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Kevlarhead is acclaimed for

In stock as of Fall 1996 in
its long last1ng characterisocs 16" and 17" diameters.
Other Stze,s al)Q1/able late Fall
and bright sound under
1996/ Wimer 1997.
high tension on a snare
drum. This Kevlarhead won't Introductory Price:
S75.00 for 16" diameter
stretch or pocket like
SB0.00 for 17" diameter
other plastic heads; it
New for 1997
delivers a highly consistent
Swiss Snare Side Head
performance surface, season
Smooth white plasoc.
after season.
Introductory Pnce:
SS0.00 for 16" diameter
S55.00 for 17" diameter
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he shakedown cruise of the "new" Ancient Times is over, with this the fourth issue
in our ever evolving fonnat. We continue to welcome new writers. In fact,
there are four in this issue. We've also been able to include some music, that's two
issues in a row! With your help, we'll strive to keep the music coming. Please
submit some new tunes and drum beats,
especially you young writers and arrangers.
"Midwest fifing and
We're still at 28 total pages, thanks to our
drumming could
advertisers and a number of articles by
Midwestern Ancients, who have taken to
never have come
carrying the torch enthusiastically in several
back had
states. And, with the new California corps,
The Company
page two, we can now say that the Ancients are
alive and well "from sea to shining sea."
not been there in
What began as an idea on the hill in
the format that it is. "
Fairfield, CT at the jollifications following the
old June Musters in the early 1960's became
The Company of Fifers & Drummers, Inc. in 1965. One of our Midwestern enthusiasts,
historian and individual member Bill Baugh, who visited us here in Connecticut this
past summer, shares some recent thoughts on our organization. He is a former member
of the board of the 42nd Highlanders (one of our newest member corps) and a current
board member of the Tippecanoe Ancients. Here's what he has to say:

T

A VIEW FROM THE WEST
"Having returned to Indiana from the Deep River Muster after an absence of
many years and my first visit to the national headquarters and museum of The Company.
I am reminded of the years of struggle to reestablish Ancient fifing and drumming in the
heartland. The Midwest was once a bastion of fifing and drumming and small town
brass bands as well as traditional drum and bugle corps. It seemed that every town and
farm community had one or another by 1900. Fife and drum corps tended to be GAR
(Grand Anny of the Republic) related, while drum and bugle corps tended to be
American Legion-sponsored and town bands school related, with alumni and family
members. By the 1920's fifing and drumming was on the wane. Town bands no longer
paraded. The hard competitive and big moneyed Drum Corps International (DCn drove
the small, noncompetitive bugle and drum corps out of existence by the late 1960's. A
lot of family values were lost with all of this decline of traditional music groups, whose
character and makeup involved intergenerational membership of grandparents to
grandchildren. It might have been differen1 for drum and bugle had there been a national
organization as there is for fife and drum.
"Only in a small part of Connecticut, New York and Massachusetts, did the
contingency survive. Through the establishment of The Company has it grown and
spread. It is through this organization that we western corps have been so warmly
welcomed by eastern corps and their members, which has helped further encourage and
strengthen us. We have sunk our roots deep in the Midwestern soil. This could never
have occurred had The Company been based on competition. None of us would have
been big enough, strong enough, good enough to have survived in competition. Midwest
fifing and drumming could never have come back had The Company not been there in
the fonnat that it is." Bill Baugh's comments are continued under A Viewpoint on page 24.
Many who have attended the Westbrook Muster for the past two years have
become acquainted with an absolutely fine musician, an exceptional drummer, and the
leader of the Epcol Sons of Liberty Fife and Drum Corps from Disney Worl~ in Aorida,
Jim Plaut. Jim is also a member of Lancraft and during his summer sojourn north be
visited the late fifer Bill Leibe (see Muffled Drum) with fellow members of that Corps.
As Jim tells it: "As we all gathered in his backyard to play, Bill was asked what he
wanted to hear and he said 'anything.' Whatever his beloved Lancraft played was music
to his ears. The Ancient drum corps community is incredibly special. It's like the Harley
ads proclaim 'If I have to explain it, you wouldn't understand."'
On behalf of our officers, the Executive Committee, the trustees and contributors
to the Ancient Times, have a great Ancient year. Deadline for the next issue is
February 1, 1997.
Bill Pace, managing editor
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New California Cops
First Far West Mem6er
O
IVORYfON, CT ne of The Company's newest
member corps is the California
Consolidated Drum Band, formed
in 1996, with help from Life
Member Jack Doyle, San
Francisco based Stony Creek fifer and an
anorney. Says Jack "presently the corps
consists of former members of the Fort
Sutter Fife & Drum Corps out of
Sacramento, along with several fifers and
drummers I have guided. It has been my
goal to pass along what I have learned from
the Ancients and those who have stuck with
it (and me) have the right spirit and are
trying hard to create the proper sound."
Members of the unit would love to hear
from visiting Ancients. Plans are underway
for a delegation of the corps to attend the
1997 Deep River Ancient Muster. Contact
Marty Sampson, 755 Churchill Drive, Chico,
CA 95973. Phone (916) 343-0656. •

Mini-Muster . . .

Ancient S_Rrrit

Alive AndWell
by Marty Sampson
NEVADA CITY, CA estled in the high foothills of the
Sierra Nevada. Nevada City was
the site of the first ever west coast
Mini-Muster of traditional fifers
and drummers, September 7 and 8, 1996.
The event occurred in conjunction
with a Civil War reenactment hosted by the
National Civil War Association (NCWA),
and included participation in Nevada City's
Annual Constitution Day Parade. An even
dozen hearty strawblowers and sheepskin
fiddlers turned out, representing the former
Fort Suffer Fife & Drum Corps, the newlyformed Corps of the Re-enactors of the
American Civil War (RACW), and the
Field Music of the NCWA.
fer Jack Doyle (St0ny Creek) called
the tunes, and, with drummers John

N
R

Civil War unifonns are worn by the newly organized California Consolidated Drum Band
which includes, front, Phillip Powers, drummer; Middle row, 1. to r. Alex Prator, John O'Neill,
drum; Many Sampson, Jack Doyle, Steven Benner, fife; Jake Van der Linde, drum. Rear row,
1. to r. Chris PraJor, Dennis Taylor, Joe Stricker, fife; Don Hatrin, Joel Beale, drwn.

O'Neill (Kentish Guards) and Don Hallin,
provided a solid foundation for the group.
During practice in camp, the veterans
worked patiently with all, passing on their
valuable knowledge, skills and traditions to
the less experienced members, as well as
impressing everyone with their considerable expertise and repertoires.
Saturday night, leaving drum cubs and
fife scouts in camp, the adults of the group
went into town and jammed. Nevada City
is a beautiful little Victorian town. Everywhere you looked, there were Northern and
Southern Soldiers, ladies in hoops,
mounted cavalry, and tourists. It was one
huge block party.
he fifers and drummers staked out a
prime comer by the Crazyhorse Saloon
and quickly drew a crowd, shouting
requests, clapping, and cheering. Soon the
air was filled with "Dixie, Rally 'Round the

T

Aag, Hell On the Wabash," Civil War
favorites, ancient and traditional tunes.
Everyone was so completely immersed in
the stirring music, that no one even noticed
when a horse entered the nearby saloon, or
the commotion that resulted. Those fifers
and drummers just kept on playing!
In Sunday's Parade, the fife & drum
group marched and played very well. They
were enthusiastically received all along the
parade route by utterly wild, laudatory,
rambunctious cheering and clapping after
every song.
Orrlcipating in the Weekend MiniMuster were Fifers Jack Doyle, Marty
Sampson, Chris Prator, Joe Stricker, Dennis
Taylor, and Steven Benner. Drummers were
John O'Neill, Jake Van der Linde, Joel
Beale, Phillip Powers, Alex Prator, and
Don Hanin (Bass). The group is planning
to meet regularly from now on. •

r
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First Warehouse
Point Muster
by George Yeramian
WAREHOUSE POINT, CT first ever Muster hosted by the
8th CT Regiment and the
Warehouse Point Jr. FDC was
held in Warehouse Point on
September 22. Despite rain, the
Muster went on to completion, including a
jollification that began outside the Fire
House, then moved inside. When the three
big doors were opened, traffic on Route
140 and the shopping plaza across the
street, got a booming serenade. The mostly
youthful jammers played one tune after
another, without stopping for quite a while.
They loved it, and so did everyone else, but
you couldn't hear yourself think! They
finally broke to eat
First Musters are not always so well
organized, but this one was ... plenty of
notice in the local papers, packets of
information for attending corps, a good
field set up which included an R.V. with an
awning for registration and announcing and
even some bleachers. There were even
some fife and drum vendors on hand. The
Muster meal featured baked chicken, with
plenty for all.
Another highlight was a broadsheet
style, four-page newsletter titled "Muster
Times." It promoted the event, listed the
line of march, gave a background of the
host corps and their members, featured
pictures and historical captions dating as far
back as 1905, reprinted the Prayer of The
Company, advertised the Museum in
Ivoryton, issued a plea for recruits and
listed those individuals being honored at
the Muster.
The two host corps presented
handsome certificates for distinguished
service in the preservation of fifing and
drumming to: Thomas Balf, Charles
Garrow, Mal Hinckley, June and Bernie
Lampron, Ralph McComb, Ed Olsen,
Nancy Paradysz, Art Pope, Ralph Sweet
and Roland Yvon.
The large area daily newspaper, The
Hartfo rd Couranr, even assigned a young
reporter to cover the event His name was
Paul Marks, he seemed interested enough
to stay for the entire program and I saw
myself quoted in the story that appeared the
following Monday on th.e front page of the
state section.
Steve Niemitz of the 8th CT sent me a
note following the event !hanking me for
announcing, a duty I shared with Scott
Greenstreet. Steve said that the two corps

A

The St. John Junior Ancients of Old Saybrook are a new member corps in The Company.
Organized in 1994, the youngsters were guests at the first Warehouse Point Muster in
September.
were hoping to host an annual Muster, most
likely on June 7, 1997.
For a first Muster, it was reaJly nicely
done from start to finish and included: 8th
CT Regiment, Warehouse Point Jr. 's,

Windsor FDC, Lancraft, Marlborough
Jr.'s, Moodus DFC, 171h CT Regiment, CT
Valley FM, Spirit of '76, Holyoke, MA; St.
John's Jr. FDC, Cromwell Grenadiers, Jr.
Colonials, all of CT. •

Don't Take A Chance ... Travel With Sprance!

Spran~e

TRAVEL
Through our extensive personal contacts as a drum corps person we can
suggest several opportunities:
• Fssnacht '97 - Basel. Switzerland. February 13 to February 22.
Eleventh annual trip. World's largest drum corps festival ... you should
experience it at least once.

• Florida Muster '97 - Melbourne. Florida. March 5 to March 9. A
welcome break from the winter blahs. Visit the Kennedy Space Center.
• St. Patrick's Week '97 - Dublin. Ireland. March 14 to March 21. Visit all
the historic sights. March in Dublin's St. Patrick's Day parade.

Call or write for free estimates and complete details.
Walter Sprance. Agent

Sprance Travel Services
Better Service at Lower Prices
Phone (718) 497-6420 • Fax (718) 497-1801
55--37 Metropolitan Ave., Ridgewood, NY 11385-1202
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In England

by Tim Taylor
An acco1111t of the First Michigan's Summer,
1996 1011r of England, which began at the
Detroit, Michigan airport.
7/18/96 Thursday ...
We left for London Heathrow airpon.
The night was smooth and the touchdown was barely noticeable. Hint don't
wear boots with a lot of metal eyelets on
them when going through metal
detectors unless you want to develop a
very special relationship with airpon
security guards.
7/19/96 Friday ...
Our first stop is York, the ancient Roman
walled city. The walls still stand in
perfect condition. The place is amazing
- legend has it that William the Conqueror did his antique shopping there.
The streets are cobblestone and very
narrow - fifteen feet wide from wall to
wall, and lined on each side with two
story houses and shops overhanging the
streets. We performed here in 1989.
7fl0/96 Saturday ...
More sightseeing. Everything here is
incredibly old. We went to the Durham
Cathedral which is awe inspiring. It has
one-hundred-feet tall domed ceilings,
acres of stained glass, carved statutes
and pillars. It celebrated a thousand year
anniversary in 1993.
Next we went to Lindisfaime castle
on Holy Island, which is a peninsula
during low tide and an island during
high tide. It is very beautiful and rugged,
the castle being located on a large, steep
hill. It was like a painting, with the view
of the ocean, the green hills, and the
ruins.
This evening we finally arrived in
Edinburgh, lo a bad meal and a beautiful
view of a small mountain called King
Arthur's seaL There is a legend that King
Arthur is buried there.
7fl3/96 Tuesday ...
Our first performance. We played at
Craigmillar Castle for many cows and
some people. The people stayed and
watched, but the cows kept running
away and coming back. Some of the
fifers played pennywhistles in an alcove
above the great hall. It was a really neat

