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T:
his is the !hi.rd issue in our new and evolving magazine fonnat. We are constantly 
triving to improve this publication and your comments, pro and con, are 
ppreciated ... we do want to thank all of you who have sent encouraging words 

in recent months. 

Over the past few years it has seemed that the third issue of each volume has been 
full of Muster reports ... as is this one. In fact, we have reports on two successful 
Musters on the same date- July 27 - in two different states. And, we're again up to 28 
pages. primarily due to continuing interest from traditional advenisers, plus a few new 
ones. This says a great deal about the 
support our advertisers receive from 
you, our loyal readers. Thank you. 

In addition to Musters, some of our 
Swiss brethren are featured in this 
ssue. Among Swiss and American 

fifers and drummers there is a 
constantly broadening friendship that 
goes back more than 25 years. As 
Dave Pear asks on page 14 "Could it 
really be that we have something 
special over here?" 

Whenever you hear someone saying 
What Does The Company Do For Me? 

Should Musters 
Be An 

Ancient Mainstay? 

New Membership 
Application 

Inside Back Cover. 

remind them that in addition to operating the Museum. maintaining an international 
headquarters with probably the most complete drum corps Archives in the world, 
operating the Music Library. the Store, publishing music, tapes. discs and this 
publication. and putting people in touch throughout the American Ancient community. 
it is through The Company that Swiss friendships were originally fostered, just as 
relationships are growing. today, among like-minded individuals in Ireland, France, 
England and Canada, who seek friendship through the music of life and drum. 

S ince there are now some half-dozen American style corps in Switzerland it seems 
logical that it was the first country to import the Muster idea. Mike Quinn and his 
Mendon Bannock Drum Band hosted the first one in Lugano in the early 1980's. 

We understand the Swiss Colonials have a Muster planned for 1997. 

As the Ancients continue to multiply, should the Muster be the primary source of 
corps perfonnance, other than parades? The Swiss Mariners have successfully adopted a 
concert fonnat, which they present on their own or periodically with the Ancient 
Mariners and always to an audience of several hundred knowledgeable, enthusiastic 
listeners. They have been doing this in a Basel suburb for the past 25 years. This past 
July. I.he Ancient Mariners staged a successful concert at Mystic Seaport here in CT, 
with the Swiss Mariners. 

The various Muster reportS in this issue give the impression that most people 
enjoyed the day ... you know from your own experience. some parades have a 
very sparse audience and some draw large hometown crowds that appreciate the 

"free" music. Yet. often in New England you can hear the refrain" there are too many 
Musters." Not if you live in Florida or Maryland or Michigan. 

What about the fonnat of the Muster - must it always be the same? Well, the 
Fusileers very successful Millbrook Muster (see page 6) changes the usual program. 
The parade is after the on stand perfonnances and it usually draws an appreciative 
audience of town folk and no complaints from corps people. 

at do you think about Musters. Not enough. Too many??? Do you have any 
uggestions or modifications that you would like to see in terms of the 

Muster fonnat or Muster courtesies ... we have some comments in Voices & 
Views in this issue (page 18) as well as recent previous issues. We would like to hear 
from you. Let us know what you think and we'll publish your comments as part of our 
continuing efforts to promote a dialogue about all things Ancient. The deadline for our 
Winter issue is November I. 

Bill Pace, Managing Editor 
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The 
Swiss 
Mariners' 
Fredy Prack, 
(above) 
a professional 
artist, designed 
this official 
emblem for the 
1996 Fasnacht 
celebration in 
Baset 
Switzerland 

IYORYTON, CT-
redy Prack has been playing 
the Basel style snare drum 
since the age of nine. He 
first learned to play in one of 
Switzerland's oldest cliques, 
the Basler Mittwoch 
Gesellschaft (Basel 
Wednesday Society) formed 
in 1907. As a young drum 
enthusiast Fredy joined in 

1949 When the American style Swiss 
Mariners were forming in 1970, he also 
joined that drum section. Since 1964 he has 

been a succesmil art 
director, illustrator 

and graphic 



designer. This year he has had the 
opportunity to blend all three of these 
interests. He is the official designer of the 
1996 Fasnascht emblem and in July 
enjoyed his seventh visit to Connecticut as 
a Swiss Mariner snare drummer. 

Wms Art Competition 
Fredy's selection as the official 

designer for the Fasnacht "pin" came as a 
result of a competition among many of 
Basel's professional illustrators. There are 
a number of professional artists and 
designers in Basel serving the needs of 
several corporations including two of the 
world's largest chemical companies which 
are headquartered in the city. The compe
tition was keen due to the prestige of the 
Fasnacht celebration itself The pressures 
of business had previously kept Fredy 
from entering the contest but once before 
in the last 30 years. His winning 
illustration, reproduced here, does not 
feature a fifer and drummer as most 

pins have done in the past 
several decades. Rather, 
it illustrates members 

of the singing groups 
which perform in the 

bars and bistros during 
Fasnacht. The groups 
sing humorous songs 

~• .-._:;;~;~ ""• }. and recite ~ti~ical_ 
•. ~t\.,:_:,; ~~-f l~l- poems ~o. he-m with 
" ~ .~.W:~{ · :er,, ~ the poht1cal and 

•" ·• ~- . economic climate 
of the 
day. 

\ 

This year 
marked the 75th anniversary of the 
inclusion of these singers, 
known as Schitzelbank, in 

·i/. the official Fasnacht 
Committee celebrations. The singers 
always show a picture or an illustration 
that relates to the subjects they are 

· presenting. 

, 

The official design for the emblem is 
selected by a special subcommittee of 
the overall Fasnacht Committee and is 
not only used on the "pin" which many 

Americans have collected in recent years, 
but it appears in several printed forms 
including colorful, quality lithographs and 
limited edition collector prints. Fredy 

Ancient 11mes 3 

presented such an 
autographed print to 
'/he Company 
during his July visit. 

Another part of 
the Fasnacht 
traclition is the many 
colorful lanterns 
which are carried by 
the various cliques 
during the proces
sions and parades. 
For many years, 
Fredy has designed 
and painted lanterns 
not only for his O\'ltl 

clique but for others. 
Although he has 
received wide recog-
nitio~ in Switzerland In the lead drummers position in 1952 in the Basel 
~r _h1s Ff n~c~t t Wednesday Society (clique) is Fredy, with fellow Swiss 
es,gns, re Y s mos Mariner snare drummer and Life Member of The 

well kno"':'11 drum Company, Max Richard far left. 
corps art ts the logo ' 
of the Swiss Mariners, Contrasting fifing and drumming in Basel 
which he created some 25 years agn and Connecticut, Fredy said "in Basel you 
Fredy and his former partner, artist Rene play among the bricks and city streets. 
Beuret, a retired Swiss Mariner fifer, In Connecticut you play on the open 
designed the emblem together. Muster field and you get a different sound 

Too Small To Drum 
When Fredy Prack first tried to join 

his Basel clique he has told that he~ 
"too small" to be a drummer but could be 

a fifer. However, the drum ~ for 
Fredy. He waited until he"grew up 
a bit." Not only did he grow bigger 

• physically but as his 
,h.~drumming horizons 
1 ~ broadened he 

teamed with two 
fellow clique 
drummers to win 
champiortship 
honors as the top 

snare drum trio of Basel several 
l) times in the early 1960's. The 
" snare drummers are fellow 

Swiss Mariners Hans Peter 
Hirt and Max Richard, who also played at 
the 1996 Deep River Ancient Muster with 
Fredy and the rest of the Swiss and 
Ancient Mariners. 

During this year's visit Fredy ~ the 
guest of fellow artist and graphic designer 
Dave Jones, a fifer who is commodore of 
the Ancient Mariners and art director of 
the Ancient Tunes. Fredy said that the 
"highlight of the visit this time" was a 
joint concert with the Ancient Mariners at 
Mystic Seaport on Friday night July 26. 

because there is more swing to the 
American styles. You play against a 
natural, colorful background with the 
green fields and old wooden buildings." 

Like many visitors to the United 
States from Europe, Fredy observes,"there 
is so much space. And I like the bigness. 
Even the steaks are bigger," and he laughs 
as he lets out some of that natural humor 
that many Swiss try and hide from 
Americans. It is only when they get to 
know you that the show that delightful 
side of the Swiss personality. Since I have 
known Fredy since my first visit to 
Switzerland in 1970, he smiles easily. 
Summing up his Connecticut experiences 
over the years Fredy said ''I like the music 
very much. The different styles are so 
interesting. And the friendliness of the 
people. It is the people who help create 
the special spirit of the Muster." We call it 
simply The Ancient Spirit, and we're glad 
you like it, Fredy ... come back and drum 
with us again, soon! 
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Menotomy Marl<S 25 Years 

The Menotomy Minute Men were conceived as a family organiz.ation and remain so today, with three divisions in strong suppon of the founh, 
the Fifes & Drums which are having a very active year.. 

by Dan Moylan 
SUDBURY, MA -

he very name Menotomy has, 
tragically, become something 
of a joke. How many musters 
have we attended where 
officials announce the arrival 
of the "Menotony" Minute 
Men onto the field? They 

cringe, and softly sing their little song to the 
tune of "On Wisconsin!". 

Men of Tomy, Men of Tomy, 
Marching down the field, 

Blowing fifes and beating drums. 
Oh. never shall we yield! 
Huzzah Rah, rah, rah! 

We'll have one that's nice and foamy, 
When the march is done, 
for our muskets, 

And let's all have fun! 
Even the official Arlington records 

show examples of misspelling the town 
name. But please take note. Menotomy 
was the name of the Indian village at the 
site of the present town of Arlington, 
Massachusetts. ln colonial days, the town 
was actually the 2nd Precinct of 
Cambridge, though it was colloquially 

known as Menotomy. It was incorporated 
in 1807 as West Cambridge. and in 1867 
changed to its present name of Arlington. 

On the first Patriot's day, Menotomy 
was the scene of fleece fighting, 

bloodshed and reprisal. where more troops 
were engaged and more casualties suffered 
than in Lexington or Concord. Jason 
Russell lived in a house on the main sLreet 
and being old and lame, started at noon 
with his wife and children to go for safety 
to a house on the hill, but after proceeding 
a little way sent them on alone and came 
back to look after his house. He was 
setting up a barricade from which to fire on 
the British troops returning from Concord, 
when a flanking party of British surprised a 
group of Americans lying in wait and drove 
them straight to Jason Russell's house. 
Jason himself was so crippled with a bad 
leg that he was the last 10 reach the house, 
and was shot twice and bayoneted eleven 
times on his own front steps. Of the men 
who made it inside, many were shot on the 
spot. though some managed to take refuge 
in the cellar, where they made it too 
dangerous for the British to pursue by 
firing up the stairs. The Jason Russell 
house still stands, and visitors can see 

bullet holes from those unhappy events in 
the front stairwell and the upstairs 
bedrooms. It serves as the meeting house 
and practice house for the Menotomy 
Minute Men. 

In the late 1960s Mark Kahn decided 
to bring a sense of "Living History" to the 
town of Arlington. He enlisted the 
cooperation of the town officials, veteran's 
organizations. Bicentennial Committee, 
and other local organizations and helped 
form the Arlington Patriot's Day 
Committee. In 1971 !hey placed an 
advertisement in the Arlington Advocate 
inviting folk interested in the colonial era 
to a meeting in the Fox Library in East 
Arlington, and two weeks before the 
Patriot's Day parade, the first meeting of 
the Menotomy Minute Men was held. 
Mark Kahn was duly elected the first 
captain. and with nine other members 
turned out in makeshift ''colonials" to 
march in that parade, with one flag and 
one muskel. 

