahfouz, then a bugler with the
Advertising Men's Post Corps and
was soon accepted to membership
therein. The drum maior of that verv

Illinois
May, 1994

w1l miss
hand.
Reported by Gerd Sommer

Ve:rek., Charfes Catt
Ralph C. Broman
63
Color Guard
Black Rock
Connecticut
June, 1994

Donald J, O'Brien
58
I!

Snare Drummer
Ridgemen
New Jersey
July, 1994

Arthur 11Artie11 Olson
73
Drum Major
Sons of Liberty
Brooklyn, New York
July, 1994

!l(afpli C. 'Broman
A member of the color guard, Ralph
passed away in June 1994. A standout
football player at Georgia Tech
University, he went on to play tight
end for the Los Angeles Rams of the
National Football League. A veteran
of the Korean conllict, he served as a
captain in the United States Marine
Corps and was a member of the
Stratford VFW Post 1460 and
American Legion Post 143 of the
same city.
by Gerre Iliff

/

Derek Charles Catt of Aurora,
Illinois died Friday, May 27, 1994
due to injuries received in a
motorcycle traffic accident in
Greenville, South Carolina.
At the time of his passing, Derek
was an outstanding member of the
River Valley Colonial Fife and Drum
Corps (RVC), of Winnebago, IL. He
had been a lifer with RVC for the
past two years. His superior musical
ability along with his friendly, good
natured attitude made him a perfect
lit and valued member of o ur corps
as well as the fife and drum "world."
Derek had the ability to bring out
more than just notes and rhythms in
a tune, and he was able to pass that
along to our entire life line. In
practice we often heard him say
things like, "That was good, but let's
try it this way", or, "What if we did
this?" Oh sure, sometimes we looked
at him like he was from another
planet, but usually he hit the nail
right on the head.
If you knew D erek, you knew a
man who's first love was filing. He
would fife anywhere with anyone for
any reason! When we were at events
and you heard a fife playing, odds
were that it was Derek. He was not
.· proud or conceited. He would play
Yankee Doodle with the newest recuirt
and then play the toughest fife solo
with the most experience.d member.
Derek had a great sense of humor
which he often intermingled with his
new ideas for our corps. His new
ideas always got looks life he was
from another planet!
Derek was a student at Northern
Illinois University, a member of the
American Motorcycle Club, and a
member of the Honda Sport Touring

!F. 9vfatufo;r__ Parmalee, Jr.
With Maddox, fifing & drumming
was a family affair. Active supporters
of Hanaford's Volunteers, da ughter
Elizabeth is a fifer, a nd daugh ter
Annie a "camp follower" and in the
color guard. Maddox's wife, Nancy,
could always be counted on as a
volunteer for corps activities.
Maddox was drum major for the
corps for the past two seasons, also
serving as business manager. A
Vietnam veteran, he will always be
remembered for his generous, warm
spirit. His daughter Elizabeth played
the fife with other members of the
corps at ~ memorial service held
recently. Memorial gifts may be
made to a scholarship fund in his
memory, in care of H anaford's
Volunteers FDC, P.O. Box 90,
Jericho, VT 05465.
Reported by Paul Tenny
Associatio·n. Derek was also an a rmy
veteran and a sign language
interpreter. He had also been a
member of The King's Eighth
Regi ment of Foot, The Old G uard
Fife and Drum Corps and the
Tippecanoe Ancient Fife a nd
Drum Corps.
by Eric J F Goelzer

snappy corps was t e we nown,
and recently departed, Frank
Mangan. Many years later Artie was
heard to relate that he had developed
his style by studying Frank, who ...
as a drum major .. . was second to
none.
Artie met his wife, Rose, during
WWII at Camp Stewart, GA, where
he entertained his fellow troops by
twirling at a U.S.O . fu nction. One of
the local young ladies invited to the
post for the dance, Rose soon learned
that, contrary to what people said,
Brooklyn boys made good family
men . .. The Olson's six sons and
nine grandchildren will attest to that.
His aforementioned stint in the
big-time bugle & drum world well
behind him, Artie was eventually
persuaded to come out of retirement
and major the popula r Sons of
Liberty FDC of Brooklyn. T hough
not previously a member of an
Ancient corps, he was not long in
adapting to the style and philosophy
of the traditionalists. Even after "The
Sons" eventually disbanded, Artie
remained a great supporter of The
Company and could usually be seen
at each year's Westbrook Muster and
Jaybird Day. It was at one of the
latter gatherings that he donated a
Sons of Liberty bass drum to o ur
Museum.
In fact, the drum major's uniform
that Artie is pictured in here is on
display in the special drum major
exhibit in our Museum. On July 6
Artie joined his military mentor,
Frank Mangan, leaving his family
and many good friends behind.
by Ed Olsen
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1st Michigan Colonial FDC, Sterling Heights, MI. Reporter Mary Logsdon said

the corps turned out on Saturday of Memorial Day weekend for a 10:00 a.m.
parade in Trenton, MI with 40 members in ranks, performing before a big
crowd. On Sunday the corps was in St. Claire Shores with 50 members before
the biggest crowd of the weekend. On Monday they turned out 45 for a
Memorial service in Sterling Heights then a 10:00 a.m. parade.
Great Lakes Ancient Field Musick, Romeo, MI. Reporter Kathleen Curatolo said

that the corps marched in one parade, a combined Feast of St. Claire and
Memorial Day affair on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. The corps turned out 16 for the
Fort Huron, MI appearance.
Hill City FDC, Hill City, South Dakota. Fifer and corps director Dianne

Playing at 1994 Memorial Day observances up and down the east coast were corps
like the Palm Coast Colonials, organized in 1990, and shown at VfW Post #8696 in
Palm Coast, Florida.

Memorial Day ... The Beat Goes On
by George Yeramian

WINDSOR, CT - With the idea of giving some attention to corps that don't
usually send us reports, and are mostly out of the immediate area, I called
around the country to see what some corps did this Memorial Day weekend.
To all, I asked basically the same questions: What parades or activities; how
many and where; how was the corps' turnout and how big were the crowds of
onlookers. Besides getting the answers, I talked with friendly, interesting and
somewhat surprised fellow Ancients, aged 17 to 78!
Here are some reports in alphabetical order:
Acton Minutemen, Acton, Massachusetts. Reporter Bob Werner said his
activities were limited due to a "bad hip." The Minutemen marched in two

parades on Memorial Day itself, 11:00 a.m. in Acton with a turnout of 13 and
1:30 p.m. in nearby Medford with only 10. The unit also decorated six
historical sites including cemeteries. A medium sized crowd in Acton, but a
large, responsive crowd in Medford.
1n~rew Lewfs Vol!'nt~~~s, Clint~~:'.ille, We_s! ':!rginia. 01? ~riend Ho~ard

Murray reported that they played a concert on Monday at the town cemetery
with 14 members. Memorial Day also marked the start of their annual
Monday evening concert series on Hill City's Main Street. With cities few and
far between, the corps ranges far and wide for their paid performances, doing
three parades in Nebraska, one in Wyoming and an appearance at Mt.
Rushmore, recently ... hundreds of miles to go anywhere ... and many of us
think of going to Rhode Island from Connecticut as "a trip and a half." It sure
is relative.
Commonwealth Ancients Band of Music Fifes & Drums, Greensburg, Pennsylvania.
Our reporter is Monica Mcilvain, their enthusiastic program director and a
fifer. In their brochure, which features many press clippings, they procliam
themselves to be "the only one of their kind anywhere," offering to "build a
program for any event" including the French and Indian War, the
Revolutidnary War and, either or both sides of the Civil War. Now that's
versatility. Monica said the corps activities started the week before Memorial
Day on Armed Forces day, when the entire corps turned out. Along with the
Berlin FDC, the Commonwealth Ancients provided music which included
popular service songs of today and melodies all the way back to Revolutionary
War favorites. On Memorial Day itself the corps played for the 9th
Pennsylvania Co. A, Civil War reenactors, who placed a headstone at the grave
of Brig. General Conrad Jackson, a hero of the Civil War buried in Allegheny
cemetery.
Connecticut Valley Field Music, Middlesex County, CT. Just for comparison, here
is the schedule of my corps, fairly typical of corps in New England and New
York: Noontime parade in Colchester on Sunday; 9:00 a.m. parade in
G lastonbury on Monday, then rush to East Hartford for a 10:30 a.m. parade
and down to Marlborough for a 1:00 p.m. parade . . . walked both ways at all
three parades to meet the schedule ... whew!