Members of the First Michigan on tour in England this past July included from (I.) Bnu:e
Taylor, Brian Logsdon, Tim Taylor and Beth Angst, all of whom enjoyed performing on the
grounds of several historic castles.
sound, and some of the spectators said
that it sounded like it belonged there. I
heard it from across the castle, and it
sounded like ghosts playing in the ruins.
7fl4/96 Wednesday ...
We played twice at Stirling Castle. The
audiences were very receptive and
enjoyed our performances. We played in
a beautiful rose garden. The castle was
once the capital of Scotland, and within
sight of both Stirling Bridge and
Bannockburn (of Bra~-eheart fame.) In
the basement of the castle are the "Great
Kitchens." It is full of mannequins in
medieval costume and realistic plastic
food. It really captures the feeling of an
ancient kitchen. One of our camp
followers stood by the mannequins to
pose for a picture (she was still in

costume) and when she moved one of
the spectators almost jumped out of his
skin in shock.
7fl5/96 Thursday ...
We played at Linlithgow Castle,
birthplace of "Bloody" Mary, Queen of
Scot5. The acoustics were great. The
counyard we played in had a carved
stone fountain in the center and was
surrounded on all sides by seven- or
eight-story carved stone walls.
Later in the afternoon some of us
climbed the mountain and played our
pennywhistles on the peak. It was cool
to play while overlooking Edinburgh
and the Firth (Bay) of Forth:
7fl6/96 Friday ...
This morning we played again at
Stirling Castle for the rededication of an

..
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11th century chapel. The audience was
great, and we perfonned for the
Secretary of State of Scotland.
In the afternoon we played at the
regimental museum of the 42nd Royal
Highlanders (the Black Watch.) The
audience was small but enthusiastic. We
played for them "Wha' Hay the 42nd,
The Black Bear", and "Johnnie Scobie".
The first two are their regimental
marches, and the last is a favorite of the
regiment. It was quite a thrill to finalJy
play those songs there.
In the evening we played for the
Baroness Strange and her husband
Humphrey Drummond at her ancestral
home, Castle Megginch. We were the
entertainment for a dinner garden party
for her friends (some of the most
important people in Scotland.) Lady
Strange had sold to Fort Niagara a flag
that one of her ancestors had captured in
1813, and we met her two years ago at
the ceremony that transferred the flag
back to Niagara.
Her castle is beautiful. It is filled with
an eclectic collection of historical stuff weapons, flags, bagpipes, stuffed birds,
and books among other items. Her
gardens are huge and were used in the
film Rob Roy.
The concert went very well. I haven't
seen reactions like that to musket fire in
a long time. One lady almost collapsed,
and a kilted gentleman threw the
contents of his wine glass six feet in the
air. It was an incredible evening, with
everything that fifing and drumming is
about - the music was great, the people
were cool, the setting was awesome.
7/28/96 Sunday ...
We saw the changing of the guard at
Buckingham Palace. It was cool - the
unifonns were beautiful and the
discipline was impeccable. But the
English military flute and drum bands
were not what I had expected. They had
not tuned, and sounded weak and airy.
Today the tubes were shut down due
to a workers' strike (that only lasted a
day.) We stayed close to the donns and
visited the British Museum. We saw
mummies, Viking artifacts, Roman
annor, and Egyptian flutes from 3000
B.C., among other things. In the evening
we played our last concert - at the Royal
Hospital at Chelsea. The Hospital was
designed by Christopher Wren for
Charles Il to use to take care of old
soldiers with many years of service and
no means of support. We have played
there twice before, and each time it has
been awesome. When we played there in
1989 one of the pensioners (named
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FRONTIER

by Mark Logsdon
mlogsdon@te/eweb.net

www.miodport.net/-bobbyc/

year ago, this column contained
formation concerning the use of
e INTERNET, and specifically
the use the World Wide Web. At that time,
the Tippecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum
Corps of Lafayette, Indiana, under the
creative abilities of its Director, Malcolm
Duncan, had established the first Home
Page of any Corps in the Ancient World.
In one short year, the trail blazed by
Tippecanoe has become a super highway.
There are now about a dozen groups who
have representation on the INTERNET.
Home Pages are being created almost on a
monthly basis. These "Home Page" areas
on the Web are not unlike "visual business
cards". By accessing these areas, you can
find out how a Corps looks, learn its
history, hear it play ... and soon ... watch
a movie of one of the perfonnances.
ne of the new {and exciting) Web
Pages, is one maintained by Bob
Castillo of the Nathan Hale Fife and Drum
Corps. This collection of pages even
includes a "Home Page" for The Company
of Fifers and Drummers Museum at
Ivoryton. A brief history of The Company
along with a nice photograph of part of the
collection. This can be accessed by using
a web browser (such as netscape). To
see The Company's Page type http://

museum.html (type it in exactly as you see
it here).
Once you are at this site, it will be
possible to "visit" other fife and drum sites,
just by clicking on certain "hypertext"
areas. The Midwest is represented by the
42nd Royal Highlanders (newest members
of The Company), Tippecanoe, 1st
Michigan Colonials and Tittabawassee.
Other Corps will be following soon. There
are loads of other interesting areas 10
explore as well.
he INTERNET has become an
important research tool for the 1st
Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps.
With the computer, Libraries and museums
all over the world are available. Many
"new" 18th century pieces have become
available for perfonning, all because they
have been found residing in a computer
database or ".gif' file. Museums and other
sites have computers that allow researchers
to access the information stored in their
computers; and download that information
found to be of interest. Historic sites,
museums and libraries in Scotland, Ireland,
England and here in the United States
provide a wealth of information concerning
the music we play. There is even one site
that allows you to type in the song title,
then shows all related songs and the
accompanying lyrics to those songs. •

O

Billy) rounded up a bunch of fifers and
had us play his favorite songs for him.
He called us "his fifers."
7/31/96 Wednesday ...
We dragged ourselves out of bed at 5:30
a.m. 10 leave for Heathrow. This plane

T

trip was not as smooth as th.e first one,
and several members ended up taking
advantage of the in-flight "convenience
bags." In spite of the rough flight back
(and the even rougher ride back to
reality) it was a great trip. •

W. ALBOUM HAT CO. INC.
presents

Authentic
Fife and Drum Corps Hats
For the finest quality headwear
you can buy. Call or write:
(201 ) 371-9100 • 1439 Springfield Ave., Irvington, NJ 07111
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ST. CHARLES, MO -

This is not going to be your usual event
report. No overall view written as a
distance narrative. You're going to hear it
as told by a rookie, someone who went to
the lewis and Clark Rendezvous in St.
Charles, Missouri, May 18-19, 1996, as a
neophyte in the world offifes and drums.
You may even call it more ofa story than a
report.
his was not the way to start
my first journey with the
Great Lakes Ancients Fife
and Drum Corps. Arrive at
Metro Airport in Detroit
about an hour and a half
before our flight was to leave,
only to check in and watch
time slip by while we awaited
the final four members of our fourteenperson entourage. My sister, Linda Yanta,
and I headed through security and toward
the gate to see if the foursome had perhaps
gotten ahead of us. Of course, our Northwest Airlines gate was the farthest from the
ticket counter, a brisk fifteen minute hike.
We reached the gate, but our wayward
group wasn't there. The others trailed up
behind us, but they, too, still were minus
our drummer and three others. The final
boarding call was beyond being called. The
gate attendant snarled that we were out of
luck. The door to the plane closed. We
watched our bass drum swing into the
plane's cargo hold along with any bags we
had foolishly checked. Thankfully I had
listened to my sister when she told me my
suitcase was small enough to qualify as
carry-on.
ur ~orthwest flight l~ft a minute early
- 6.54 p.m. Early, nund you. The last
Northwest flight to St. Louis until Saturday
morning.
Back to the terminal we uudged,
linking up with our wayward corps
members who pleaded traffic problems for
their delay. Our snare drummer, Aileen
Kushner, said they had been headed for the
gate when a Northwest employee popped
up and offered to take !he drum forward. A
moment later, however, an announcement
came over the PA, requesting the owner of
the drum to return to the terminal. Aileen
hurried back to find the snare drum
abandoned and the Nonhwest employee
nowhere to be seen.
A ll was not lost, !hough. A wonderful
.!"'\Northwest employee named Judy
worked magic at the ticket counter and put
us on a TWA flight scheduled to leave at
8:50 p.m. More airport trekking as we
checked in and found our gate.
Once near the St. Louis airport, our jet
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Ancients
Meet In
Missouri:

An
Indoctrination
by Susan K. Keogh

M

iraculously all of our luggage and
bass drum flown via Northwest was
waiting in a lonely heap near the carousel at
the airport. Hot, humid weather greeted us
curbside as we awaited our shuttle to
Noah's Ark Motel.
Our driver was a woman from Texas
who inquired as to why we were in town.
"Is it for that Lewis and Clark thing going
on?" she asked. Oh, Lord.
e arrived at 12:11 a.m. eastern time.
Yawn. But it wasn't bed time right
away. We ordered in pizza and got our
unifonns together. I hadn't even nied on my
new pants since our music director,
Beanice Cuthbertson, had made !hem. I
nied on my too-large green vest only to
announce that I looked like a customergreeter at Wal-Mart. I switched wilh
anoth.e r member for a smaller vest
We rolled out of bed Saturday morning
for a continental breakfast at our motel. An
older woman asked me the question that
made me feel as if I had truly arrived in the
reenacting world: "Aren't you hot in those
clothes?"
oon we headed to the Lewis and Clark
Rendezvous on the banks of the swiftflowing Missouri. We found the site high
and dry and in a beautiful park next to the
river. Everyone had talked of flooding, but I
saw none.
Our drum major, Andy Martin, ran
myself and our other color bearer through
out paces, few though they are. I've never
carried a flag in my life. I'm a drum.mer, or
at least trying to be one. But this nip I was
color bearer/banner bearer because I don't
have the myriad of songs memorized which
our corps plays.
he colors presentation went welJ. My
goals were simply to not get out of step
and to keep my ill-fitting, borrowed slouch
hat on my overgrown head of hair in the
strong wind. The sun and heat from the
previous day continued, but even as the
sweat nickled down my back I was still
lhankful for sun and heat instead of rain
and mud for my first event.
Including ourselves, there were eight
corps in attendance: Lewis and Clark Fife
and Drum Corps from St. Charles, Missouri; Janesville Fife and Drum Corps from
Janesville, Wisconsin; Colonial Fife and
Drum Corps from Alton, nlinois; River
Valley Colonial Fife and Drum Corps from
Palantine, Illinois; and from Lafayette,
Indiana came !he others - Voyageur
Ancient Fife and Drum Corps, Fonysecond Royal Highland Regiment, and
Tippecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum Corps.
ext came a parade through town with
the various corps as well as a twohorse team of Budweiser Clydesdales and
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The Great Lakes Ancients' Susan K. Keogh (r.),
a member of the color guard and a novice
drummer; is a free lance writer whose colorful description ofa "first" perfonnance is
recounted here.

I

went into a holding pattern. Why? Air
Force One was there. Gee, what a reception
for us!

N

AncientTunes
other horse-drawn vehicles.
We suffered a major casualty during
the parade. No, none of our members
s1roked out from the heat. Aileen, our lone
drummer, broke through the worn head of
her drum. She managed to borrow a snare
drum from the very generous and hospitable Forty-Second Royal Highlanders in
time for the afternoon muster.
Uollowing the Muster, and a shunle to
.1' the motel for a shower and a quick
change, we returned to the park where we
watched the period ball which took place in
the pavilion. Then we decided that a trip to
town was in order.
St. Charles is a great liule town. The
nightlife is lively on Main Street. People
stroll from bar to bar or cruise the streets.
One bar even had its jazz band out on the
sidewalk. The buildings are marvelous old
examples of past architecture. The weather
remained warm and windy as we wound
our way through the night and its activities.
It •vas after midnight by the time we hauled
ourselves back into our zebra shuttle and
returned to our motel.
unday brought the same weather as
Saturday, so we spent as much time in
the shade as possible. Morning colors was
uneventful, thankfully. Afterwards, all the
corps came together to mix ranks and
march through the town.
At 3:00 p.m. all the corps marched
through town again. Closing ceremonies
were at 4:00 p.m. A St. Charles official
read a proclamation and parts of a resolution regarding the weekend's events. I
watched from the side lines, loaded like a
pack mule with items from corps members,
for we had to leave for the airport immediately after the ceremony. When the flags
were lowered, we were commanded to play
the Star Spangled Banner - yet another
musical surprise for us. But the fifers
played through as if they performed it every
day.
he motel shunles had stopped running
by then, so when the ceremony ended
with the launching of an authentic keelboat,
our corps headed for the Forty-second
Highlanders' van. We piled in and were
delivered to our motel where we gathered
our belongings. From there we crammed
into three taxis and headed to the St. Louis
Airport. This time we even had enough
time to change clothes and grab a bite to eat
(we don't recommend the Burger King at
the airport unless you want to miss your
flight).
The plane ride home was quick and
painless (my eats would disagree). As I
watched the sun rum the heavens to orange
and pink and gold through the small
window, I marveled at many things,
including the fifes I kept bearing in my
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One of The Company's newest member corps, the 42nd Royal Highlanders Band took part in
the Louis and Clark Rendezvous last spring. Headq11artered in Lafayeue, Indiana, the "Fortyrwa" has dedicated itself to preserving the heritage of the sing11larly most important Scouish
regiment 10 have served in North America. The fifes, pipes and drums werefonned in 1975
and have sent several fifers 10 the Old Guard. The uniform fearures black watch kilts, scarlet
military tunics and waistcoats. Contact Frank Rickey, 610 Rose St., West LIJ/ayeue, IN 47906
(317) 743-2030.