With bicentennial fever in the air, the 
company quickly grew, and has 

continued to thrive long after the 
bicentennial has passed. The group was 
conceived as, and has remained a family 



organization, comprised of four divisions: 

The Marching Company 
(muskets and colors) 

The Fifes and Drums 
The Women's Auxilliary 
The Menotomy Boys and Girls 

Unlike many other Massachusetts 
companies of minutemen, the 

Menotomy company has established and 
maintained a strong musical orientation, 
and all units of the company have strongly 
supported it. The musket men and colors of 
the Marching Company parade with the 
Fifes and Drums at Deep River, Westbrook, 
and many other musical events along with 
members of the Women's Auxilliary and the 
Menotomy Boys and Girls. And from these 
supporting groups have come many recruits 
for the musical unit. 

The Menotomy Minute Men organize a 
number of events annually, including their 
highly successful Midwinter Madness jam 
session, held the first Sunday in February 
(as reported in the spring '96 issue of the 
Ancient Times}. On Patriot's Day, they 
stage a reenactment of the bloody events at 
the Jason Russell House, and later on lead 
off the big morning parade down Mass 
Avenue in Arlington, with several divisions 
and hundreds of participating marching 
units and floats. 

This year in honor of their 25th 
anniversary, they held a gala dinner at 

the Hanscom Field Officers Club on 13 
April, attended by most of the present 
members, past members, and many 
supporters from the Bedford, Lexington and 
Stowe Militias and the Sudbury Fifes and 
Drums. There were reminiscences 
honoring past captains and, of course, a 
spirited jam session to conclude the evening. 

Carol Mahoney, wife of the ''Olde 
Fyfer," assembled the feature attraction of 
the evening, a montage of photos and 
newspaper clippings covering the lowlights 
and highlights of the 25 years of 
Menotomy. As folks looked over the 
exhibit all you could hear was '"Oh look, 
remember the time we" .. .it was a lot to 
remember. 

The full Company turned out in June for 
Loring Trott's funeral in Bedford (see 

Muffled Drum) and provided a fine send off 
for that stalwart drummer. On a happier 
note was fifer Peggy Frazier's wedding on 
July 14, at the Martha Mary Chapel in 
Sudbury, when the Minute Men marched 
the wedding party and guests from the 
Chapel to the Grist Mill, playing 
"Mairi's Wedding," for the bride and 
"Finnegan's Wake,'" for the groom, and then 
jammed while the wedding photographers 
did their thing. 
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The current captain of the Menotomy 

Minute Men is Paul Hogman, whose 
daughters Cathy and Christine were both 
lifers in the Company. Filling the other 
principal office of music master is the 
"Olde Pyfer" Bill Mahoney, formerly of the 
Mass Bay Colonials and the Lexington 
Minute Men. Bill has a very relaxed 
attitude toward the music, being the only 
person in history known to have fallen 
asleep in the midst of a Deep River jam 
session. However, this is offset by the 
deeply held conviction that there is nothing 
more important than fife and drum. 

Several years ago, the Fifes and Drums 
found an unpublished tune by John 

Benoit, "Kristen's Hornpipe", and made it 
the focal point of their standpiece. John 
was pleased that they liked his tune so 
much and they were pleased that he 
enjoyed their performance. A friendship 
developed, and in honor of the 25th 
anniversary of the Menotomy Minute Men, 
John composed a new standpiece entitled 
simply "Menotomy", and comprised of the 
"Menotomy Slow March, Menotomy Jig , 
Menotomy Hornpipe". and the "Menotomy 
Quickstep". Richard Yannopoulos-Ruquist 
of Sudbury/Menotomy and Patrick Egan of 
Menotomy have provided accompanying 
drum beatings, as well as an interpolated 
drum solo. The world awaits the unveiling, 

scheduled for the latter half of the 1996 
muster season. • 

Carol Mahoney, wife of Menotomy Music 
Master Bill Mahoney, displayed 25 years of 
her photo col/ectio11 of corps' activity at the 
April 13 dinner and jollification. 

Don't Take A Chance ... Travel With Sprance! 

Spran~e 
TRAVEL 

Through our extensive personal contacts as a drum corps person we can 
suggest several opportunilies: 

• Fasnacht '97 - Basel. Switzerland. February 13 Lo February 22. 
Eleventh annual trip. World"s largest drum corps festival ... you should 
experience it at least once. 

• Florida Muster '97 - Melbourne. Florida. March 5 to March 9. A 
welcome break from the winter blahs. Visit the Kennedy Space Center. 

• St . .Patrick's Week '97 - Dublin. Ireland. March 14 lo March 21. Visit all 
the historic sights. March in Dublin's SL. Patrick's Day parade. 

Call or write for free estimates and complete details. 
Walter Sprance. Agent 

Sprance Travel Services 
Better Service al Lower Prices 

Phone (718) 497-6420 • Fax (718) 497-1801 
55-37 Metropolitan Ave., Ridgewood, NY 11385-1202 
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Fusileers Muster First Of Season 
by Vm Czepiel 
MILLBROOK, NY -

omany 
of us 
Ancients, 
time is 
marked 
by events 
rather 

than dates. In the 
Hudson ValJey, one 
event we look forward 
to each year is the 
Fusileers Muster 
because that signals the 
"official" start of the 
drum corps season. 
And, it is always a fine 
Muster. 

This year was no 
exception. On May 18, 

being escorted by 
volunteers from the 
community carrying 
blazing torches that 
create a wonderfully 
festive atmosphere. 
And the townspeople 
tum out in force for 

I 
the parade, cheering 
you every step of the 
way. Any reluctance 
to suit up after 
gorging myself on 
ziti and meatballs 
immediately 
disappears. It's a 
short parade through 
a quaintly elegant 
town - a perfect 
after dinner stroll 
before jollification. 

The Fusileers 
the Fusileers kicked off The Confederate Field Music enjoyed the Fusileers Millbrook Muster and just to add to the Muster is well 
drum corps season in "authenticity" a few fifers usually march barefoot. organized and 
the Hudson Valley and ------------------------------- appreciated by the 
celebrated the corps' fifteenth anniversary. Enactors) Field Music, the Ancient residents of Millbrook who readily show 
Early morning rain and threacening skies Mariners, Marlborough Juniors, Ameri- their support and their hospitality to the 
didn't dampen the spirits of the fifers and Clique, Milford Volunteers, Spirit of '76 Ancients. Go into any of the stores or the 
drummers who turned out. Guest corps FDC, Minute Men of Long Island, restaurants and you will be wannly greeted. 
included the Young Colonials, Adamsville Bethpage Colonia.ls, Moodus DFC, Hudson While picking up ice and a few other 
Ancients, Mount Kisco Fare Department Valley Ancients, Col. John Chester and the Muster essentials, more than one customer 
the Civil War Troopers, Confederate (Re- Village Volunceers. in the store struck up a conversation with 

HistOf½ 
Music, Fun 
A Winning 
Combination 
by Vm Czepiel 
HUDSON VALLEY, NY -

H 
e saunters down the street, doffing 
his top hat to lhe ladies and 
acknowledging prominent citizens 

with a wave of his gold-headed cane. The 
ragged band of Confederate musicians 
following him play with such spirit that you 
momentarily forget how much they've 
suffered in the long and bloody war. They 
lost everything - their homes, their crops ... 

The Fusileers Muscer has another me. asking where I was from and 
distinctive characteristic that makes it 
unique - its itinerary. The parade takes 
place io the evening, after the corps have 
played on stand. At first it's a little 
unsettling - go on stand, jam a little bit, eat 
dinner (a delicious meal of baked ziti, 
meatballs, bread and salad, followed by 
cake for dessert), then get back in uniform 
for the parade. I admit, I have to force 
myself, creature of habit that I am. But the 
parade is a torchLight parade, each corps 

everything but their pride and dignity. 
A scene from the latest Ted Turner 

epic? No, it's Eddie Shook and his 
Confederate Field Music. Formed in 1993, 
they're one of the newer corps in the 
Hudson Valley, but their roots go back 
almost to the period they portray. Ed Shook 
and An Daniels were members of the 
Booth Hose corps, which dates back to the 
rnid-1800s. Members of the 5th Alabama, a 
reenacanent group from Connecticut, 
turned them on to reenacting at Westbrook 

complementing our corps on its 
performance on the Muster field. They 
really made you feel welcome. Even the 
police were helpful, closing off the street in 
front of the firehouse so we wouldn't have 
to go on stand on slick, wet grass. 

If you're looking for a way to kick off 
the Muster Season with style, consider the 
Fusileers Muster next year. h's a great way 
to start the year off right! • 

in 1992. As Ed relates the story, his original 
intention was to participate as an infantry 
soldier, not as a musician. He and An 
decided to book a few parades to offset the 
cost of their new hobby. From there, things 
just took off. Fire departments, finding their 
music easy to stay in step with, began 
calling them for parade jobs. Pan of the 
reason is because on the street, the bass 
drummers keep time with a straight beat 
instead of playing rudimentally. But their 
repertoire also has a lot to do with it. They 



stick with popular tunes of the 1800s 
like "Dix_ie" and 'The Bonnie Blue Flag." 

This "keep it simple" philosophy has 
worked well. The corps has grown, 
attracting beginners and drum corps 
veterans alike. 

"We're not competitive," says Ed. "You 
don't have to be a state champion to play 
with this corps. There's no pressure on 
anyone to be the best fifer or drummer, or 
to become an expert on the Civil War. We 
do this for fun." 

When you see the Confederate Field 
Music on the street, they look like they're 
having fun. Waving their hats and cheering 
other corps with a Rebel yell, they put on a 
spirited perfonnance. Eddie and his wife 
Ruth lead the corps, he in a tattered vest 
and top hat, she in a blue silk ball gown. 
You immediately envision a once-wealthy 
plantation owner and his lady, still 
respected in spite of his shabby appearance, 
still proud. Scan the ranks of fifers and 
drummers authentically c lad in mismatched 
butternut and gray, and you're certain to 
spot a familiar face or two from the Young 
Colonials, the Fusileers, the Troopers or the 
Hudson Valley Ancients. When their 
regular corps isn't playing, they march with 
the Confederate Field Music because it's 
fun. You'll also see some new faces, 
reenactors who got turned on to fife and 
drum. 

Although the corps flies the Stars & 
Bars, Ed insists there is no political 
motivation behind it. They are merely 
portraying a period in OW' nation's history. 
Their intent is to educate. Chat with Art 
Daniels and you'll learn about the Civil War 
from the Southern point of view. Pat Reilly 
is reading up on Mosby's Rangers and can 
tell you some fascinating facts about 19th 
century guerilla warfare. Many of..lhe 
members study a particular character of that 
period to help polish their interpretation. 
Love of fife and drum music and reenacting 
has sparked an interest in American history. 

This combination of history, music and 
fun has proven to be a winning combination 
for the Confederate Field Music. The corps 
continues to grow and thrive. They're in 
great demand for parades throughout the 
Hudson Valley. And they have fun.' • 

Deadline for the 
next issue of the 
Ancient Times 

is 
November 1st. 
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Millbrook Musings 
by George Yeramian 
MILLBROOK, NY -

ince I wasn't supposed to 
be at the Fusileers Muster, 
John Damico, Jr. of Milford 
Vols. ably handled the 
announcing duties with 
support from the 
Adamsville Ancients Jim 

Willey, a member of The Company's 
Executive and Musters Committees. John, 
Jr., also had plenty of assistance from his 
wife, Mary, and new son Anthony, born 
February 21, 1996. 

