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Bass drummers come in all sizes...

he Patrick H. Cooperman Memorial Fife & Drum
Corps which played at services on May 13 in
Essex included, clockwise, Rich Walters, Ancient
Mariners; Cap Corduan, CT Valley Field Music; Wayne
Seidel, Marlborough Jr.; Scott Stedman, Ancient
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Mason, Col. John Chester Jr.
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The Ancient Times
After pondering this thought, I felt
that this might be a good opportunity
for a community such as ours to ta ke
the time to recognize these young
people who seem to b e truly
understanding of what is meant by
long term commitment. The idea is
that in future issues o f The Ancient
Times we can feature junior corps
members who sh ow this commitment
a nd intense person al interest in the
fife a nd drum community. I am more
than h appy to interview young
people and then try and communicate
their thoughts through this
publication. I'm sure that in my
drum corps travels I'll meet a lot of
these talented folks, but if th e
directors of the junior corps or
anyone else would like to point me in
the righ t direction I will be more
than happy. Help me meet another
candidate for the next issue. Please
feel free to call me a t (203) 449-8646
or write Cap Corduan, 40 Slocomb
Terrace, <;,roton, CT 06340.

The Nutmeg Volunteers' Adam Nazro
takes after his dad who retired as a
percussionist with the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy band.

Adam favors traditional jazz and leads
a small group. He is the drum set
performer in the high school band.
.• Gene Krupa is his favorite jazz drummer.

Accent On Youth

Drumming's The Way For Adam Nazro
by Cap Corduan
In today's busy world everyone seems
the same goal in mind, there are
numerous hours in b uses or crowded
to be looking fo r the fast fix. It is
unusual to find young people who
va ns a nd cars getting you to the
are truly committed to something.
performances, car washes and candy
sales to raise money for "the big
This is where drum corps come in
trips", and of course there a re those
and offer the young person a place to
completely commit oneself. We all
few precious moments of the
know the saying "you only get out
performance time itself. This isn't
what vou put in", how true of drum
something that you do for six weeks

· Life Father, Like Son

T his whole concept cam e after
talking to a young man by the n am e
of Adam Nazro. Adam is a 13-year-old
snare drummer with the Nutmeg
Volunteers from Groton, CT who has
been playing the drums for a little
over four years. Adam started playing
the drums because his dad played
them in a band and th at peaked
Adam's interest. He was ta king
private lessons a nd heard about " this
drum corps stuff' through a friend.
Adam's main foc us h ad been on
drum sets, so, when he was introduced
to rudimental drum ming his first
imp ression was "Wow, this is going
to be really hard." It became his
personal challenge to try to master
this new style of drumming and in

Admires Ancient Corps

When we discussed wh at corps he
admired, or that had possibly inspired
him. Ad am mentioned that he had
been extremely impressed with the
Old Guard's performance in
Marlborough a few summers back
and that he admired the Ancient
M a riners, "because they play really
well and seem to h ave such a good
time while th ey're performing." He
stated that both corps had influenced
his playing greatly. At this time
Adam is interested in the many
different styles of drumming that can
be hea rd around the area, specifically
the Civil War style. "I like the
syncopation and th e kind of swing
rhythms that the music has to it,"
he said.
Adam's interest in music doesn't
stop with rudimental drumming. He
has a sma ll band o f his own that
performs in the Niantic area, he is
also well immersed in his school
b a nd program, and was in a Summer
Jazz Band program. And, of course,
there is always Nutmeg's busy
schedule. Yet, somehow, Ada m still
manages to find time to practice a
minimum of o ne hour a day. He is
quite optimistic that all his hard
work will pay off in the future
when he plans to apply to music
conservatories in hopes of pursuing
his love of jazz: "but that is a long
way off and I have a lot o f work to do
before I get there!"
What is in the immediate future
for Adam? "A lot of drumming, a
bunch of Musters and parades, but
most importantly, making it to
Switzerland in the summer o f 1996
for the Swiss Colonial's Muster. I
know that will be a high point in my
drumming career!"

----- ----------- - ------- .___.. .., --- --~- - - -- ----,,,--- - - - - - - - -drum line. He has been with Nutmeg
be many high points in this young
man's career and I only hope that it
for three years and is now their lead
will be a long and prosperous career.
drummer. When asked what makes
Keep up the good wo rk and the best
him play, Adam thought for a
moment and then said: "It is a
of luck to you, Adam!
chance to express myself in a way
that only this art form can. I get
really nervous just before a
performance and get a natural high
when I play well. Nothing can
describe that feeling." He also had
some interesting views on the drum
When you patronize our
corps community itself. "I see it as a
advertisers let them know
melting pot o f ideas and musical
styles with very serious fifing and
that you've seen their
drumming going on all around a nd
you get the cha nce to learn from
message in The Ancient
some great people, have a lot of fun
Times!
and where enjoying yourself becomes
the number one priority."

.}-·- ·

practice many hours by yourself to
become as good as you possibly can,
then there are the hours of practice
with your fellow corps members with

is a long term commitment and for
many of us, past, present, and future,
it becomes a lifetime commitment
with many rich rewards.

Don't Take A Chance ...
Travel With Sprance!

Spranee

TRAVEL
The unforgettable drum corps trip takes planning
and contacts. Let us help you p lan a m emorable
visit among Ancient friends, either in th e U.S. or
Europe. w e can suggest several opportunities:
• Fasnacht 1996 - Basel, Switzerland, February 2 2
to March 2. Ninth annual trip. Plan to attend the
world's largest drum corps festival.
• March Muster, Florida, 1996 - Near Kennedy
Space Center. Challenger FDC hosts March 2
parade, muster. Trip February 28 to March 3.
• Muster, Switzerland, Summer, 1996 - Near
Zurich, in Brugg, hosted by Swiss Colonials,
July 26, 27. You can perform in Basel.

Call or write for free estimates and complete details.

Sprance Travel Services
Better s eruice at lower prices

Phone (718) 497-6420 • Fax (718) 497-1801
55-37 Metropolitan Avenue
Ridgewood, NY 11385-1202

Support Our
Advertisers ...
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Perspective

Our American Flag
by Dan Moylan

Angela Simmons
12
Fife Sergeant
Young Colonials
New York
May, 1995

J. Raymond Candee
74
Bass Drummer
Fairfield Fire Dept. FDC
Bishop Seabury
Connecticut
July, 1995

What a grand National Muster!
Legend has it that Deep River
weekend is either the hottest or the
wettest of the year, and this year's
lived up to the legend. After doing the
parade three times, I was thoroughly
wrung out, and resting quietly under
a shady canopy, when the
announcement came for each corps
to supply a flag, a drum, and a fife
for the big wrap-up. As our flag
bearer was elsewhere and the time
was now, I manfully hefted ·the colors
and started for the field, along with
Sudbury's musical representatives.
On arrival, we were told that the
American colors should step to the
fore, and so I did. However, the
colors I carried though "American",
were not recognized as such by the
officials and only my pigheadedness
kept me from stepping back. "the flag
IS American, sir, perhaps an early
one but every bit American."
Colonial Flags

What I was carrying was the New
England flag, or a variant thereof.
On my return home, I had second
thoughts about my assertions (guilt)
and sought confirmation in the local
libraries. After pouring through
numerous, often conflicting sources,
I think more humility would be
in order.
The British red ensign originated
somewhere near 1621, primarily for
naval use, and had a red field with a
red St. George's cross in a white
canton. The field is the main body of
the flag and the canton is the
rort'll~nlo ;.,.. +h o ,,....,..., o.- 1 ..... r+
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This giant Betsy Ross flag greets visitors to the Ivoryton Museum, serving as a back
drop for part of the extensi,e drum collection which is displayed on the main stage
and was caught recently by Ethel Lavelle's camera.

Grand Union flag over Prospect Hill
on Charlestown Heights. This, was
the first national flag of the 13
Colonies in rebellion against the
tyrant George III. It consisted of 13
stripes, alternating red and white,
with the British Union in the canton.
Most people thought the presence of
the British Union gave credence to
the concept that the colonies were
not in total rebellion, but only
seeking redress of their grievances,
and were, notwithstanding, loyal to
the Crown. This is the flag normally
carried by the Sudbury Ancients,
even though its usage probably
postdates the events of 19 April 1775.

Betsy, who modified it and created
the first United States flag, with the
stars in a circle.
Many believe that the oldest
existing version of the Stars and
Stripes is the Bennington flag,
supposedly carried a t or near the
battle of Bennington 16 August 1777,
though this is disputed. Pictures of
the ships John Paul Jones sailed into
Texel, Holland, after his Bonne
Homme Richard was lost in the
capture of the Serapis in 1789, show
flags with white stars in horizontal
rows on blue cantons in 3 2 3 2 3 and
4 5 4 patterns. The stripes on one flag
are alternately white, red, white, and
--- ..1- _ _ ._t_ __ __ J
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Angela Simmons uniform and medal
sash are on display at the Museum of
Fife & Drum.