I

my eyes for a moment, leaned back in my
seat ... and listened to the music. •

head. Aileen, with an excited smile, had
assured me that was a good thing. I closed

William E Gallagher
Trustee and Counsel to
The Company of
Fifers & Drummers, Inc.
Gal lagher
Gal lagher
Calistro
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P.O. Box 1925
NEW HAVEN,CT 06509
203 6244165
FAX 203 865 5598

GENERAL TRIAL

&

APPELLATE PRACTICE

8

.-\11(iL·11tT nncs

21st Jaybird Day Honors Many
by Staff
IVORYfON, CT l was "lucky" 13 at the 1996
Jaybird Day as that number of
fifers and drummers from several
states were recognized as honored
Jaybirds, inruviduals who have
spent the better part of their lives
involved in drum corps. And each
is 60 years of age or older.
The trarutional "greatest day for old
timers in all of drum corps" began as usual
with coffee at 10:00 a.m. and then really
picked up when The Company's First Vice
President Roger Clark, Stony Creek snare
drummer, started things off as lead
drummer. When you turned around, about
10 minutes after the first few tunes, lead
drummer Clark was enconsed in his
favorite post at the comer of the bar in the
social rooms and his "assistants", like
retired champion snare drummers Bob
Rerucan and Eric Perilloux were carrying
on! Bob still snares with the North
Branford Sr. Ancients and Eric, former
stalwart in the CW IGrk BOC, is still active
as a Judge. Each is in his early 70's! Does
drumming really keep you young???
hnmeruate past president of The
Company Dave Hooghkirk, another Stony
Creek snare drummer, was Jaybird Day
chairman as well as head chef. He was
assisted by several members of his family
and his corps.
No other Ancient activity save the
Deep River Muster on occasion will draw
as many from afar as Jaybird Day. They
came this year from Switzerland,
California, Canada, Florida and many
points in between such as Maryland and
PeMSylvania, Delaware and New Jersey as
well as the trarutional neighboring states
and, of course, ConnecticuL
Several Jaybirds were honored in 1996
including Mel Doxon, a drummer from
Baltimore who has been associated with
Monumental City and that corps' founding
father, fifer Gus Malstrom. From the
greater New York area drummers Fred
Novak and Eric Perrilloux, sometime bass
drummer and bugler Ray Fardy, fifers
Frank Grady, Jack O'Brien, George
Peragine, plus drummers Howie Reiff and
Jim Sherman were recognized. Jim's days
go back to the Union-Endicon Colonials in
the high school of that upper New York
state community where the famous Acton
Ostling was the instructor. From
Connecticut, Fred Petrie of Stony Creek
was honored along with fifer Colleen Stack
of the YalesviIJe Seniors.

The Minute Men of Long Island's Larry Kron favored the guitar. not the dmm, as he and past
president of The Company Tom Connolly led an old-fashioned songfest to end another
enjoyable Jaybird Day.
Oldest Jaybird was drummer Ken Lyon
of Enrucon, NY, who at 89 said "it doesn't
gel much better than this". One of the most
popular aspects of the day was the raflle,
presided over as usual by Westbrook's Lee
Zuidema. Special donations were received
by those designated as "Keg Donors" which
included: Cullen & Kinnare Insurance,
Coopennan Drum Co., Deep River Seniors,
Joe Franklin, Al and Patty Horton,
Lancraft, North Branford Seniors, Sailing
Masters of 1812, Sons of the Whiskey
Rebellion, Stony Creek and Totokel.
The registration desk was under the
guidance of Dodie and Chuck McGrath of
Westbrook Drum Corps. •

Jaybird Jottings
by George Yeramian
IVORYTON, CT at a very ruce time. A comfortably
ized crowd and mostly Jaybird age
(60 or over) or nearly so. The
jamming was all good tunes at a nice tempo
and it went on and on with many people
playing ... it may be self serving, but it
was one of the very best jollifications of the
year and there was no "banle of the drums"
as is the case someumes at Musters.
• The Monumental Ciry F&DC of
Baltimore was well represented by their
Director Gun Malstrom and his brother

Dan, each a Life Member of The Compan)i
Also up from Maryland was Doug Weber,
fifer Patty Leary Horton, president of The
Company and her drummer husband, Al.
• Resident raconteur Ed Olsen, trustee
of The Company and curator of the
Museum, was the master of ceremonies,
harpooning everyone in range, especially
honored Jaybird Frank Grady, whom he
introduced as the illegitimate son of
Maggie Thatcher. I guess that anyone who
had the nerve to wear the pants that he
(Olsen) wore, small checked, multi-colored
plaid bell bottoms, could get away with
stinging zingers.
• Following the delicious supper and
the raffle, the day wound up with an oldfashioned sing-along in the social rooms
with Long Island Minuteman drummer
Larry Kron playing the guitar and drummer
Tom Connolly learung the singing,
bellowing ala Jackie Gleason's Joe the
bartender character.
People don't get together for songfests
like that very often any more and it's
evident by the forgotten lyrics that get
durrurued up. It's too bad, because there's no
better time to be had than with everyone
singing along together, especially on the
good 'ol songs like: "Goodnight lreoe, You
Are My Sunshine, Let Me Call You
Sweetheart," and dozens more. Times
change, and not for the better in that respect
. .. too much TV??? •
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National Muster
By The Lake

Plymouth Marks
First 25 Years

by Scott Greenstreet

by Torn Quay

r

PLYMOUTH, MJ e Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps
as just finished itS 25th year. The
highlight of this season was the
anniversary party which was on the 4th of
July. Not only did the current corps march
in Plymouth's hometown 4th of July
parade but there was also an alumni corps
which marched and failed 10 miss a beat. It
was a performance which proved that once
you are hooked on fife and drum music
your ability's continue to grow.
After the parade there was a picnic
which was attended by the current corps
and alumni. There was a performance by
the 1996 corps and then jamming went on
for hours.
The corps was founded 25 years ago
by Mark Petty. There were less than ten
members that first year. The corps has
since grown to the point of 45 members in
1996.
The highlights thru the years have
been many, with hundreds of performances
and lots of musters attended. The 1996

MARLBOROUGH, CT he annual muster sponsored every year
by the Marlborough Junior Ancient
Fife & Drum Corps is unique among
all the other musters on the current circuit.
Hard by the shore of Lake Terrarnugus,
with a large pavilion to provide shelter for
muster participants during the rainy years,
the Marlborough Jr's muster site provides a
welcome change of pace every September
that begins to draw the annual muster
season to a close.
This year, the Marlborough Juniors
were not only celebrating their 30th Annual
Muster, it was also the site of The
Company National Muster. Over the years,
this muster has grown from a small affair
primarily for local corps to an annual stop
for corps hailing from a wide area of New
England and New York. In the past few
years, the Marlborough Muster has grown
to average size of 30 corps in attendance
and 1996 was no exception. Despite rain
late on Saturday night, out of the 39 fife
and drum corps that responded in the
affirmative, 29 corps were on hand for
either the festivities at the Friday night
Tattoo or the parade and muster on
Saturday.
Besides the host corps and the
Marlborough Alumni, a wide variety of
corps were hooked up and ready to go,
including some that have been attending
the Muster since the very beginning back
in the 1960's. Attendees included the Junior
Colonials, Milford Volunteers, Sailing
Masters, Kentish Guards, Deep River
Seniors, Totoket, Stony Creek, Ancient
Mariners and the Westbrook Seniors. Other
corps that added their own unique sound:
Nathan Hale, Adamsville Ancients, AmeriClique. Yalesville Seniors, Warehouse
Point, Moodus and Connecticut Valley
Field Music. The muster was rounded out
by Wmdsor, North Branford, Spirit of '76 East Greenbush, Nuttneg Volunteers,
Cromwell Grenadiers, East Hampton, St.
John's, Fusileers, Village Volunteers, North
Branford, 18th Connecticut Regt., Deep
River Jr.'s and Shermans March. Bringing
up the rear of the stand performances was a
large F-Troop.
Praise deservedly goes to Corps
Director Rick Crowley and Tom Spooner
as well as a large and enthusiastic
Marlborough Jr. ParentS Committee for the
job they did in putting together and running
this year's muster. •
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highlights will just add to this history.
These included 40 parades in the Michigan
area with a performance at the local
Olympic Torch ceremony. There was
another successful I.rip out east where we
performed al Williamsburg, Virginia, the
Viet Nam Wall, Fort Ligonier,
Pennsylvania, and Yorktown. While all of
these performances were exciting nothing
can compare with the performance the
corps gave at Fort Myer for the Old Guard.
The standing ovation which the members
of the Old Guard gave us will be
remembered for a long time to come.
The 1996 corps was headed by Drum
Major Clayton Walker, Color Guard
Commander Casey Swanson and Music
Director Jim Predhomme. Jim is a perfect
example of what makes the Plymouth
Corps continue thru the years. He has been
associated with the corps for over 20
years, first as a member, then an instructor,
and finally for the last six years as the
music director. With someone like Jim
taking us into our second 25 years we feel
very confident.
The corps has also just put out a new
CD. You can order one by sending $15 to
Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps, P.O. Box
70-1776, Plymouth, MI 48170. With a
return address a CD will be sent to you.

-

.JJ~_0OS MODEL Straight bore; plays with traditional
e~$fj\ ~~xterior tapers gently. Tapered ferrules, 2" long
(C1Vilt~@f,__Period).
COtO!~ MODEL As above, except straight brass
ferrules 3'141,Ji ··
(Revolutionary Period).
WALTFI ·
e tapers near blowhole. Lows are rich
s are easy, loud & clear. The best
of both worlds: no
promise. 3/4" straight ferrules.
M-1 2-piece (tuna ..• ompound blowhole, body has
tapered bore. Head ha .
ed profile. A mellow fife for
the concert player.
Sweetheart Fifes are design
fifers to play on
pitch with Ferrary, Model
Cloos.
All
instruments are hand finished aiif•, vailable for
immediate shipment. Sweetheart Ff1
.ave been
made for 20 years with pride, quality an . si:,,,_ ability.
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Phone (860) 749-4494 or write for a fre
brochure of all Sweetheart instruments

Sweetheart Fifes
32 South Maple St, Enfield, CT 06082
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Largest Sudbury Muster Ever
by Dan Moylan
SUDBURY, MA he Friday nighl jam was
spirited, and the bonfire
well Lended by the usual
pyromaniac from the
Sudbury Companies of
Minute and Militia, who
kepl il burning brightly,
kept us all warm, and never
lel it gel oul of control.
Drums were heard echoing well after I: 30,
but no one got upset
Though Saturday was overcast, it was
balmy and pleasant, and Sudbury enjoyed
their largest muster ever. For the first time
there were as many corps from Massachusetts as from Connecticut ( I 0), and one
each from New York and Rhode Island.
There were no crowd estimators handy, bul
attendance by the general public was
substantial; every available parking area
was filled. With 25 invited corps, there
were only three no-shows, giving us all a
full afternoon of music.
The Field Music of Prescott's Baral/ion made a special appearance at rhe Sudbury Muster
And what great music it was! Ben
along with many oldfavorires such as lancraft, CT; rhe Adamsville Ancienrs, NY and rhe
Emerick's Captain Buxton corps as usual
Ancient Mariners, CT.
presented an out of the ordinary selection of
authentic 18th century tunes. How many of
the field at the end of the regular program
from the muster field. The Ancient
us know "General Hamilton's March", "Hot
carrying borrowed colonial drums, and with
Mariners played music in their inimitable
Stuff" (many think they are), or "Buff
Kerry Bacon in her colonial dress carrying
style. Of special interest (and merit) was
Coat"? Program notes would be welcome lo
the Swiss flag, the still substantial crowd
John
Ciaglia's
new
harmony
arrangement
of
let less avid researchers know the sources
came
to rapt anention, and were treated to a
the
"Downfall
of
Paris"
in
G
for
fife
solo.
and history of some of these interesting
truly memorable exhibition of Swiss
The good music continued the whole
tunes. Other corps in attendance which
drumming. Their Top Secret routine
afternoon. We heard old favorites, in many
seem to keep pretty strictly to the 18th
featured backsticking, neighbor-drum
different
arrangements,
from
the
18th,
19th,
century repenoire included the Field
sticking, fast time, slow time, stop time,
and the current century, and each corps
Musick of Prescon's Battalion and the
and all the Swiss rudiments shown in The
placed ilS own imprint on the music. We
Stowe Minutemen (both guided by Jeff
Company Book which we dabble al, but
enjoyed them all.
Baker), His majesty's 5th Regiment of Foot
which they have honed to perfection. It
On Friday a couple of Swiss drummers
(the loyal opposition), and the Musique du
wasn't planned, but it was a great show and
on
holiday
appeared
at
Cooperman's
drum
Regiment Saintonge et Tou,-aine (led by
the crowd loved it.
shop in Centerville looking for equipment,
Steve Taskovics), which presented authenThe Saturday night jam started on the
and were homswoggled into coming up to
tic music of 18th century France, our most
field,
continued at the bonfire by the
the
Sudbury
muster
for
a
new
and
different
staunch ally.
gristmill, and went on until the rains came,
experience. They were a God send to
The Kentish Guards played a medley
but they were gentle and it was too late to
Americlique, who marched the parade with
of tunes taken from a manuscript of
care.
By noontime Sunday the campers had
no drum at all, but found these two
William Williams, hired in 1774 to teach
mostly
all departed for home, leaving the
"ringers"
in
time
for
their
appearance
on
fifing to the Kentish Guards musicians.
grounds lying clean and fallow, awaiting
stand. Eric Julliard and Jean Claude
They followed this with the "Kentish
the winter snows and lhe new cycle of the
Gerspacher are members of the
Guards Jig", written for them by John
coming year. •
Naarebashci Clique of Basel, as well as
Benoit, their current fife instructor.
''Top Secret", a group of six premier Swiss
Drumming was written by Scott Mitchell,
percussionists. When they marched onto
who grew up on Dutt.on Road, right across

AncientTi1ncs
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Led by Kerry Bacon
in colonial costume
and carrying the
Swiss flag, two
surprise guests gave
an exhibition of
precise Swiss-style
rudimental drumming at the conclusum ofthe Sudbury
Muster program.
Jean Claude
Gerspacher, (I.) and
Eric Julliard are
members of the
Naarbashci clique
of Basel and a
percussion group
known as "top
secret."