WANTED: CRAFTY PEOPLE!
YES, crafty people who will
donate handcrafted items and
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All donations tax deductible:
• Christmas items
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several years ago at the Carmel Muster, said his corps had no Memorial
weekend activities. But his 20 member corps that usually turns out at least 10
has marched in St. Patrick's Day parades, in special events of Lewis & Clark
Heritage Days; on July 4 and (in early June when we talked) was looking
forward to hosting a July 23 Muster scheduled to include the First Michigan,
Janesville Ancients, John Hanson Patriots, NJ Colonial Militia, Yankee
Tunesmiths, Patowmack Ancients and a n area pipe band ... sounded like a
great lineup.
Berlin Fife & Drum Corps, Berlin, Pennsylvania. Reporter Doug Bell said that
Berlin is 70 miles east of Pittsburgh, in Somerset County, the highest point in
the state. And, the corps was founded in 1782 ... or was that the town???
Anyway, on Sunday of Memorial Day weekend, the corps pa rticipated in a
long time activity (40 plus years), going to a small rural church in Fairhope,
where they escorted the colors and played for services in the cemetery. On
Memorial Day itself they led the parade in Berlin which ended at the local
cemetery where the corps' founder, George Johnson, a Revolutionary War hero
is buried. I guess it was the corps itself that was founded in 1782. The fifers and
drummers also placed bronze markers at the graves of deceased corps
members. Membership in the corps is 34, turnout was 20.
Caldwell County FDC, Lenoir, North Carolina, pronounced without the " i", as
Lenor. Business manager Pam Green reported that on Sunday the corps was
featured in a 30 minute program in Lenoir that included musical selections
from various wars. They also participated in wreath laying and a monument
dedication. Nine members were in uniforms of the 1812 era and they played to
a large audience. In the last two years the corps has been awarded a grant from
the North Carolina Arts Council and has also received a grant from an
educational foundation. Alive and well in North Carolina!
Colonial FDC, Alton, Illinois. When I called The Company's listed contact
person, D ebbie Klopfer, I got her 17-year-old son, Ben, who has been playing
bass drum for eight years. Ht: was most helpful, saying that the corps took part
in one parade in Alton. This particular parade is considered to be the oldest
Memorial Day parade in the mid west. The step-off was at 11 :00 a.m. on
Monday, with the Colonial FDC the only fife and drum unit on the ma rch. The
corps turned out 32 members playing to a large, very responsive audience. This
was a neat, concise report from a courteous and articulate lad I felt privileged
to converse with.
Janesville FDC, Janesville, Wisconsin. No one was home at the time of my call,
but I did get a message informing corps members that there was a parade at
Oak Hill cemetery at 11 :00 a.m. on Memorial D ay.
John Hanson Patriots, St. Mary Star of the Sea, Indian Head, Maryland. What a

great name. They must have a huge bass drum to lay that one on. Although the
corps was not active on Memorial Day, had a nice talk with former
correspondent Mabel Painter and hopefully we'll get more news from down
that way, sometime soon.
River Valley Colonial FDC, Palatine, Illinois. Spoke with Kristen Goelzer, who
described herself as a "pregnant musket-man", wife of snare drummer E ric
Goelzer. The corps had no Memorial Day activities but I did learn that
Palatine is one hour Northwest of Chicago.

or the Museum of Fife &
Drum at the November 19
Business Meeting.

• Toys and dolls
• Home decorations
• Food

For details contact Dodie McGrath (203) 399-6436 or Lee D'Amicg (203) 878-0123

Don't Take A Chance ...
Travel With Sprance!

Spranee

TRAVEL
• Basel-Fasnacht 1995, March 2- 1 1. If you love
fifing and drumming, this is a one of a kind
festival you don't want to miss. Call now
while space is still available.
• St. Patric ks D ay in Ireland. March l l - 18, 1995.
Parade down historic O'Connell Street in
Dublin on Marc h 17. To ur inc ludes: Ring of
Kerry, the Blarney Stone, dinner at Bunratty
Castle and many more exciting stops along
the way.
• Now is the .time to start planning corps trips
fo r 1995. Let us h elp you m ak e it a carefree
and m e morable one. Customized Tours to
Ire land, Switzerland, England and Germany,
with parades and concerts schedule d along
the way. Call o r write for free estim ates and
complete d etails.

Sprance Travel Services
Better seruice at lower prices
Phone (718) 497-6420 · Fax (718) 497-1801
55-37 Metropolitan Avenue
Ridgewood, NY 11385-1202
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The Last Muster

Milford Mayor "Shot"
At Ancient Tattoo

by Oley Svenson
COLCHESTER, CT - On Saturday
July 30, 1994, the Connecticut Valley
Field Music co-hosted, along with
the Colchester Historical Society, a
neat little Muster that began with a
parade at noon and ended with a
jollification on the village green at
around 4:00 p.m.
· Between those hours, the host
corps and a dozen guest units played
some "good listening" Ancient music,
the highlight of which was a halfhour presentation by the Marlborough
Junior Ancients. Their performance
was interestingly and ably narrated
by the corps' director, Rick Crowley.
The youngsters sure know their'
program and present it very
efficiently.
The Muster was held in conjunction
with a craft fair, drawing a good
sized crowd that was attentive and
responsive. The co-host historical
society is donating $1400 to The
Ancients Fund of The Company of
Fifers & Drummers as a positive way
to say "thank you" for the musical
entertainment. Participating corps
included the host CVFM,
Hammonasset FDC, Nutmeg
Volunteers, Chester, Totoket,
Marlborough Juniors, Sons of the
Whiskey Rebellion, Nathan Hale,
Moodus, East Hampton, Westbrook,
Windsor and the Sailing Masters of
1812 ... a worthy effort for a
worthy cause.
The announcing duties were
pleasantly performed by Deep
River's Marilyn Malcarne. This
lovely lady is always willing to assist

MILFORD, CT - At Friday night's
Tattoo, Milford Mayor Fred Lisman
was shot at by the Ancient Mariners,
but they missed,, and hit two of their
own. The mayor jumped up unscathed
and "shot" the local tax collector,
Joel Baldwin. Tattoo performances
were given by the host Milford
Volunteers, the Fussileers of
Union vale, NY and three Connecticut
units, Marlborough, Jr., Westbrook
and Ancient Mariners.
Saturday's parade and Muster was
attended by Adamsville Ancients of
Delmar, NY; our feature corps, Stony
Creek, CT; the 13th New Hampshire
of Derry, Kentish Guards, RIM; the
Fussileers, Westbrook Drum Corps,
Deep River Seniors and Tories;
Totoket, 18th CT, Ameri-Clique,
Ancient Mariners, 17th CT of
Torrington, Sherman's March,
Milford Alumni and Milford Future.
Opening ceremonies were longer
than usual with a few special
presentations. Lee D'Amico received
· an award from the Milford Volunteers
for her service and devotion to the
corps'. In turn, Lee presented awards
to John D'Amico and Pattie D'Amico
for her work on special projects.
Surprising everyone with a corps
of 36, the Milford Volunteers gave a
good performance with two drum
solos. Not bad for a corps that went
three years without any drummers.
The corps honored Stuart Sears for
his part in founding the Milford
Volunteers. Stuart's son, Sandy, said
The Company Prayer.
A visiting guest, former snare
drummer Marty Field of St.
Petersburn_h . Flo.i:ida oresented the

(In July, That Is !)
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The 18th CT Regiment FDC on stand at the Milford Volunteers June 25 Muster,
which was dedicated to founder Stuart Sears and marked the corps' 30th anniversary.
)

Not high humidity, lightening and thunder
or loss of electricity could stop ...