.91.ngefa Simmons
Fife sergeant for the Young Colonials
Junior Ancient Fife and Drum Corps,
12-year-old Angela Sim mons died from
injuries in an automobile accident in
Stormville, New York on May 31. 1995.
Angela was born in 1982 and began
fifing in April of 1989. From the
beginning everyone around her knew
what an amazing fifer she would become.
Last November, Angela was awarded a
trophy by her instructors, Catherine and
Deborah Cuccia, for dedication,
improvement, and all around good
attitude. Most recently, she was the junior
female GDADCA champion. earning the
second highest overall fife score at the
co ntest. She was looking forward to
competing in September at the
Northeastern Competition.
The Young Colonials. along with
Young Colonials alumni. me mbers of the
Civil War Troopers, the Connecticut
Rebels, and the Confederate Field Music.
played at the church and at the cemetery.
Catherine Cuccia played "Amazing
Grace", Angela's favorite song, at
the Mass.
Angela leaves behind a brother, two
sisters, and her parents who miss her very
much. Her younger sister. Michelle will
continue to play with the Young
Colonials as a fifer.

next to the staff. This red ensign was
flown all through the colonial period,
except that the more conservative
New Englanders cut out St. George's
cross as having papal overtones,
leaving just a red field and a white
canton (the crossless ensign). Around
1686 St. George's cross was restored
and the New Englanders added a
pine tree to the first quadrant of the
canton to represent their region and
the commerce thereof. What I was
carrying was that flag, but instead of
a pine tree, it had a golden globe,
representing th e New World. Though
supported in references going back to
1716 (mainly French and Dutch),
modern scholarship discounts this
flag as being erroneously derived
from a poor rendition of the pine
tree flag.
The First US Flag

Washington took command of the
Continental forces in the fall of 1775,
and on 1 January 1776 raised the

- . . . ~-- -·-·.., -··- -··-r-..,
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The Grand Union was the
unofficial national flag until 14 June
1777 (the first flag day), when an act
of the Continental Congress declared
that:
"the Flag of the United States
be 13 stripes alternate red and
white, and the Union be 13
stars, white on a blue field
representing a new constellation."

no parucuiar oroer.
What do we make of all of this?
Th e past is indistinct, with clues but
few proofs. It took many years to
establish the flag under which we
live and whioh we seek to honor in
our various activities in the fife and
drum community. Long may it wave!

Next
Business Meeting

Every reference consulted took
pains to assert that thought Betsy
Ross did indeed make flags and get
paid for making them, there is little
reason to believe the story we old
folk learned in school, that George
Washington brought a design to

Of The Company
November 18th
Start: 1:00 p.m.
Ivoryton, CT

COCOBOLO FIFES

CULLEN & KINNARE
INSURANCE. INC.

Six-hole, one-piece, B-Flat,
traditional pitch, individually
hand crafted by
Fifer James M. Neely

136 CHURCH STREET
P.O. BOX 307
GUILFORD. CT 06437

Write or call for prices
Most people may remember Angela as
a tiny gi rl with long dark h air, beautiful
spa rkling eyes, and an amazi ng smile.
She could play the fife as well as most of
her senior counterparts. but the Young
Colonials will always remember her as
the heart of the corps, the one that always
would play any song anyone requested
with a great big smile. She will be
missed by all.
by Catherine Cuccia·

J. 1(,aymoruf Candee
Ray Ca ndee was a n early supporter of
The Company and an active drum corps
man when he played bass drum in the
I960's with the Fairfield Fire Dept. FDC
and Bishop Seabury. He was a veteran of
World War II and a shriner. He was a
member of the Pyramid Shrine Temple
#9 Pipes and Drums unit. He is survived
by his wife, two sons, a daughter, several
grandchildren, two brothers and several
nieces and nephews.

WILLIAM M. KINNARE. PRESIDENT
SHAWN M. KlNNARE. V, PRESIDENT

J.M. Neely
(203) 481 -5638

OFFICE: 203·453-4829

76 Baypath Way
Branford, CT 06405

HOME: 203·421-4636

Printing C o m p a n y
Ja

Muster & Anniversary programs,
Colorful Posters,
Letterheads, Envelopes& Business Cards.
500 Main Street, Suite S
P.O. Box 899, Deep River, CT 06417
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Official Supplier
to The Company
of Fifers and Drummers, Inc. Discounts
to Member Corps.
Phone (203) 526-4937
Fax(203)526-4265
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:RanJ01n :Reflections
by Ben Emerick

GREETINGS! The Old Village Fifer (OVF) is back after a very hot New
England summer. The cool, refreshing breezes of Autumn waft over the land,
while nature gets ready for its annual hibernation. Humans may be casting
about for ideas to amuse themselves during the hiatus.
Late October, after the harvest, brings us to the season of witches,
hobgoblins, poltergeists and others of that like.
In keeping with this spirit, it might be time to examine a segment of our
chosen hobby, or avocation, or anything else by which it may be described,
which has had little attention. Let us fantasize on the following scenario,
keeping in mind that it is afantasy:
It is late October, 1865, the place is Richmond, Virginia. A madcap,
nightmarish Civil War has just been concluded, a war which has inflicted
death and destruction on large portions of the land. Ghosts a plenty are
abroad in the misty fall nights. There has been a clamor among the people and
the politicians to place the blame for this orgy of wantonness.
At length, from within the dark recesses of government, a long bony finger
emerged pointing directly at the most visible figure of the rebellion, a graduate
of the U.S. Military Academy, career army officer, and member of the Cabinet
as Secretary of War, Jeffrey Davison, the spokesman and leader of the "Lost
Cause," or perhaps a cause which "never was," is to be a sterling example of
the fate of those who would wage war upon their own country.
Jeffrey Davison had been a congressman and plantation owner; as well, in
Members of the biggest drum corps wedding in Millbrook, NY's recent history this
what was considered a successful career, up to his involvement with an "Ad
· Hoc" group calling itself, "The Confederate States". The legitimacy of this
past June include from 1., Patty D'Amico, the beaming bride, Melissa Fandel, her
movement has been hotly debated, in some circles, ever since. Rightly or
husband the groom, Jim McMo"is and Beckf Shook. Married in St. Joseph's
wrongly, whatever your personal opinion, the "Confederacy" took a dive, and
Church, the couple are active in the Fusileers FDC.
Jeff Davison dived with it.
Jeff was cast into the dungeon while the higher powers decided what to do
with him. He had been a hero to many of his constituents and anathema to
others. Quite a few blamed him for the failure of the movement which won
by George Yeramian
many battles, but lost the war.
MILLBROOK, NY - Just as The
way to Burnett Boulevard and
Controversy erupted as to whether Davison would be tried by a military or
Overrocker Road ... I don't know,
Company of Fifers & Drummers was
civil tribunal on the charge of high treason against the United States, as well as
formed to preserve and perpetuate
maybe it's just me .. .
to the venue of the proceedings. Civil authorities prevailed, citing Davison's
In any event, it was well worth the
largely civilian posture despite being referred to as "The Commander in
traditional American parade music,
so have Jim McMorris and Melissa
drive. What a great reception. It's
Chief," on many occasions. Davison would be tried in U.S. District Court,
Fandel formed a union, in part to
been a long time since I've seen so
sitting at Richmond where many of his alleged treasonable activities were
many people have so much fun, for
promulgated.
preserve and perpetuate the Fusileers
FDC of Dutchess County, NY. Since
so long, start to finish. The dance
A speedy trial took place and a number of prominent witnesses, former
floor was crowded all day, regardless
adherents of the "Lost Cause", testified for the prosecution, on promises of
Jim is the corps' business manager
and fife sergeant and Melissa is a
. of the type of music, thanks in part to immunity, of course. Among these were a Mr. Shortstreet, as well as Mr. John
......+.; ..,...,.-1 f:ta. .. .......,,,..:,....,. ..,._,..:1 h-,,c;,c;,
-:. cn-;1r-1A11c rAmff'\rt~ hlP h!.llllrAnm
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McMorris, Fandel Merge In Millbrook

"UIUIIIIIIer,nmnreems-rrKe-a-surenr
formula for forthcoming fifers.
That speculation aside, here's the
rest of the story: On Saturday, June 3,
1995 in St. Joseph's church in the
village of Millbrook, Jim and Melissa
were married in a nuptual mass and
joyful ceremony. Naturally, fife and
drum related folks abounded. Three
young uniformed Fusileer fifers
tootled "here comes the bride" as
Melissa alit from the limo. The
wedding party itself would have
made a good sized drum corps!
Following the ceremonies, the
reception took place at the Elk's
Club in nearby Poughkeepsie. The
directions, very detailed, were also
very amusing, intentionally or not,
mentioning routes and lights and
Washington Hollow and Pleasant
Valley, along with points of interest
such as Herman's Nursery, the
Purple Parlor Car Was, Adam's
Apple Fair Acres, Alladin's
Laundramat and Burger King, all the

m;-n:nr1ovu1g gae:n:sancr,no:s1-

certainly to the DJ - one Robert
Rolleri, a most pleasant, efficient and
knowledgable master of ceremonies
who did everything exactly right.
Adding to the easy dancing
atmosphere, was Bob's exotic
light display.
The McMorris and Fandel families
represent a healthy portion of the
Fusileers. Jim's parents, Lindy and
Dave, were active in the corps. Dave
was director until last year. Sister
Jennifer and brothers Tim and Dan
have been active in the corps.
Melissa's mother, Chris, is the
present director. Even Lindy's dad,
Larry Brost, age 74, got into the act
leading the Conga line in his white
jacket, pink carnation and straw hat.
Summary: Marry in Millbrook;
Party in Poughkeepsie; Moon in
Montego Bay (Jamaica); Finally, flop
in Fishkill where they will flower and
flourish in Jim's grandfather's house,
which they recently purchased.