Sudbury Snippets
by George Yeramian

T

he Sudbury Muster is like a big
family outing. Except for the
Yorktown Muster, it's the last
camping weekend, especially in
the north country. Since the Colonial Fair
and the Ancient Muster have become so
popular, the camping area has been moved
from the big field east of the Wayside Inn
to a smaller, cozy area adjacent to the grist
mill, this to make the field itself available
for parking. Although this move is only two
years old, certain regulars have already
adopted certain spots for their campsites.
You know just where to find members of
the Ancient Mariners, CT; the Kentish
Guards, RI; CT VaJJey FM and the Milford
Vol.'s, CT, among others. The Friday night
jam around the large bonfire is a lot of fun
and no curfew.
The parade is now slightly longer,
fonning across the road from the wedding
chapel, then wending east up the road and
path to cross over to the field opposite the
Wayside Inn itself. This setting makes for
some picturesque photo opportunities by
the little stone bridge, and also holds up
traffic longer, providing a nice captive
audience for the parade, not that one is
needed.
he public address system is a really
good one and you can hear it au the
way back to the grist mill. Sudbury's
traditional announcer, Russ Kirby, has a
nice, easy announcing style and he makes
the very best use of it. Unfortunately, with
the speakers pointed in one direction, the
large crowd on the slope facing the Muster
stand hears little of the commentary. Dan
Moylan said "we'll try and change that for
next year, if we can."
Russ Kirby, longtime fifer with the
host corps and originator of the Muster
itself, (he was a long time member of The
Company's Executive Committee in the
decade of the ?O's) told an amusing story
about the Sudbury FD Companie marching
in a parade in New Hampshire a few years
ago. Apparently they were judged "second
best musical unit in the parade ... since
they were the only musical unit in the
parade, they've called themselves 'second to
none' ever since."
missed their on-stand entrance because I
went back to my campsite for more film,
but when I heard the ruckus I knew it was
the Ancient Mariners being announced ...
soon I heard a clearly special fife rendition
of a familiar tune. What was it? Sure,
"Downfall of Paris," but clearly special and

strikingly different. A real attention
grabber. Later I asked Skip Healy about it.
He said it was an arrangement by John
Ciaglia, with John playing E-nat nute. Skip
was on E-nat fife, with Paul Joseph and
Greg Bacon on B-nat fifes. Listen for that
one, again.
Sometimes its interesting to talk to a
non-drum corps person and get their
impression of our presence and activity.

What bener source than the local "law." I
caught up with a rugged looking officer
with a decidedly military bearing in a
neatly tailored uniform. He was Lieutenant
Nix of the Sudbury Police DepartmenL
Without hesitation, he said that the Muster
and Fair was the best event in town all year.
A truly nice activity, extremely enjoyable
for all including his department He had no
complaints, only good feelings. •
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0 liver's Taverne Restaurant.
The Favorite Gathering Place
for Ancient Friends.
Sample some of our more than 50 brews
fromaround the world. Enjoy Light Bites, Appetizers,
Sandwiches, Burgers and Full Entrees
from11:30am. till 10:3opm.
Seven days a week.

Oliver s<Gaoeme
124 Westbrook Road ❖ Route 153 ❖ F.ssex

❖

767-2633
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drummer Alan Goldfinger is another prolific picture taker for the Ancient Times when
1Sllilre
he's not playing with theAncient Mariners,
CT

or carrying colors for the er Valley FM. His
daughter, Lindsay, is a fifer with one ofCf's
newest corps, First Falls of Yalesville

13
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Ben Emerick surveys the Muster field with
Friends, alumni and active members ofthe
When she's not tending to the grounds at the
decades ofAncient experience. Founder of
5CapL
7
Yankee Tunesmiths ofRichmond Hi/~ NY
Headquarters/Museum, Individual member
8
James Buxton ofMA with an enclyopemade a special appearance at the Westbrook
Ethel Lavelle likes to enjoy the music as she
dic memory ofold fife tunes, he's a frequent
contributing editor to the Ancient Times.
The Fusileers Jr.
Ancients at the
ational Muster in
or/borough,
. The corps
ostswhat
as become
terofthe
ch May in
rook, NY.

Muster to honor their director, Ernie Kiburis
who could not be with them and passed away
a month later, see Muffled Drum.

did at the Sudbury Muster. Since her pictures
usually grace each issue of the Ancient
Times, we thought we'd turn the tables!
Nick Attanasio's son
9andsurprised
his mom
dad with tickets to a
recent Pavarotti appearance at Lincoln Center,
which included back
stage passes. Nick's wife
Gerry swore she heard
the great tenor whisper
something to Nick about
'"three tenors and a

10The Newark
.1 Colonials of
1

Newark, Delaware
feature experienced
Ancients like long time

snare drummer Ernest
Hauser (c.) and.fifer
George Kuse~ far (r. ).
That's fifer Mary
Osborne, (l.) Also in line
are snare drummers John
Grieten and Joe Galbo
and bass drummer
Patricia Gladu.
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37th Annual Muster

Rains Don't Dampen Westbrook
by George Yeramian

'{Z

WESTBROOK, CT sually this writer
doesn't report on big
affairs, for fear of short
changing too many
people, but for several
years I've been keenly
aware of the work that
the doughty band of
people operating as the
Westbrook Drum Corps puts into staging
this Monster Muster. That's doughty, not
Dodie, although she's certainly doughty!
Just by casual observation I've seen
everyone in that corps contributing to make
it work, year after year. For the sake of long
deserved recognition, let me list them and
some of the things they did to put on the
August 1996 Westbrook Muster. Dodie
McGrath, fife sergeant and corps secretary,
worked on registration and as campsite
monitor and Lee's assistant. Lee Zuidema,
fifer and corps president, coordinated the
Making a special appearance at the Westbrook Muster was the famous 3rd U.S. Infantry
entire event and did all the announcing,
Bara/lion's Fife, Drwn & Bugle Corps, the Old Guard, which has traveled the world helping to
except for the parade. This year the
popularize Ancient music (despite the back sticking!)
volunteer firemen put up a PA system with
speakers and lights. Up until now, this 70plus-year-old dynamo clambered up, down
preparation plus the cleanup, and most
Another tribute perfonnance was
and all over the grandstand roof to do it
worked in the kitchen and Muster meal
dedicated to the Yankee Tunesmith's late
himself. Judie Kelly, fife corporal, helped
station ... it's a lot of work, done well, by a
founder and organizer, Ernie Kiburis, see
with parking and the presentation of Muster
dedicated few ... so there!
Muffled Drum. Many alumni of the New
ribbons. Sue Cifaldi, fifer, did campsite
The Muster itself was the usual big
York area corps took part.
monitoring, parking duty and chute duty.
bash with more than 50 corps struttin' their
The Junior Colonials of Westbrook
Nancy Nazro, fifer, worked the Muster
stuff on parade, and not quite that many on
also noted their own 35th anniversary with
booth; Sammantha Sullivan, fifer, parking;
stand. A fast moving weather front
a speciaJ perfonnance Friday night.
Liz Stella, fifer, campsite monitor and
drenched the area, delaying the parade start,
In the last issue of this publication, Bill
parking. Paul Lewis, drum sergeant, did
but marchers and spectators were all back
Bourgey wrote "Musters Don't Just
road parking for parade lineup and worked
in place when it cleared.
Happen" in which he told of the effort to
the Muster booth. Terrie Lamb, drum
A nice surprise was the appearance of
stage the DRAM every year. The above
corporal and corps treasurer, worked the
the Old Guard FDBC. Surprise because
account of the Westbrook efforts is in the
Muster booth and soda station. Chuck
they were not listed in the line-up. Tums
same vein. •
McGrath, bass drum and color guard, also
out they called three weeks before the
corps vice president and quarter master,
Muster, when scheduling pennitted a visit
worked the beer wagon, did road parki.ng
They were more than welcome, but set up
and helped with the flags.
to be last. For the stand, the Patowmack
Bass drummer Abe Wilson as a
Ancients of Vienna, VA offered to let the
general helper and Color Guard Sgt.
Old Guard perfonn earlier, and they went
Nonnan Kombatovic not only helped with
on last. A nice gesture.
the flags but was a generous supplier of
One special performance was that of
"Norm's Knockout Drops", a secret recipe
Nick Attanasio and the Disney World FDC.
of hard cider plus! Gary Trerice, Color
They put on a specia.l bass drum exhibition
Guard corporal, ran the shoot; Peggy
arranged by Nick as a tribute to the late Les
Lewis, also of the Color Guard, handled
Parks. Nick worked with the corps in
Friday night announcing duties and the
Aorida for cwo weeks before the
Muster booth. And, all of the above were
exhibition. It was riveting.
involved in the long planning and

Deadline for
the next issue
ofthe

Ancient Times

is
February 1, 1997
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June and July. There is no record of who
devised the flag the Vermont forces carried
into the Battle of Bennington on August 18,
but under it they found glory. They
participated in turning the German right
and breaking into the fortified camp.
General John Stark's New Hampshire
brigade - to which Harrick's was attached was mopping up when the Continental
Regulars arrived.
With British repercussions expected,
enlisonents increased and Herrick's
regiment eventually had eight companies.
The name of the earlier Green Mountain
Boys carried over to describe both Herric k's
and Seth Warner's Continental Regiments.
Similarly, "Green Mountain Flag" is a
sobriquet for Herrick's banner. Part of the
original in the Bennington Museum shows
the muted green and lighter blue of early
dyes as compared with the deeper hues of
modem reproductions. Perhaps stronger
colors are a better reflection of the ardor of
those early Vermonters. •

The North Country's
Bonnie Green Flag
by Sally Finn with Jerry Mullen
WATERBURY, VT any Vermont roads are only 6 rods
wide, and it doesn't take a thousand
people to make a good 1umou1 for a
village parade, so Hanaford's Fyfe and
Drum Corps has a close relationship with
lhe spectators. In fact, at parade's end or
even at parade rest, people come over 10
talk about our music and our
accoutrements.
Hanaford's Volunteers color bearers
and guards are often asked about one
particular nag in our line - the medium
green colored one with a blue canton
bearing thirteen white stars in five rows
(3-2-3-2-3). The reply: "It is the nag
carried by Herrick's Rangers during the
Revolution" is the short answer, usually
leading to more questions.
Those who have auended Westbrook's
impressive and informative presentation of
flags at their Muster Tattoo or who have
delved into colonial history and/or
researched nags could explain the
background. For present readers who are
curious, here is what the records reveal:
In 1777, as soon as the first legislature
of the newly constituted Republic of
Vermont heard that the British under John
Burgoyne were on the march near the
southern end of Lake Champlain, they
established a Committee of Public Safety to
recruit men to defend against invasion. A
regiment was authorized if enough funds
could be found. Chairman lra Allen
inaugurated seizure and auctioning of
property belonging to Tories within the
Republic and four companies were formed
that summer. Samuel Herrick was chosen to
command. Some former Green Mountain
Boys may have answered the call but the
men who led them from 1770-75 were not
available. Though well remembered for
taking matters into their own hands and
aggressively rusputing the land claims of
New York patent holders to northwestern
portions of the New Hampshire Grants,
Ethan Allen was now a prisoner of war,
Remember Baker was dead, and Seth
Warner was serving as a colonel in the
Continental Army.
General Burgoyne was eager to raid
the American supplies at Bennington and
strengthened his attack force with available
German units. Samuel Herrick, who had
captured Skenesboro in 1775 while seeking
boats to carry Ethan Allen's Boys to
Ticonderoga, trained his "regiment" during
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Veteran Drummers
Enjoy Ancient Music
by Joe Kirwin
HIGHLAND FALLS, NY he United States Military Academy
Band and their Field Music group was
well represented at the Deep River and
Westbrook musters this year. The Field
Music group, world renowned as the
"Hellcats," has always had a particular
interest in the fife and drum corps world.
Many of their past and present field
drummers have hailed from Connecticut,
New York and New Jersey as well as other
drum corps "hotbeds" of the northeast This
year the following West Pointers enjoyed
the two most famous musters: playing snare
drum with the Civil War Troopers (and

T

former members of the Newburgh
Continentals) were Joe Kirwin (USMA
1957-82, Harold Green (USMA 1955-82),
Jerry Whitaker (USMA 1970-73), Vinny
Czepiel (USMA 1972-82), Dominick
Cuccia (USMA 1991-94) and Gus Cuccia,
who is currently on active duty with the
band. J(jrwin and Whitaker recruited
Czepiel into the band, auditioning him in
the sandpit at "0-dark-thirty hours" at
DRAM in 72. Bob Zaborowski and Dave
Brzywczy, non-commissioned officer in
charge of the Hellcats, have become big
boosters of fife & drum; both of their sons
are taking drum lessons from Vinny
Czepiel. The "voice of the Epcot Sons of
Liberty," Joe Horvath, retired as the drum
major of lhe USMA band and fifer Andy
Hann served with the Hellcats before
joining the Disney corps. During his tour of
duty at West Point, Hann was the fife
instructor and chief arranger for the
Troopers. Chuck Massie (USMA 1958-61)
is now with the Governor's Foot Guard
Band and Dave Parducci drums with SL.
Peter's.
I hope I left no one out. There are so
many of us around. Nol all of the people
mentioned were present at both musters at
the same lime. Some do not play at all
anymore, but this is what makes this hobby
of ours so very special! As for myself, 1
enjoy being an active player again after 12
years of retirement. But more than that, to
be associated with legends like Bill Pace,
Ed Olsen, Jack O'Brien, Ken Lemley, Duke
Terreri, Nick Attanasio, Jimmy Douglas
just to name a few (this list could go on for
days) makes this iruom truly special. Just
listen to the late Bob O'Brien's poem on the
Ancient Mariner's first record and you'll
understand what I mean. These are
memories that make us wish summer was
forever.
Hope to see all of the above at next
year's musters. I know I'll be in good
company. •

I

~

I

I

[t is with great pleasure that we announce our compleat
We offer

ffi

ii
:

!