Hale At The Homestead
by Roberta Banks

COVENTRY, CT - The 8th annual
encampment weekend hosted by the
Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes &
Drums, Inc. was a little behind
schedule due to the weather.
However, the rain held off and the
Saturday afternoon battle ensued.
The narration helped keep the
audience abreast of colonial battle
"tactics" as the fifes and drums of the
colonies (NHAF&D) traded musical
insults with the British and Loyalist
m11c~I'"' trn.rvnc

/mpmhprc,
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The muster performances were met
with sunshine and humidity and a
good crowd of spectators. The muster
meal was cooking and all was going
smoothly until the performance by
the 17th Connecticut Fifes and
Drums (halfway through) the PA
system went out. Frantically the
unplugged wire was searched for,
but, the problem came from the
street. A tree had fallen on the power
lines just down from the Homestead.
A 11
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With what is now their second
annual Muster behind them, the
CVFM is warming to the task of
Muster hosting and is looking
forward to expanding their
experience in this endeavor to
entertain an ever-enlarging
enlistment of entrants to the
enriching and enticing environment
of this Muster (they hope to co-host a
larger event next year).
Editor's note: Oley Svensen is our
Armenian correspondent vacationing
in Connecticut.
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Muster ribbon to the Adamsville
Ancients. Marty played with the old
Devon Grammar School FDBC in
his youth. Announcing was George
Yeramian, Lee D'Amico and, for the
first time, John D'Amico, Jr.
The mystery corps turned out to be
the Nutmeg Volunteer Juniors, who
quickly made masks to wear on
stand. With only two slight injuries
and one missing person, the Milford
Volunteers 1994 Muster was an
overwhelming success.
Reported by Lee D'Arnico

.,~~00S MODEL Straight bore; plays with traditional
eas.&i\,, Exterior tapers gently. Tapered ferrules, 2" long
(Civf· ....... ·:,,Period).
COL, ,,,:]~J.- MODEL As above, except straight brass
· ferrules 314.. "·
(Revolutionary Period).
WALTFI
ore tapers near blowhole. Lows are rich
(like McDonag ·
· ... s are easy, loud & clear. The best
of both worlds: no':,,-:·
promise. 3/4" straight ferrules.
M-1 2-piece (tuna .. '· ':compound blowhole, body has
tapered bore. Head ha
J~d profile. A mellow fife for
the concert player.

Sweetheart Fifes are designeq'.']:~y fifers to play on
pitch with Ferrary, Model F'':)!\\~hcl Cloos.
All
instruments are hand finished, ·,a',
immediate shipment. Sw~etheart
_)th.:iave been
made for 20 years with pride, quality and'1

affo

Phone (203) 749-4494 or write for a fr~e::::::!li!:::,,
brochure of all Sweetheart instruments ·····

Sweetheart Fifes
32 South Maple St, Enfield, CT 06082

Federal Blues RIM and the Pawtuxet
Rangers) behind their respective
lines. The colonists won this year,
though we don't always. It's not an
actual reenactment so the flip of a
coin usually decides. The massing of
the militia and the mourning
ceremony was deleted due to an
impending storm. As the last to be
dismissed "Nathan Halers" turned to
see the bolts of lightening strike just
over the Hale Homestread and the
crashing thunder start. Only the very
quick were not caught by the almost
immediate downpour.
Sometime during the battle the
Tittabawasse Valley Fifes and Drums
had arrived and were quietly getting
ready for their scheduled concert in
one of the barns out of the rain.
When asked what to do - the answer
came - go on if you like - part of the
crowd is still here - those that found
the closest cover to be that other than
their cars. The rain turned to drizzle
and as the corps from Midland, MI
marched along the flag lot the people
reappeared from everywhere;
company tents, flys, barns and under
trees. The Tittabawasse Valley
performed a narrated concert to the
delight of those remaining.
A closing ceremony on Saturday
by the Nathan Hale AFDC was no
sooner cbmpleted than the skies
openecl up and down came the rain.
This day was over. Time to secure all
the camps and settle in, or, go home
and dry out!
Sunday morning the tents were a
little more than "dew" struck.
Campers spoke of new rivers running
through their tents and down the
isles between them. A little less of the
colonial activities are seen as some
militia units are leaving and more
drum corps are arriving. At one
o'clock the Sunday parade starts with
12 guest corps, the remaining militia
units and camp followers and the
host Nathan Hale units.

of the day.
As no bull horn could be located
announcer George Yeramian was
relieved by Natalie Smith, of Nathan
Hale and Tom Moran, formerly a
member, who continued the
announcing unaided by modern
equipment. They called out intros
and songs one after another in two
different directions complete with the
antics of an ad-lib situation. The
corps all played and "The Grand
Finale" went on, our version of a
formal and somewhat organized
massed combination corps, to the
delight of those still there. The Circle
of Friendship formed and the muster
meal was served. Some participants
enjoyed chicken chowder, dessert
and lemonade while others played in
the jam. Then somewhere, someone
decided the weekend had been long
enough for the hosts and started
the rain again. Spectators and
participants alike disappeared and
cleanup time and breaking camp
started again. The Nathan Hale
Ancient Fifes & Drums 8th Annual
Encampment Weekend "Hale at the
Homestead" was now formally over.
We could all go home, dry out, take a
well deserved rest as we contemplated
- next yearr??
The fife and drum corps attending
were: Tittabawasse Valley, Midland,
Michigan; Federal Blues, RIM;
Westbrook, Windsor, Marlborough,
Jr., 17th Connecticut, East Hampton,
Marquis of Granby, Jr., Col. John
Chester, all of Connecticut; Spirit of
'76, Endicott, NY and Capt. James
Buxton, MA

NOVEMBER 12
Martin D. Andrews
Memorial Scholarship
"JAM"

Details in calendar

And,
the .winner
IS ...

Joe Gaudett (r.) a retired snare drummer with the old Yellow
Mill Village FDC of CT was the lucky winner of the snare
drum crafied and donated by drum maker Ed Classey with
a special emblazonment by fifer Jody Clark, an artist and
member of the Deep River Sr. FDC. He's shown receiving the
prize from his drummer son, Joe, Jr., an accomplished
rudimentalist who is an instructor for the M & M champion
Bergen County Cadets of New Jersey.

THE CEREMONY OF MARRIAGE was
performed on f,
day evening, May 20 at an East Granby
--Church, uniting fif
Jennifer Wick and Scott Greenstreet of the CT Valley Field Music and the
Ancient Mariners, respectively. Fellow musician Lynn Goss played the flute
during the service attended by family and many drum corps friends. Scott, is
chief fifer of the Mariners, Musters chairman for The Company, and a memb
of the Executive Committee. Fellow Mariners who were part of the wedding
party included best man Kevin Brown, Norm Ott, Jack Cafferty, David Jone,
and Steve Varhol, along with president of The Company Dave Hooghkirk,
Stony Creek.
A NEW JUNIOR CORPS is forming in Connecticut through the efforts of ti
8th Cl Regt. FD of Warehouse Point. The new group is in Warehouse Point
itself with 22 new recruits, ages 7 to 15. Robin Niemitz, director of the unit, I
Warehouse Point Junior Fifes and Drums writes "Ancient fifing and drumming I

provided many wonderful opportunities and memories, and we felt it was
jmportant that this type of activity, and its historical significance, not fall by
the wayside. More importantly, it is a great way for children to inc rease selfesteem and learn self-discipline, two very important qualities sometimes
lacking in today's children." The youngsters made their first appearance on
Memorial Day in town. For more information write Robin L. Niemitz, 6 N o
Main Street, East Windsor, CT 06088.

1.

2.
3.
A

Maryland's 12 man snare line, just
returned from a concen tour of
Switzerland, at the DRAM Friday night.
Tom McGuire. teacher, historian, fifer.
caught in the act at Valley Forge, PA
by Nonh Branford's Ralph Marrone.
The Minute Men of Li's Larry Kron
donating hand carved, miniature drum
corps figures to the Museum.
Tl-~

~-•A~'-_,, L. ........... l'..A.,.,.