Fusileers Host Annual Millbrook Muster
by George Yeramian
MILLBROOK, NY - Just like
clockwork, the Fusileer's FDC of
Dutchess County, NY once again
hosted their annual Muster on the
weekend before Memorial Day, this
year's event was on May 20th in the
village of Millbrook itself.
The hosts dedicated this 11th
annual event to the memory of Pat
Cooperman, a friend to the corps as
he was to so many Ancients, who
died earlier in May.
The young fifers and drummers of
the Fusileer's have earned the
nickname "kids who care" for their
many charitable efforts in recent
years. Among their contributions to
worthy causes: Sent over 1,000 gifts to
U.S. Marines in Beirut; raised over
$40,000 for a heart transplant for a
Dutchess County resident; sent

letters and gifts to U.S. Forces in the
Gulf War; donated proceeds of their
50/50 raffle to Stony Creek's Uncle
Sam, Ron Chronzy, to help his fire
striken family. This year's proceeds
went to the victims fund for the
Oklahoma City bombing ... a caring
corps, certainly.
• Taking part in the 11th Annual
' Muster and parade were these 16
units, in this order: Fusileers,
Fusileers novice corps, Marlborough,
Jr.'s, the featured corps; Adamsville
Ancients, Ameri-Clique, Col. John
Chester, Hudson Valley Ancients,
Milford Volunteers, Minute Men of
LI, Ancient Mariners, Sons &
Daughters of Liberty, Spirit of
'76, Sudbury, Village Volunteers,
Young Colonials and Confederate
Field Music.

gov-ernrrren·rsTcre-wcrt: uerrera1s u I ant, one1 wuuo, 11ogan, ;:,nc1 a con anu

Meigs. There were no witnesses for the defense.
Jeffrey Davison was convicted in a trice. He was sentenced to be hanged
even quicker. Let u s pass over the many details involved in the planning of
such an event and get to the meat of the situation.
,,
Jeffrey Davison made a last request. He wanted martial music at his demise.
Not just martial music, but a fife & drum corps. "He don'.t deserve it," cries
some. "Oh, let him have it," says others. The "ayes" have it. A fife & drum
corps he gets. Now, what to play?
James Tennant, fife major for the local government garrison has some
suggestions. "How about the dead march from Saul?" "No", says his captain,
"That's too sad," "Well, there's always 'Joan's Placket', supposed to h ave been
played at the beheading of Mary, Queen of Scots". "Whoever heard of that?"
says the captain. "How about 'The Bluebird' which tradition says was played at
the hanging of Major John Andre?" Tennant replies. "The Blackbird, maybe?"
"No, no", says the captain, "Why are you throwing all this old stuff at me?
Can't you come up with anything modern?"
Tennant thinks for a moment.
''I've got it!" he shouts. "What is it?" cries the captain. "My personal favorite,
'Funeral March #2' from Strube's Drum and Fife instructor", says the fife
major. "When was that published?" the captain asks. "Four years in future, in
1869", Tennant shouts. "Whistle me a few bars", the captain orders. Tennant
does as ordered. "I like it! I like it!" the captain is beside himself.
And so Jeffrey Davison goes to meet posterity with 'Funeral March #2'
ringing in his ears and a smile on his face.
See, I told you it was a fantasy!

When your
mailing
address
changes •••

Please notify us promptly so that you will
continue to receive The Ancient Times without
interruption. The post office does not
automatically advise us. The only way we will
know that you have moved, or changed your
mailing address, is for you to write to:
The Ancient Times, P.O. Box 525,
Ivoryton, CT 06442-0525 .

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC.
presents

Authentic
Fife and Drum Corps Hats
For the finest quality headwear
you can buy. Call or write:

(201) 371-9100 1439 Springfield Ave., Irvington, NJ 07111
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Hanaford's "Musters" Across The Lake!
by Sally S. Finn

TICONDEROGA, NY - In Ethan
Allen's time, Vermonters were not
inclined to socialize with the
"Yorkers" across Lake Champlain.
More than 200 years after his Green
Mountain Boys paid a surprise visit
to the English garrison at Ft.
Ticonderoga, Hanaford's Volunteers
spent a weekend there at the
invitation of the 1st New York
Regiment. They are the resident fife
and drum corps at the historic fort,
enhancing the interesting tourist
attraction with "ancient musick" and
gun firing demonstrations.
A half dozen additional corps
mustered within Fort Ticonderoga,
July 21-23, including the Federal
Blues Rhode Island Militia. That
corps camped 18th century style.
Despite their militia focus, these
folks include musicians who put on
very creditable performances.
Coming from Midland, Michigan,
as part of their I 995 Eastern Tour of
some six forts and Toronto, were the
Tittabawasse Valley Continental
Marines. No, they didn't expect to
take ship to travel down the Lake to
Canada. (Champlain drains north
via two rivers into the Gulf of St.
Lawrence.) Instead they left by bus
Sunday after presenting a well
rehearsed half-hour program both
days. Jim McMahan, who holds the
title of Governor General, gave the
audience a background on the musical
renditions. A ten person flag unit
marched with precision. Visitors
were intrigued by still more flags
displayed nearby.
Hanaford's equally enjoyed the
performances and company of the
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of the French lines explaining much
about the original history of the Fort
while in French hands and the battle
with the English where half of the
Black Watch regiment fell. He even
had folks listening for the ghostly
bagpipes of Duncan Campbell and
his Highland compatriots who had
died where we stood.
From formal raising of several
flags on the bastion ramparts,
through Brown Bess, mortar, and
cannon demonstrations, to musical
turns in the inner courtyard, the
corps imbued this site with colonial
spirit come to life. When the
Middlesex Volunteers and
Tittabawasse appeared on stand
together, they swapped drum lines
and flawlessly played an unrehearsed
set of tunes. Hanaford drummers,
Gerd Sommer, Cole Tierney, and
Dave Hevrin made the ramparts
echo with a protracted, dynamic
drum "solo." Whenever the audiences
dispersed between performances
.,there was a lot of gratifying interaction
' between visitors and corps members.
Also, Jerry Mullen collected
compliments for his informative and
lively talks accompanying musket
demonstrations.
We were glad only a few drops of
rain fell Sunday; still you could have
wrung out the air as well as our
garments. Fifers and drummers
anywhere in New England this hot
summer know the feeling all too well!
Cheers to all who keep their
commitments whatever the weather.
Hanaford's Volunteers continue
their schedule with a Bicentennial
parade in Barre, Vermont; our own
'
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The Old Guard's Randy Hauck at the
DRAM jollification.

Deep River FDC's oldest member, Carl
Emanuelson, and daughter, Cheryl.

Old Guard News: Troop In Review
by Robert Simpson
FORT MYER, VA - On June 29,
participated in two parades (Fairfax,
1995, The Old Guard Fife & Drum
VA and Washington, DC) and two
Corps bid a fond farewell to "the
special performances, one at the
most proficient drummer." Sergeant
National Archives and the other at
the Capitol Fourth celebration,
First Class R. Steven Phipps, senior
which was televised live on PBS.
drum major of The Old Guard Fife
& Drum Corps, retired from The
The Old Guard has also spent a
United States Army with over 20
great deal of time traveling this year.
years of selfless service. Known to his
Since January, the Fife & Drum
friends and colleagues as "Phipper,"
Corps has traveled to Tarpon
Steve will truly be missed by us all.
Springs, FL for its annual Greek
He is, by far, one of the finest
festival, San Antonio, TX for the
examples of an American soldier.
annual Fiesta San Antonio, and New
His precise marching, outstanding
Haven, CT for the Special Olympics
leadership, and unquestionable
World Games. The Corps also
professionalism has been an
traveled to two different states on the
inspiration to the Corps through
weekend of July 14th, 15th, and 16th.
three decades. He and his wife, Trish,
While one Corps marched in the
have moved to Charlottesville, VA,
Great Circus Parade in Milwaukee,
where Steve now works for the
Wl, the other Corps performed at the
Thomas Jefferson estate at Montecello.
National Muster io Deep River, CT.
We wish them both many blessings
Joining the Fife & Drum Corps in
in this well earned and deserved
Deep River was this nation's
retirement.
.foremost color team, The 3rd US
This year has proven to be another
!?f~ntry's. Contin~ntal Co!or Guard.
~

~·

- conncct1cut Regiment, M1ddl,esef'
Volunteers, and Village Volunteers.
Our Fort Ticonderoga hosts arranged
a really good time. Friday evening
Mike Edson led a lantern light tour

Muster; and a Labor Day paraoeim Northfield, which is led by ~he
freshmen troops of Norwich
University. In October we're off to
H. Chambly, Quebec.