With the exception of the National 
Muster in I 991, I've been announcing the 
Fusileers Muster since I 989 and would 
have done so this year, except that I was 
supposed to be in California visiting 
granddaughter Summer Lynn. A root canal 
problem (whew) forced a cancellation of 
the coast trip two days prior to the 
Milbrook affair, lhat's how I happened to 
be on hand to get these items. 

Gene Simmons, father of the late Young 
Colonials fife section leader Angela 

Simmons, who passed away in May of last 
year, proudly told me of his younger 
daughter, Michelle, and how she, too, loves 
fifing. Taught by Angela after the DRAM 
in 1994, Michelle made her first stand 
appearance with the Young Colonials at 
this Millbrook Muster. Michelle said she 
really enjoys marching wilh lhe corps and 
the friendships she has made. When asked 
if she knew all of the runes the corps plays 
on stand she replied "no, but I pretended I 
did." ... So do I honey, so do I! 

I was happy to renew acquaintances 
wilh the lively and lovely Felicidad Dukes, 
mother of Marchella (fifer) and Joshua 
(snare) of the Young Colonials. Gus 
Cuccia, Jr. was in the ranks of !he Civil 

War Troopers, but not many people knew it, 
until he, or someone else, told them. He 
looked like a new man, a shadow of his 
former self ... well, not quite a shadow. He 
said he lost 50 pounds 10 pass lhe physical 
so lhat he could qualify for lhe West Point 
Band "Hellcats" bugle and drum corps. 
Then he lost anolher 15 or 20 pounds after 
enlisting and going through basic training 
in South Carolina. 

Shades of the old Moodus Drum Line. 
I've always enjoyed watching and 

listening to !he ringing and rumbling 
Brown drums of Moodus with the open 
style and heavy hitting with big, 130 plus 
gram sticks. Amy Armstrong was one of 
only two snare drummers at Millbrook but 
she sure had lhe look of the old line 
Moodus drummers ... wilh good reasons. 
Active in the corps for 25 years, she has a 
Golet lineage, from lhe drumming Golet's, 
that is. Uncle John lhe bass drummer is 
now deceased and her cousins are snare 
drummers Louis and Lenny. 

Good 'ol Dave McMorris, past director 
of the Fusileers is still with the U.S. Post 
Office. He is also very happy as a part-time 
constable in Unionvale, NY but wouldn't 
mind signing on full time. Had an 
interesting chat with fellow Contributing 
Editor Vin Czepiel who put me on his corps 
mailing list for their very newsy "Troop 
Sheet" newsletter. Every item is very 
interesting due to the excellent writing, 
diverse subject matter and because I know 
most of the people mentioned. 

The computer bug has bitten Vinny in a 
big way. He says thanks to Bob 

Castillo, Nalhan Hale FDC, lhe Civil War 
Troopers now have a home page. If this 
means anything to anyone, good luck: 
WWW.MIND PORT.NET/-bobby CJ 
Troopers. htML (????). • 

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC. 
presents 

Authentic 
Fife and Drum Corps Hats 

For the finest quality headwear 
you can buy. Call or write: 

(201) 371-9100 • 1439 Springfield Ave., Irvington, NJ 07111 
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''Best Weather'' 
For Deep River Muster 
by Bill Pace 

DEEP RNER, CT -
nan absolute reversal to the hot, 
muggy, high-humidi1y days of 
many previous Deep River 
Ancient Musters - it's always the 
third Saturday in July, but it 
usually feels like a day in our 
annual mid-August Connecticut
Valley heat wave - the 1996 
version of the nation's oldest 

gathering of fifers and drummers drew 
"perfect" weather, a near record parade 
audience and some 54 drum corps from the 
south, midwest, oo!theast and even 
Switzerland. 

This year, the Wild Bunch from Basel 
were on hand, along with the Swiss 
Mariners, also from Basel, who teamed 
with lheir brother corps the Ancient 
Mariners, CT, to form the International 
Mariners. Despite their usual protestations 
not to be considered for the "most in line" 
award each year, the Mariners were simply 
not listened to by Kathy Brennan, Muster 
chairman and president of the Deep River 
Drum Corps, who "forced" the plaque on 
the International Mariners for fielding 
probably the largest single contingent ever 
to appear at a DRAM - an even 100 men! 

Friday Tattoo Starts It Off 

T
he traditional Friday night tattoo 
staned the weekend off with early 
evening concerts by a few visiting 
corps followed by a huge 

jollification. This year, the Wild Bunch and 
the Swiss Mariners were among those 
featured. The Swiss Mariners joined with 
their brother corps the Ancient Mariners 
for a lO minute prelude to the two hour 
concert that both units presented a week 
later at Mystic Seaport. 

Among other units that traveled a few 
extra miles were the Colonials of Alton, 
Illinois, a junior corps whose marching was 
especially ootewo!thy. During their musical 
presentation they do some maneuvers, 
unlike most no!theastem based corps. 

As a partial result of the good weather 
"this was the best crowd for the parade I've 

The Swiss Mariner fifers were some of the 100 men in Mariner red and white who fanned the 
International Mariners ,o win the most in line plaque at the 1996 Deep River Ancient Muster. 

seen in five or six years," said Deep River 
first seleconan Dick Smith, who also 
marched. On an almost cool JuJy day, 
spectators were treated to the music of the 
following units: Deep River Seniors, Deep 
River Juniors, Kentish Guards, RI; Stony 
Creek, CT; Totoket, CT; Capt James 
Buxton, MA; St. John's Juniors, CT; 
Camden Continentals, NY; Colonial 
Musketeers, NJ; Marquis of Granby, CT; 
International Mariners; CT Rebels of '76; 
CT Blues; Colonial FDC, IL; Great Lakes 
Ancient FM; Milford Volunteers, CT; CT 
Patriots; Lancraft, CT; Marlborough, 
Juniors, CT; Westbrook, CT; Young 
Colonials, NY; Civil War Troopers, NY; 
3rd NJ FM, Yalesville, CT; Menotomy 
Minutemen, MA; Middlesex County, MA; 
Sailing Masters of 1812, CT; Moodus. CT; 
Jr. Colonials, CT; Chester. CT; Wild Bunch, 
Switzerland; Sudbury. MA; New Jersey 
FM; Wmdsor, CT; 1st Torrington. CT; 18th 
CT; CT Valley FM; Manatuck, CT; Col. 
John Chester, CT; New York Ancients; 

Colonials of Bethpage, NY; Ameri-Clique, 
CT; Monumental City, MA; Sons & 
Daughters, Ex-5th, NJ; Rebel Regiment, 
Higganum-Haddam, CT; 2nd Co. Gov. FG, 
CT; Cromwell Grenadiers, CT; 5th 
AJabama, CT; Colonial Navy of MA; Fifes 
& Drums of Yorktown, NY; Prescott Field 
Music. • 

CULLEN & KINNARE 
I SURANCE, INC. 

135 CHURCH STREET 
P.O. Box 307 

GUILFORD, CT 06437 

WILLIAM M. KINNARE, PRESIDE\T 

SHAWN M. KINl'\ARE, \1C£ PRESIOE.\T 

OFFICE: 203453-4829 
HOl\:fE: 203-421-4636 
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Milford Draws A Crowd 
by George Yeramian 
Mil..FORD, CT -

he Milford Volunteers 
Ancient Fife & Drum Corps 
hosted a Muster al 
Eisenhower Park in Milford 
on Saturday, June 22: u 
memory serves me, this was 
lheir lhird Muster al the same 

location, plus a family camp-out weekend 
in 1995. Add to lhat the Muster held at the 
pavilion behind the downtown Library in 
1991 and lhat makes five events in the last 
five years ... pretty ambitious. 

They learn from experience, too. 
Parade route crowds in lhe past have been 
very sparse. This year the Milford 
Volunteers' got lhe word out through 
posters, lhe local newspapers, public access 
TV and radio. In a stroke of promotional 
genius, lhey made popular drive-time radio 
program host Mike Lapitino. of station 
WPLR, lhe parade marshal. You know he 
was talking about the parade and Muster on 
the air. Result? The largest parade route 
turnout of spectators ever. As parade 
marshal, Mike led lhe dignitary division, 
which included "Hizzoner" lhe Mayor, 
Fred Lisman; State Senator Win Smith and 
Al Delucca and Barbe Genoveese, who 
are aldermen. 

T
his writer announced the parade 
as it passed in front of Town 
Hall. Having been assured of a 
dandy, nearly new, efficient, 

portable p.a. system, I left my megaphone 
home . .. what do they call it, Murphy's 
law? When the baneries in the "new" 
system died, I had to bellow through 
cupped hands as the line of march passed 
in this order: Milford Volunteers. 
Westbrook Drum Corps, Adamsville 
Ancients, Ancient Mariners, CT; Kentish 
Guards, RI; Ameri-Clique, Marlborough 
Juniors and Stony Creek, all from CT and 
an alumni corps from lhe Milford 
Volunteers. 

Pat Cooperman Remembered 

This year's Milford Muster was 
dedicated to the memory of Pat Cooperman 
who passed away last year. Mrs. 
Cooperman and her daughter Patsy 
Cooperman Ellis were on hand to receive a 
commemorative plaque. Pat's image was on 
lhe Muster button, also. As usual. the 

Milford corps was magnanimous in their 
largesse, making presentations of mugs, 
plaques, T-shirts and Muster ribbons. I 
made out like a bandit ... my room looks 
like a Milford souvenir depository. 

F
llowing opening ceremonies and 

the first few corps, I turned over 
lhe announcing duties for lhe 
remainder of lhe Mus1er to John 

D'Amico, Jr. (I was cautioned by bolh 
junior and senior to make the correct 
designation in all announcements. Seems 
neither one wants to be blamed for what 
the olher does). One Milford supporter 
made a hugely efficacious bubble machine 
tha1 kept a continuous blanket of bubbles 
floating over the field all day to draw 
attention to a large plastic jug for donations 
to support Milford's trip to Savannah, GA 
in July to play at the Aquatic Olympics. 
We'll try and have a report on that trip in 
the next issue. • 

The 1996 Milford Muster burtonfeatured 
this picture of the late Pat Coopennan. to 
whom the event was dedicated. Pat was 
founder and president of Coopennan Fife & 
Drum Co., a snare drummer and 
institutional Life Member of The Company. 

0 liver's Taverne Restaurant. 

The Favorite Gathering Place 
for Ancient Friends. 

Sample some of our more than 50 brews 
from around the world. Enjoy Light Bites, Appetizers, 

Sandwiches, Burgers and Full Entrees 
from 11:30am, till 10:3opm. 

Seven days a week. 

124 Westbrook Road ❖ Route 153 + &sex ❖ 767-2633 
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T~ Have Record Tlllllout 
by Vin Czepiel Each corps was sent a 

MONROE, NY-

It may have been the 
beautiful weather, or the 
19th Century village 

setting, or a combination of 
the two that brought a 
record turnout to the Civil 
War Troopers' 3rd annual 
Living History Muster on 
July 27. Held at Museum 
Village in Monroe, NY, this 
year's event featured 14 
corps from New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, doubling 
last year's attendance. 

For some of the corps, 
this was their first visit io 

the Troopers' muster, but 
many said it won't be their 
last. Everyone loved the 
location - an historic 
village, recrea.ting life as it 
was in the 1800s. After 
parading past the blacksmith 
shop, general store, print shop 
and other storefronts typical of that period, 
the corps mustered on the village green. 
Throughout the day there was plenty of 
time to tour the 40 exhibits and 
demonstration buildings housing over a 
quarter-million artifacts, and talk to the 
costumed villagers demonstrating a variety 
of 19th Century crafts. 