Urr .... ,,...r,,... ..rl'r

NEW RECORDINGS of fife and drum music in two distinctly different styl
are available now in CD form from the Middlesex County Volunteers of
Massachusetts and the Ancient Mariners of Connecticut. The Volunteers effort
titled "The Banks of Allan Waters" and is also available in cassette form. 11
features music collected during the corps tour of Scotland in 1992. The
Mariners effort in production for two years is called "Crossin' The Line" and
the musical story of a cruise of an 181 2 U.S. frigate. The Mariners recently
returned from their 5th musical tour of Switzerland. Their first visit was
in 1970.
HAVING A VERY GOOD YEAR is the way the Colonial Musketeers of
Hacketstown, NJ phrase it, in describing recent activities which include
championship titles for the junior Ancient class in both the New York and
•
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•

•

•
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5.
6.

7.

I lt'lulq1111rter.1/M u.1·eu111.
./oh11 McGrath(/.). up from Southland
011 DRAM weekend. with friends in the
Museum's social rooms.
Chris St. Pe1er of 3rd NJ Volumeers at
the DRAM.
Fort Ticonderoga FDC at a July
pe,jormance in the historic NY site.

14

July (absolutely fantasti<.:) and will be in Colonial Williamsburg in August. Th
corps would like lo hear from Ancient friends about their idea for " restarting
an an nual Muster in Jersey." Write Joe Little, director, Colonial Musketeers,
702 Baldwin Street, Ha<.:kettstown, NJ 07840.

SNARE DRUMMER WARREN LEE of the Germantown Ancients proudly led
his shipmates in the Memorial Day Parade in Norwalk, CT this yea r, playing
on a snare drum with a specially emblazoned U.S.S. Missouri emblem. The
drum was made by fellow snare drummer Pal Cooperman, with whom Warren
played over 40 years ago in the legendary Colonial Greens of VFW Post #596.
Mount Vernon, NY.
PENNIES FROM THE BRONX, to our special fund raising efforts came to th
Mus_eum in the form of a $50.00 donation from Kevin Curren, new director of
the St. Benedict's Jr. Fife & Drum Corps which recently played at the Museum a
a part of our 1994 Tuesday night concert program. Here's how the TON OF
PENNIES campaign works: One roll of pennies (50 pennies) weighs 1/4 lb.
Two hundred pennies (4 rolls) weighs one pound. Our goal is one ton of
pennies (2000 lbs.) which acids up to $4000. We have a jar in the social room ,
the Headquarters/Museum. It's been suggested that we ask each member corp:
to "keep a jar" for members to fill with pennies. If you can't make a meeting,
mail us the check and mark it for the Special TOP Campaign. We'll keep you
advised of our progress in future issues.

8. Angel and Marcel Gieger of the Swiss

9.

Colonials help son Patrick enjoy his
first corn on the cob during July visit to
Connec1icut.
Minute Men of LI fifer Dan
O'Shaughnessy. a member of the
original Sons of Liberty of
Brooklyn, NY.

10. New Jersey's smiling Irish fifer, Jack

11.

12.

O'Brien. leis you know 1hat Hoboken
is home.
Connecticu1 Patrio1s fifer Mickey
Andrews laking time ow from his
Tuesday night parking dwies at the
Museum lo play a few after a concen.
Life Member/Trustee Bill Gallagher
tries one of the hisloric fifes in the
Museum collec1ion during a recem
visit.

13. Up from 1he Bronx 1his summer were
Kevin Curran (/.) and Charlie Nesto.
director and drum instructor,
respectively. of the St. Benedict's Jr.
FDC. which was a featured Tuesday
night pe,jormer in che Museum concet
series.
14. Tom Keida and Carol Phillips. directo.
and secretary. respectively, of NJ's
Colonial Musketeers. ac the Revolutionary War statue on the grounds of
1he Katona. NY veterans hospital.
15. Erin Connolly of the Union Brigade.
MA. getting back into it after the April
meeting.
16. The Spirit is alive and well on the boa.
ofJoe Culhane, Sr., in Florida.
Pholos by: Ron DaSilva. Ed Olsen. Joe Culhane.
Diane D'Angelo, Belly Moylan, and George Yeramia,
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England's most famous ship, the HMS Victory, fabled in British sea lore as the
flagship of Admiral Lord Nelson, forms the backdrop for (from I.) Chick Webb,
Frank Noble and Chuck Connors, members of the Massachusetts Colonial Navy who
toured the vessel in April and were caught by Linda Noble's camera.

Troopers, Col. John Enjoy Millbrook Affair
(continued from page I)

former Fusi leer drummer Larry
Clegg, who Oed the country last year
to es1,;ape the scorn of his fellow
Fusileers' for failing to lile a story in
The Ancient Times about the '93
Muster, as he had volunteered to do.
The Civil War Troopers presented
a fine sight and sound and created a
great visual effect with their line of
three synchronized bass drummers,
with their arm waving beatings ... no
wonder, as each is an individual
chamnion in his own ri,:,-ht r.ol John

"Time Machine."
History was made as Ed Schook of
the Confederate Field Music actually
filled out an announcer sheet,
something he never bothered to do
before, either with the fairly new
Field Music or the now inactive O.H.
Booth Hose Co. FDC. I was tempted
not to read it but that would have
suited him just fine, so 1 used it to
harass him a bit.
In addition to the host Fusileers
:incl F-Troon othPrrorns m :,lcino.

Making A Difference

At The Western End

by Frank B. Hadley

by George Yeramian

Much of the philosophical
motivation behind the scenes in the
Ancient Fife & Drum Corps is
patriotism. It seems, unfortunately,
politically incorrect to use the word.
But, it is alive and well, at least in
these units.
The Colonial Navy ofMassachusetts,
in April of this year traveled to
England to take part in the
commemoration of the patriotism
evidenced by our armed forces on
D-Day. Fifty years ago on June 6,
35,000 patriots lost their lives
invading Adolf Hitler's "Fortress
Europe." They made a difference.
As part of that trip we visited
another period of history and
performed at the HMS Victory, the
flagship upon which Admiral Lord
Nelson died at the battle of Trafalgar
in 1804. l'japoleon said "give me
control.of the English Channel for
six hours and I'll be in London in
two weeks." Nelson and his Oeet
never let him have it. They made a
difference.
Luther Bradford, the boy fifer and
Francis Barker, the drummer for the
Acton Minutemen made a difference
at the North Bridge in Concord April
19,1775.
While our contributio ns may not
be as dramatic as those of other
patriots, I'm sure you have watched
the crowd's response at many of your
performances. A woman smiles,
another stands a little taller, a
veteran salutes your colors, a child
laughs and dances an impromptu
jig ...

WINDSOR, CT - While calling
around the country to ask about
Memorial Day activities (see The /Jem
Goes On in this issue) I thought I'd
check on how San Francisco noted
the holiday by calling ex-Stony
Creeker and Life Member of The
Company, fifer Jack Doyle. Jack has
been relegated to that "cold",
impersonal, barren, earthquake
ravished, derelict ridden, end of the
earth location for the past 10 years o r
more. He makes the best of it by
continuing to play the fife, performing
in public whenever possible and
returning home infrequently, such as
last September when he was able to
enjoy the Sudbury Muster.
But, I digress. Memorial Day
functions in San Francisco. None.
There was a Latin American Festival
in the Mission District but it had no
connection to Memorial Day. It seems
that the smallest town in our state of
Connecticut did more, officially, in
memory of our forebearers than that
celebrated "cultural" colussus on the
"other" coast.
Always upbeat, Jack did have a
positive tale to tell. Attending a Civil
War reenactment earlier this year at
Kelley Park in San Jose, he met
another lifer, Dave Fischmann, who
played with Hanaford's Volunteers in
the mid to late '70's and formed a fife
and drum corps in the Fullerton area
in late 1993 called the South Coast
Volunteers. With Dave was snare
drummer Andrew Erdsley from Los
Angeles who had been taught by
George Carroll. Jack, Dave and Andy
joined together as field music for the
reenactors and nlaved the entire

We Ancients Have Made A Difference!

es er soun e so 1 wit on y a
of their usual compliment, (18 of 35).
This long time ( 1940) junior corps is
at the height of its revival - successful due to interested kids, good
instructors and an unusually large
number of parents willing to devote
time and effort for the benefit of
the youngsters and the corps.
The Village Volunteers featured the
old and the new "Old Guard" as
alumnus Skip Bub played bass while
snare drummer and new O.G. recruit
Chris Hirt played snare to an
original "Guard" arrangement,

appearances inclucled the Young
Colonials, the Sons and· Daughters of
Liberty, the Heart of the Hudson
Valley Jr. Drum & Bugle Corps and
the Spirit of '76 juniors of Endicott.
The last corps to take the Muster
field, the Continentals of Endicott,
featured three fifes and the stylistic
snare drumming of Brad Burgher, a
student of the late Acton Ostling.
The jamming, the socializing and
the best ziti and meatballs on the
Muster circuit, plus a colorful
torchlight parade ... what more
could anyone ask???