CD Package
Cassette Package
1,000 CDs $1,750
500 Cs $670.00
(17,, . ,...,. . ., wri= a•hi•4'in .....,u f•mn,,d n ,.,,..,,,

Give Us A Call .•. You'll Like What You Hear!

II
~

I

!

=~i!~~,;";~~:;i;:,::,:-~r:;:!;';°.!,5;:;;::~r service. I

;

.

~

Ask for Bill or Bruce

(603) 588-3805
F1~1WoRXS/Mus1c • PO Box
~

◄8 • ANTRIM, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03◄◄0

.. .......

~ ~

~~

I!
~

Ii!

I
I
I.

16

AncicnrTnnes

Accent On Youth

He Likes The Bass Drum Best
by Cap Corduan
GROTON,CT-

Drumming relaxes me and makes me feel
good about myself." He feels that fife and
drum is a good "educational place". A place
to learn about sportsmanship, community,
history and most importantly, music.
Anthony says that he receives a great deal
of instruction from the Young Colonials
instructional staffs, as well as listening to
any tapes he can get his hands on, plus
"standing behind good drummers at jam
sessions is a real important learning
device." He reads music and writes music
and is currently writing a drum solo which
he says is dealing with the idea of the "echo
effect". Something to look forward to I'm
sure.
When we discussed what corps was his
favorite it took him no time to answer. "The
little kids from the St John's have
impressed me the most. They love what
they are doing and it shows in their
performance. They are our future and that
really makes me feel good." He also enjoys
the Old Guard, the Ancient Mariners, the
Civil War Troopers, and the Walt Disney
Corps which caught his eye at Westbrook
last summer.
In closing I asked Anthony about his
furure plans. In the immediate future he
said he is quite busy working o n next
season's competition pieces. He wasn't sure
about the long term goals except that he
might some day like to play with the
Ancient Mariners, but no matter what, he
plans on being in the drum corps
community for a long time. "I love drum
corps and I couldn't imagine my life
without it." He is not alone with that
thought!!! •

nce again, I was taken
by the insight that this
young Ancient
displayed when we
talked several months
ago. Yes, he does come
from what we would
call a drum corps
family, but his interest
in the music and the history is very
genuine. Let me suggest that if we all took
time to talk with the younger fifers and
drummers we might be amazed at what we
could learn.
The young man that I am writing about
in this article was suggested to me by a
number of adults in the community. I
received a few letters as well as calls and
even face-to-face communication. This
young man is very well thought of and after
spending time talking with him and playing
with him at the Marty Andrews Scholarship
Fund jam session last year, I can understand High school student Anthony Piscatelo prefers
the bass dmm with the Yoiung Colonials of
the feeling. Anthony Piscatelo is quite an
Cannel, NY
appealing young man.
Anthony, who is in his first year of
high school in Millerton, NY, said he got
questions Anthony was your typical 15"dragged", a couple of years ago, to a drum
year-old teenage boy. He was more
corps practice one night by his mom, Sue
reserved and said he had a hard time
and sister, Lisa who plays with the Young
expressing what he felt, he just knew that
Colonials and the Hudson Valley Ancients.
drumming was important to him. "I enjoy
Mom plays with the Hudson Valley
every minute that I am playing. It helps me
Ancients, the Confederate Field Music and
learn and stay focused. It is a lot of fun
with a newly formed corps. She is a fifer.
doing something that most people don't
(Uncle Dave Bender was a fifer with the
understand and I Uke the fact that I can do
New York Regimentals.) At first Anthony
something that not many people can.
wasn't impressed but soon the music got the
best of him. He joined the Fusileers as a
snare drummer but found his interest in the
Proctor Publications announces the r elease of
bass more rewarding. (He admits to
dabbling on the fife but not seriously.)
After a short time with the Fusileers,
Anthony decided to join the Young
By
Colonials because he wanted to learn from
their instructors and he wanted more of a
A great new songbook for fifers or anyone interested in the
challenge musically. Anthony definitely
1860's. Features the stories behind the tunes, plus lyrics
enjoys a challenge. He, along with Mark
when possible. Includes 11 sets of lyrics to Dixie, 9 to
Reily, Josh Dukes, and Tom Fortina won
Battle Hymn, plus many more of your favorites!
the first place Quartet at the Prospect
Competition in 1995. In the summer of
To order send $12.95 plus $2.50 S/ H to:
1996 Anthony took second place in the
Bass Drum Individuals at the MA State
Red Tie Music and Books
Competition. He is looking forward to more
P.O.
Box
3858 Ann Arbor, Ml 48106
contests in the months ahead.
When asked more of the philosophical

The Civil War Fifer
Mark Alan Cowman
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Stony Point
drum: B. Burgher, 1996

fife: Brown, 1781
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Mr. and Mrs. Sreven Smirhfollowing rheir
Colonial sryle wedding i11 Windsor.

Dillon Wedding
Revisits Era
by George Yeramian
WINDSOR. CT endship through music is the basic
theme of 771e Company and one that I
try and weave into much of my
writing.
One of the most telling examples of
this is a fife and drum inspired marriage,
such as the one that took place in Windsor
on Saturday, October 26, when Cynthia
Dillon and Steven Smith were wed in St.
Gabriel's church, where the entire wedding
party and many guests, including this writer
and wife Dorothy, were attired in Colonial
era dress.
Dressing in Colonial era clothing, and
being part of a large similarly clad group,
had the effect of transporting one, even
fleetingly, back in time. Also there was an
exhilarative effect to ex.hibiting oneself
publicly clad in a black cape, frilly jabot
and long, slender trousers with pewter
buttons and no pockets, necessitating the
canying of a shoulder slung ditty bag. My
outfit was courtesy of Dick Crossen (Spirit
of '76, Holyoke and 8th CT Regt.) who has
several.
Cindy and Steve first met when they
were in the now inactive Sgt. Daniel Bissell
Jr. FDC in Windsor. When Cindy's dad,
Fran, started the Wmdsor FDC in 1985,

R
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Originally a studenr of Acton Osrling in rhe Union-Endicott High School FDC, rhe jirsr
Ancient unir ever in New York state, Brad Burgher is reaching and arranging now thar he is
retired from business. If you have a favorite tune, why not share it. Deadline for the next
issue of Tones & Rhythm is February 1, 1997.
Cindy was involved as a fifer and drum
major and Steve as a bass and sometimes
snare drummer. They aged out of the
juniors and now play with the CT Patriots,
on fife and bass, respectively.
No dropouts these two. Cindy is also
fife instructor of the Wmdsor FDC and
Steve is the assistant drum instructor.
Between them, 11 members of the
Dillon and Smith families have been, or
are, active with the Windsor FDC, which
was originally organized by Cindy's dad,

Fran Dillon, who continues as director and
color guard captain.
Colonial dress wedding, right! Then,
limousines'!?? No way! The bride and her
parents rode from their home, through the
center of town to church in a horse drawn
carriage. Following the ceremony, the
couple rode the carriage to the reception.
This was a delightful departure from the
usual and all who participated were
rewarded with a beautiful, bright, almost
balmy October day. •
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Voices & Views is a forum for your
comments, suggestions a11d criticisms of all
things Ancient. We will co11tin11e to include
your kiters whe11 appropriate. Please send
material ro our lvoryron address.

oblins On Parade ... As usual, I was

G

ooking for something new and
interesting to do lhis past Halloween.
I am too old to go around knocking on
doors asking for candy. As fate would have
it, I was lucky enough to be invited to the
Marquis of Granby's Halloween Festival at
the Old Newgate prison in East Granby,
CT. I couldn't have been happier, a
Halloween Festival and fife & drum.
So, on October 26th I arrived at the
prison around 2:30 p.m. Children of every
age were strutting around in costume;
pumpkins sat on walls and in trees with
wondrous faces carved into them, spooking
things hung in appropriate places and the
feeling of fun was in the air. Across the
street I could hear the Marquis corps
warming up for the 3:00 parade into the
prison and a few short concerts that
followed. The 17th Connecticut and
members of Ameri-Clique were also ready
to add to the festivities.
Besides the fife and drum concerts
there was a troupe of dancers, gymnastics,
small concerts, such as the flute and oboe
recital, a vocal performance, face painting,
and a short jam session that went on later in
the evening lit only by the pumpkins and a
few lanterns. With the full moon
illuminating the sky, and the large fire
burning in the outside fireplace, the
ambiance could not have been better.
For me the best part was the tour of the
prison/coal mine. You had to schedule a
time to view this spectacle and there was
always a line waiting to be the next
"victim". As I and my henchman heeded
the warnings and headed down into the
catacombs of the mine we could hear cries
of young voices wailing "help meeee .... "
over the strange timbre of our tour guide.
As the tour continued there were young
hands darting out of the murky rock
crevices as well as dark figures moving
about the shadows. At one point there was

:\ncicmTunes
a "past" Marquis Color Guard member
hanging in one of the chambers. Boy are
they hard on people who get out of step!
Through all the scariness, silliness and
outright fun there was also a history lesson
about the prison and what had gone on
there years ago. It was after we had left the
mine and started talking about the
experience that we realized just how
wonderful the whole festival must have
been for the Marquis kids.
When one lhinks of the Marquis of
Granby corps what comes to mind
immediately is a form of perfection. Their
marching, the sparkling white uniforms, a
high concentration level, and of course
their well rehearsed music. In a way they
almost seem unapproachable. Yet on lhis
evening in October they beckoned the
outside world in with open arms. It was
obvious that the festival took a lot of
thought and hard work for everyone
involved, but the main theme running
strong was one of fun and a commitment.
The Marquis' have something special going
on. Whether they are strutting down the
street or lurking in dark comers, the
warmth and enthusiasm that they exhibit is
almost magical.
I want to thank the Marquis of Granby
Fife & Drum, as well as anyone else who
had anything to do with the Halloween
Festival for a truly unique experience. It
just adds one more reason to why drum
corps is so special.
In the Ancient Spirit,
Cap Corduan, CT Valley FM
ass Drum Solo A Dream Come True

B

... In the latter part of March my
wife, Gerry, and I were visiting the

Andy Hann's in Florida. We spent much
time at Epcot Center in Disney World,
where Andy and Jim Plaut perform with the
Sons of Liberty FDC of Epcot's American
Adventure.
Andy asked me if I would write a bass
drum solo for the group. Since a bass solo
for a bass "line" was always an ambition of
mine, I agreed.
We immediately began working and
learning how to coordinate alternate
overhead ann swinging, two ann overhead
swinging and then of course applying lhis
swinging to simple drum beats. We also
worked on some of my own swing
techniques, which I call the Nick Swing,
where one hand flows behind the lower
back while the hand goes up and overhead.
The Lift is when you raise both hands from
the heads, come straight up, clearing the
top of the bass drum shelJ, come back down
and then flair outward and on up overhead
and, of course, continue on with your
drumming.