Spectators greatly enjoyed the variety 
of styles, both of the music and the 
uniforms, enthusiastically applauding the 
Middlesex County '¼>lunteers, Col. John 
Chester, the New Jersey Colonial Militia, 
Prince Wynn Colonial F&DC, Germantown 
Ancients, Westbrook's Jr. Colonials, the 
Sons & Daughters of the Ex-Fifth 
Regiment, Bethpage, the Young Colonials, 
Ameri-Clique, Capt. James Buxton, the 
Minutemen of Long Island, and Westfield 
Fife & Drum Corps. 

The traditional Circle of Friendship 
was formed shortly before 5:00 p.m. when 
Museum Village closes to the public, giving 
them a glimpse before they departed of a 
jollification that was to last well into the 
night. With the whole village to themselves, 
the drum corps enjoyed a muster meal, then 
resumed the jollification. Those who 
camped were treated to a continental 
breakfast before heading home Sunday 
morning. 

I 

complimentary video of the 
muster as a thank-you for making 
the Civil War Troopers' Living 
History Muster a resounding 
success. Additional copies were 
also sent to The Company 
archives and video library so that 
those who were unable to attend 
could enjoy the fine 

'' performances of that weekend. 
So talk 10 your friends who 

were there, check out the video 
(your corps delegate to The 
Company can tell you how, or 
contact Lee D'Amico, Milford 
'¼>lunteers), then plan to join the 
Troopers and friends next year at 
the Living History Muster! • 

The Civil War Troopers vaunied 
snare line includes veterans of 
the West Point Band. 

"PLANXTY PAULINE" 
Planxty Pauline is a compilation of original, traditional, Celtic and 
maritime fife & drum music with arrangements from members of the 
fife & drum community. This recording is dedicaJed to the late 
Pauline Musco whose love of family and music was our inspiration. 

by 
The Muster Bunch 

Tishka Musco, Musical Director 

Original Compositions and Arrangements: 

Fife Selections by: 
Bill Hart, Jason Malli, Greg Bacon 

Drum Selections by: 
Gus Cuccia, Jr., Roger Hunnewell, Pat Sullivan 

Fife and Drum for the 21st Century 
CD - $15.00 ... Cassette - $10.00 

plus $2.00 shipping per item. 

Bill Hart 
236 Pierremount Ave., New Britain, CT 06053 

(860) 224-4265 



ALoNGTiffi 
by Mark Logsdon 
logsdon@teleweb.net 

Another successful summer season 
has passed. The director of the 1st 
Michigan has finally been able to 

finish a parade. Surgery on both feet Lhis 
past winter had been planned to try to 
ensure that the recovery process would be 
out of the way. Th.is was not the case. It 
took months longer foe the repairs to take 
full effect. 

Marching is still uncomfortable, but 
is now less painful than it has been in 20 
years. It gets better all the time. Boy, what 
a relief that is. 

The Colonial Life Festival, held this 
past June, at Greenfield Village and 
Henry Ford Museum, was a huge success. 
The 1st Michigan had the pleasure of co
hosting the event with Greenfield Village, 
and welcomed Camden Continentals, 
Tittabbawassee and Great Lakes in 
performances over Saturday and Sunday. 
Each corps had a unique program, and all 
were well received by those in 
attendance. 

This program started at Greenfield 
Village in 1978, and had 19 corps in 
attendance. It rained incessantly over the 
two days of the Muster, which caused 
some scheduling problems. But, we 
managed to persevere and f)erfonn. A 
fellow from New York, presented an idea 
in a planning session at the end of the day 
on that first Sunday. His proposal was to 
mass all the corps and to march them out 
of the Village as a massed unit, providing 
the weather held. 

The weather held, 18 years later, that 
tradition continues. Thank you Buzz 
Olsen, of the Village Volunteers for 
corning up with an idea that has provided 
the people visiting Greenfield Village 
with a spectacular parade to end a perfect 
day of fifing and drumming. 

At least two rnidwest corps are 
visiting Colonial Williamsburg this 
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FRONllER 
summer. Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps 
and the Tittabbawassee Valley Fife and 
Drum Corps are making their way to 
Williamsburg, VA for seminars and 
performances. They should return with 
many new ideas to try out. 

Editor's note: The following was 
received as a "Letter to the Editor" 
bw we felt it would be more 

pertinent if presented here. 
"I really enjoy reading the Ancient 

Times, every time it comes. The new 
format is fresh, and seems to be easier to 
read. Keep up the good work. 

I especially liked the article about the 
rnidwest conference written by Beatrice 
Cuthbertson. There was one thing that no 

one mentioned, however. The conference 
was held in Kalamazoo, Michigan, at the 
Loy Norrix High School. Kalamazoo has 
no fife and drum corps (yet), but was 
chosen because it was sort of half way for 
most corps. 

My favorite part of the conference 
was getting to know other people that I 
haven't met before, I hope that we are 
able to go again this winter. The 1st 
Michigan planned the first one. Great 
Lakes is planning the second one. The 
next one should be fun too. 

If any rnidwest fifers and drummers 
want to come, just contact the Great 
Lakes Ancient Field Musick." 

Thank you, 
Lauren Logsdon, 1st Michiganfifer 

William E Gallagher 
Trustee and Counsel to 
The Company of 
Fif ers & Drummers, Inc. 

Gallagher 

&Gallagher 
Calistro 

C O UNSEL LOR S AT LAW 

1377 B OULEVARD 

P.O. Box 1925 
NEW H AVEN, CT 06509 
203 624 4165 
FAX 203 865 5598 

GENER A L TRIAL & APP E LLATE PRACTICE 
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1 The Lexington Academy Patriots Old Guard 
Fife & Drwn Corps of Dallas, Texas is the 
latest member corps of The Company. 
Director Glen A. Lehman is far right, second 
row. 

2 The first female executive officer in the long 
history of the USS Constitwicn (the 
famous"Old Ironsides" wooden-hulled ship 
still commissioned by the U.S. Navy and 
berthed in Boston, MA) is Lieutenant 

Commodore Claire V. Bloom, far r., enjoying 
the on-board concert by members of 
Menetomy and Sudbury. 



3 The WBCL Posse Fife & Drum Corps of 
Mount Vernon, NY was one of the featured 
corps at this year's Tuesday Night Summer 
Concert Series at the M usewn during July 
and August. 
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4 Ty/an McDougal is the official "field 
mouse"for this Civil War-style unit, er 
Valley Field Music. His dad is a snare 
drummer in the corps. 

5 At their July I 4 wedding, fifer Peggy 
Frazier, Menotomy Minule Men, MA, sere
naded her new husband and blushing 
groom, Craig Ballantine. 

6 The youngsters from Col. 
John Chester, CT [111d march
ing is pretty serious business. 

7Members of the Wild Bunch 
fife section from Basel, 
Swiri.erland. broke ow their 
piccolos to play Fasnacht 
marches during their visit this 
summer to Connecticut. 

8 The North Branford Sr. 
Ancients, er still use the orig
inal set of dmms made in the 
early J940's by the late 
"Gus" Moeller. They ruled 
the contest roost some 50 
years ago! 

9 Playing together for 25 years 
in the Swiss Mariners snare 
section are, far l. Fredy 
Prock; four; five and six from 
I. Kun Keller; Hans-Peter 
Hin and Max Richard, during 
their joint concen with the 
Ancient Mariners at Mystic 
Seaport the Friday night fol
lowing this year's Deep River 
Muster. 

NEXT 
RUE ... 
Send your photos and materi
al for tJre Winter issue of the 
Ancient Times to our /voryton 
address by November 1. For 
more information call Bill 
Pace 860-526-3436. 
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by Dave Pear 
COLCHESTER, CT -

n American style fife and drum 
corps whose home is Basel, 
Switzerland, the Wild Bunch 
Fife & Drum Corps enjoyed an 
eight day visit this July to new 
York and Connecticut, where 

they were able to take part in the Deep 
River Ancient Muster and visit and play 
with many Ancient friends. Several 
members of the Wild Bunch said that 
coming to the DRAM is a real drum corps 
"experience" because you hear so many 
different musical styles and see so many 
American corps. 

Arriving in New York City on July 16, 
the group spent two days in the big apple 
before driving to Klar Crest Resort in 
Moodus, where they stayed during the 
Connecticut part of their visit. 

The Wild Bunch is the third American
style unit to be formed in Basel, 

Switzerland and they have visited us here in 
the states a few times previously. The Swiss 
Mariners, who also were on hand for this 
year's DRAM, were the first American-style 
unit formed in Basel in 1970. They were 
followed by the Swiss Regimentals, 
originally known as the Basel Regimentals 
when they were formed by snare drummer 
Otti Wick. who also founded the Wild 
Bunch and earlier played with the Swiss 
Mariners. Otti, now a Jaybird, said that "it 
is always nice to see so many drummers in 
Connecticut and visit the Museum and talk 
to some of the people who like drum corps 
as I do." 

Members of the Wild Bunch have 
special relationships with several people in 

Members of the Wild Bunch drum section playing on stand at the Deep River Ancient 
Muster with corps founder, Otti Wick, on far left. 

the states. Among them is snare drummer 
Walter Sprance, who helps arrange their 
travel through his firm, Sprance Travel 
Services. He plays with lhe Association of 
the Blue & The Gray and the Sons of the 
Whiskey Rebellion. I have always enjoyed 
assisting the Wild Bunch wilh their 
Connecticut visit by helping to arrange 
their stay at Klar Crest I'm a snare 
drummer with the Connecticut Valley Field 
Music and have been to Fasnacht several 
times. Visiting Switzerland, seeing all the 
colorful cliques really is a great drum corps 
experience. But, I digress! 

On Thursday July 18 my corps hosted 
members of the Wild Bunch for a 

party at Klar Crest in Moodus. We enjoyed 
playing together and then each corps 
played separately. One of our snare 
drummers, Peter McDougal. observed that 
it is often difficult for the Swiss to express 
themselves in English and wouldn't it be 
great if more of us learned their language 
as they have studied ours. The members of 
the Wild Bunch were obvious in their 
admiration and love for our music. Could it 
really be that we have something special 
over here? This would not only explain 
their trip itself, but the extensive 
preparation. Their playing of American
style music was exceptional and is just a 
great compliment to all of us. 

Friday, July 19, saw the Wild Bunch 

visit Cooperman's Fife & Drum Co. in the 
Centerbrook section of Essex. They 
enjoyed a personalized tour and seeing how 
the fifes and drums are handcrafted. They 
bought fifes, drums and music. Early Friday 
night they took part in the tattoo for the 
DRAM, along with the Swiss Mariners. 
They played to a large, attentive audience 
and enjoyed the evening. 

Saturday saw one of the best day's for 
the Deep River Muster and parade that 

we have had in years. II seemed to bring 
out almost a record crowd of spectators and 
the Swiss musicians were very pleased, 
since this was the main reason for their 
visit. 

Following their stand perfonnance at 
the DRAM, greeted warmly by the 
audience, the Wild Bunch had dinner at the 
famous Griswold Inn before journeying 
back to Moodus for some welcome rest. 

On Sunday they visited the Museum of 
Fife & Drum in Ivoryton and some 

attended the official meeting of The 
Company which was held in the early 
afternoon. Then they came back to 
Colchester for a final picnic at my house. 
Here we would get a chance to play 
marches from Fasnacht. Too soon it was 
lime for our Swiss friends to leave for the 
airport They only had one regret. Their 
stay was not long enough. We felt the same 
way. • 
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CDlchester Draws Bigger Crowd 
by George Yeramian _ 
COLCHESTER, CT -

T
he town green was jammed 
with the tents and tables of 
arts and crafts exhibitors 
and hundreds of browsers 
and buyers when I arrived at 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 27 for 
the third annual parade and Muster 
hosted by the Connecticut Valley 
Field Music with the support of the 
Colchester Historical S!)Ciety. More 
people had crowded oruo the green 
and surrounding streets by the time 
the Muster parade stepped off 
at noon. 