Corps has participated m numerous
ceremonies throughout the National
Capitol Region. Some of these
ceremonies include the State Arrivals
of the King of Morocco and King
Hussein of Jordan, at The White
House and Pentagon, respectively.
Among others, were the retirement
ceremonies for Army Chief of Staff,
General Gordan R. Sullivan, and
Sergeant Major of the Army Richard
A Kidd.
The July 4th holiday celebration
turned out to be a busy time for The
Old Guard. The Fife & Drum Corps

m Deep River was put on by all of
the junior corps that performed in
the 100+ degree heat. Many of The
Old G uard's members were impressed
by this, because of their own
experience with hot and humid
weather. These were by far, the
hottest weather conditions The Old
Guard has performed under in years.
The Old Guard hopes that every
corps' summer season went well. We
wish you luck in the coming year
and hope to see you all again soon.
In the Ancient Spirit,
Best Wishes.

~ODEL ~
"Casual dining, comfortable atmosphere, reasonable fare"

WOODWINDS

Open 7 days a week for Lunch, Dinner & Cocktails

AS IN THE PAST THE VERY FINEST

Meet your arum corps frienos.
Jl. special welcome to all Jay6iros!

H
A

Lunch
Daily 11:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Dinner
Daily 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 5:00 p .m.-10:00 p.m.
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YE COLONIAL SUTLER'S SHOP

___________..,.
(Fonnerly the Deep River Inn)

i-

• Known for our superior ease of playing.
• Made from the finest imported Grenadilla and
Cocobolo Instrument Wood.
• Our precision machining allows for accuracy and
ease of playing in all registers with superior tone
and volume.
• Highly polished hand rubbed finish is available in
long or short ferrules in chrome or brass.

Save on Holioay ano Weooing :Parties.
:Banquet facilities for up to 100 people.
Your host, Jim Reilly
526·8148
184 Main Street

C

Deep River

.._

LEO BRENNAN, Sutler
c/o 49 Nortontown Road
Madison, CT 06443
(203) 245-9543
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KUDOS FOR THE NATIONAL MUSTER ......._._ _.
and the host Deep
River Drum Corps have been received from
many quarters. Despite
the record heatwave, cooperation and good fellowship were the order of the
long mid-July weekend. President Kathy Brennan and her fellow Deep River DC
hosts had the camping and food very well organized. Many positive comments
were received about the 11:00 a.m. parade start and the lack of "time-wasting"
on stand - all Muster ribbons were given out as corps marched onto the field
from the parade. This idea originally came from Westbrook's Lee Zuidema, who
helped do the honors at the National Muster as a member of The Company's
Musters Committee. Chairman Scott Greenstreet, Ancient Mariners, and his
Musters Committee crew put in a long but rewarding weekend including
· Totoket's Sylvia Hooghkirk, the entire Stony Creek FDC which set up the field
Thursday night, and Creekers Dave Hooghkirk, Bill Sady and Roger Clark who
helped out with field management and Friday night announcing, respectively.
Other Musters Committee volunteers included Trustees Buzz Allen and Mo
Schoos and the Deep River Jr. 's Marilyn tyfalcarne, who all helped with
announcing; the 13th New Hampshire's Wayne Hickman and the Adamsville
Ancients' Jim Willey.
WANTED: AT LEAST ONE RUDIMENTAL DRUMMER and other assorted
fifers and drummers who follow the Ancient road. They are needed near
Gettysburg, PA to help Ancient Mariner fifer Marty Groody and his fifer-wife
Sally-Ann, an alumna of the CT Blues, who are living in the vicinity
permanently and looking to meet up with fellow drum corps enthusiasts for
the purpose of making music and perhaps forming a corps. Call or write
Marty Groody, 1240 Herr's Ridge Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325. Telephone
(717) 338-9242.

AN ANNIVERSARY JOLLIFICATION and all around picnic and "bash" was
6. ;
a "sort of surprise" for Roger and Jodi Clark who marked 25 years of marriage help
at the Elks Club in Westbrook, CT on June 24. The festivities were timed to
for<
coincide with the dedication of the Elks new flagpole so as to throw Roger and jronfamily off the track. First vice president of The Company, Roger is a snare
Smi
drummer with Stony Creek. Wife Jodi has been a fifer with Deep River. Russ
Waterman was on hand with fellow members of the Camden Continentals and
fellow Creeker Dave Hooghkirk and his wife Sylvia, Totoket, helped with
Pho.
Eth,
arrangements. Fifers and drummers included members of Lancraft, Deep River,
Car,
Moodus, Sons of the Whiskey Rebellion, Milford Volunteers, and, of course, Stony
Creek and Totoket. Led by John D'Amico, the Milford contingent arrived by bus,
no less.

ANCIENTS IN COLLEGE NEAR PHILADELPHIA will be interested in this
plea from Lancraft's Ed Boyle, The Ancient Times favorite poet, who is in need
of fifers and drummers for ceremonial duties around Independence Hall. The
performance fee hovers at $50.00 per hour, so if you're nearby contact Ed
(610) 449-9539. Ed says he remembers when "a whole drum corps only made
$50.00 for a parade." He can't be that old!
WHEN COMMON SENSE PREVAILS, it doesn't change the sound as this
editorial comment from CT's Middletown Press attests to: "We were grateful that
the Deep River Muster parade commenced an hour earlier on the hottest day
of the century. We waited especially to hear our favorite corps, the Moodus
Drum & Fife Corps, with its very special sound. Finally we heard that familiar
drum role and looked to cheer Moodus but were greeted with an unfamiliar
sight. "Shucks" we thought. As this "new" group passed by, we learned, to our
delight, that it was the 135-year-old corps dressed in summer garb. Here was
that great old sound decked out in summer uniforms ... we applaud Moodus
for keeping their special sound alive without dying off in the heat for the sake
of looks."
NOVEMBER 1 IS THE DEADLINE for the Winter issue of The Ancient Times.
Send news about your corps, photos and special interest stories to our Ivoryton
address. To discuss story ideas call Bill Pace (203) 526-3436.
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7. Young Matt, son of the CT Patriots Phyllis and John Thompson.

8. Director Rick McDonald presents the first donation, on behalf of the Civil' War
Troopers who are becoming a Patron Corps of The Company, to President Patricia Leary
Benoit at the "Living History Muster" in Monroe, NY in July. Patron Corps donate $1,(XJ()
or more over a specified time period.
9. Mark Logsdon, The Company's newest Life Member, is founder and director of the 1st
Michigan FDC; has been an instructor, clinician and professional jazz and show drummer
for three decades; produced five albums, three featuring fifes and drums. Life Members
donate $1,000.00 or more over a specified time period.
1. The up-tempo drum line of
the Middlesex County Vol. of MA
at the ready.

2. The F· Troopers undercover
during the deluge at Hanaford's
VT Muster.

The Tattler
by George Yeramian

Every year since
JQRR u ,;th thP

... he's back in line, on the street as
..........11 ... ,., ~- _ ... _ --

..J

useum s irst concert o
July.

4. The CT Valley FM's John
Kalinowski and Carol Sullivan.

5. Minute Men of LI at
Millbrook 's May Muster, from (/)
Nick Durso, John O'Brien and
Pete Loehle.
6. Windsor FDC members
helping to make Muster buttons
for CVFM's Colchester Muster.
from (!) Mylinda Cusson, Steve
Smith, Kate Ferris, Ed Cusson.
Photos by: Vin Czepiel. Alan Goldfinger.
Ethel Lavelle. Betty Moylan. Jim Willey.
Carl Yusna, an,{ George Yeramian.
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National Muster in 1991, I've had the
pleasure of MC'ing the Fusileers
Millbrook, New York Muster. And it
is a pleasure, since it's the first
outdoor Muster of the season and I
get to see many friends that I don't
see at other events.
Even the trip is very scenic and
pleasant. We (Dorothy and I) stay on
U.S. Route 44 all the way through
N.W. CT right to Millbrook. We
always look for the big farm between
Millerton and Amenia that has the
fresh cut asparagus for sale. This
year there was a place on the CT side
of the border selling asparagus, also
... then there was a sign near
Amenia that read: Worms - 500' ...
500' Worms . . . good grief, can you
imagine the size of the fish up that
wayrr? There was another sign that
caught my eye: "Rosenbloom's
Authentic Italian Gelato," honestly,
I'm not making this up.
Announcing the Minute Men of LI
is always fun. They're good guys, to a
man. A few years ago they started
asking for their Muster ribbon after
they finished their march-on tune.
T hen, they'd go right from their
standpiece to their exit. This led to a
lot of jokes about age and infirmities
and how once they got going, they
didn't want to chance what might
happen tf they stopped! This year I
called 'for the "medics" to get ready
and for Jim McMorris, Fusileers fife
sgt., to get ready to run out with the
ribbon and how, through cryogenics,
they get regenerated each May for
this Muster and they go dorment,
again. More fun in the doing than
the telling ... Also, I was happy
to announce that rumors of the
impending demise of the Minute
Men to the contrary, they are not
going to fade away ... they are
inviting and accepting new members.
Minute Men Medical Memo: Bass
drummer Nick Durso, 80, had a
quadruple bypass in August of 1994

.a.,..., •• .._...,,. ,.._,

&

...,....

v ,.,

drummer Al Molyneaux was also on
hand, but not playing, since a stroke
slowed him down at age 74!
Waiting for the Torchlight parade
I met Marion Pfortsch, whose
husband John is a fifer with the
Minute Men. Originally from LI,
they now live in Lancaster, PA and
operate the Old Forge camp ground
there. Last year John formed a junior
corps for one special event, but it is
still together and may continue.
Marion made the uniforms.
I also met "Mama" Dukes, real
name, Felicidad, the young and
attractive mother of Joshua Dukes,
member of the hot drum line of the
Young Colonials, which includes
Mark Reilly and Lee Caron. I see
them everywhere. This year's Muster
meal was served in a huge tent on the
green, since the Fire Department's
banquet hall was hosting a wedding
reception.