AU)NG

NTIER
by Beth Angst

... The midwest musters continue to grow. Plymouth, Tittabawassee and 1st
Michigan all held musters this year. The Plymouth Muster was the first all
Michigan Muster, with all five Michigan corps taking the stand.
... The 1st Michigan would like to thank Tittabawassee for their special musical
tribute. At the 1st Michigan and Tittabawassee Musters, the corps performed a
medley of five of 1st Michigan's. original songs. This was also a part of massed
m~sic at the Tittabawassee Muster. The members of the 1st Michigan greatly
enJoyed your performance.
... The 1st Michigan would also like to thank Howard Schoonmaker and the
Lewisburg West Virginia Fife and Drum Corps for the hospitality they shared
durin~ our.recent visit. Please note the new address for the 1st Michigan
Colomal Fife & Drum Corps: Mark Logsdon, 13842 Wellington, Sterling
Heights, MI 48313, (810) 247-1775.

WILLIAM J. BOERNER

OBOLO FIFES
Six-hole, one-piece. 8-Flat,
traditional pitch, individually
hand crafted by
Fifer James M. Neely
Write or call for prices

J.M. Neely
(203) 481-5638
76 Baypath Way
Branford, CT 06405

camp uty, sunnse to sunset. Jack
was thrilled, as only a true Ancient
could be. He also mentioned meeting
Chris Drake, a self taught drummer
from Boulder Creek,; California, who
was with the reenactors.
This past fourth of July in
Redwood City, Jack was a lone fifer
for the 3rd U.S. Artillery reenactors,
while Dave's new corps had help from
east coast friends who visited and
performed including snare drummer
Jim Liquori and his wife.

New Book, Now Available:
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by Walter D. Sweet
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Traditional Favorites
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~ Civil-War Selections Borrowed Tunes ~

~

Includes popular music from Ostling's Music of '76

Every tune has a harmony, style markings,
plus practical drumbeats for snare & bass
All parts shown together
Also: streetbeats and standard drumbeats

'Ca

~

-

Histories of the tunes by Susan L. Cifaldi

8½ x 11", 112pp, wirebound; $14.95

REPRESENTATIVE, LEATHER CONSUL TANT
for

HORWEEN LEATHER CO.
TANNERS
VEGETABLE, CHROME, RETANNED SIDE LEATHERS
1488 EAST 9TH STREET

BROOKLYN, NY 11230

(718) 998-9444 Phone/Fax

Available at musters and from:
Ye Colonial Sutler's Shop (Leo Brennan)
Cooperman Fife & Drum Company
Sweetheart Fifes, or write
P.O. Box 783, Warehouse Point, CT 06088
Conn. residents please add 6% sales tax. By mail, please add $2 S & H per order.
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THE TATTLER . .. May, June, July
by George Yeramian

• At the Fusileers' May Millbrook
Muster I visited the campground
prior to the event to get info for the
announcer sheets. Leaving Col.
John's large area, populated by
dozens of parents and kids, I
wandered over to where the Spirit of
'76 Endicott Juniors, from NY were
practicing and talked with their
d_irector, Ann Bello. She said that the
kids loved going to Musters to meet
new friends and hear and learn new
music. In the meantime, the
youngsters started fooling around
and talking loudly, and, that's when I
saw a demonstration of the "Mighty
Whistle." One blast from Ann on this
little instrument of authority brought
instant order. For some leaders it's a
wink, a word, a whip or a wrinkled
brow. The whistle works wonders for
Ann Bello.
• Crowds at parades have a
tendency to change in their focus
and interest from year to year. I
heard sufficient commentary after
this June's Gaspee Day parade in RI
that confirmed my own feelings that
the onlookers were less interested
and seemingly less involved than in
the past years, except for an epidemic
of pebble and cap (firework variety)
throwing by kids in full view of their
parents ... probably the kids were
retaliating for the banning of that
bane on civilization known as "silly
string." However, marching a week
later in Bellows Falls, VT it felt like
we had thousands of relatives
cheering us on and the respect for
the flag was universal, from
beginning to end. I guess it evens out.

walk the parade route and to be
hailed by a long, lean, cheerful chap
who calls you by name and then to
realize it's Mike Quinn from Lugao
Switzerlad who I first met after last
year's DRAM at The Company
Museum, along with his son. And,
later to see the Connolly's of the
Union Brigade, MA, together for the
first time in almost two years, with
a healthy and vivacious Martha
Connolly, and the family's obvious
pleasure in having her back in
circulation. Then to be part of the
outpouring of affection and esteem
for the Ancient Mariners ailing pastcommodore, Norm Ott, as he takes
the stand in a wheel chair and then
walks to stand with his corps.
• John Bosworth, music director of
the Maryland FDC, when asked
about his corps' recent trip to
Switzerland, said that their final
performance before a capacity crowd
in a Swiss stadium received the
wildest, loudest, and longest ovation
-·he has ever witnessed in 45 years of
drum corps experience. He's still
flabbergasted.
• At the Colchester, CT Muster of
July 30, hosted by CVFM, I noticed a
couple who were totally engrossed in
every bit of activity, from the parade
through the last drumbeat in the
jollification. Their consistent
attentiveness seemed unusual, and
made me curious enough to interview
them: They are Mike Grady and
Carol Yaras from Quincy, MA. They
had heard of the event (How? I
goofed and either didn't ask or
forget) and decided to drive down.

Learning the art of tucking a skin head is drummer Tobias Franz (r.) of the Swiss
Colonials, who took part in a workshop conducted at Cooperman Fife & Drum Co.
in Essex by founder and president Pat Cooperman (/.) and shop manager Jim Ellis
(c.) who is vice president of the firm.

Swiss Colonials Learn
Art of Tucking Heads
CENTERBROOK, CT - Among
several highlights of the Swiss
Colonials early July visit to the
Connecticut - Rhode Island area was
a session at the Cooperman Fife &
Drum Company where the Swiss-based
drummers learned how to tuck skin
heads by actually doing it, under the
~l!_ida~ce of Pat Cooperman and Jim

- --

~ ~ ~ ~c-1 tllllltla I Will[
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Regimen t of Simsbury, CT knows that
the Short family has been a mainstay
of the corps for a long time. Christine
and Gary started their three kids by
carrying them papoose style from
day one. Now they all march with the
corps. Well, at the Milford Muster, I
met their dog Sam, a small collietype. Believe it or not, Sam marched
on stand, without a leash, and sat at
attention during the stand piece ...
what next?
• If you can get hold of a copy of
the July-August 1994 issue ofAmerican
How-To magazine, official publication
of the Handyman Club of America,
check out the article on page 31 on
Lancraft bass drummer Frank "Swat"
Suam. It's interesting in spite of
references to "Landcraft" and "base"
drum.