. -, 

The exceptionally large crowd of 
the general public showed great 
interest and enthusiasm as the 
following corps entered the Muster 

The Cromwell Grenadiers, formed in nearby Cromwel~ CT in 1972, were one of more than a doz.en 
units on hand at the Colchester Muster. 

area: The host CVFM, Marquis of Granby, 
Windsor FDC, 8th CT Regiment. 
Warehouse Point Juniors, East Hampton 
FOC, St John's FDC of Old Saybrook, 
Cromwell Grenadiers, Kentish Guards of 
RL Westbrook Drum Corps and the Chester 
Drum Corps, each of Connecticut In 
addition, playing on stand was the 
"Sturbridge Trio" of snare drummer Jim 
Clark, bass drummer Cap Corduan and Walt 
Sweet, of Sweetheart fife fame, who also 
plays weekend stints at Old Sturl>ridge 
Village in Massachusetts. 

The participating drum corps should be 
pleased and proud that their efforts resulted 
in a generous donation of $1500 to The 
Company by the Colchester Historical 
Society, the third such donation in as many 
years, thanks in large part to the liaison and 
efforts of Colchester resident and CVFM 
snare drummer, Dave Pear. 

During the Muster, CVFM business 
agent Rita Clark handled the announcing 
duties and a lengthy jollification attracted 
more attention than usual due to all the 
visitors. Rob and Sue Davis were especially 
interested. He is drum sergeant of the 
Mystic Highland Pipe Band and 
an individual member of The Company. 
Nice folks. 

Muster notes: The newly formed 
(1995) St John's Junior unit had only one 
snare drummer on hand and she played well 
and was congratulated afterwards. When I 
learned her name was Denise McWhirter it 
dawned on me that I had interviewed her 
family the previous Tuesday at the Museum 
concert. The whole family was there, dad 
and mom, Denise and brother David, who is 
also a drummer, and brothers Timmy and 

John, also with the corps. 
The fine looking 8th CT Regiment , 

continues to tum out with a big corps. 
Becky Cornett of Ameri-Clique was there 
with two beautiful Lab reaiever dogs, 
mother Hanan, 4-year--old, and daughter 

Sophie, two. During the Marquis of Granby 
stand performance, snare drummer Mike 
White and bass Drummer Nick Bowen 
played a neat drum solo which they 
repeated the following Tuesday at the 
Museum concert in Ivoryton. • 

_Jf!,~OOS MODEL Straight bore; plays with traditional 
eas~ ~\1i,~erior tapers gently. Tapered ferrules, 2" long 
(CiViliiYf~--_Period). 

COLfill.lAL MODEL As above, except straight brass 
ferrules jf '"E.9 {Revolutionary Period). 

WALTFI ~, .. e tapers near blowhole. Lows are rich 
(like McDonag f:L~ hs are easy, loud & clear. The best 
of both worlds: notT: promise. 3/4" straight ferrules. 

M-1 2-piece (tuna '"':f ii?mpound blowhole, body has 
tapered bore. Head has:;~ ed profile. A mellow fife for 
the concert player. ~-!Ji,. 

Sweetheart Fifes are • . fifers to play on 
pitch with Ferrary, Model , 
instruments are hand finished, a 
immediate shipment. Sweetheart F~. 
made for 20 years with pride, quality and 

Cloos. All 
vailable for 

Phone (203) 749-4494 or write for a fre 
brochure of all Sweetheart instruments 

Sweetheart Fifes 
32 South Maple St, Enfield, CT 06082 
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Richard Forristall of the Cf Blues and 
Elizabeth Kelsey of the Cromwell 
Grenadiers are 1996 Martin D. A~s 
Scholarship w,nnus. 

Forristall, Kelsey 
WmCollege 
Scholarships 
BRISTOL, CT -

Richard Fonistall of the CT Blues and 
Elizabeth Kelsey of Cromwell 
Grenadiers arc two of the three 

winners of the 1996 Martin D. Andrews 
Memorial Scholarship which provides 
financial support for drum corps youngsters 
who are pursuing a college education. 
Martin D. Andrews. for whom the awards 
arc named, was a champion individual fifer 
who was an honor graduate of Wesleyan 
University in Middletown, CT. 

Richard began bis drumming in the 
Deep River junior organization, was a 
member of the 5th Alabama Field Music 
and is currently a bass drummer in the CT 
Blues. He lives in Deep River and is an 
English major at the University of 
Connecticut, where he is pursuing a minor 
in music theory. 

Elizabeth lives in Cromwell, CT and 
will anend Keene State College trus fall to 
study elementary education. The trurd 
wiMer of the 1996 scholarship is a member 
of the modem combination senior corps, St 
Peter's. 

TONES& 
John Henry 

based on.fifing of J. W. Jones arr.for CVFM by Jim Clark, 1996 
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The scholarships were presented at the 
St Peter's Drum Corps concert at Coe Park 
in Tonington trus past June. The 
comminee is planning a number of fund 
raising activities for the 1997 awards, 
including a benefit tag sale. Further 
information may be obtained by calling 
Peter Andrews (860) 673-2929. 

For more information about the 
scholarship contact the Martin D. Andrews 
Memorial Scholarship, 2069 Perkins 
Street, Bristol. CT 06010. • 

II 
Drwnbeat by Jim Clark 

A A 

M
ost eastern seaboard Ancients 
are familiar with Jim Clark, an 
accomplished percussionist, 
pianist and professional music 

teacher whose confessed "first love" is 
rudimental drumming. To that end in recent 
years Jim organized a Civil War style fife 
and drum corps, the CT Valley Field Music. 
To trus old fife tune Jim has put the 
accompanymg drum beat If you have a 
favorite rune, why not share it. Deadline for 
the next issue of Tones &: Rh}1hm is 
November I . • 
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Hanaford's Host VennontMuster 
by George Yeramian 
WATERBURY, VT -

A
s I sit here on a beautiful 
Sunday mom {Aug. 4) on the 
back deck of the Inn at Blush 
Hill, overlooking the fog
banked valley and the hills 

beyond, it's pleasant to reflect on another 
enjoyable Vennont Muster weekend. 

Quite a few folks trekked in on 
Friday to the local inns and the camping 
area, with more arriving on Saturday 
morning. Carol Wtlley of the Adamsville 
Ancients arrived on Thursday to casually 
take in the local scene. 

The following units were in the line of 
march on Saturday morning at 11 :00 

a.m.: Hanaford's Volunteers, Milford, CT 
Volunteers; Adamsville Ancients, 
Delmar, NY; Ancient Mariners, CT; 
Menotomy Minute Men, MA; Camden 
Continentals, Camden, NY; Sudbury, 
MA; C.A. Palyer, Palmyra, NY; Chester, 
CT; Higganum-Haddam, CT and the 
Black River Ancients of Brattleboro, VT. 

Hanaford's opened the Muster 
proceedings with the national anthem, 
followed by a reading of the prayer of 
The Company by past president of The 
Company and acting chaplain Tawm 
(Tom) Connolly of Nahwud (Norwood), 
MA. Not satisfied with the prayer alone, 
Connolly proceeded to call upon the 
Heavenly Fahlha {Father) to bless us with 
good wethah (weather) and took credit 
the rest of the day when clouds and 
thunder gave us a wide berth. 

Bill Ward. Hanaford's president and 
drum major, then paid tribute to fifer 

and militiaman Edward Finn, (See 
Muffled Drum) who passed away just 
weeks earlier on July 9. Ed's wife Sally, 
an Anciem Ttmes correspondent, was on 
the field in her usual position in the color 
guard. Bill told not only of Ed's contribu
tions to the corps and the community, but 
also of the affection and esteem with 
which he was regarded. 

Once again, it was my pleasure to 
handle the announcing duties for this 
always enjoyable Muster. It's a chance 
for me to give credit to some and give 
the needle to others. The folks seem to 
approve. 

Anticipation rose as after about seven 
corps had taken the stand I turned 

the mike over to the Ancient Mariner's 
Joe Mawn, who made his prearranged 
announcing debut. The highlight of this 
inauspicious debut came when he then 
tried to get up from his chair to tum the 
mike over to the Muster Committee's 
Scotty Greenstreet, also an Ancient 
Mariner. Joe's mug, attached to his belt, 
caught under the arm of the lawn chair, 
pulling him back down. When he got 
up again, he was staggering away, 
dragging the chair. AJI his friends lent 
encouragement as his face turned as red 
as the stripes in his Mariner shirt. Scott 
announced the rest of the Muster and Joe, 
among others, got a chance to rib the 
more experienced announcer who 
proclaimed loudly that "the Black Watch 
would leave the stand," - read Black 
River! 

R llowing the corps presentations and 
before the jollifications, lone fifer 

Erin Kuntz of Hanaford's played a 
musical tribute to Ed Finn, "Lincolnshire 
Poacher" a favorite of Ed's that the corps 
may add to their repertoire in his honor. 
Following jollification and a Muster 
meal, F Troopin' through town took place 
at 7:00 p.m. and then three hours later. 
Vennont Musters are always enjoyable. 
Gerd Sommer said that Hanaford's 

Bass drwnmer Owen Boardman of the host 
Hanaford's Volunteers gives his daughter, 
Leah, a ride in the F-Troop march 
following the Muster in early Aug11st. 

expects to host another Muster next year. 
As always, it's nice to make new 

friends at a Muster. We met Fred Sennott, 
a 1971 charter member of the Menotomy 
Minute Men and Frederick William 
Killingbeck of Stowe, VT, originally 
from Torrington, CT and a big fan of 
Hanaford's. Both were Merchant Marine 
seamen during World War Il and talked 
about ships and perilous sailings with 
each other and interested Usteners. • 

Announang tbe relcaae of tk accond edition of 

+RETROSPECTIVE+ 
A CClLFCTICN CF~ Kil FIFE AND IlIDM 

1,y Scott MitcLdl ed Job Benoit 

Over 40 biatoru:a1. traditional and original tuna arranged ,inglv and in 
medley form for fiiz and drum. 
~ avail& from: 

Coopamu Fife fl Drum c.o. 
HalvFifeC.O. 

"k<amial Sutk', Sbop 

fur IDOff informabon call (617)393-0391 or vi.it our web au at: 
http:#w-wwtiac.n~aera/smitchel/2-etrospective 
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• 01ces 
1ews 
Letters, Too! 

Voices & Views is a forum for your 
comments, suggestions and criticisims of 
all things Ancient. We will continue to 
include your letters when appropriate. 
Please send material to our lvoryton 
address. 

Llnesome in San Diego ... I played fife 
ith the 1st Michigan Colonial Fife & 
rum Corps for many years and am 

now a graduate member of that corps. A 
recent job transfer brought me to San 
Diego. I am hoping that The Company may 
be able to help me locate other lone fifers 
and drummers in this area who would like 
to get together and jam occasionally. I 
can't possibly be the only one out here. In 
the hope of hearing from some fellow 
enthusiasts, here is my complete address: 
Paula Trzaskoma-Cooper, 5365 Toscana 
Way #414, San Diego, California 92122. 
Telephone (619) 677-9478. 

Thank You Very Much, Paula. 