Monroe Muster
(continued from page 1)
"When Joe heard of a fifer or
drummer in the area who wasn't
'active,' he'd call up and ask if they
could do a parade 'to help him out,' "
said McDonald. "By the time they'd
done a couple of parades, they were
hooked."
At 5:00 p.m. the Village closed to
the public, leaving the drum corps
people with the whole place to
themselves. Camping space is
plentiful and due to the secluded
location, the jollification continued
into the wee hours. A sumptuous
muster meal was provided both
nights as well as breakfast on Sunday
morning.
By Sunday night, when the last
tent was struck, everyone was "all
mustered out." Tired, but happy, the
corps headed for home, already
looking forward to next year's
"Living History Muster."
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In my first article, I augmented my case that the sound of the bass drum was the
sound of the Ancients by comparing Ancient corps to Modem corps. In this
article, I would like to further state that the sound of the bass differentiates
Ancient corps.
If two Ancient corps were lined up next to each other, the fifes would generally
sound the same. I'm not saying there aren't different styles or level of expertise or
harmonies, but the sound is the same. Yes, even in my own corps, Yatesville, the
use of metal fifes doesn't sound all that different from wood fifes. The AmeriClique corps is an example of a truly different sound produced by a different
instrument.
The snares of the two corps again sound the same. I know there is a difference
between plastic and skin heads, and I also know the snares on the bottom head
themselves have a great deal to do with the sound, but again, it would be hard to
pick out a corps from their snare sound, in my opinion.
I say the bass is the signature of a corps. The sound, as well as the visual
aspects, define the corps. I will now elaborate on those two elements:
Sound

Director Bob William.~, foreground, proudly leads the corps he founded 20 years ago,
the Janesville Fife & Drum Corps in that Wisconsin community's Memorial Day
parade. The chilly weather forced the corps to don capes in this Den Adler photo.

Yalesville Seniors Mark 20 Active Years
by Kathleen Addy Hartline

WALLINGFORD, CT - Looking
back and to thefuture ... the
Yatesville Senior Ancient Fife &
Drum Corps is currently celebrating
its 20th year since its reorganization
in 1975. Yalesville, the northeast
section of Wallingford, CT, has long
had a tradition of fifing and
drumming. This year the corps
intends to keep that drum corps
spirit alive by welcoming new and
former members to various marching
and social events.
Yalesville's first senior corps was
formed in the 1890's and became

several decades of former Yatesville
Juniors as well as alumni.from other
area corps and even new members
with no former drum corps experience.
While the senior corps boasts
hundreds of awards from parades
and competitions, its current
emphasis is on providing quality
fifing and drumming in parades,
musters and exhibitions, and just
plain enjoying the wonderful drum
corps comraderie and spirit.
To mark this anniversary year,
Yatesville has, and will continue
to. host several "ooen" oarade

The size of the bass has an effect on the sound, as well as the wood used. Cap
Corduan of CT Valley Field Music can give you all the facts on bearing edges,
heads, and other parts that help produce the sound.
The uss: of skin heads versus plastic give two distinct sounds. Add muffles to
either, and the sound is again changed. The amount of muffling, or the lack of
muffling, is probably the greatest variant of the bass sound.
The tension of the drum head also can vary the sound. Some drummers prefer
very tight heads, others like a loose, or open, sound.
As in the other sections, the size of the bass section can contribute to the
sound, but is not necessarily the only method of achieving volume. The
drummers themselves are the ones who should control the volume.
The use of felt mallets, although not widely used, produces a different sound
than wooden mallets.
Style

The position of the bass drum as worn by the durmmer varies between corps.
There is not a righ t or wrong method, just different styles. The New York corps
wear their drum "low", and use a straight arm method to strike the drum. The
top of the drum is just about below chest height. The Connecticut style is
"higher," the top of the drum is usually about the height of the junction of the
neck with shoulder, or Adam's apple area.
Swinging or twirling the mallet is a dying art form. Swinging generally is when
the drummer swings the head of the mallet over the center o( their head in
between beats of that hand. A variation is when the head is swung over the rim
of the drum. Twirling is similar to swinging, but is as the name implies, a simple
/.,.., _ _ _.. .. _ _
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the Yalesville Seniors were
reorganized and shortly thereafter
they began the Yalesville Junior
Ancients. A fiercely competitive unit,
the juniors won the CT state Ancient
championship for all years but one
from 1955 through the late 1980's.
Their success can be greatly
attributed to the expertise oflongtime fife instructor Eleanor Borek
and drum instructors Eldrick
Arsenault and the late Hugh Quigley.
Today, the Yatesville Seniors
consist of fifers and drummers from
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attract new members. Accordmgly,
former members were invited to
march with Yalesville in the 199?.
Westbrook Muster parade and VlSlt
the col1's' tent for go?~ company,
cold dnnks and remm1scence.
Whether or not you have drum corps
experience, we invite you to attend
a future parade, social event or
rehearsal to get to know us better.
For additional information please
contact our director Bernie Lindauer,
lO Hillock Drive, Wallingford, CT
06492. Phone (203) 269-0019.

Announcing the release of a new book to the fife
and drum community

♦RETROSPECTIVE+
A COLLECTION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR FIFE AND DRUM

by Scott Mitchell &John Benoit
Retrosfective contains over 40 historicaL traditional

and original tunes arranged singly and

in medley form

for fife and drum. Both fife and drum scores range

around m the hand.
The items I've written about in this article are intended to be points of interest
to have you listen and watch the corps, and especially the bass, and to help
contribute to the enjoyment of the unique hobby we participate in.
Whether you like the sound loud and hard or dynamic and intricate, when
you hear the beat of the rudimental bass, you know the Ancients are coming!

After the Muster, After the Meeting,
After the Concert...
Sample some of our more than 50 brews
a•,~ .-.·h,;;\:...·; ~rom arou~d the world: enjoy Light Bites,
·••·=\'.\ ~; Appetizers, Sandwiches, Burgers
and Full Entrees
from 11:30am. to 10:30pm.
seven days a week.

Dine&Dance

from one to four parts and contain solos. Enjoy another

Friday & Saturday

side of fifing and drumming.

Rock the boat in our upstairs loft
dancing to the D.J sounds
of the 60's 70's and BO's

NOW AVAILABLE FROM:

Cooperman Fife & Drum Co.
Healy Fife Co.
Ye Colonial Sutier's Shop
or call
(617) 393-0391

---Oliver's Taverne Restaurant,
located in historic Essex,
was named alter the first ship,
The Oliver Cromwell,
built lor the Continental Navy
in 1775 at Essex

Oliver :s'uaoerne

124 Westbrook Road ❖ Route 153

❖

Essex

❖

767-2633
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Jamming In July
On The Hudson River
by Jim Willey

One of the most popular tunes at
Deep River and other Musters today
is often one of the first songs a New
England fifer learns. As a result,
when "Chester!" is called out at a jam
session, everybody from the novice to
the grizzled old timer plays. Despite
its great popularity, few fifers and
drummers know of the particular
importance this anthem has iri the
history of our country.
William Billings, it's author, was
born in Boston in 1746, worked in
the leather trade, taking rawhides,
tanning them and finishing them for
use in shoes, belts and other goods.
Although he was not an educated
man, he had great interest in his
church and its choral singing in
particular. He taught himself music,
and with a boundless enthusiasm, he
published his first collection of
hymns, the New England Psalm Singer,
before the age of 25. He went on to
publish many more books of songs
and hymns until his death in 1800.
Despite his many accomplishments,
his most memorable creation was
"Chester." We all know the melody,
so there is no need to publish it here,
but few of us know the lyrics. It is the
fighting spirit of the verse that made
it the unquestionably most popular
song of the War for Independence. It

ALBANY, NY - After watching the
single-file line of drums being
carried on board, one quickly
realized that this would be no
ordinary cruise down Albany's main
waterway. This writer, while still
recuperating from the Deep River
Muster experience from the prior
weekend, joined the progression of
fifers and drummers climbing aboard
the Dutch Apple II on this warm
Tuesday, July 18 evening. What
followed was an enjoyable evening of
dining, socializing and, of course,
jamming aboard a Hudson River
cruise.
In addition to hosting their annual
Holly Jolly Muster in January, the
Spirit of '76 has arranged this ann ual
outing on the river over the past
several summers. Organizing this
year's tour was the mother and
daughter team of fifer Carol Thull
and bass drummer Denise Thull,
along with fifer Mary Ellen Siebert,
whose husband owns the Dutch
Apple line. One can only guess that
this arrangement helped to guarantee
a perfect trip all the way around!
This year's event attracted more than
50 fifers and drummers from all four
Albany-area corps, the Spirit of '76,
Adamsville Ancients, Sons and
Daughters of Liberty and Village
Volunteers.
As our boat left the dock, we were
served a generous buffet which
included a six-foot submarine
sandwich, chicken wings and baked
ziti. No sooner were the plates
cleared than the jamming started on
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Enduring Words ...
by Ed Boyle
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Michigan's Mark Logsdon comes from a long line of drummers, some of whom are
shown irt this 1902 photo taken in front of the home of bass drummer J. J. "Jim"
Logsdon, far left. Francis Logsdon, a Civil War veteran of the 43 'rd Ohio is third
from I. and fifth from I. is "Jim" Logsdon 's twin brother, Paul Benjamin. The bass
drum, still in the Logsdon family, is currently being restored. Founder and director of
the 1st Michigan FDC, Mark is The Company's newest Life Member.