• One of the best things about big
musters like the DRAM is that they
enable you to enjoy one of the best
aspects of the fife and drum scene
. . . the meeting, reunion and
acquaintanceship with so many nice
people. The DRAM brings 'em in
from all over. What a nice feeling to

- ,nrr,~~ r·rrP"n-TTn<rF'1PT.,.,,,,,,,TPT..,,..,.,,----,-;,,..,,,...,,..,.,,-;rr-rrr-ITTl'.,.,..TTTI;TV7""VV"TTTTTT"<1~-----

did they enjoy it. Mike was a fifer in
the early 50's with the Charlestown,
MA FDC, which has been inactive
since 1956. Carol was seeing the
Ancients for the first time and loved
it. Along with some background on
The Company, I gave them a copy of
The Ancient Times and membership
applications. We may have two new
members!
• Will Welling, new snare drummer
with Moodus DFC, is sporting his
new replica of an Eli Brown drum,
handcrafted by Cooperman Fife &
Drum Company's Pat Cooperman
and Jim Ellis. Except for its newness,
it is nearly undetectable by look, feel,
weight or sound, from one of those
originals that is played by Moodus
drummers.
• That's all from the Tattler for
May, June, and July except for one
complaint about the fund raiser/
jollification for Ron Chronzy and
family (see Voices & Views) held at
the Westbrook Elks Club in May.
The complaint concerns the food ...
it seems someone found a clam in
the "potato" chowder!

Dwyer, McGovern Lead Black Rock
by Geri Di.ff
BRIDGEPORT, CT - This has
been an active year for the Spirit of
Black Rock Fife & Drum Corps. New
officers are: Bill Dwyer, president
and drum major; Phil McGovern,
vice president; Ed Ham, treasurer
and drum sergeant; Steve Johnson,
recording secretary; Ken Williams,
corresponding secretary; Jack Luby,
business manager; Ann Marie Kosa,
fife sergeant; Charles Kinsman, fife
corporal and Tom Bottillo, color
guard sergeant.

We have also welcomed several
additions to our families this year.
_A nn Marie and Michael Kosa had
'their first child, a girl, Ashley
Elizabeth. Geraldine and Doug
Baker had their first addition, a boy,
James Douglas. Jim and Donna
Johnson added another girl, Lily
Marie, joining four-year-old Tess. Jay
and Jean Tuomey and Ed and
Marion Sheehan are grandparents
for the first time, while Roger Iliff
and I welcomed two grandchildren to
our family. Our parade schedule will
take us through Columbus Day.

area of Switzerland, the Swiss
Colonials marked their 12th year
with a three week visit. The Swiss
fifers and drummers were guests of
the Kentish Guards of RI, with whom
they presented the first fife and drum
concert of the season at the Museum
on Tuesday night, July 5. They capped
their U.S. visit with an appearance at
the big DRAM, which they have also
attended in previous years. Their
pa rting comments "we'll be back
soon."

The Swiss Colonials Oskar Giger (/.)
and Theo Rudolph VonRohr work on
centering the skin over the flesh hoop
prior to actually tucking the head
during the session at Cooperman's.

TONE~
This is another original drum beat by
the late Bob Thompson, scripted for
us by drummer Brad Burgher. Future

issues will continue the series on
drum rudiments and include more
original fife and drum tunes.
Bob n,orupo.,u
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Voices & Views is a new column to give
us a broader basis for your comments,
suggestions a nd criticisms of all things
Ancient. We will continue to include
your leuers when appropriate. Please
write to Voices & Views at our l voryton
add ress.
A Toast to the Ancients . .. from the
Choronzy family. As you may know in
April of 1993 our family lost our home
in Branford, CT to a devastating fire. On
Sunday, May 15, 1994 the Stony Creek
FDC and the Totoket Ancient FDC
sponsored a fundraiser to assit our
family at the Westbrook Elk's Lodge. A
committee of the following members of
both corps was established: Roger Clark,
Ron Fouke, Larry Flood, David and
Sylvia Hooghkirk, Art Howe, Paul
Petrillo, Todd and Pam Pohlma n, and
Joe Tamulevich. These friends had one
mission in mind: to raise money for new
kitchen appliances for our new home.
With assistance from Michelle a nd Pat
(Deep River Seniors), Michael Choronzy,
Bill a nd Freda Sady and a small army
of other friends and relatives they set out
to pre-sell tickets to cover the initial
expenses. They obtained donations from
several businesses and Milford Volunteers
FDC, Cooperman Fife a nd Drum Co.,
Stony C reek, Totoket Ancients, David

again a 50/50 raffle was held, to our
surprise the 50% was for us. It is our
pleasure to be part of the Ancient family
and know that we have not been
forgotten. We have already been out
pricing stoves, refrigerators, dishwashers,
and microwaves and it appears that we
will be purchasing them with the monies
raised. Just to let you know how our new
house is coming, the first floor is
completely framed and we are now
working on the second floor. There are
so many people to thank, we are sure we
have forgotten at least one. We never
truly understood, until our family was
touched by "The Ancient Spirif' what it
really meant. Once having been touched
by "The Spirif' we have fully realized
what belonging to a fife and drum corps
family is all about. Such a huge circle of
friends, which is really an extension of
our family is an awesome experience
a nd one which will continue to grow
with love from our family to yours and
yours to another. Again, thank you all so
much. Our house is being built by all of
you and what a strong foundation that
is. The Deep River Muster T-shirt
coined the phrase "Continue The Spirit,"
and this is exactly what the Choronzy
:• family will do.
"Continue The Spirit"
Ron, Michaele. Ronald. Michael. Donald.
Benjamin, Joshua, Patrick and Brian
Choronzy.
Snare drummer Ed Fitzgerald, now in

upstate New York would like to hear
from old drum corps friends. A retired
judge a nd instructor who was active in
the N ew York drum corps scene for
severa l decades, Ed was the lead snare
drummer in some of Brooklyn, New
York's vaunted drum lines of the late
1940's. Bass drum champion Nick
Atta nasio reports visiting recently with
Ed,. who is an individual member of The

Winners of the 1994 Martin D. Andrews Memorial Scholarship which provides
financial aid for drum corps members who are pursuing higher education are (from
1.) Janfn~ Drents, Jr. Colonials, Cf; Nichole Boucher, Washington Park FDBC, CT
and Kathleen Mosca, York Fusileers, NY. Applicants must have been an active
member of a drum corps for three or more years, he seeking an undergraduate or
graduate degree in a two or four year college or graduate school and he taking a
minimum of six credit hours to qualify. Scholarship applications for 1995 are
available by sending $1.00 and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: Martin D.
Andrews Memorial Scholarship, 2069 Perkins Street, Bristol, Cf 06010.
area. I turned around to see that the
corps behind us had absolutely no clean
up at all leaving behind everything they
ate, drank, and smoked. As I looked
a round the field the semi-cleaned up
a nd the no clean up areas were very
evide nt. Some people even made a sport
of smashing bottles in a pile. I say
'Sha me on you'. If a corps is-kind
enough to invite you to their muster, the
least you can do is clean up after
yourselves. Bring a trash bag and use it,
if vn11 <mnlrP nnr.lrPt vrn,r rio-,.rpffp hntts.

deliver the topsoil.
Andy Dwyer, a member of The Sons of
the Whiskey Rebellion, spent numerous
hours sanding and refinishing our
beautiful museum hardwood floor.
Jim Reilly - River Walk Cafe, Deep
River, Connecticut recently donated to
the Museum two outdoor picnic tables
and the sign from the original Deep
River Inn.
Deep River Drum Corps -

recently

Pohlman, and Mark Avery. Our friend
Ken Wittman (Camden Continentals) of
New York made the trip with his trunk
full of hats. The hats were purch·ased by
young and old. You should have seen all
the fashion statements. Thank you ladies
from Totoket, Priscilla, Lynne and
Kristin, family and friends, Freda Sady,
Laura Goss, Joyce, Penny and Christina
Sokolosky, for assisting the committee
selling tickets and baked goods. Thank
you Bozo and your family. These friends
worked long and hard to make this
fundraiser successful. Even though the
sky was overcast the fifing and
drumming went on. Our friends,
relatives and Ancients from across the
northeast were in attendance. Hot dogs,
hamburgers, meatball subs, delicious
homemade baked goods, and liquid
refreshments were available all day. The .
raffle was held with Roger Clark as the
M.C., we all know how crazy Roger can
be especially with his fellow Ancients
assisting him. Roger was being raffled
off as a slave. The bidding was between
Sylvia Hooghkirk, Totoket and Kathy
Brennan, Deep River. As the bid was
getting higher Ron Choronzy, Stony
Creek's Uncle Sam, became part of t_he
raffle. Quickly Sylvia and Kathy put
there monies together and acquired
Roger and Ron as slaves for the
summer. So when you see Roger and
Ron off for beer runs, they are for Sylvia
and Kathy. Congratulations, ladies.
Unexpected donations came from the
Lancraft FDC, the North Branford FDC
and the Fusileers of Millbrook, New
York who held a 50/50 raffle at their
Muster on May 14, which George
Yeramian personally delivered to us
on Sunday. On June 25 the Milford
Volunteers hosted their Muster and

NAMES MAKE NEWS ... deadline for the next issue is November I
- what's new is news to your
Ancient friends ... please print or
type informaton and send it to the
Ivoryton address.