Passing On The Tradilwn ... As I set 
out this year on my annual pilgrimage 
from the City of Brotherly love to the 

Deep River Ancient Muster, it was with a 
mixture of dread and anticipation. For 
most of my life, the muster bas been the 
high point of my year. I even flew in from 
San Antonio once to appear with Lancraft 
wearing Air Force blues. But the muster 
had changed in many ways: no longer was 
there a Friday Night Muster at the Deep 
River Inn, where I could meet other road 
weary travellers and have a jam session; no 
longer did Jaybirds convene at Swede's 
Hall for music and godawful hot clam 
chowder. The number of corps attending 
had grown smaller over the years. And 
ever since one very ugly muster, years ago, 
when the police presence had injected an 
air of tension throughout the entire affair, I 
saw one tradition after another simply 
evaporate away. I hoped things would be 
better this year for one special reason. This 
was my son's first muster as a fifer! 
Hallelujah! The baton had been passed! 

The weather was terrific. The police 
maintained a low ... even laid back ... profile. 
We did not have flat bed trailers and 
motorcycles all over town. Better yet, Ned 
and I paraded ~ for the first time 

with Lancraft, my corps for over 40 years . 
I am so happy as I write this, my eyes are 
becoming very moist I am proud to own 
up to it. 

Many drum beats have been sounded 
since my first muster. I don't remember 
where it was, but I guess I was about 9 
years of age at the time, playing with the 
old St. John's corps from New Haven. 
After the parade and the stand pieces were 
over, I wandered out onto the muster field, 
only to discover that I didn't know that 
many songs. It wasn't very long before an 
old timer (someone over 30) approached 
me and asked, "What do )'.Q.11. want to 
play?" I responded, "Willie Weaver." He 
then bravely strode to the middle of the 
field and ordered everyone to stop playing. 
In a stem voice, he commanded, "Willie 
Weaver." Absolute silence ... then 4 drum 
taps followed, and we played the tune. As 
I fingered my fife, pride sweJJed up in my 
chest ... I had not only been accepted, but 
welcomed by all! 

Later, the same old ti.mer told me, "if 
you don't know a song, II)' 10 play it 
anyway. Each time you do, you will learn 
more. If you play a wrong note, nobody 
will notice, because we are all here to 
learn." Good advice. Since that day, I 
have learned about a zillion songs, some of 
which I still play wrong, but nobody cares, 
least of all me. I picked up most of the 
tunes jamming on countless muster fields 
over many, many years. 

I know a lot of people who talk about 
the "Ancient Spirit'' all the time but who 
would be hard pressed to define it if they 
had to. I was very fortunate to learn the 
definition from that old ti.mer at my very 
first muster. The "Ancient Spirit'' consists 
of passing the historic music of America 
on down to future generations. Over the 
years, I have taught fifers in Connecticut, 
Maryland, Vtrginia, Delaware and 
Pennsylvan.ia. I have also helped many 
others get started by telephone in virtually 
each and every one of the United States. I 
have required the same pledge from every 
last one of them: "I wilJ train another fifer 
during my lifetime." 

I noticed this year that there weren't 
many young kids on the muster field. A lot 
of them left early. Maybe they were bored. 
Maybe we didn't make them feel welcome. 
Maybe we should set up an "Adopt a Kid" 
program at musters, or have a kid's jam 
session elsewhere on the field for the little 
guys. Maybe a workshop to teach a new 
rune. If we don't do something soon, how 
will we ever be able to "Pass the Baton" 
when the muster field is silent but for the 
memories? Ed Boyle, Lancraft F & D 
Cownial Philadelphia Fife & Drum Companie 

Musters Don't Just HappetL .. A fifer 
with the Kentish Guards FDC and a 
practicing attorney in Deep River, 

Bill Bouregy sent this along, recently. 
I have just gotten home after my 

eleventh consecutive Deep River Ancient 
Muster - worn and weary, as usual, but 
also with that sublime feeling of 
satisfaction that always follows the third 
weekend of July. While that feeling is still 
upon me, I wanted to put some of it into 
words to share with the rest of the Ancient 
Times' readers. 

What a great DRAM was this one of 
'96! Massive accolades must be aimed 
squarely at the Deep River Drum Corps for 
the marvelous job done putting on the 
Muster. With the enlisted aid of a huge cast 
of volunteers from other Corps and the 
citizenry of Deep River, DRDC executed 
this enormous, complex undertaking with 
seemingly effortless verve, panache and 
aplomb. 

For the first nine years that I attended 
the Muster, I was oblivious to the amount 
of planning and doing that made it possible. 
All I knew is that I showed up on Friday 
morning, waited for the camping to open, 
and started having a good ti.me that lasted 
for three days. I always just assumed that 
there was some huge organization, with all 
kinds of committees and subcommittees, 
running the show. Then, after moving to 
Deep River in 1993, 1 started getting 
involved, helping out on Thursday and 
Friday with the setting up, and on Sunday 
with the breaking down. What a surprise to 
find out that I 00% of the planning and 
arranging, and the vast majority of the 
donkey-work, is done by a couple of 
handful of people known as the Deep River 
Drum Corps. 

In case there are other people in The 
Company as unaware as I used to be, I 
thought I would take this opportunity to 
help dispel any false ilJusions. The DRAM 
is the biggest event of its kind in the world, 
and it goes on every year. It matches or 
exceeds the scale of the National Muster, 
which is passed around from place to place 
and does not fall in the same peoples' laps 
every year. 

Anyone who ever ran a Muster would 
probably agree that the logistics, behind
the-scenes preparation, and hassles increase 
exponentially with the size of the event. 
The DRAM doesn't just happen because 
sixty or eighty fife and drum corps and 
thousands of spectators show up at Devitt 
Field on the third weekend of July. It 
happens because the DRDC starts the ball 
rolling a few months ahead of time, 
working up 10 a feverish pitch by Muster 
Eve. The culmination of effort and output 



occurs on Muster Day - coordination, 
checking and rechecking, last minute 
decisions and adjustments, crisis control, 
keeping the program going, feeding about a 
thousand people, etc.,etc.,etc. Even then, 
it's not over yet After everyone else has 
packed up and gone home, or lo The 
Company Museum on Sunday, everything 
that it took to make the Muster go has to be 
taken down, taken apart and put back where 
it belongs. The bookkeeping and follow-up 
work continues for a few weeks. 

So - when you read this letter in the 
Ancient Times in a few months about the 
ti.me you finally soaked the last of the 
famous Deep River Dirt out from under 
your toenails - as the '96 Muster season 
rolls to an end on the grounds of 
Longfellow's Wayside Inn - and you are 
so mustered-out that you almost welcome 
Old Man Winter who will force you to do 
all your fifing and drumming indoors for 
the next six months (except, of course, the 
Saybrook Torchlight Parade) - remember 
that we can't take the DRAM, or any fife 
and drum event, for granted. It's usually 
the hard work of the people (who are too 
often too few and too uncredited) with 
enough dedication and commianent that 
makes it possible for the rest of us to keep 
enjoying this insane pastime that we've 
grown to love so much. 

I was happy to see that there was a 
particularly good spirit of cooperation and 
courtesy among the DRAM participants 
this year - especially the campers. Part of 
what my volunteering to help the DRDC 
with the Muster bought me was gate duty at 
the camping entrance for about eight hours 
on Friday, and "watchman" status in the 
tenting area of the campground all 
weekend. When I had to get cars moved 
out of the camping area and over lo the 
"Pit" on Friday evening, virtually every 
vehicle owner was agreeable. On Sunday, 
after all the campers left, the back field was 
almost spotless! It speaks well of the 
whole fife and drum community when 
everyone -hosts, volunteers and participants 
- contributes to a successful Muster. • 

JIM CLARK 
MA Musicology 

Individual and corps 
instruction - rudimental 
drumming 
Full corps arrangements 
and contest solos 

20 years teaching experience Including 
Individuals and corps In the Ancient dass. 

Write or call for more lnfomiation: 

(860) 346-3232 
12 Falcon Ter., Middletown, CT 06457 
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ON THE BASS LINE 
by Stuart Stack 

L 
ess Is More ... I remember 
reading a book about Judo when 
I was in high school. There was a 
chapter entitled "Canting and 
TIiting". It pointed out that the 

most important part about a throw was not 
the throw itself, but the setup to the throw. 
If you wanted to throw someone to your 
left, you set up the throw by canting, or 
tilting, them to the right which caused them 
to react by leaning to your left, and if you 
could catch that instant, you could easily 
throw them in that direction. 

In bass drumming, there is a parallel; 
the use of expression. I took part in the F
Troop following tlle DRAM, and was 
surprised to hear that a good amount of 
bass drummers played at maximum 
volume, without any use of expression. 
Now I know that F-Troop isn't the place for 
subtlety, but even Connecticut 1/2 Tune 
was played without any shading, even on 

the single paradiddles. 
The use of expression, that is, the 

playing of rudimenlS as they were written, 
with accents and shading, makes you a 
better drummer. The music is not written to 
be played at a constant volume. The use of 
shading, or softly played beats, sets up the 
accented beats to sound fuller and more 
powerful. A good example would be the 
drumming for "Devil's Flute", with the 
alternating soft and loud parts. The soft 
makes the loud more noticeable than if 
played that way for the whole piece. 
Another example would be the sound of 
just about any 6/8 piece, which sounds right 
only when properly accented. 

Practice playing your current songs at 
half the normal volume; then again at the 
softest you can without missing any 
rudiments. Practice your rudiments; 
concentrate on playing them correctly, with 
well accented beats as they were intended. 
You will be noticed more that way, than if 
you play everything as loud as you can. • 

Sal Chiaramonte, Sailing Masters of 1812 
nuw associated with 

A-tCARR 
.... TRAVEL ----

Bermuda Mini-Muster 1997 
We have booked space aboard 
C.Clebrity Cruises M/V Zenith 

Sailing from New York to Bermuda 
Saturday, April 26, 1997. 

Join us for this exciting trip. 

Call or write for our Bermuda package. 

Call Sal to arrange a Bermuda presentation for your corps. 

1018 Main Street 
Branford, er 06405 

(860) 481-2318 

CARR TRAVEL 

Toll Free 1-800-626-8785 

228 East Main Street 
Clinton, er 06413 

(860) 669-6511 
Fax 860-669-1015 
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DRUM 
Albert J. Wolyniec 

75 
Drummer 

Minutemen of Long Island 
New York 

March, 1996 

Loring Trott 

72 
Snare & Bass Drummer 
Menotomy Minutemen 

Massachusetts 

June, 1996 

Patrick O'Sullivan 
64 

Drum Major 

Sons of The Whiskey Rebellion 
Connecticut 

June, 1996 

Edward Finn 

68 
Fifer/Militiaman 

Hanaford's Volunteers FDC 
Vermont 

July, 1996 

'Etfwartf J'i:nn 
Ed Finn became a fife and drum convert 
in 1984 when he was already 58, but for 
the next 12 years, unli I his passing on 
July 9, he exemplified the best traditions 
of the Ancients. An accomplished fifer, 
first with the Green Mountain Regt. and 
for the last several years with Hanaford's 
Volunteers. he also spread the word about 
the history to be learned, the values to 
pass on, and the fun to be had while 
preserving and perfonning Ancient music. 
He co-authored an article for Central 
Vennont magazine in which he said: "I go 
to a town where I've never been before to 
walk down the main street in funny 
looking clothes, puffing on a piece of 
wood, playing music that in some cases is 
more than 200 years old, and I love it!" 

That enthusiasm made Ed a valued 
member of Hanaford's. He helped with 
recruiting in area schools and often acted 
as emcee for stand perfonnances. He was 
vice president of the corps in 1990 and 
Muster Master for I 991, Vermont's 
bicentennial year. He was also 
instrumental in bringing the National 
Muster to Vermont in 1994, since he was 
so effective as a liaison with state and 
local officials, having served Waterbury, 
Vennont as town clerk, selectman and 
library trustee. 