Why mention all of lhis? Well, except
for bass drummer Don Sanderson, Andy
Hann, Jim Plaut and Bill Sweeney are
fifers/snare drummers. The outstanding
performance they all rendered as
rudimental bass drummers was truly
exceptional. Their execution and swinging
was that of a well rehearsed and
experienced line. I made a videotape
(playing the bass drum), which Andy
studied and used as a guide in order to
work the group. We also maintained a
constant telephone "information" line
between Kingston, NY and Orlando, FL.
One week prior to the Westbrook Muster,
Disney flew me down to Orlando tO work
with the group.
What made this performance so
unique was that while I played one part,
two bass played a second part, another two
played a third part. During another part of
the selection there were five different parts
being played at once (contrapuntal
drumming). Even though we played
different parts, we worked to execute all
overhead swinging in unison. We
successfully achieved lhis goal.
The tremendous progress they all
made was absolutely amazing. The hours
of practice paid off and I salute each and
every one of them for their remarkable
performance at Westbrook.
We all agreed to dedicate our
Westbrook program to my departed
drumming friend, Les Parks of Brooklyn's
Sons of Liberty FDC. I know in my heart
he was looking down on us and enjoying
every minute of the show.
If you heard and liked the performance
at the Westbrook Muster, a kind word
expressing your appreciation at hearing the
Epcot Sons of Liberty FDC would be a
great help in encouraging Disney
management to allow the corps to return
next year. Andy, Jim and the rest of the
corps will be very grateful for your
thoughtfulness. Address your mail to:
Disney World, Epcot Center, c/o James
Plaut, 378 N. Lakeview Avenue, Winter
Garden, Florida 34787-2715.
Thank You,
Nick Attanasio, Jaybird Bass Dmmmer

anted: Music Camp . .. Editors
Nore: This idea has been
infonnally talked about by
members of the Ancient community for
several years. If you are interested, contact
the author. We can cenainly make the
Headquaners Building available for an
organization meeting, and, perhaps for
even a Music Camp!

W

Purpose: Provide Ancient fife and
drum instruction in the Spring, Fall or
Summer for one or two weeks.

;\nciL·mT1mcs
It has been my experience that there
are many members of the fife and drum
community that would be very interested in
attending an Ancient Music Camp. Many
of the individuals I have met since
becoming a member of the fife and drum
community have had experiences similar lO
mine, i.e. the corps and/or unit(s) to which
they belong (whether as a member in an
Ancient fife and drum corps and/or a Civil
War reenactment field music unit) get
together only for performances; they do not
practice. Their performance is their
practice!
A fife and drum corps that has an
established reputation for maintairung the
Ancient tradition of musick through the
discipline of weekly practices would be
ideally suited for recruiting "students" to a
Music Camp.
If such a "camp" already exists I
would be very interested in learning when
the next "class" is being held. If a music
camp is yet to be organized, I would be
willing to not only help get it organized,
but also would be among the first in line to
sign up.
An Ancient Fife and Drum Music
Camp would help keep the Ancient
tradition alive and would be an ideal way
to introduce this "community" to areas
where drum and bugle corps reign and
Ancient style music is virtually unknown.

In the Spirit,
Richard Williams
4620 N. Emblem Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15227
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summer vacation ... This

ummer was a good one. Unlike
ther folks that visit the Cape, or
take a cruise during the summer months, I
developed a taste for fife and drum music. I
was studying the battle of Gettysburg and
began 10 listen to period music. I couldn't
help myself. I wanted to learn to play a fife.
Finding a fife wasn't so easy. Most of
the music shops in town do not stock fifes,
or fife music. I reaJly had no idea of where
to look, or who to contact. Took me a while
but I finally hit on the idea of searching the
internet. I found more info than I bargained
for which made me very happy. I found a
wonderful web page, Your Connecticut
Connection, by Bob CastilJo (http://
www.mindpon.net/-bobbyc/). He's got
links to everywhere that penains 10 fifing
and drumrrung. I snooped around his page
and clicked on all the links. Found several
fife makers here in Connecticut, where I
live. I made short work of that information
and quickly ordered a fife. I also found a
web page for the Civil War Troopers. They
had a listing of their events and I asked
about their muster. Vinny Czepiel was kind

enough to invite me as his guest
I spent the day at their muster and I
was hooked. The uniforms, the flags, the
music, it was awesome to me. I don't use
that word lightly, or often, either. That was
the very first time I had ever been to a
muster. I enjoyed being around others that
enjoyed the music and were serious about
it. Watching the different corps march and
hearing their music made me want to be a
part of this thing, this fife and drum corps
'thing.'
I wasn't able lO play much on the fife,
other than a few notes, so my next target
was to find a fife and drum corps that could
teach me. I hunted and asked, I even
searched the member directory at America
Online and I found the Milford Volunteers.
They are truly wonderful people. John and
Lee D'Amico just took me in right off.
They don't even wince when I try to hit the
high notes on my fife (even my cats take
flight when I do that). I was nervous the
first time I went to practice, but everyone
was so nice, they made me feel pan of the
group from the start.
My very first parade was at the
Westbrook Muster. We had a downpour that
soaked us and the field where everyone

I9
camped (nicknamed 'the slip and slide').
Since I wasn't ready to march with the
fifers, I was pan of the color guard. Had
trouble remembering which fool was
indeed my left. Was blinded by the windy
'flag in the face' syndrome. Stepped into
muddy puddles while marching in the
parade. My flag fell apart right before we
had to march into the ring to do our stand
piece. I had the most wonderful time of my
life! The best part was the "Hip Hip
Huzzah!" the corps folk gave me afterward.
The camaraderie from all of the corps
is pretty amazing. Going from muster to
muster, parade to parade, friends are made
and kept, and new friends made alJ the
while. I am very glad I am able to be a pan
ofit..
In The Ancient Spirit,

Su;,anne A. Spinelli
(e-mail: willowreed@aol.com)

Jollifications / Socials
Start 1:00 p.m.

Headquarters / Museum
January 18 and March 1

HEALY FIFE
COMPANY
Skip Healy
Fife & Flute Maker
Featuring hand-crafted instruments
of the finest quality.
Also specializing in repairs and
restoration of wooden fifes & flutes.
Phone/Fax (401) 885-2502
5 Division St., P.O. Box 4

East Greenwich, RI 028185
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DRUM
Arleen Lippman

91
Fifer
Hill City FDC
South Dakota

May, 1996

Jack R. O'Neill

53
Piper
42nd Royal Highland
Band of Musick
Lafayette, Indiana

August, 1996

Ernest P. Kiburis

59
Founder I Drum Major

Yankee Tunesmiths FDC
Richmond Hill, New York
September, 1996

William H. Leibe, Sr.

74
Fifer
Lancraft FDC
Connecticut

September, 1996

.fllrfeen Lippman
Arleen Lippman was a lifetime member
of the Hill City Fife and Drum Corps in
Hill City, South Dakota. Arleen joined the
original corps, the Noah Webster Fife and
Drum Corps, begun by Korczak
Ziolkowski in 1948. She was then a
member of Lhe resulting Hill City Corps
until it became inactive in the early
1950's.
Arleen was a charter member of the
reorganired Hill City Fife and Drum
Corps in 1975 and continued appearing
with the corps until she had a stroke in
1994. She died in a nursing home in
Sunnyside, Washington near her
granddaughter's home on May 12, 1996.
During her long life, Arleen was an
ardent supporter of everything in Hill
City. She was the owner/operator of a
grocery store for 30 years, and at one
time was an active member of 14 clubs in
town. She was the American Business
Woman of the Year in 1989 for ABWA
and represented them at the National
Convention in Florida.
Mrs. Lippman was also a Gold Star
Mother, having lost a son, Gordon, in
VieLnam.
She is survived by one son, two
daughters, two sisters, and several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Jack was more than a drum corps friend
and a piper. He was the Honorable Judge
Jack R. O'NeilJ and 10 years ago he was a
part of legal history. He reversed a court
order prohibiting a young boy from
attending school. That boy was the late
Ryan White, who had contracted the Aids
virus from a contaminated blood
transfusion. Despite a great deal of
opposition at the time, Jack felt strongly
that the innocent child should not be
further victimired. He always fought the
good fight
Jack died on August 28, a day after
sustaining fatal injuries when he lost
control of his car on a rural road in
Indiana. He left behind his lovely wife
Leddy and three daughters.
He attended his first major fife and
drum Muster in 1994 in Waterbury,
Vennont. Jack's positive experience
among the Ancients, and respected
opinion in the Band, helped influence the
42nd Highlander's decision to petition The
Company for membership. He will be
sorely missed.

by Scott Mandrell

by Georgia Gerken

Book of Remembrance
All contributions and listings
for departed friends and
relatives should be addressed to:

Book of Remembrance
The Company of Fifers & Drummers, Inc.
P.O. Box 525
Ivory,:on, er 06442-0525
For more information call
Colleen Stack
(203) 265-9296

'Ernest P. 'l(wuris
Director, Mentor, and Friend - these
words best describe the man we all knew
as "Ernie" Kiburis. Ernest P. IGburis,
director/drum major of the Yankee
Tunesmiths Ancient Fife and Drum
Corps, past vice president and Executive
Committee member of The Company of
Fifers & Dnimmers, passed away
peacefully, after a long battle with cancer,
on September 21st.
The outpouring of affection from the
community and drum corps family was
much in evidence at Simonson's Funeral

AncientTnnes
Home in NY where we gathered to say
our final farewells to Ernie. The walls of
two rooms were lined with flowers and
cards.
Mr. YT, as he was affectionately
referred to by many, founded the Yankee
Tunesmiths with partner Gary Ruckstuhl
in March, 1976. Under their directorship
the Tunesmiths evolved into a quality
competitive junior corps winning many
1rophies and titles along the way.
However, realizing that the corps needed
to be well-rounded, Ernie and his group
could be seen at most musters held along
the east coast As times changed, and the
juniors became seniors, the corps changed
its focus to a senior parade/muster corps
and continued under Ernie's leadership.
Our association with Ernie began in
1981. Several members of the Yankee
Tunesrniths volunteered their time to help
with our brand new junior corps, PrinceWynn Colonials, of which this writer was
the assistant director. During those early
years, several Yankee Tunesrniths would
perfonn as Prince-Wynn while we were
training our own members. Prince-Wynn
members later reciprocated when the
Yankee Tunesmiths had a lull in its
membership. Ernie fostered this Ancient
spirit of camaraderie between these two
corps.
Ernie, an ardent supporter of The
Company of Fifers & Drummers, was
responsible for the initial creation of a
junior activities day at The Company
headquarters. Those early events were
Ernie's favorite activities of The
Company. Even though his own corps
was senior level, he was totally dedicated
Lo the juniors, which he would refer to as
"the future of The Company".
Ernie was the driving force behind
the Yankee Tunesmiths' annual muster,
"Drums Under the El" which was held in
Richmond Hill, NY from 1978 to 1994.
During the last two years, Ernie
changed the focus of the corps back to a
junior corps, due to the relocation of
several members. He rededicated himself
to helping the young people of Richmond
Hill to achieve their goals for life.
Unbeknownst to Ernie, he had
already changed the lives of many of his
former Tunesrniths. The love and
affection that many Tunesmilhs, both past
and present, felt for Ernie was evident at
their dedication to him at this year's
Westbrook Muster. Although he was
unable to attend due to his illness, the
Tunesrniths did him proud that day and
will continue to do so for many years to
come.
During his final days, he was

attended by a former Tunesmith
drummer, Javier Morales, who is a doctor
serving on staff at Nonh Shore Hospital
in Manhasset. Though unable to
verbalize, the pride he felt when he saw
Javier could be seen in his eyes.
He has always been dedicated to the
family concept as was evident in his
pride in his own family. Wife Alice and
children Ernie Jr., Kathleen and Tommy
were his greatest joy. The Yankee
Tunesrniths were next The continuation
of the Yankee Tunesmiths is his legacy to
the community he loved.
Family, friends and members of the
Yankee Tunesmiths joined by several
other fifers and drummers said good bye
to Ernie "YT" Kiburis at funeral services
held at St. Elizabeth's RC Church in
Ozone Park. "Amazing Grace" was
played on bagpipes by former Tunesmith,
Joe Korber, John McGrath of Alexandria
Royals gave the eulogy and the corps and
friends played "God Bless America,
Battle Hymn" and "Rally 'Round the
Flag" outside the church following the
Mass. Burial was at the National
Cemetery in Calverton, Long Island.
Ernie Kiburis may not physically be
with us anymore, but he lives on in the
hearts of all those he touched in his
lifetime. We dedicate ourselves to his
memory and continuing the legacy he has
lefl us. Donations in Ernie's memory can
be sent to the Yankee Tunesmiths, c/o
Posekel, 85-29 114th Street, Richmond
Hill, NY 11418.

by Anne O'Malley and friends

'J1Jilliam :J£ Lei6e1 Sr.
Husband, father, Navy veteran, volunteer
fireman, boy scout leader, Bill Leibe, Sr.
was a true drum corps enthusiast. He was
an active member of Lancraft as a fifer
for 54 years. That's half the life of the
corps itself, which was formed in 1888.
Bill joined Lancraft in 1942, having
previously played with the original
YalesvilJe FOC of Wallingford, CT.
A Navy veteran of World War II,
Bill served aboard a fuel tanker that
made 13 round trip crossings across the
Atlantic ocean to Europe.
During his decades of service with
LancrafL he was an active leader in many
corps events and parades, including the
1970 and 1987 trips to Switzerland. Is it
any coincidence that he died on a
Thursday night, his drum corps rehearsal
night for 54 years and Lancraft's since

1898?
A native of Wallingford, he was
active in civic affairs in bis adopted town
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of South Meriden. Bill served for 30 years
as treasurer of the South Meriden
Volunteer Fire Department where they
recently dedicated the dispatch room in
his honor.
A longtime scoutmaster in South
Meriden, Bill was presented with the Boy
Scouts of America's highest honor, the
silver beaver award, for his dedicated
service.
He was married to Ruth McLean in
1943. She survives along with the couples
two sons Bill, Jr. (Buddy), a former
drummer with Washington Park FBDC
and also with Lancrafl. He is now a
captain/fire in charge of the Meriden 911
dispatch center. His brother Russell
(Rusty) is a former Lancraft color
guardsman who now lives in
Massachusetts.
Bill Leibe, Sr. was interred with his
fife, just so he would be ready to play a
few bars of "Green Cockade" with
Johnnie Moriarity, "Quig", "Long John",
Harold Ripperger, "F.X." and many other
Lancraflers who march in the Grand
Parade.
by George Meinsen

CULLEN

& KINNARE

INSURANCE, INC.