NTIER

ALONG
by Mark Logsdon

... Although we have not been able to put together information for The Ancient
Times for the last few issues, we are happy to report that some good things are
taking place out this way.
... The 1st Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps has released the third in a
series of albums. This endeavor, titled "Reflections of the Past", has been
selling well, and can be purchased throue:h The Coone:rm:m Fif~ :mrl nmm
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of triumph and in moments of despair.
It continued to be sung long after
Yorktown. A much greater
understanding of the true Spirit of '76
can be gained from speaking o r
singing the words:
tyrants shake their iron rod,
And slavery clank her galling chain.
We fear them not. we trust in God,
New England's God forever reigns.
""Let

Howe and Burgoyne, and Clinton, too,
With Prescott and Cornwallis join 'd,
Together plot our ovenhrow.
In one infernal league combined.
When God inspired us for the fight,
Their ranks were broke, their lines ,were forced,
Their ships were shattered in our sight.
Or swiftly driven from our coast.
The foe comes on with haughty pride
Our troops advance with mania/ noise.
Their veterans flee before our youth.
And gen ·rats yield to beardless boys.
What grateful ojfring shall we bring?
What shall we render to the Lord?
Loud hallelujahs let us sing,
And praise his name on ev'ry chord."
by William Billings

Colchester Muster
Increases In Size
by Dave Pear

COLCHESTER, CT - On Saturday
July 29 on the green in Colchester,
the third annual Muster was held,
hosted by the Connecticut Valley
Field Music in conjunction with the
Colchester H istorical Society which
also held its annual craft show. Th e
Muster, as well as the craft show,
has grown in size each year. For
presenting the short parade and
Muster in cooperation with the craft
show, the Colchester Historical
Society will make a donation to The
Company's Ancients Fund of more
than $1,500.

Alonge an d Shelley Whipple ol the
host corps. As the number of fifers
and drummers increased, the room
on deck decreased to a point where it
was difficult to play at times, but all
seemed to manage. The confines of
the boat and the proximity of the
water did make for some interesting
playing, however, as one false move
by a fifer here or a drummer there
would have sent their favorite
instrument floating down the
Hudson! Happily, it can be reported
that no calls of "fife overboard" were
heard on this night.
As we continued down the river,
the crowd from the passing "Spirit of
St. Joseph" cruise gave the jammers a
rousing cheer. We also noticed
bewilderment from several onlookers
on both shores as we passed. As with
all good things, this cruise ended just
as the jam was warming up. Our
hosts earned three huzzahs for their
efforts in putting together a
memorable evening. As the call for
"one more good one" was sounded,
the strains of "Hell on the Wabash "
could be heard as we docked back in
Albany.
This year's Muster was attended by
17 fife and drum corps including:
Marlborough Jr. Ancients, the
Ancient Mariners, Middlesex
County, MA; Jr. Colonials of
Westbrook, Chester, the Kentish
Guards, Westbrook, East Hampton
. 3rd CT Regiment, Nutmeg Volunteers,
~ Connecticut Patriots, Col. John
Chester, Deep River Jr. FDC, Deep
River Sr. FDC, Marquis of Granby
and the host Connecticut Valley
Field Music.
The announcing was very ably
handled by Cap Corduan with an
assist from Rita Lark, who also
served as registrar for the corps. The
host CVFM says a h eartfelt "than k
you" to all the participating corps
and to the Historical Society.
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Mich igan c/o Logsdon, 13842 Wellington, Sterling Heights, MI 48313. Phone
(810) 247-1775.
... This year has been an unprecedented year for the Plymouth, Tittabbawasee
and 1st Michigan Corps getting to perform together on the same venues. It is
nice to be able to get these corps together. Hopefully the other Michigan corps
schedules will coincide more closely with those just mentioned. It is always a
pleasure to see the development of this type of music. And, now there is a
corps developing in the far north of Michigan, tentatively patterning
themselves after the 60th Royal America. Good Luck to them. They already
have six solid shell Cooperman drums to work with. These folks are serious!
... The new Patrick Cooperman living memorial was dedicated DRAM
weekend, and now a beautiful Crimson Japanese Red maple tree graces the
front lawn of The Company museum headquarters. The D avid L. Boddie living
memorial is a great shade tree over near the flag pole on th e same site.
... Speaking of DRAM weekend some years ago, I attended the DRAM, to find
out what all the hype was about. I left that field sadly disappointed. Fife and
drum music had been relegated to a sideshow status, in comparison to all the
other "activities" that were taking place. I told anyone who cared to listen that
the 1st Michigan would never come to D eep River, under any circumstances
due to the atmosphere present. In talking with Pat Cooperman the day prior to
his passing, Pat extracted a promise that I would attend this year's DRAM to
see the dramatic changes that had taken place.
... The changes have been nothing short of wonderful. Once again, the DRAM
is a place for ALL fifers and drummers, yes, even the junior corps. Those who
run the Muster should be roundly and loudly applauded for putting together
one fine program. While all of this might be old news, the DRAM, once again,
deserves the place in h istory that it occupies.
... To all those who participated in the Patrick H. Cooperman Memorial Fife &
Drum Corps on May 13 in the Essex parade there is some interersting news. A
close check on DRAM weekend found the Sailing Masters mini-Muster ribbon
and th e sticks that had been placed at Pat's final interment place still there,
representing all of you who played in his name.
,.. Plan's are in the works for an informal gathering of the a dministrators of all
the midwest fife and drum corps this fall. This is an idea that has been
suggested for sometime and we hope that it becomes a reality.

1996 Calendar
Features Drum Corps Only
Photos of different Ancient fife & drum corps
for each of the 12 months.
$8.00 each - includes shipping ($9.00 each to Europe with shipping)
For more information call Rick Crowley (203) 295-9749
Send check or money order to:
Marlborough Jr. Ancients, P.O. Box 482, M arlborough, CT 06447
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Voices
•
1ews

And Letters, Too!

Voices & Views is a new column to give
us a broader basis for your comments,
suggestions a nd criticisms of all things
Ancient. We will continue to include
your fellers when appropriate. Please
write to Voices & Views at our Ivoryton
address.
Remembering Pat Cooperman ...
Contributing Editor George Yeramian
penned these recollections: "In as fine a
tribute as any man could wish for or
expect, family, friends and acquaintances
of Patrick H. Cooperman gathered in
Essex, CT on a blustery Saturday, May
13, I 995 to pay their last respects and
render honors in a way he would have
liked and appreciated ... muffled drum
and mournful fife in the Catholic
Church played by Mark Logsdon of 1st
Michigan and Joe Morneault of the
Ancient Mariners, respectively. Then a
subdued rendition of "Downfall of
Paris" rolled across the burial ground
and the river as a final salute played by
no less than two dozen fifers and
drummers ... with emotion.
Not only did the mourners come from
dozens of states as far away as Michigan
and Virginia and even Canada but cards
and letters brought expressions of grief,
sorrow and compassion from California
to England.
After the funeral those dozens who

The Ancient Times
Proud parents say thank you . . . One of
the original members of The Seafarers
(now officially Challenger Fifes and
Drums) is Christine Sweeney. In 1991
when Seafarers was formed, Christine,
then age 13, became one of our first
fifers, learning her first song under the
direction of Robert Worrell of Samuel H.
Dow F ife and Drum Corps. For the past
four years, Christine has participated in
all but two of the corps many parades
and community appearances. She took
on the task of teaching some of the
younger fifers who came our way, and
even took the time to make an
instructional tape for one fifer who
would be out of state for the whole
summer. She has had to put up with her
Dad's ranting and raving, and her
Mom's pleading to hang in there just a
little longer 'til we get more fifers, and
still keep up her studies. Well, Mom
and Dad are proud to announce that
Christine, who is 18 in September,
graduated from Palm Bay High School
on June 3rd, received her Florida State
Certification as a Nursing Assistant
(thru dual enrollment with Brevard
Community College), and got engaged to
a wonderful young man by the name of
James Smith, Jr. We just want to let
everyone know how really proud we are
of our daughter Christine, and wish to
publicly thank her for all of Jhe time
and effort she has put in to making our
drum corps the success it is. "We love
you very much!"