He is remembered for his excellent 
service as town clerk, a post he held for 
19 years, retiring in 1994. At the lime of 
his passing, he was a selectman. 
Previously he had been in business and 
education and was a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Navy, with 2 years of service, including 
active duty during the Korean conflict. 

In recent years, fifing had become his 
life away from work and he frequently 
"doubled" in Hanaford's militia. 

Westbrook Musters found him parading 
with his "Brown Bess girlfriend" before 
going on stand among the fifers. He did a 
lot of fife playing at home, too, as his son 
Charles recently remembered: "When I 
was 17 I couldn't lounge long in bed. 
Every morning my father would come to 
the top of the st.airs, stand directly outside 
my bedroom door, and play his fife until I 
appeared. Such behavior on his part, 
criminal as it may be, remains with me as 
a joyous memory. My father, Edward 
Finn, age 68, passed away July 9, 1996. I 
shall not pick up his fife, nor will I march 
down main streets in strange towns, but 
God help me that I follow in his footsteps 
in all other ways. He was a great man, 
even at 6: 15 on winter mornings, sneaking 
up I.he stairs, fife in hand." 

Ed is survived by his wife Sally, color 
bearer in Hanaford's Volunteers and an 
Ancient Times corresponden4 five adult 
children, a daughter-in-law, a son-in-law, 
four grandchildren, a brother and 
collateral relatives. He is grievously 
missed by everyone associated wilh 
Hanford's Volunteers, whose members 
played informally at a gathering of family, 
friends and townspeople in Ed Finn's 
honor on July 12. 

I 
Com 

by Sally Finn 

.!iU6ert J. Wo{yniec 
The picture tells it all. Al, as a member of 
the Minute Men Drum Corps of Long 
Island, was a supporter of The Company, 
along with this son, since its inception. 

Al had three great passions. drumming. 
fishing and hunting which he pursued all 



his life. He began his Lntining as a 
snare drummer with the Glen Ridge Drum 
Corps in Glendale, New York and joined 
the Minute Men in April, 1942. As a very 
active member, he attended 9 10 monthly 
meetings and 1586 corps functions. 

He suffered a stroke ten years ago. but 
was relentless in following his favorite 
pastimes and succeeded. Il was only 
during the last two years that he lost some 
of his drumming and marching skills. He 
still participated in Musters where he 
could function with limited effon. He 
never gave up. 

Al is survived by his wife, Marion. 
two married children, two grandchildren 
and scores of friends. He has joined the 
other twenty-one deceased corps members 
and is probably drumming up a storm 
with them. 

We miss his wonderful sense of humor 
and friendliness which he extended to 
everyone. 

Loring Trott 

Our friend, Loring Trott died in June at 
the youthful age of 72 years. Loring was 
a sweet, genlle man but he had been a 
tank gunner in the army in Europe in 
World War II. He sometimes spoke of that 
experience, particularly of singing "Silent 
Night" with his friends on a Christmas 
Eve and hearing it echo back in German. 
He played bass drum with the Linn 
Village Drum Band of Wakefield. MA 
until that corps became inactive and 
played snare with the Mass Bay Colonials 
in the early 1970's. In the last few years, 
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Loring played snare with my corps, the 
Menotomy Minute Men. He marched with 
us on Memorial Day and was admitted to 
the hospital a week later for tests. He 
leaves two daughters, a fiance and many 
friends. some of whom sent him off on 
June 17, forming an honor guard and 
playing "The Downfall of Paris" when he 
left for his final trip to Maine. His 
daughter, Sharon, once said to me, "my 
father has no sense of humor, whatsoever. 
and you people make him laugh." We still 
hear you laughing, Loring. 

by Bill Mahoney 

Patricl O:Sum.van 
There never was a more dedicated or 
dependable drum corps man than Paddy 
O'. With the preponderance of his corps 
activities in Connecticut. he never missed 
a turnout ... not while a New Yorker in 
the Bronx, Queens or Brooklyn, nor while 
a resident of nearby Kearny, NJ. 

From the inception of Connecticut's 
Sons Of The Whiskey Rebellion, he had 
been wielding the stick. Prior to that he 
majored for the Ancient Mariners ... 
often sharing the forward position with 
the fabled "'Babe" Kelly. Paddy's days in 
Mariner rig dated to the 1960's, when he 
traveled up from New York with the late 
Jerry Sutherland in order to help stock a 
fledgling Mariner "boarding pany." 

His first appearance on the drum corps 
scene was as a chauffeur. That's right, he 
drove the convenible in which John 
McDonagh and his Veteran Fife Club 
"did" the Deep River Ancient Muster 
parade back in the l 950's. 

I thought that I had first met Paddy at 
a New York establishment known as 
Ireland's 32. IL was following a St. 
Patrick's Day parade and as I introduced 
myself I added "I live in Connecticut" 
Said he. "I know. I spent a weekend at 
your house." And well he might, for we 
used to have so many Muster guestS 
during the early days of the DRAM that 
we were lucky to know half of them. 

Paddy's first love was the bagpipe. 
Pipe major of the Cork Band and pipe 
sergeant with the New York Gallic. he 
played with the championship group. 
County Tyrone of New York. and. in fact, 
was a founder of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Pipe Band during the Korean conflict. His 
tour with the Marine Corps generated all 
those stories of himself piping his way 
through the Mediterranean. Paddy's pipe 
band cohons, continuously questioning his 

enthusiasm for fife and drum corps 
usually prompted the retort, "you gotta' 
get to know those guys." 

Paddy's memory was honored at this 
year's Deep River Ancient Muster and the 
following day by massed pipe bands 
trooping the line in his honor and playing 
the Marine Corps Hymn at Rockland 
County's Irish Feis. Irene O'Sullivan took 
the salute at the Feis and their daughter. 
Patricia. presented the Paddy O'Sullivan 
Memorial Trophy to the prize winning 
Columcile Pipe Band, coming. 
coincidentally, from Kearny, NJ, their 
home town. 

Paddy was laid to rest in his home 
community to the skirl of his personal 
piper, Fran Raftery, who was joined by a 
delegation of fifers and drummers from 
New York. New Jersey and Connecticut. 

So as to nurture the relationship forged 
so long ago, Irene O'Sullivan has become 
a Life Member of our organization. 
Bequests on behalf of Paddy O'Sullivan 
may be made in his name to The 
Company of Fifers & Dnmuners. 

by Ed Olsen 

When your mailing 
address changes ... 

Please notify us promptly. 
The Post Office 

does not advise llS. 

Write: AncientTimes 
P.O. Box 525 

Ivoryton, CT 06442-0525 
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ROIL 
OFF 

AMONG SUMMER VISITORS to the 
Museum of Fife & Drum in early July 
were Bill Wilson and his family of 
Whitewater, Wisconsin. He is drum 
sergeant of the JamSlli.lh FDC of 
Wisconsin. He said that the corps hopes 
to come east for "one of the big Musters" 
in the not too distant future. 

TO COMMEMORATE FLAG DAY on 
June 14 the Monumental CiJy FDC 
played at historic Fort McHenry National 
Shrine in Baltimore, presenting a musical 
program that spanned tunes of the 
American Revolution and the War of 
1812. The corps played beneath a flowing 
30' x 42' replica of the original 15 star 
American flag that inspired Francis Scott 
Key to pen the National Anthem. The 
celebration was presented by the Star 
Spangled Banner Association and the 
National Flag Day Foundation, drawing a 
crowd estimated at over 6,000 persons. 
"We were honored to be selected by the 
National Flag Day Foundation to 
panicipate in this year's Flag Day 
celebration," said Gus Malstrom, director 
of Monumental CiJy FDC. Toe corps 
perfonnance lasted about 30 minutes, 
according to Ancient Times contributor 
Charles J. Terzi, Jr., who filed this story. 

AN HONORS ELECTIVE for students 
at Lexington Academy in Dallas, Texas is 
the Patriots Old Guard Fife & Drum 
Corps which is the newest member unit 
of The Company. Organized several years 
ago, the group is open to teenagers from 
13 to 18 years of age and patterns its 
standards of performance after that of the 

U.S. Army 3rd Infantry Batallion's Old 
Guard FDC of Fort Myer, Virginia, which 
most Ancients are familiar with. The 
Lexington Academy unit wears a uniform 
similar to the Army's Old Guard (see On 
Camera in this issue.) To learn more 
about the corps contact Glen A. Lehman, 
director, Lexington Academy, P.O. Box 
819048, Dallas, Texas 75381-9048. Call 
(214) 620-0073. 

A COLLECTION of old drum corps 
photos from the Washington, DC and 
Baltimore areas have recently been 
donated to the Musem of Fife & Drum by 
snare drummer John Bosworth of the 
Maryland FDC. Other new acquisitions 
reported by Curator Ed Olsen include old 
recordings of bands and drum corps 
received from Linda Bishop, daughter of 
the late C. W. Kuk FDBC bugler Bill 
Huber. • 

The~I 
heardla5t 
summer ... 
Colonial, Style 
by Ed Boyle 

During the summer months, I work as an 
historian, colonial musician and also 
portray General George Washington at 
Independence Hall National Park and 
other historical sites in the Philadelphia 
area. Here are a few of the things I heard 
last summer: 

• Outside Carpenters Hall, where the First 
Continental Congress met: "We don't 
want to go in there, Honey, it's just some 
kind of workshop." 

• To me, as General Washington: "Are 
you alive?" 

• Elfreth's Allen is the oldest 
continuously occupied street in America: 
"Where is Elvis's Alley? Y'know, where 

Elvis lived." 

• At Ft. Mifflin, site of a severe British 
naval bombardment in 1777, and located 
in what is presently the glide path to 
Philadelphia International Airport: 
"Considering all the noise from the 
planes, I can't understand why they built 
the fort here." 

• Thomas Jefferson, George Washington 
and Benjamin Franklin were standing in 
the square behind Independence Hall 
when a teenager said, "Look Mom! 
Pirates!" 

• After a detailed presentation on the 
Revolutionary War by a park ranger: 
"Who won?" 

• A Constant question: "What time do 
they ring the Liberty Bell?" 

• At Franklin Court, the site of Franklin's 
residence: "Why couldn't they put it 
closer to the Liberty Bell?" Same thing at 
Betsy Ross' house and Edgar Allen Poe's. 

• A young urchin, after noticing General 
Washington's sword: "I'll bet I can stab 
you before you can stab me." I didn't wait 
10 find out. 

• To a soldier beating a drum in 
sweltering July, wearing Continental 
dress, wool coat, breeches, vest and 
cocked hat "Aren't you hot?" 

• At the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of 
the American Revolution: "Is he really 
dead?" and "What did he die or?" The 
site of the tomb, Washington Square, was 
a potter's field where thousands are 
buried, mostly American patriots who 
were British prisoners of war. 

• To General Washington: "You look just 
like whoever you just said you were; who 
was that again? 

• The strangest sound of all: The whir ant" 
click of cameras during what we refer to 
as "drive by shootings." It's not as bad as 
it sounds. A van pulls up. The sliding 
door opens and there sit Mom, Dad, 
Grandma, Uncle Charlie, and aJI the kids, 
focusing, snapping and videoing away. 
The door closes and they get on their 
way. They never get out. They just drive 
around the park taking pictures. If they 
can't drive to it they don't see it. • 
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NOW 
That We Have 
Your Attention 

In advertising they call it 
"white ~ce", a large, open 
area wim no words or unages 
and it is designed to attract 
maximum attention ... we've 
used it in this issue in the 
hq,e that you will rut out~ 
this entire page, since on the 
back of this aa is the applica
tion for membership m our 
organization ... and it is vitally 
important that we build our 
mem~ through increas
ing the circulation of this 
pub~catio°:. Please help by 
passmg this on to a drum 

corps friend! 