135 CHURCH STREET
P.O. Box 307
GUILFORD, CT 06437
WILLIAM M. KINNARE, PRESIOF..\T
SHAWN M. KINNARE, \1CE PRE:,IDE.\T

OFFICE: 203-453-4829
IIOME: 203-421-4636
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annually. If you or your corps would like
to take part in 1997 contact Randy or
ColJen Stack, Dick Crosson or Ed Olsen.

OFF

DISNEY WORLD IN FLORIDA has
reinstituted a professional fife and drum
corps in the Ancient idiom (for the first
time in some 20 years). The Epcot Sons
of Liberty Fife and Drum Corps
performs regularly at the American
Adventure Pavilion and welcomes
visitors who are drum corps folks. In
fact, leader Jim Plaut is recruiting for the
group. He writes: "Our bass drummer
will be leaving us and we are looking for
a strong fifer who can play snare and
bass. Please send an audition tape of your
performance on all lhree instruments to
Jim Plaut, 378 N. Lakeview Avenue,
Winter Garden, Florida 34787-2715."

ONE OF THE NATION'S LARGEST
FAIRS, the Eastern States Exposition in
West Springfield, Massachusetts
(September 17-20, 1996), featured a
display booth for fife and drum in the
Connecticut Pavilion, two Ancient corps
in the big Connecticut Day parade and a
fife and drum escort for Governor John
Roland, all courtesy of The Company and
a hard working special commillee of
Individual Member Randy Stack, Dick
Crosson, 8th Ct. Regiment; Colleen
Stack, Yalesvi/le and Ed Olsen, Sons of
the Whiskey Rebellion. It was the first
time that official representation by The
Company was included in the programs
of the Nutmeg state. Through the
coordination of Dick Crosson, the
Windsor Jr. FDC and the Yalesville Jr.
FDC marched in the Connecticut Day
festival parade. Despite inclement
weather, a special exhibition corps played
throughout the day. Fifers included Ed
Olsen, Colleen Stack, Sue Cifaldi,
Westbrook and Scott Redfield, Ancient
Mariners. Drummers included Alan
Goldfinger, Ct. Valley FM; Ken LemJey,
Sons of the Whiskey Rebellion; Cap
Corduan, CT Valley FM and Bob
Parmelee, Colonial Boys of Norwood.
The Company's display featured
fifes, drums, nags and uniforms, with
several pictures of old and current drum
corps. The "Big E", as the giant fair is
known, has been held every September
for over 50 years, attracting hundreds of
thousands of visitors. Plans are underway
for The Company to be represented

TOP PARADE HONORS as best
appearing senior Ancient corps went to
the 8th CT Regiment of Warehouse Point
at Connecticut's big 113th annual state
Firemen's Convention parade last fall.
Other Ancients in attendance included:
Cromwell Grenadiers, East Hampton,
1.Ancraft, Marlborough Jr., Sailing
Masters of 1812, Stony Creek, Totoket,
Warehouse Point Jr., Westbrook and
Yalesville Senior.
HILL CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA
remains active on the Ancient map,
according to correspondent Georgia
Gerken, who reports that she is stepping
down after 20 years as secretary of the
Hill City Fife & Drum Corps. The South
Dakota Ancients had a busy summer
including parades in Yankton and
Douglas, where they took part in the
Wyoming State Fair. They have also
appeared in Jackalope and played their
traditional concert at Mount Rushmore.
Taking over as the new correspondent
and "contact" person is Harold
"Butch" Kruse, P.O. Box 371, Hill
City, SD 57745.
A NEW PRESIDENT has taken over
for Tom Keida of the Colonial
Musketeers of New Jersey. He is long
time board member Bill Cadwalader,
who will guide the junior Ancient unit
along with Director Joe Little. Keida
remains as president of the Northeastern
States Association. To contact the
Musketeers write: P.O. Box 4,

Hackettstown, NJ 07840-0004.
Telephone 908-850-3833.
CONTEST ASSOCIATION JOINS. In
what is a drum corps first, The Company
of Fifers & Drummers, Inc. welcomes
the NY StaJe Fife & Drum Corps
Association of the Southern District,
Inc. as an institutional, nonvoting
member of the organization. Several
individuals who are active in both the
NY Association and The Company,
promoted the move, including Second
Vice President of The Company George
Carteris, a fifer and fife judge with the
NY Association who said "we in the
Association wanted a closer relationship
and felt that Institutional membership
was just right - we now can feel more a
part of The Company, which has th~
facilities to preserve aJI of our 100 year
history."
President Patricia Leary Horton
said that this was a "significant step" and
she hoped that other contest oriented
associations in the North East might
come aboard in the future. She said "The
Archives and Museum is the perfect
place 10 maintain a permanent history of
the great contest associations such as the
Connecticut Fifers & Drummers."
THE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
at the Museum proved as popular as ever
this past summer and will be presented
again in 1997 starting on Tuesday night,
July 8, promptly at 7:30 p.m. Adding a
few variations on the well established
format for the series, Cap Corduan
served her first term as chair and is in
charge of the 1997 program also. She
took over for fellow CT Valley FM
drummer George Yerarnian, who remains
a member of the Committee. Assisting in
various capacities during the '96 series
were Life Member Buzz Allen, Life
Member Cathy Olsen, John Kalinowski,
CT Valley FM; Mickey Andrews, CT
Patriots; Sylvia Hooghkirk, Totoket;
Dave Hooghkirk, Stony Creek; Ed Olsen
and Bill Pace, Sons of the Whiskey
RebellilJn; the Hooghkirk children and,
of course, "old" George! Corps which
made a musical contribution this past
season include Col John Chester and
the Patriots, CT; Kentish Guards, RI;
and WBCL Posse, Westchester County,
NY; Cromwell Grenadiers, CT and
Young Colonials, NY; Marquis of

:\n(icmT nncs
Granby, CT and CT Valley FM; Junior
Cownials. St. John's, Nutmeg
Volunteers and Warehouse Point, CT:
CT Blues and Nathan Hale Ancients,
CT; 5th Alabama FM and Sons ofthe
Whiskey Rebellion, CT. Also appearing

in a special program on August 6 were
drummers Cliff Barrows, Jim Clark, Ken
Lemley, Cap Corduan, Bob Parmelee
along with fifers Catherine and Deb
Cuccia, Skip Healy and Roy Watrous,
founder of the Ancient Mariners, CT.

NEW OFFICERS were installed by the
SpiriJ of '76 Fyfe & Drumm Corps of
East Greenbush, NY at it's annual
election at the October business meeting.
The new officers for 1997 are: Sue Fiato,
president; Mary Alexander, vicepresident; Denise Thull, treasurer; Carol
Thull, secretary, Richard Alexander,
quartermaster; Charlie Alonge, Jr., drum
major; Chris Alonge, Rebecca Bohmer
/;,~~
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and JoAnn Walsh, directors. The corps
also repons that it is recruiting new
members. Anyone 10 years of age or
older who is interested in fife, snare or
bass drum or color guard may contact
JoAnn Walsh, 518-477-4638 or Mary
Alexander 518-664-1658. Expe.rience is
helpful, but not necessary. To team more
about the corps, prospective members
and guests are welcome at weekly
practice sessions held on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church of East Greenbush.

"THE FACE ON THE BAR ROOM
FLOOR" is actually a life sized original
sketch of a rope tension snare drum, in
dark blue against the light blue-grey tile
in the Social Room of The Company
headquarters, originally drawn by Rene
Burel of Switzerland, a commercial artist
and retired fifer with the Swiss Mariners
of Basel. Rene's original art goes back to
the I980's. Several years later another
commercial artist (he's art director of the
Ancient Times), also a fifer and current
commodore of the Ancient Mariners,
Dave Jones, touched up the illustration.

However, the Social Room of the
building in Ivoryton is so well used that
this past season the "blue drum" needed
another face lift. Doing the honors this
time was yet another fifer, Coleen Stack,
Yaksville Seniors. Although she studied
art for two years at the famous Paire Art
School in Connecticut, she is a retired
English teacher. not a commercial artist.
She was an honored Jaybird this year and
along with husband, Randy, is a regular
Museum volunteer.

HOW OLD IS THE DRUM, REALLY
... Most drum corps historians will
acknowledge that the Swiss mercenary
croops that fought wars throughout parts of
Europe in the 16th century "introduced" a
fonn of a field drum for battle signals. But
how about in the year 230 BC in Ancient
China??? A recent prime time TV special
on "ancient history" pointed out that the
Shin Warriors of Ancient China used a
fonn of a drum for battJe signals. One beat
meant "attention.'' Severa.I beats together
were a signal to move forward. Was this
the first known use of what has become the
"long roll"?

I
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Sal Chiaramonte, Sailing Masters of 1812

Sl'EAKEA~~
Send In The Fifes
Send away the bugles,
though / like their brassy tone,
And nothing makes me stop and think
like Taps when day is done.
Send away the snare drums,
though I like their snappy sound,
And I sometimes think it's magic
makes those sticks flash up and down.
Send away the bagpipes,
though I'm partial to the blend
OJ drones and chaun1er singing
as the kitties round the bend.
Send away the bass dnm1s,
though I like to hear their boom,
And their heavy, steady pulsing
seems to fill up every room.
Send in the fifes!
Let them stand and play for me.
Their warm tones coaxed from well-tuned
wood have the ring ofhistory,
And the merry tunes and martial airs
somehow set my spirit free.
So I say again to anyone
who'll listen now to me,
Send in the fifes!
by Kevin M. Sullivan, fifer
Assoc. of Blue & Grey

now associated with

-..CARR
... TRAVEL
Bennuda Mini-Muster 1997
Qlebrity Cruises MfV Zenith
Sailing from New York to Bermuda
Saturday, April 26, 1997.
Call or write for our Bermuda package.
NJ Colonial Militia, C.W Dickerson set to sail.
Members of Sailing Masters, Deep River Sr.'s
booking now co create a formal "F" Troop. Limited Space.
Deadline: February 10, 1997
Join us for this exciting trip.

CARR TRAVEL
1018 Main Street

Branford, er 06405
(860) 481-2318
Toll Free l-800-626-8785

225 East Main Street
Clinton, er 06413
(860) 669-6511
Fax 860-669-1015
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A Viewpoint

Western States
A Big Frontier
by Bill Baugh
(continued from editorial, page I)
LAFAYEITE, IN -

t has been over 25 years that the
"new" tradition of Ancient Fife and
Drum has existed al all west of the
mountains. Tippecanoe was the first,
having been established by drummer
Jim Smith as a Purdue University
student The seed was but a sprout before
he left. His parting advice was, "Go to
Connecticut." But we weren't big enough,
good enough, strong enough. "Go to
Connecticut," and we did, and you
welcomed us and celebrated us and
encouraged us and saved us as nothing else
could ever have done.
We were soon joined by others here
who likewise have set down finn moorings.
Plymouth, First Mighigan, Alton and
Janesville and a bond developed among us
over many miles of separation. Additional
corps have been spawned. We here in
Lafayette, on the Wabash, have the
Voyageur Fife & Drum Corps and the 42nd
Royal Highlanders that would not have
come into existence had it not been for
Tippecanoe Ancients. I know this is also
the case with the other "Mother Corps" of
the west.
ollectively, we have sent our sons and
daughters to the Old Guard. In some
cases, we have taken young kids off the
street and through that simple seven holed
piece of hollow wood and the old-fashioned
rope drum transfonned "lives adrift" to
"lives of purpose" that only could come
through the bond of music. And all this
time The Company was there with a kind
word and encouragement.
Corps were attempted and leaders
sought our advice and help. Music was
shared and the advice was simple, "Go to
Connecticut, take your Corps." Some did,
some didn'L, thinking it more important to
go to a Disney World. Those who have
bonded with Connecticut through The
Company are still with us, those who
didn't, aren't.

I
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A Different Stick

W

estern corps' venues may be different
from the east. Our major coming
together is through historic festivals such as
the Feast of the Hunter's Moon here on the
Wabash, forts along the Mississippi and

Ohio Rivers, historic towns such as St.
Charles, Missouri. There are times when
corps share each other's company and hear
each other's music only once a year, if then.
For all the years that we have all
existed, we have yet 10 have a genuine new
England-style open Muster. HopefuJly the
day will come. We have what is referred to
as musters with hired corps planted in the
middle of a bigger festival. Bui these are
not musters in the time honored and proven
format of the eastern musters where corps
parade, in some cases forming small corps
on the spot, talcing the stand and concluding
with the jam.
here are those that somehow feel The
Company does not do enough for us in
the west I say the fact that The Company
exists is the great support that we have
needed and the continued hope for the
future. The Company is supported by our
membership but it is the dedication of
individuals involved that keeps it strong
and gives it life. If ii were possible for The
Company to be more for its far flung

T

member corps now south, midwest and
even far west, it will come from those of
you who tend the hearth and build The
Company in the easL You are the Mecca of
our passion and love and shall ever more
be. When you see our Corps who have
traveled a thousand miles or more to drink
long in your cool waters and restore and
refresh ourselves at the Kaaba for this
unifying experience, give us, as you always
have, those special feelings that it is all so
worth it.
Finally, for all who have not been to
The Company's headquarters and museum,
come, it is far more than I could have ever
imagined. You wilJ go away with a
realization that your corps is a part of a
growing continuum whose gath.ering
strength comes from The Company. •

Ancient Times - Deadlines
Spring - February I
Summer - May 1

Have we got adeal for

Your Corps...

V.es
II ,

we've got a real money saving, discounted deal for the members of your corps who
can recieve the Ancient Timess and be individual members of The Company for
up to one-third less than our published cost of $15.00 each. Here's how it works10 Corps Members or More
Delivery of each issue of the Ancient Times
You pay by one check, once a year
to one address, $10.00 per person.
Delivery of each issue of the Ancient Times
to individual addresses, $12.00 per person.
To find out how your corps can take advantage of these discounts contact Membership
Chairman Joe Culhane, 2915 Barkley Ave., Bronx, NY 10465. (718) 823-5071.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
L

-------------New Membership Application

Name

Address

State

C11y

Check where appropriate below:

0
0
0

Individual, U.S. only SIS.00 0 Canada, individual only S20.00
Family, U.S. only S25.00
0 lnterna11onal. Individual only $25.00
Life Membership- I would like 10 learn about nex1blc payment schedules
for a S1,000 donation
0 Corps Discounts-I would hke 10 learn more about big savmgs for IO or
more 10div1dual membcrship/subscnpllons.
Please telephone me at L__) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Please make check or money order payable 10: The Company of Fifers &
Drummers, Inc. and mail 10: P.O. Box 525. lvoryton. CT 06442-0525.

--------------

I
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TheTattler

T'he Gompony of i/ers & 'Drummers MAIL ORDER FORM
Company Music Book Volume #1
Company MUSIC Book Volume #1 Cassette
Company MuslC Book Volume #1 with cassette
Company MuslC Book Volume •1 Orum Solo Cassette
Company Music Book vl:llume #2
Company Music Book Volume #2 cassettes (Set of 2)
Company Music Book Volume #2 with Two Cassettes
Company Music Book vl:llume #3
Camp Duty Music Book with Cassette
Sturtze Drum Book
Music of the Hudson Valley Book (Attanasio & Grady)
110 Military Drum Duets Book (Munier)
Amefican Rudimental Method Drum Book (Classey)
Camp Dupont Music Book
Muffled Drum Music Book
Music of Sons of Liberty Book
40 Rudimental Drum Beats Book (Perrilloux)
Chas. T. K111t Fife MUSIC Book

by George Yeramian
WINDSOR, CT -

l's start off with a teaser. Who or
what are the Regulalors??? Boy,
oesn'L thal sound ominous! Gives
me the willies. Watch the nexl issue for
an explanation.
While I was loafing around Lhe CT
Valley FM campsite at Lhe Sudbury
Muster, fifers Debbie Cuccia and Lori
Arms1rong came by and funher
demonstrated their musical prowess by
playing the 'Jeopardy' theme song, Lori
on a plastic nose flute she bought thal
day and Debbie on a playable plastic
grape that she had previously plucked
from a produce promotional display. As
General Halfu-ack often says, what next?
Also at Sudbury, The Company's
Executive Committee-man Wayne
Hickman and wife Linda were showing
off their first child, son Devin, born in
August. Wayne plays snare and Linda
fife with the 13th New Hampshire
Continentals.
Shades of the Pink Panther ...
driving lhrough Marlboro,
Massachusetts on the way to Sudbury
there were many political signs urging
people to "vote for Gadbois." All I could
think of was the hilarious playboy
character lhal Peter Sellers assumed as
Inspector Clouseau, one Guy Gadbois.
Just remembering the way he said the
name, and the parts he played, sets me
laughing.
The Windsor FDC is on the rise
again, wilh 11 new members bringing
their total number to 38 including the
color guard.
Paul Cormier, snare drummer and
inslnlclor, and Linda Bigelow, drum
major, both with lhe CT Patriots, should
be wed by the time you read this. Their
special day is December 28, 1996. Paul's
father founded the Col. John Ches1er
Juniors of Wethersfield, CT in 1940.
That was Paul's first corps. Then in
eveniual succession, he played with and/
or taught, St. Paul's, the CT Yanks, The
CT Blues and the Patriots. All highly
accomplished, successful and respected
corps. Paul himself is considered one of
the Lop drummers in the nation, having
won the CT State Sr. and Northeastern
individual snare drum championships at
least eight times each between 1962 and
1982. Individual champion, teacher and
arranger ... no talk, all walk! The
couple will be living in Holyoke,
Massachusetts.

Qty.

Oe9c;ripllon

U
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Rov Watrous Book
1997 Company Pocket Calendar
Muster Up A Meal - Cookbook
200 Years of F"ffe/Drum Cassette (N.Y. Regimentals)
N.Y. RAO. CT Yanks & Morris Cntv. Cassette
Company Window Decal
Companv lapel Pin
Company 25th Annillersarv Pin (Bronze)
Comoanv Armetale Tankard
Compani Patch
ComectlCUI Residents Add ~ Sales Tax On Ab<'-:d Items
M
L
XL
Companv Tee-Shirt, Adult
s
M
L
XL
Company Sport Shirt, Adult
s
M
L
XL
Company Sweatshirt, Adult
s
M
XL
Companv Jacket, Unlined, Adult
s
L
M
L
XL
Companv Jacltet. Uned, Adult
s

Price

Shipping &
Handing

S12.00
S10.00
$21.00
S10.00
S12.00
$14.00
$25.00
$ 8.00
$15.00
$10.00
S 8.00
S 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
S 5.00
$10.00
$ 5.00
$10.00
$ 8.00
$ 3.00
$ 8.00
$10.00
$10.00
$ 2.00
$ 4.00
$ 3.00
$25.00
$ 4 .00

S2.00
S2.00
S2.50
S2.00
$2.00
S2.00
$2.50
$2.00
$2.00
S2.00
$2.00
S2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
S2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$0.50
$1.00
$1.00
$2.00
$1.00

$12.00
$22.00
$22.00
$24.00
$30.00

$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
S2.00
S2.00

Total

s
s
$

s
s
$
$
$

s
s
s
$

s
$
$
$
$
$
$

s
s
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

s
$

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
SHIPTO: Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ Zip Code _ _ __

Make Check or Money Order Payable To:
THE COMPANY OF FIFERS & DRUMMERS, INC.
Please send this order form with your payment to:

1be Company ofFifers & Drummers Company Store
P.O. Box 525, lvoryton, CT 06442-0525

-----------------CALENDAR LISTINGS .. .
Deadline for lhe big Spring Calendar
is February 1.
Please refer to previous listings for
style and content.
Mail Lo:
Calendar Editor Scott Greenstreet
84 Crescent Street
Franklin, MA 02038-I 929
Phone: 508-520-7641

When your mailing
address changes •..
please notify us promptly.
The Post Office
does not advise us.
Write: AncientTimes
P.O. Box 525
lvoryton, CT 06442-0525

CALENDARJAN1997-SEPT1997
January 11 EAST GREENBUSH, NY
20th Annual Holly Jolly. Sponsored by
the Spirit of '76 - E. Greenbush at Genet
School. Parade held regardless of
weather. Hol meal will be served.
Contact: Charlie Alonge, Jr. 518-7663085 or JoAnn Walsh 518-477-4638.
January 2S WESTBROOK, CT
Annual Jam Session/Fund Raiser for
Martin D. Andrews Memorial
Scholarship. Westbrook VFW. 4:00 p.m.
to midnight Refreshments available.
Raffle. Adult donation: $5.00. Juniors:
$3.00. Contact: Mickey Andrews
860-585-8456. Peter Andrews
860-673-2929.

February 1 THE ANCIENT TIMES
Spring Issue Deadline. Send all material
to: the Ancient Times, P.O. Box 525,
Ivoryton, CT 06442-0525. To discuss
story ideas call BilJ Pace 860-526-3436.

February 2 ARLINGTON, MA
6th Annual Midwinter Madness Jam.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Menotomy Minute Men, K of C Hall,
Arlington Center, same as last year.
Admission Free. I-95 to Rt. 2, east to
Rt 60, left toward Arlington. Bill
Mahoney, 57 Aerial St., Arlington, MA
02174. 617-648-1720 or Maryanne
Masterson 508-858-0994.
February IS IVORYTON, CT
Business meeting. The Company of
Fifers & Drummers, Inc. 62 N. Main
St., Headquarters/Museum. Start 1:00
p.m. Jollification follows if time
permits. Contact Sandy Bidwell 860742-9235.

March 8 PALM BAY, FL
Annual traditional Muster. "Muster
Among the Palms". Parade 12:00 noon.
Muster follows. Jam Session, Muster
meal. Ed Sweeney, P.O. Box 500792,
Malabar, A.. 32950-0792. 407-724-2340.

April S ALBANY, NY
Third Annual No Foolin' Jam Session

hosted by Adamsville Ancients.
Hibernian Center, 91 Quail St., 1-6
p.m. Complimentary food and
beverages. All are invited. Directions
and information on request. Please
contact: Jim Willey, P.O. Box 521,
Delmar, NY 12054-0521. 518-439-8727.

April 19 IVORYTON, CT
Annual Meeting. The Company of
Fifers & Drummers, Inc.
Headquarters/Museum. 62 N. Main St.
Start I :00 p.m. Jollification follows.
Contact: Patricia Honon 301-2610360. Sandy Bidwell 860-742-9235.
Museum 860-767-2237.

May 16--17 MILLBROOK, NY
Annual Muster. Sponsored by the
Fusileers FDC. Fri. evening Tanoo
7:00 p.m. Sat. muster 2:00 p.m.
Torchlight parade follows. Camping
available. Contact: Christine Fandel
914-677-5637 or Jim McMorris
914-297-4615.

May 17-18 ST. CHARLES, MO.
Annual Lewis and Clark Heritage
Days Muster hosted by Lewis and
Clark FDC. Frontier Park, next 10
Missouri River. Muster, parade,
massed bands, jam session. Meals
provided. Primitive camping available.
Contact: Bill Brecht, 805 Longview
Dr., St. Charles, MO 63301.
314-723-7915.

June 7 WAREHOUSE POINT, CT
2nd Annual Muster. Sponsored by the
8th CT Regt. and the Warehouse Point
Jr. FDC. Parade 12:00 noon. Muster
and jam session to follow. First 25
responses will be accepted. Historical
encampments and sutlers welcome day
of muster. Contact: Steve Niemitz
860-745-0745.
June 20-21 BRUGG/WINDISCH

SWITZERLAND
Second International Muster hosted by
Swiss Colonials FDC. Parade at Brugg
and Muster in old Roman theatre at
Windisch on Sat. Special appearance
in Basle on Fri. For more information
write Roger Franz, Birkenstrasse 5/B,
Ch-544 Fislisbach, Switzerland. For
travel arrangements contact Sprance
Travel Services 718-497-6420.

July 18-19 DEEP RIVER, CT
Deep River Ancient Muster. Fri.
evening Tattoo. Sat. open Muster.
Contact: Deep River Drum Corps, P.O.
Box 135, Deep River, CT 06417.

July 26 COLCHESTER, CT
Annual Muster. Co-sponsored by CT
Valley FM and Colchester Historical
Society. Parade 12:00 noon. Muster
follows. Craft show w/free admission
to Muster participants. Open Muster.
Contact Dave Pear 860-267-215-1 or
Rita Clark 860-267-2640.
July 26 MONROE, NY
Civil War Troopers 4th Annual Living
History Muster at historic village.
Parade 12:00 noon followed by Muster
and jollification. Exhibits and
demonstrations of trades, industries
and crafts of 19th century life.
Camping available. By invitation only.
Contact Vin Czepiel 914-565-8416, 14
Taft Ave., Newburgh, NY 12550 or via
the Internet at cwtroopers@juno.com.

August 17 WARREN, RI
Muster sponsored by the Federal
Blues, RJ.M. Burr's Hill Park. Parade
and Muster. Colonial craft fair.
Camping available. Contact: Federal
Blaues RIM, 50 Patterson Avenue,
Warren, RI 02885. 401-434-6992.
August 22-23 WESTBROOK, CT
38TH Annual Westbrook Muster. Fri.
Tattoo. Parade 11 :00 a.m. ~at.
Invitation only. Contact: Dodie ·
McGrath, 1146 Old Clinton Road,
Westbrook, CT 06498. 860-399-6436.

July 8 IVORYTON, CT
Ninth Annual Summer Concert Series,
Headquarters/Museum grounds. 62
North Main St., 7:30-8:30 p.rn. Two or
more Ancient FDC's presenting music
programs every Tues. night through
Aug. 19. Contact: Cap Corduan 860449-8646. Museum: 860-767-2237.

September 6--7 MARLBOROUGH, CT

AncientTimes
P.O. Box 525

AnnuaJ Muster sponsored by the
Marlborough Jr. Ancient FDC. Parade
with Muster following. Camping
available. Contact: Rich Crowley
860-295-8827.
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