Mom and Dad/Diane & Ed Sweeney
An open letter to all the people who
participated in the heart warming
ceremonies at Hugh Quigley's grave site
recently: This belated tribute took place
one year after Quig's passing and I will
explain why...
A few years ago, Quig and I attended

More from Fort Point, California by our
transplanted Yankee in San Francisco,
Jack Doyle ... About three years ago, I
wrote about the Songs and Sounds of
the Civil War program out at Fort Point,
a Civil War era fort at the entrance of
the Golden Gate in San Francisco.
Since then, George Yeramian visited and
gave me a nice plug in this publication
inviting any Ancients out this way to
give me a call.
In November 1993 Ralph Sweet came
West and played snare while I fifed for a
school group at the fort. It was great to
hear that old Connecticut halftime.
Ralph enjoyed my fife collection and
even autographed my 30 year old copy
of his book, "The Fifer's Delight."
This year I was surprised by another
visitor, the Yankee Drummer, Jim Smith,
from Greensburg, PA. Many of you may
know Jim. He was inspired, at age 14, by
the Frederick Fennell recording "The
Music of '76." In 1961 he founded the
C.A. Palmer Drum Corps in his
hometown ,Palmyra, NY. The corps was
named a,fter his grandfather. In 1968 he
helped form the Tippecanoe Ancient
Drum Band. While stationed in Japan
with the Navy, he formed the Ancient
Mariners of Japan. He seems to have
been all over the place with such
notables as George Carrol and the late
Irving Block and Buck Soitsman.
When Jim came to California, on
business, he remembered the stories
about the fort. He called in late
February, and the rest is history.
We met at the fort on a sunny day in
late February. While I am sure we must
have been at many jam sessions back
East, we never played together before. I
knew there would be no problem,
however, because from the first seven
stroke roll on my old 1880 bird's eye
maple snare drum it was evident he
knew how to play. The fort got a real

providing field music for the San
Francisco Police Dept.
In May, George and Dorothy
Yeramian came back to the city for
another visit with their son and
granddaughter. It was agreed that we
would all get together at the fort for an
afternoon of performances. This set the
record for the largest number of
Ancients ever to set foot in the fort; two
snares and a fife! We like to think May
7, 1995 was the first San Francisco
Ancient Muster. After all, we did have
members of Connecticut Valley Field
Music (George), C.A. Palmer/Tippecanoe
(Jim) and Stony Creek (Jack).
Jim and I have since been spotted at
Kelley Park as Union field music for a
Civil War reenactment. Jim has been on
his own with a Scottish pipe band. We
recently performed in historic Old
Sacramento at the Military History
Museum. This museum was founded by
retired General Donald E. Mattson, one
of the authors of the "Old Fort Snelling
Instruction Book for Fife."
I was hoping more stories would
follow but Jim was called away on
business and is now in Virginia. It was a
great four months. Northern California
is still echoing with the thunder of
Ancient drums ... if you're going west,
contact Jack Doyle, 418 Flood Avenue,
San Francisco, CA 94112-1135.
It was Saturday, July 15th. It was HOT. It
was the 1995 Deep River Ancient
Muster. The key word here is "Ancient".
Because I finished the parade early, I
was afforded the opportunity to be a
spectator for the remainder of the
parade. How disappointing it was to see
corps march onto the field in their '90's
apparel (shorts and '",[-shirts). I see this
happening more and more at various
musters. As I spoke to other participants
and spectators at the muster. 1 realized

Patrick H . Cooperman Memorial Fife &
Drum Corps and joined the local
celebration and mini-Muster hosted by
the Sailing Masters of 1812. They
received a ribbon for their participation
which, in a sincere and touching gesture,
Mark Logsdon later slipped away with
a nd took to Pat in the cemetery."

The 1995 DRAM was once again the
highlight of m any Fife & Drum Corps'
summer season. It was my 15th since
1978 and possibly the hottest I have ever
endured. I ca n still re member my first
"Deep River." It was my first muster
ever, a nd it was the first time I had seen
such corps as the Ancient Mariners, The
Old G uard (of which I am now a
member), a nd the Connecticut Blues.
Playing with the Camden Continentals, I
always looked forward to the DRAM
each year.
This year, however, a fellow corps
member a nd I fell victim to senseless
thievery. We had a cooler stolen from
our camp site on Saturday evening. I
might add that we were not the only
people to h ave a cooler stolen during the
muster weekend. What would hurt more
than h aving something stolen at a
muster would be to find out that the
thieves were fellow Ancients. The cooler
is a n insignificant object a nd is
replaceable. However, in the back of my
mind will always be the question "Did a
fellow Ancient take it, or was it just a
local delinquent?" I hope it was th e
latter.
A muster is supposed to be a place to
renew old friendships and enjoy the art
fo rm which we "Ancients" hold so dear.
This years D RAM was no exception,
a nd it was possibly one of the best I
have ever attended. I just wanted to
make you aware of this incident, so tha t
it will not happen to anyone else in the
future.
In the Ancient Spirit,
Robert P. Simpson, Old G uard F DC

drummer, Howie Kenealy. We were
shocked to learn there was to be no fife
and drum music for him. At the
conclusion of ceremonies at Howie's
grave, as Quig and I were walking away,
he turned to me and said, "Nick, if I go
before you, please come a nd play at my
grave with other drum corps friends." I
replied, "Of course, and if I go before
you, you make sure that you play for me
and to ma ke sure that there is a group of
fifers and drummers present."
T his was more than a "promise", it
was a solemn oath between two close
drum corps friends. A fulfillment of a
"last-wish" of having friends fife and
drum o ne last time. Alice Quigley knew
nothing about the "promise" Quig a nd I
had. F uneral a rrangements were planned
by the fa mily a nd I did not want to
interfere a nd so I remained silent.
Months later, during a tearful
conversation with Alice, I revealed my
feeling of pain, sorrow and guilt that I
harbored fo r failing to keep my word to
Quig. Alice was deeply moved when I
requested her permission to organize a
fife a nd drum tribute to her husband.
She immedi ately consented and advised
me th a t she would inform the family.
Alice notified the local newspaper and
they pub lished an article pertaining to
the pending ceremonies at the
Wallingford cemetery. I p ersonally was
delighted a nd surprised to see stich a
hugh gathering of local residents, fifers
a nd drummers and other corps personnel
who were so gracious in assisting me in
my efforts to keep a "promise" to a
cfevoted friend.
On behalf of myself, Alice Qu igley
and family, our sincere ''Th a n k You" to
all participants. I know Quig loved every
minute of it. And to you, Quig, you will
never be fo rgotten, I miss you and I say
one last time, I love you.
Since rely, in true drum corps spirit,

Nick Attanasio

performed expertly on a ntique
instruments, C loos fife, calfskin head
snare a nd period sticks. We did
everything we could think of from the
camp duty to Roy Watrous tunes. Both
the tourists and the park rangers were
duly imp ressed.
Well, it couldn't stop there. Next week
th ere was a repeat performance at the
fort an d, in March, Jim managed to get
us into th e St. Patri ck's Day parade in
San F rancisco. The two of us marched
righ t behind Mayor Frank Jordan,

How unfortunate that a few corps
decided to shed a part of history that
goes hand-in-ha nd with fifing and
drumming!
Sandra Bidwell
Saili ng Masters of 1812

Support The Company
promote individual
membership.

,i~~OOS MODEL Straight bore; plays with traditional
ea~f ·'··,,.,.Exterior tapers gently. Tapered ferrules, 2" long
(Ci.v1 .,, ..,... ··:,_Period).
COLONiAL MODEL As above, except straight brass
ferrules 3'/4.~]ong (Revolutionary Period).
WAL TFIFEiTB'o.re tapers near blowhole. Lows are rich
(like McDonagh}~!!!, .. · QS are easy, loud & clear. The·best
of both worlds: not, •°'jppm.promise. 3/4" straight ferrules.
M-1 2-piece (tunabl~);}J~ompound blowhole, body has
tapered bore. Head ha'slll~ury~d profile. A mellow fife for
the concert player.
..:::,_. ,;;;;;,,_

·,q:t!li \\i>::\,.

Sweetheart Fifes are desig,ri ®
~!:: ~Y,. fifers to play on
pitch ' with Ferrary, Model F}ill!!!~hq Cloos.
All
instruments are hand finished, .,,a~~l!\~vailable for
immediate shipment. Sweetheart Fffe.;$11\n.ave been
made for 20 years with pride, quality and''affi:li'dability.
1

Phone (203) 749-4494 or write for a free::;:;::;;:;;:;,,
brochure of all Sweetheart instruments ·,,,.

Sweethea r t Fifes
32 South Maple St, Enfield, CT 06082
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September 1995-July 1996

NEW Membership Appllcatlon

C A L E N D A R
0 F
E V E N T
September 23 TORRINGTON, CT

17th CT F&D, 20th Anniversary
Muster. Invitation. 12 noon, Coe
Park. Inquire Ellen Cashman,
21-4 Oak Ave. Extension,
Torrington, CT 06790.
September 30 SUDBURY, MA

Rain date October l Sudbury
Ancient FDC. Colonial Fair,
Invitation Muster, Wayside Inn,
Mary Punch, P.O. Box 93,
Sudbury, MA 01776 (508) 443-3781.
October 7, IVORYTON, CT
20th Annual Jaybirds Day,
Headquarters & Museum
Grounds. Starts 10:00 a.m. with
coffee and Jollification, raffle,
refreshments of all kinds. Call Ed
Olsen (203) 399-6519 for more
details.
October 20-22 YORKTOWN, VA

Sixth Annual Muster and Ancient
weekend. Parade and corps
presentations, jollifications and
bonfires. Contact Joan Flinn,
106 Admiral Court, Hampton,
VA 23669.
November 18 IVORYTON, CT

Business meeting, The Company
of.FifP.r<.