Thankvou ... 



r: -COrps 
Members or More 

I 
You pa} by one check, 
once a year: 
Ddhtrv of each li51.le of 
the .Ancient Tmes to one 
address, S10 per person. 

I 
Delivery of each ISrue of 
the Ancient T'mes to 
indhidual ad~s, 
S12 per person. 
To find out your corps can 

I take ad,-antage of thoc 
discounts contact 
Membe~hip Chainnan 
Joe Culhane, 
2915 Barkley Ave., 

I ~77~1 ~'Y l 0465 ~ 2~:... 

wc\egota 
real money saving, 
discotmted deal for es the rr<mbCJ, of your 

corps who can rcc.eive the Ancient 
TlllltS and be indr.1dual members of 
1be Co111p1myfor up to onc-durd less 
than our published cost ofSlS.00 
each. Herc's how it works-------, 

New Membership Application 

Caty Stm Zip Td ( I 
Check where approprlale below: Please make check or I 
O Individual, U.S onh S15 money order payable to: 
O Family, u .s. onl} S25 The Company of 
0 Canada, Individual, only S20 Fifers & 
0 International. lndnidual, onl} S25 Drummers, Inc. I 
0 Life Membership-I would like to learn and mail to: 

about flexible pa\'ment schedules for a P.O. Box 525, 
Sl ,000 donation. Ivoryton, 

0 Corps Discounts-I would like to learn CT 06442-0525. 
more about big smn_gs for 10 or more / I .:.d•~=I••= - - -----... 



TheTattler 
by George Yeramian 
WINDSOR, CT -

k the monster F-Troop crossed the 
Muster field at Deep River lb.is year 

y eye caught a bass drum with the 
markings "Fort Sutter Fifes & Drums, 
Sacramento, California." Intrigued, I 
searched in vain for its bewiskered bearer. 
Lo and behold, the very next Saturday. on 
July 27 at the CT Valley FM - Colchester 
Historical Society Muster, there was that 
drum again. This time I kept drum and 
drummer in sight until the jollification 
dwindled ... then I learned the beater was 
Don Hattin. He played with the Newington, 
CT Sr. FDC and with Warehouse Point, CT 
FDC in the 40's. He was drafted in 1953 
and following service wandered lifes trails. 
In 1976 he played with "The Fifes & Drums 
of Old Calaveras" of Angels Camp, CA ... 
great names, eh what? 

Don and friend Oakley Whalen (another 
great name) started the Fort Suner FDC of 
Sacramento in 1980. It lasted until 1990. 
Now, Don and ex-Kentish Guard snare 

f,olonlal Baloney 

~·· . 
JV J J.&MI, TW.TIOID~ 

&Ir 10 ~IDHdflmlla,!!! 

Does it ever really change ... this 
original cartoon by Sudbury's Les 
Longworth appeared in the Wimer 
1976 issue of the Ancient Times. 

AncirnrTtmes 

drummer John O'Neill are trying to reform 
the corps. I know he'll see this "best 
wishes" since he's an individual member of 
The Company and reads the Ancienr Times. 
Don also said that he knows Life Member 
Jack Doyle of San Francisco and has 
played at various events with him. A real 
trooper, Jack keeps the spirit alive out 
there. 

Connecticut's original Old State House 
was recently renovated and rededicated 
with a big parade with representation from 
all of the state's 169 towns. I personally 
saw the following drum corps in the big 
parade: Chester, Col. John Chester, 
Cromwell Grenadiers, CT Valley FM, 
Deep River, Jrs.'s, East Hampton, 
Higganum-Haddam Ancients, Gen. Israel 
Putnam. Marlborough Juniors, Sailing 
Masters of 1812, Stony Creek. Westbrook 
Drum Corps, Windsor FDC, Yatesville 
Senior FDC. I know there were more, but I 
missed 'em. Great parade on May 11. 

In June I had occasion to phone Marty 
Groody, semi-retired Ancient Mariner fifer, 
now living in Gettysburg, PA. He told me 
of participating in the Wilderness 
Reenactment in Orangt:, Vuginia along 
with 8,500 others on May 17. 18 and 19. 
As he sat alone under a tree on Saturday 

playing his fife, someone came along and 
took his picture. The next day his picture 
was in the metro section of the famous 
Washington Post. He said "I can't hide." He 
also said that the 5th Alabama FM of Deep 
River, CT participated in the reenacttnent 
as an Ohio (Union) outfit ... !hat's what he 
said! 

Since I missed a visit wilh the 
Connolly's of Norwood, MA on July 4, 
Tom and I talked on the phone. Two hours 
and a dozen stories later (no repeats) we 
said "bye." Anyone who has ever been on 
the receiving end of a Tom C phone call 
understands. He reminisced about his 
younger days when there were eight Tom 
Connollys in Nahwood (Norwood) and he 
was the only one who didn't have his own 
phone (Tom stayed with the folks until they 
ran him off.) This led to some misdirected 
phone calls and sometimes to domestic 
misunderstandings. The upshot is that on 
this fourth of July morning, Tom took 
Augie, the family dog, for a walk and 
ended up in the cemetery at the end of the 
street, where he ran into one of the other 
Tom Connolly's (this after many years) and 
the first lhing the guy says to him is "Jeez 
Tawm (Tom), I hope you got your own 
phone now!" • 

HEALY FIFE 
COMPANY 

Skip Healy 
Fife & Flute Maker 

Featuring hand-crafted instruments 
of the finest quality. 

Also specializing in repairs and 
restoration of wooden fifes & flutes. 

Phone/Fax (401) 885-2502 

5 Division St. , P.O. Box 4 East Greenwich, RI 02818 



CALENDAR 
OCT1996-
JAN1997 
October 5 IVORYTON, CT 

Jaybird Day. At the Museum of Fife & 
Drum, 62 N. Main St., Ivoryton, CT. 
Contact (860) 767-2237. 

October 11-12 YORKTOWN, VA 
7th Annual Muster. Sponsored by The 
Fifes & Drums of Yorktown. Fri. Tattoo. 
Jollification by bonfire. Sat. parade 
10:30 a.m. Muster, tattoo, and 
jollification follows. Camping available. 
Open to first 25 corps. Contact Joan 
Flinn (840) 850-2690 or write: 7 Tripp 
Terrace, Hampton, VA 23666. 

November 16 IVORYTON, CT 
Business Meeting. The Company of 
Fifers & Drummers, at the Museum/ 
Headquarters. 62 North Main St., 
Ivoryton. CT (860) 767-2237. Meeting 
start: l :00 p.m., Jollification follows. 

November 30, BRONX, NY 
Annual open jollification and playing 
reunion hosted by the New York 
Ancients FDC. All are invited. A special 
welcome to all retired corps persons and 
Jaybirds. I :00 p.m. start. Contact Karen 
Khejl (718) 545-7315. 

December 14, OLD SAYBROOK, CT 
Annual Torchlight Parade, Muster and 
Carol Sing. Sponsored by Old Saybrook 
FDC. Parade promptly at 6:00 p.m. All 
Ancient corps are invited. Contact BilJ 
Reid (860) 399-9460 or 399-6571. 

January 25, WESTBROOK, CT 
Annual Jam Session/ Fund Raiser for 
Martin D. Andrews Memorial 
Scholarship. Westbrook VFW Post, 
4:00 p.m. - midnight. Refreshments 
available. Raffle. Adults donation $5.00. 
Juniors $3.00. Contact Mickey Andrews 
(860) 585-8456 or Peter Andrews (860) 
673-2929. 

CALENDAR LISTINGS ... 
To list your 1997 events we need complete 
information by our issue deadline of 
November 1, 1996. If you have questions 
about what to include, contact Calendar 
Editor Scott Greenstreet at (508) 520-7641. 
When sending information please refer to 
previous Calendar listings for style and 
content. Mail to: Calendar of Events, 
Ancient 1imes, P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, 
CT 06442--0525. 

171eGompa11yof 
I ONcnptlon 

'ifers & Vrommers MAIL ORDER FORM 
Qty. Price 

Shipping& 
Total Handing I Company Music Book Volume #1 $12.00 $2.00 $ 

Company Mus,c Book Volume # 1 Cassette $10.00 $2.00 s I Company Music Book Volume #1 wrth Cassette $21.00 $2.50 s I Company Music Book Volume #1 Drum Solo Cassette $10.00 $2.00 $ 
Company Music Book Volume #2 $12.00 $2.00 $ I Company MUSIC Book Volume #2 Cassettes (Set of 2) $14.00 $2.00 $ 
Company Music Book Volume #2 with Two Cassettes $25.00 $2.50 $ I Company Muse Book Volume •3 $ 8.00 $2.00 $ 
Camp Duty Music Book with Cassette $15.00 $2.00 $ I Sturtze Orum Book $10.00 $2.00 $ 
Music of the Hudson Valley Book (Attanasio & Grady) $ 8.00 $2.00 $ I 11 0 M1ltt.a,y Orum Duets Book (Munier) $ 5.00 $2.00 $ I American Rudimental Method Drum Book (Classey) $ 5.00 $2.00 $ 
Camp Dupont Music Book $ 5.00 $2.00 $ 

I Muffled Orum Music Book S 5.00 $2.00 $ 
I Music of Sons of Liberty Book $10.00 $2.00 $ 
I 40 Rudlmental Drum Beats Book (P8frilloux) $ 5.00 $2.00 $ 
• Chas. T. Kiri\ f'de Music Book $10.00 $2.00 $ I Roy watrous Book $ 8.00 $2.00 $ 

1996 Company Pocket Calendar $ 3.00 $2.00 $ I Muster Up A Meal - Cookbook $ 8.00 $2.00 $ I 200 Years of f'ile/Orum Cassette (N.Y. Regimentals) $10.00 $2.00 $ 
N.Y. Reg .. CT Yanks & Morris Cntv. Cassette $10.00 $2.00 $ I Comoenv W,r,rJ,ow Decal $ 2.00 $0.50 $ 
Company Laoel Pon $ 4.00 $1.00 $ I Company 25th AMiversary Pin (Bronze) $ 3.00 $1 .00 $ 
Company Annetale Tankard $25.00 $2.00 $ 

I Company Patch $ 4.00 $1.00 $ 
Connecticut Residents Add 6% Sales Tax On Above Items $ 

I Company Tee-Shirt, Adult s M L XL $12.00 $2.00 $ 
Company 5pott Shirt. Ad\Jt s M L XL $22.00 $2.00 $ 
Company Sweatshirt. Adult s M L XL $22.00 $2.00 $ 
Company Jacket. U~ned. Adult s M L XL $24.00 $2.00 $ 
Company Jacket, Lined. Aduh s M L XL $30.00 $2.00 $ 
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $ 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

SHIP TO: Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: ____________________ _ 

City: _________ State __ Zip Code ___ _ 

Make Check or Money Order Payable To: 
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC. 

Please send this order form with your payment to: 

The Company of Fifers & Drummers Company Store 
P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442-0525 

-----------------
AnciencTimes 
P.O. Box 525 
Ivoryton, CT 06442-0525 

DATED MATERIAL 

Life John Doyle, Jr. 
418 Flood Avenue 

Nonprofit Organi7.:ation 
U.S. l'orugc 

PAID 
Ivoryton, CT 06442-9998 

Pcnnit No. 16 

San Francisco CA 94112 