325 Kings Road, Apt. 106, Schenectady,
New York 12304. The phone number is
(518) 346-3896.
The Deep River Seniors and I would like to
extend a hearty thank you to all who
helped make this year's DRAM one of
the more pleasant and hassle-free in
recent memory. With the exception of a
few parking problems (which will be
worked on for next year), the weekend
went very smoothly. This is due in large
part to all of our friends who turn out
every year to help set up, watch gates,
cook, run errands, and clean up.
Without the help of these dedicated
(crazy) people, there's no way we could
accomplish what we need to in the time
given. Thank you, again.
I would also like to publicly thank my
corp, the Deep River Seniors. Because I
had to leave the field for a while due to
the heat, the Seniors broke the oldest
tradition at the muster - they did not
go on sta nd first. Instead, they waited
until 1 could be there to perform with
them. I can't say what that meant to
me, I only hope that they know. Thank
you all.
Continue The Spirit

Kathy Brennan
President, Deep River Drum Corp

On showing pride and gratitude. These
comments passed along by the Milford
Volunteers Lee D'Amico, a member of
The Company's Executive Committee:
"While at Deep River on Sunday
morning I looked across the field at all
the trash and thought I have seen worse
here. I grabbed my rake and went across
the field to clean up my corps spectating
area, and to take down the tarp. When I
got there I was quite happy, and proud
of them to find only one soda can, and
three pieces of paper. I had asked them
to clean up after themselves and they
did, including cigarette butts. I looked at
the space to one side and saw that the
corps next to us also cleaned up their
area, then I looked to the other side and
saw that corps had semi-cleaned up their

wnen I srnoRectJ. 1t on1y taRes a
little bit of effort to show not only pride
in yourself and in your corps, but your
gratitude to your host corps."
c1 010

Thank you for your support ... The

following is a list of people to whom we,
The Company of Fifers & Drummers, owe

a debt of gratitude for their time, efforts
and endeavors on our behalf.
Dwayne Brookes owner of "Earth

Products Division of Arthur Brooks &
Sons, Inc., Route 80, Deep River,
Connecticut" - rebuilt and expanded
our parking lot this summer, including
all materials and labor.
Jack Cajjeny of the Ancient Mariners -

knew that we needed some work done
on the museum lawn, so got Venuti
Enterprises, Inc., Route 148,
Killingworth, Connecticut to donate and

their muster to use at Jay Birds Day and
a keg of beer and some food for all
those attending the meeting at the
Museum the day after their muster.
The members and friends of the
Nutmeg Volunteers for the Wednesday
that they spent cleaning up around the
Museum and the job of spreading the
topsoil on the lawn.
The efforts and contributions of these
people and many other help to keep the
Museum the great place that it is.
We hope to see this continue to grow
in the future, so if you are aware of
contributions of time, energy or
materials, please let me know, and they
will not go unnoticed.
Again thank you to all who
have helped!!!
David A. Hooghkirk
President
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September 1994-December 1994

Deep River Always Biggest OJ The Year
by Will Fagan

C A L E N D A R
September 24 SUDBURY, MA
Sudbury Ancient Fyfe and Drum
Companie. Colonial Fair and
Invitational Muster, Longfellow's
Wayside Inn, Rt. 20. By invitation
only. Contact Mary Punch, P.O.
. Box 93, Sudbury, MA 01776 (508)
443-3781.
October 1 IVORITON, CT
19th Annual Jaybird Day, The
Company's Headquarters &
Museum Grounds, 62 North
Main Street, Ivoryton, CT. Coffee
and ... Starts at 10:00 a.m.
October 8 GRANBY, CT
Marquis of Granby Invita tion
Muster. Parade 10:30 a.m. Granby
High School. Muster follows.
Encampments, Colonial crafts,
games. Workshops on music,
uniforms, duties and drills.
Torchlight parade 6:00 p.m.
Contact Bruce Sullivan
(203) 653-3887.
October 21-23 YORKTOWN, VA
5th Annua l Muster. Camping,
jollification, Sat. night dinner,
parade and corps presentations.
Limited to 20 corps. Contact Joan
Flinn, P.O. Box 572, Yorktown,
VA 23690. (804) 898-941 8 or
Eugene Marlin (804) 898-9268.
November I THE ANCIENT TIMES
Deadline for stories and photos.

Call (203) 526-3436, Bill Pace or
(203) 688-4771, George Yeramian.
November 5 NEW ROCHELLE, NY
C harles W. Dickerson FM, 65th
Anniv. Dinner-Dance, Elks Lodge,
Sat., 8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.
Donation $40.00. (914) 235-0849
D avid N elson.
November 12 WESTBROOK, CT
Fund Raiser "Jam" and social
to benefit Martin D. Andrews
Memorial Scholarship. Donation:
$5.00 per person. Sat., 3:00 p.m. to
midnight, Westbrook VFW Post.
Kristen Andrews (203) 583-2812 or
Peter Andrews (203) 673-2929.
November 19 IVORITON, CT
Business meeting, The
Company of Fifers & Drummers,
Museum/ Headquarters. Start 1:00
p .m. Call Dave Hooghkirk
(203) 526-9944.
_November 26 BRONX, NY
· Annual Jollification sponsored by
the New York Ancients. All are
welcome. Starts 12 noon. Contact
Joe Culhane, Jr., 2915 Barkley
Ave., Bronx, NY 10465.
(7 18) 823-5071.
December 10 OLD SAYBROOK, CT
Annual C hristmas parade.
Torchlight. 6:00 p.m. Contact Bill
Reid, 242 Schoolhouse Road, Old
Saybrook, CT 06475. (203) 399-6571.

Additional information for The Calendar of Events should be sent to Dodie McGrath, The
Ancient Times Calendar, P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT06442·0525 (203) 399·6436. Please try
to give the type of event, date, place, time and sponsor of the event, the name of the contact person,
phone number and any other pertinent information for a complete listing.

DEEP RIVER, CT - The heat and
humidity came as usual on the third
weekend in July, but this year's Deep
River Ancient Muster was without a
drop of rain as hundreds enjoyed the
Friday night tattoo and thousands
the Saturday parade and Muster. The
junior corps have returned to the
DRAM by the dozens in recent years
since the audie nce is, once again,
completely family orien ted and the
town constables and CT state police
strictly enforce the no-drinking-onthe-street rule that was enacted
several yea rs ago.
With dozens of volunteers from
neighboring corps, as well as
townspeople, the members of the
Deep River Senior FDC manage and
coordinate the weekend activities,
which start with setting up the area
on Thursday night at Devitt Field
and com!Iude with field clean up on
Sunday. In between, the Ancients
come together as th ey can only do
at "Deep River" for music and
friendship that is unprecedented in
terms of sheer numbers. This year's
line up drew 62 registered corps and
several who just showed up to march
on Saturday morning.
Traveling the farthest distance were
the Swiss Colonials from Switzerland.
Visiting for the first time in several
yea rs were the Colonials from Plymouth, Michigan, who were part of a
special F riday night show at the Iraditio nal tattoo which was under the
direction of the Deep River Junior
FDC. Of special interest on Friday
night was a performance by the
Maryland FDC, which had returned
from a concert tour of Switzerland

Moodus, Windsor Jr.'s, Stewart
Highlanders, Chester, Plymouth, MI;
Sailing Masters, Connecticut Patriots,
Col. John Meigs 6th Regt., Middlesex
County Vol.'s, 2nd Co. Governor's
Foot Guard, Camden, Jr.'s, Camden
Senior FDC, Young Colonials,
Taggarrt Pipes & Drums, CT Valley
FM, Junior Colonials, Spirit of
America, Yalesville, Sr.'s, Vic's Kids
(Deep River junior alumni),
Marlborough Jr.'s, Lancraft, Milford
Vol.'s Col. John C hester, Maryland,
5th Alabama FM, Menotomy
Minutemen, Mystic Highland,
Nutmeg Volunteers Jr., Union Brigade,
Nathan Hale, Fort Lauderdale,
Connecticut Blues, The Spirit of
Black Rock, East Hampton 3rd CT,
1st Highland Watch, PA, Mattatuck,
New York Ancients, Sudbury, Mifflin
Guard, C.A. Palmer, Monumental
City, 18th Connecticut, HigganumHaddam H ammonassett, Samuel
H. Dow, Continentals.
Every July many of Connecticut's
newspapers run special stories on the
"nation's oldest gathering of fife and
drum corps" and trace the DRAM's
roots to the last century ... well, as
Archivest o f The Company and first
editor of The Ancient Times, Ed Olsen,
noted in a 1978 story in this publication "afraid not, folks". Said Olsen,
" the first gathering in this series of
events took place in 1949. It was billed
as a Field Day a nd was actually a
sort of contest with veterans of area
corps handling the judging. Only a
few local units were on ha nd and a
25 cents ad mission fee was levied to
offset the refreshment expense. In
1953 the competitive aspects we re set
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Qty.

Description

MAIL ORDER FORM

Price

Shipping &

Total

HandNng

Company Music Book Volume #1
Company Music Book Volume #1 Cassette

$12.00

$2.00

$

$10.00

$2.00

$

Company Music Book Volume #1 wtth Cassette

$21.00

Company Music Book Volume #1 Drum Solo Cassette

$10.00
$12.00

$2.50
$2.00

$
$

$2.00

$

Company Music Book Volume #2 Cassette
Company Music Book Volume #2 wtth Cassette

$14.00

$2.00

$

$25.00

Company Music Book Volume #3

$ 8.00

$2.50
$2.00

$
$

Camp Duty Music Book wnh Cassette

$15.00
$10.00

$2.00

$
$

$ 8.00

$2.00
$2.00

$

$2.00

$
$

Company Music Book Volume #2

Stur1ze Drum Book
Music of the Hudson Valley

$ 5.00
$ 5.00

110 Military Drum Duets Book
American Rudimental Method Drum Book
Camp Dupont Music Book

1 Muffled Drum Music Book

I Music of Sons of Liber1y Book

$2.00

$

$ 5.00
$ 5.00

$2.00
$2.00

$10.00
$ 5.00

$2.00

$

$1.00
$2.00

$
$

$2.00

$

$

I
I

Perrilloux - 40 Rudimental Drum Beats Book
200 Years of Fife/Drum Cassette (N.Y. Reg.)

$ 2.00

$0.50

$

I

Company Museum Deeds

$ 1.00

$0.50

$

I

Company 25th Anniversary Pin

$ 3.00

$1.00

$

Two Piece File, Leather Case
Company Patch

$35.00
$ 4.00

$2.00
$2.00
$2.00

$

I One Piece File, Leather Case

$25.00
$35.00

$1.00

$

$10.00
$10.00

N.Y. Reg., CT Yanks & Morris Cnty. Cassette
Company Window Decal

1 Company Armetale Mug

I
I

Connecticut Residents Add 6% Sales Tax On Above Items

• Company Baseball Cap (Maroon)
Company Linen Golf Cap
Maroon
Company Tee-Shirt, Adult
s
M

s
s

Company Sport Shirt, Adult
Company Sweatshirt, Adult
Company Jacket, Adult

s

Company Jacket, Lined, Adult
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

M

s

$
$
$
$

- - - - - --

L

$12.00

$2.00

$

500 Main Street Suite 5

$22.00

$2.00

$

P.O. Box 899, Deep River, CT 06417

$22.00
$24.00

$2.00
$2.()()

$
$

$30.00

$2.00

$

Official Supplier
to The Company
of Fifers and Drummers, Inc. Discounts
to Member Corps.
Phone(203)526-4937
Fax (203) 526-4265

$

PLEASE ALLOW 4-5 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY
SHIP TO: Name:

Address: ______________________
City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ Zip Code _ _ __

P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442-0525

-• - m ~ r - . ,·\.-a.·Co-"'t"T·vru-m-

$

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

The Company ofFifers & Drummers Company Store

,:,·•~....-.-1e"r~~

attendanCe (Brooklyn, NY's Sons of
Liberty had been awarded first prize
in 1952) and the affair was officially
billed a 'Muster,' a term that the late
Gus Moeller had lo;;g advocated for
Ancient get-togethers." Therefore, the
1994 event was actually the 41st Deep
River Ancient Muster, tracing a
continuous line from the 1953
gathering. When space permits in a
future issue of The Ancient Times we'll
give you "the rest of the story" as
recalled by the person who was the
secretary of the original committee
for "The Perpetuation of the Deep
River Ancient Muster," Ed Olsen.

Muster & Anniversary programs,
Colorful Posters,
Letterheads, Envelopes & Business Cards.

Tan

Please send this order form with your payment to:

~

Printing Company

$2.00
$2.00

Make Check or Money Order Payable To:
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC.

-

ISIHIAININIOINI

$ 8.00
$ 8.00

XL
M
L
XL
XL
M
L
L
XL
XL
M
L

-

weekend. Deep River Senior FDC
president Kathy Brennan (see Voices
& Views, page 10) was in charge of
the weekend activities.
Stepping off in the parade from the
corner o f Main and Kirtland streets
at 12:00 noon on Saturday, July 16
were: Deep River Sr. FDC, Deep
River Tories, Deep River Jr. FDC,
Capt. James Buxton, Totoket, Stony
Creek, North Branford Seniors,
Westbrook DC, Ancient Mariners,
Kentish Guards, Swiss Colonials,
Colonial Musketeers Ameri-Clique,
Connecticut Rebels of'76, Colonials
ofBethpage, Colonial Navy of MA,

NEW Membership Application

*
**
*

Name
Address _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ Zip
Individual: U.S. only $ I 5.00 _ _ _

Family: U.S. only $25.00 _ __

Canada: Individual only $20.00
International: Individual only $25.00 _ __
Please make check or money order payable to: The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, Inc. and mail payment with this application to P.O. Box 525,
Ivoryton, CT 06442~0525.

DISPLAY MODELS
These drums are immediately availablt;.in our
Centerbrook shop.

on

Material Shell Size

Color

Reg. Price

Sale Price

Red
Oak

22" x 24" dia.

shell
natural,
hoops red

~

$525.00

Ash

18"x 24"dia.

shell
golden oak,
hoops your
choice

$5=1500

$500.00

Ash

15"x 24"dia.

shell
golden oak
hoops red

$5=1500

$500.00

FIRST QUALITY DRUMS

These drums will be made to order and are in limited
numbers, subject to prior sale. 10% off.
Material Shell Size

Reg. Price

Sale Price

Ash

12" max. width x 20"dia. shell $547.00

$492.30

Ash

14" max. width x 22" dia. shell $547.00

$492.30

Ash

14" max. width x 24" dia. shell $95:00

$517.50

Maple

24" max. width x 26" dia. shell ~

$567.00

Orders must be placed by 12/1/94. Prices include plastic
heads, dacron rope. Calfskin heads, linen rope, handpainted
artwork, other custom features for additional cost. Taxes and
delivery charges additional. Immediate delivery on display
models. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for all other drums. Call or write:

Cooperman Fife & Drum Co.
Essex Industrial Park, P.O. Box 276,
Centerbrook, CT 06409-0276 USA
(203) 767-1779 Fax (203) 767-7017