.t-

OrnmmPr<: Tnr <;;:t<>rt·

November 25 BRONX, NY

Annual Jollification sponsored bY
the New York Ancients. All are
welcome, starts 12 noon. Contact
Joe Culhane, Jr., 2915 Barkley
Ave., Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 823-5071.
December 9 OLD SAYBROOK, CT
Annual Christmas Torchlight
Parade, Muster. Parade starts
6:00 p.m. By invitation only.
Contact Bill Reid, 242
Schoolhouse Road, Old Saybrook,
CT 06475 (203) 399-6571.

Events in 1996
February 17 IVORYTON~ CT

General Business Meeting.
Headquarters and Museum. Start
l :00 p.m. See details under
November, 1995.
March 2 PALM BAY, FL

Traditional Muster. Challenger
FDC. Short parade. Jollification.
Contact Diane or Ed Sweeney,
P.O. Box 500792, Malabar, FL
39250-0792. (407) 724-2340.
July 26, 27 BRUGG/WINDISCH
SWITZERLAND ?.ml
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TntP.rn:ition:,l

Name _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __

*
*
*
*

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ Zip _ _ _ __
Individual: U.S. only $15.00 _ __
Family: U.S. only $25.00 _ __

Canada: Individual only $20.00 _ __
International: Individual only $25.00 _ __

LIFE MEMBERSHIP ... I would like to learn about flexible payment schedules
for a $1,000 donation. Write or call me at (
Please make check or money order payable to: The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, Inc. and mail to P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442-0525.

~-----------------7
•'T'heGompilnyoJgifers&'DrummersMAIL
ORDER FORM
Description

Company Music Book Volume #1
Company Music Book Volume #1 Cassette
Company Music Book Volume #1 with Cassette
Company Music Book Volume #1 Drum Solo Cassette
Companyi Music Book Volume #2
Company Music Book Volume #2 Cassettes (Set of 2)
Company Music Book Volume #2 with Two Cassettes
Company Music Book Volume #3
Camp Duty Music Book with Cassette
Sturtze Drum Book
Music of the Hudson Valley Book (Attanasio & Grady)
110 Military Drum Duets Book (Munier)
American Rudimental Method Drum Book (Glassey)
Camp Dupont Music Book
Muffled Drum Music Book
Music of Sons of Liberty Book
40 Rudimental Drum Beats Book (Perrilloux)
Chas. T. Kirk Fife Music Book
Roy Watrous Book
1996 Company Pocket Calendar
Muster Up A Meal - Cookbook
200 Years of Fife/Drum Cassette (NY. Regimentals)
N.Y. Reg., CT Yanks & Morris Cnty. Cassette
Company Window Decal

Qty.

Price

$12.00
$10.00
$21.00
$10.00
$12.00
$14.00

Company Lapel Pin
Company 25th Anniversary Pin (Bronze)
Company Armetale Tankard

$25.00
$ 8.00
$15.00
$10.00
$ 8.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$10.00
$ 5.00
$10.00
$ 8.00
$ 3.00
$ 8.00
$10.00
$10.00
$ 2.00
$ 4.00
$, 3.00
$25.00 '

r.nmn;::inv P;:it~h

,;; 4

on

Shipping &
Handling

$2.00
$2.00
$2.50
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.50
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00

Total

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$1.00
$2.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

on

,;;

$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$0.50
$1.00

,;;1

~

p -;-11"1.

onrtr\;I m e
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Bcnoit (203) 897-643 1 o r Sandy
Bidwell (203) 742-9235. Office
(203) 767-2237.

.,,--•~ --., '-'v,vssn::n .:,--y-1:7c:;;-

Parade, Jollification, Concerts,
Invitational. Contact Roger Franz,
Birkenstrasse 5/ B, C H-5442
Fislisbach, Switzerland.

"'""-"·••·10V1.ioo'f"T"l~

n \ ~U'-' U ~~

Company Tee-Shirt, Adult _
Company Sport Shirt, Adult
Company Sweatshirt, Adult _
Company Jacket, Unlined, Adult
Company Jacket, Lined, Adult

~ o o v o ,·, OTn;:,

_

S

s
S

_

M
M
_M

s
s

M

_

M

L

~

_ XL
L
XL
L
XL
L
XL
L
XL

$12.00
$22.00
$ 22.00
$24.00
$30.00

$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

The Ancient Times-1995

CALENDAR LISTINGS . ..

We welcome suggestions for feature
stories and new columns. We also
welcome new writers. If you do not
have the experience but would like to
develop reporting skills, please
contact us.
Deadline for the Winter issue is
November 1, 1995. Black and white
photos are best suited to our printing
process, but we often use clear color
shots. Please identify all subjects and
make every effort to submit typewritten copy. Mail to our Ivoryton
address or call Bill Pace (203) 526-3436.

To list your 1996 events we need to
know if the information which was
published in 1995 should be simply
repeated or needs changing. You must
let us know when contact people and
other details change, especially dates.
Special note to all sponsors ... THIS
IS YOUR OFFICIAL NOTICE for a
1996 listing. You will not receive
a personalized mailing. Calendar
deadline for the big Winter issue is
November 1, 1995. Mail to Calendar
at our Ivoryton address.

$
$
$
$
$
$

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
SHIP TO: Name: _ _ _ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ __ __ _
Address: _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
City: _ __ __ _ _ _ _ State _

_

Zip Code _ _ __

Make Check or Money Order Payable To:
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC.
Please send this order form with your payment to:

Tbe Company of Fife rs & Drummers Company Store
P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442-0525

Pawtuxet Rangers Co-Host Nov. Festival

~

'ti
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Special Announcement
...
.•
The Swiss Colonials are looking forward to hosting
this Invitational Muster on July 26 and 27. Although
space is limited, we welcome our American friends. If
you are interested contact: Swiss Colonials FDC, c/o
Roger Franz, Birkenstrasse 5/B, VH-5442 Fislisbach,
Switzerland.

WARWICK, RI - The Pawtuxet
Rangers, R. I. M. in cooperation with
the city of Warwick is presenting
Warwick Heritage Festival on
Veteran's Day weekend, November
IO through 12, 1995 at C ity Park in
Buttonwoods, Warwick, Rhode Island.
Over 200 reenactors a re expected
to present tableau's of American
history, Ilepresenti ng a timeline from
1740 to 1865. On th e two day schedule
are living history demo nstratio ns,

Native American camps, the restaging
of historic battles, and fife and drum
presentations. Authentic pioneer
food will be available and special
Veteran's Day observances will
be held.
Participants are required to be in
period dress. Firewood, hay, and a
Saturday night meal will be provided.
For more informa tio n call 1-800-4WARWICK or John Currier, city
archivist (401) 738-2000, ext. 6220.

HEALY FIFE COMPANY
Skip Healy, Fife maker
Featuring hand-crafted fifes of the finest quality.
Also specializing in repairs and
restoration of wooden fifes and flutes.
The Foundry Building Suite Q-3
21 Holden Street

Providence, RI 02908

(401) 861-7050

Cooperman Fifes
Expertly crafted in rosewood, cocobolo, grenadilla and persimmon wood, m1r lint: indmks Trntliti1111ul
Bb Models, The Stony Creek Model, and bo th Twu-pil·ct· 1111d Om· pil't'l' Sou11d Cl111111ht·r Models. Only
the finest quality imported exotic hardwoods und tlw hl'sl 111' our 1111liw 1w1 si1n111011 arc used in crafting
Cooperman fifes. We guarantee that a ll Cooperm an fifes will be consistent in pitch and performance,
and offer full repair and refi nishing services for our instruments.

Cooperman Drums
The handcrafted Cooperman Liberty Drum, heir to an ancient tradition of rope
tension drums dating back over 400 years, pays full respect to the
__.;;:~!f-'"''-'W

ancient style and sound while incorporating the best
of modem technology to produce the
most sophisticated
~~-

instrument of its kind in

the world today. We also adapt our
Coopennan Liberty Drum to reproduce
drums from many periods in history,
including the 19th century Civil War Contract
drum, 18th century drums of the French &
Indian Wars and Revolutionary War, and brass shell
drums in the Brigade of Guards style. Every Cooperman d rum is
handmade to order, with expertly designed and painted artwork available.

G-) w~,

Sming th, Ancients since 1961 with th, highest quality

handmade fifes, drums and drumsticks, corps supplies and services.

CooPERMAN FIFE
ESSEX INDUSTRIAL PARK,
TEL:

&

DRUM Co.

06409-0276 USA
203-767-7017

CENTERBROOK, CT

203-767-1779 •

FAX:

