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1981 DEEP RIVER MUSTER 
"BEST IN YEARS" SAY ANCIENTS 

by Bill Pace 
"A really great day ... you can't beat 

the grandaddy of 'em a ll", these were 
the kinds of comments heard 'round 
the circle of friendship following this 
year's version of the " largest gathering 
of Ancients in the nation" on Saturday 
a fternoon July 18, 1981 in Deep River, 
Connecticut. 

Miss ing from the Friday evening 
pre-Muster festivities were the non­
resident, non-Ancient motor cycle 
gangs that have sometimes plagued 
the Muster Committee and the An­
cients in the past..missing, too, on 
Muster Day itself were the dozens of 
hawkers selling everything from tin 
whistles to bubble gum that used to 
crowd the marchers and prevent the 
spectators from enjoying the parade. 
Working in cooperation with the DR 
A M Committee, Deep River's first 
selectman pushed through a town 
ordinance preventing the street ven­
dors from appearing on Muster Day. 

DRAM Chairperson Linda Chap­
man and a hard working committee of 
Deep River stalwarts like Steve Tav­
ernier, Roger and Jody Clark, John 
Goss, Jim LaMay, M. Desnoyers, De­
nise Ciastka, Sue Hueberger and DR 
AM Treasurer Ron Chapman made the 
1981 affair hnppf'n in OH· "i\,wi,•nl 

The DRAM parade was lead by the 
proud Deep River Sr.'s, who count the 
Muster as reunion day, as do many of 
the long active senior groups. Nat­
ura lly, the Deep River Jr.'s and the 
Tories followed the older host corps. 

The New York and New Jersey a reas 
were well represented by the New York 
Ancients, Mount Kisco, New J ersey 
Colonial Militia, Camden Continen­
tals, and others. Of course, Stony 
Creek, the Sailing Masters, Nayaug, 
Nathan Hale, Yalesville Sr.'s, Conn. 
Blues, and East Hampton were among 
the marchers, along with other every 
year attendees like Sudbury and the 
Kentish Guards. 

The championship Yalesville Jr. 
unit was on hand along with Moodus 
with their special sound; the Cogin­
chaug Ancients, the St. John's Colon­
ial Girls of Mass., and Lancraftand the 
Westbrook Drum Corps, which hosted 
its own very fine Muster in August of 
this year. 

Speaking for the Deep River muster 
Committee, Ron Chapman said that 
"we hope to continue the atmosphere 
and the good fellowship that prevailed 
this year, every year from now on.'' 
Write the date down, it's always the 
t hi rd Hnturcln,y in ,Jul.v, For 1982, llw 

Fall 1981 

22ND WESTBROOK MUSTER BLENDS 
SPECTACULAR MUSIC, ARDENT 

ANCIENT SPIRIT AND ALSO 
MELANCHOLY 

by P h il Truitt 

For half a decade I have been pass­
ing on to you the sheer spectacle of the 
Westbrook Muster and, folks, I am 
running out of s uperlatives. If you 
haven't been there by now you must 
have a very good reason far beyond 
any motivation I can generate in print. 
The l981 edition of this gala Ancient 
gathering took place on August 22nd 
and it contained more priceless mo­
ments than one has any right to ex­
pect .... some of which were very sad to 
witness. 

WARNING! 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
HAS EXPIRED 

If the code in the upper L.11. 
corner of your address is 

8-:J. 

lll•'.-SU BS(' lrnm 'l'OD/\ Y 

As I have said for many years, one 
cannot talk about highlights at this 
affair because there are so many it 
generally is not fair to single out any 
one corps. However, this was a very 
special occasion for the 14th Virginia 
Regiment from Charlottesville and 
this fine Ancient band more than made 
the most of it. The corps is disbanding 
this year after their final a ppearance 
at Yorktown and this was the last time 
they would be seen in Connecticut. 

Playing in a style and tempo that 
swept the crowd with its a ir of authen­
ticity, the Virginians were flawless !n 
their precision and overwhelming- 10 

the emotion their performance gen­
erated. So moving- was the music and 
the moment that the corp.s received a 
prolonged standing ovation from 
everyone that lasted " lmosl two min 
utcs. TL was ar, (:xpc•ric·nc•p lo r11nwmht•1· 
and as they mnrclu,d off I lw f'iPld to 
"YankN• I l,;odlc•" 11 l,p11• s pc•c•111 l I nhut;• 
to Connpc•l iC'u l /\.1w1c·nlt1). 111ar1 ,v n 11'111' 
WHH hrw•d11·d aNid,1 111 1h11 r11nl 11.ntwn 

that tht·.v wmdd 114•v1•r r1•tu, n 

Yid u11nlh111· 1111H h 11111111l11nC' hul v 



1wupl1• I h11I 11p1i,•1m•,I HI 1111' I ),,,.JI 1!1v,,r 
MuHtcr in the late 70's sometimes 
causing problems. As The Ancient 
Mariners Ken Dalling said, " it's nice to 
see everyone having such a good time, 
again, this is the way the Muster was 
in the 60's." A former fife sergeant of 
the now inactive Fairfield Fife & Drum 
Corps and the first temporary chair­
man of The Company of Fifers & 
Drummers, Dalling has been attend­
ing the DRAM for some 25 years. His 
present corps, the Mariners, again took 
the prize for most in line, with more 
than 60 uniformed men. 

COMMERCIALISM 
SPOILS YORKTOWN 

CELEBRATION 
by Moe Schoos 

As a participant in the battle and 
surrender ceremonies 25 years ago, 
Yorktown 1981 turned me off com· 
pletely. The Battleground took on the 
atmosphere of a giant carnival with 
concessionaires set up at every ten feet 
selling souvenirs and food at twice the 
going price. It was like a three ring 
circus with even ts going s imultan­
eously in different parts of town. It was 
impossible to see everything lhat was 
going on. Each day there were band 
concerts, dedications, exhibitions, 
mock battles and imprompt perfor­
mances by units who had been shutout 
by rules set by the Brigade of the 
American Revolution. The BAR was in 
control of a camp a rea where every• 
thing had to be to their specifications; 
your hair had to be the right length, no 
beards, no modern eyeglasses . One 
lady was kept out because of a small 
print on her skirt, she eventually 
borrowed a plain skirt so that she could 
be with her husband. The irony of this 
is that adjacent to the camp, modern 
weapons, tanks, helicopters, jet planes 
and modern warfare demonstrations 
were occuring daily. 

The bright spot in the celebration 
was that over two dozen Ancient corps 
were represented at Yorktown. Listed 
in various programs were the Matt· 
atuck Drum Band, the Colonial Navy 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Morris County Militia (above) and the 14th Virginia 
Regiment (below) announced at the Westbrook Muster that 
thf."y were disbanding this year. Always favorites, although 
the Morris County Militia always controversial, becuase of 
its repetoire and instrumentation the fine music and military 
precision of both units will be missed around the Muster 
circuit next year. Photos bv Mal Hinckley 

011 tlw1r momll_,, t'IH'dnn1 l11r Nhow nnrl 
aH they J,,n ont· ,·ould nut lwlp hut 1,,,,t 
what a shame it was that these skilled 
musicians would be leaving the An• 
cient scene forever. 

Such is the spirit this gathering 
generates that by early evening on 
Friday, the Muster field camping area 
was totally saturated with vehicles of 
every description. Thejolification went 
on well into the night and at its peak• 
featured several hundred Ancients in· 
its body. Sleep was rare due to the 
unique opportunity to renew old friend•· 
ships from all over the country ... plus 
the anticipation of what was to follow 
the next day. Notably present were the 
Queens from Oregon (who must be as 
Ancient as you can get), Rob and 
Ginny Stephanchick from out Ohio 
way (both former stalwarts of the 
Portland Junior Ancients) and many 
other old friends who make Westbrook 
their only visit to our parts each year. 
One simply cannot describe the pre­
vailing spirit in words, but just take it 
from me• one does not see it anywhere 
else! 

(Continued on page~) 

JAYBIRDS HAVE 
THEIR DAY 

After a week of rainy, cool and 
unsettled weather, the sun came out 
bright for the Sixth A,rnual Jaybirds 
Day held at Lancraft Hall in North 
Haven, Ct. on October 4. 

Jim Liguori of the Sailing Masters 
and Neil Chasney of Stony Creek were 
the Co-Chairmen for the event which 
brought out over 100 Jaybirds and 
their friends, ranging in age from 
approximately 3 to 89. 

After an afternoon of good Ancient 
fifing and drumming, fueled by free 
flowing beer and ale poured by Walter 
Power of Stony Creek, Eric Ek of tl1e 
Sailing Masters, Joe Patten of Lan• 
craft and Jim McEleney of the N. Y. 
Regimentals, the activities moved 
indoors for a fine buffet served by 
"Jaychicks" Lorraine Arnow of Mil• 
ford, Ronnie Daddario and Helen Nai• 
lor of Lancraft and Eleanor Schoos of 
the Kentish Guards. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Ancient Times 

Windsor Locks, Ct­

Hello There! 

Under "Editorial", page 2 of Vol. 
VIII-No. 2, July 1981, your Box no. is 
318. However on page 8, the same issue, 
for renewals the Box No. is 381--I only 
hope you receive this letter. 

I am to assume THE Ed Olsen is the 
Editor-Again above the editorial cor­
respondence should besentotBox 318-­
is there some message I cannot com­
prehend about money to a Box 381 so 
when I do not receive my copies, I will 
be told l sent the check to the wrong 
Box. 

I missed all you folks on July 18-I 
have my young new corps and so 
wished to have been there-I was quite 
ill, but I do declare I heard the fifes and 
drums from Deep River to Windsor 
Locks. 

In 1976 l paraded in my hometown 
for two blocks, l did not feel right, it 
was the Bicentennial Parade, I dropp­
ed out, got a ride in a convertible, made 
the parade. Wen t to the hospital a week 
later and had open heart surgery. In 
t he spring of '77 I was given a new 
young corps, I feel great.-----I am a 
Senior Citizen now, I retired September 
30 of this year and f' m sti ll active as I 
took a short timeout to repair what was 
wrong.---·-

-----! submit my $9.00 for three years. 
Of all the publications that. devot.e 
themselves to a personal and public 
theme, the Ancient. Times is written 
well and gives all the facts unbiased 
and clear. I enjoy it tl'emendously. 

Sincerely, 
Ralph W. McCombs 
37 Garry Road 
Windsor Locks, Ct. 06096 

As a point of interest, we Vermonters 
go wild when our Vt. units are mention­
ed, and enjoy keeping up on what other 
corps we see not so often as we'd like 
are doing. 

In the Ancient Spirit 
Debra Hodge 
Green Mt. Regiment 

Pasadena, Taxas 

Howdy' I'm still readin' my A.T. and 
trying to recruit for my little corps. 
Recruiting down here is tough , most 
people never heard of a fife or have 
even seen a Fife & Drum Corps. 

Anyway, we have some new folks 
that would like to subscribe to A.T. a nd 
I guess I better re-up too. 

You may want to inform your read­
ers that we are trying to form a corps 
down here, in case any are transferred 
to the Houston a rea by work. 

Den nis Heckathorne 
806 Richey 
Pasadena, Taxas 77506 

Win dsor Locks, Ct­

Dear Editor 

We would appreciate any space you 
could make available in your publi­
cation to our Corps. 

Like so many other corps we have 
had a very busy year -winding up with 
our sixth a nn ua l Muster held on Sept. 
12, 1981 on the histor ic Windsor Town 
Green, where militia mustered in the 
days of the Revolution. 

This year we were proud to host 16 
corps from Connecticut, Massachu­
setts, Vermont and Rhode Island. 
Honored guests included ou r State 
Governor, our Town Mayor, our State 
Representative and members of the 
Town Council. 

The Governor did us the honor of 
presenting our five year members wi th 
the t radition al pewter mug. We, in 
~urn,. presented the Governor with an 

FALL 1981 

WESTBROOK 
(Continued from Page I) 

The Old Guard had a new routine 
that was both visibly and musically 
spectacular and the a udience literally 
exploded when they were through. The 
Milford Volunteers, who drew the 
unenviable assignment of following 
the Fort Myers aggregation gave per­
haps their finest performance ever and 
drew equal accolades when they left. 
The featured J unior Colonials from 
Westbrook were in fine form . Buzz 
Olsen's Village Volunteers brough t the 
house down with their precision and 
fine arrangements as did the Kentish 
Guards from Rhode Island. 

The Ancient Mariners were at the 
peak of their emotion and talent buoy­
ed by members of the Swiss Mariners. 
The first appearance in the East by the 
fine Lewis & Clark F & D from Port­
land, Oregon (the Queen's latest trib­
ute to Ancientsville) was super to see 
and hear. Massachusetts' Hatfield 
Ancients, the Hanaford Volunteers 
(down from Vermont), the Yalesville 
Jr. Ancients, Stony Creek, Nathan 
Hale, Lancraft and Charles W. Dicker­
son all knocked your eyes out. But 
every corps did and a lways does here 
because this is the peak of the season 
that every unit points to. The Patow­
mack Ancients from Virginia were as 
lyrical as ever and the combined corps 
of Capt.. James Buxton and the Charl­
ton Militia put on as authentic a per­
formance as you could want to hear. 

The corps not mentioned herein 
deserve a better fate, but space just 
doesn 't a llow metogivel00%credits. If 
you play at Westbrook it is an honor, 
but just being there is something every 
Ancient should accaomplish. Some 46-
50 corps perfor med in the parade or on 
stand and the musicl recorded is better 
every time l play the tapes. Next year 
brothers a nd s isters, come armed with 
your own recorders because Westbrook 
produces music that you want to trea­
sure forever! 
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but I do know I look forward to every reuniting with old friends - burg, the Kentish Guards, The Paw-
issue! We are enclosing a copy of the print- tuxet, Rangers, Newark Powtomack 

ed prayer for your keeping (a copy of Ancients, and the Old Guard. Other 
which was presented to each marching corps seen around the area either in 

EDITORIAL 
Medals VS Musters 

Within the active drum corps 
community there is all too often a 
dichotomy in Ancient attitudes be• 
tween the traditional and competition 
style outlooks. Being fully forthright, 
we can understand and appreciate 
both sides of the fence. When one has a 
corps of outstanding musicians there 
must be new challenges and horizons 
to maintain interest and purpose. We 
all must address the problem of keep­
ing our best musicians satisfied while 
teaching the newcomers. Holding 
them back in their musical pursuits, 
while the rest of the corps catches up, is 
not a successful practice. Competition 
thus offers these advanced musicians 
the growth in which to expand their 
talent by playing with their peers and 
engaging in more difficult and sophis­
ticated music. It, then, is a natural 
stage in the growth of musicians who 
put a priority on increasing their skills. 

What is unfortunate is to see the 
younger corps bred from the start on 

the competition style. Very often the 
fun, friendship and historical signi­
figance of Ancient meaning is replaced 
by isolation, seJt:interest and a blind 
desire to accumulate medals. 'rhis is a 
sad and unnatural situation. Youth is a 
time for learning, new friendships and 
new experiences. The pressures and 
frustrations of the competition world 
can be very difficult for youngsters to 
absorb. They will get their fill of it in 
adult life. 

A smile on a youngster's face is 
worth far more than a medal on the 
chest and coldness in the heart. In 
areas where competition is more in­
tense and demanding, it would be nice 
to see the junior corps who compete 
open their door of philosophy and let 
more sunshine of fun and friendship 
with other corps into their world. We 
can live with both styles, but the An­
cient virtues should serve as a common 
bond for both sides to enjoy one a­
nother's companionship. Enough said 
for every corps is the captain of their 
own ship. 

BRITISH INVADE N.Y.C. 
New York City's Veteran Corps of 

Artillery FM presented the introduc­
tory exhibition, at Madison Square 
Garden, for The Coldstream Guards' 
Band and Royal Scots Dragoons' Pipe 
Band on Oct. 4th. Unfortunately for 
many of them this was the same date 
as Jaybird Day in North Haven. The 14 
man field music presented a 15 minute 
programme, in this their third such 
performance. 

At the Penn Plaza coktail party, 
afterwards, they met R.C. Austin 
Drum Major of the Coldstream Guards 
whom they found quite personable. 
He has 21 years of ser~ice and in­
dicated an interest in the American 

"Ancient-style" of drumming. A ru­
dimental snare drummer, he was par­
ticularly interested in discussions 
relative to American and Swiss ru­
diments. Doc Ferrante, who performed 
with the Field Music that day, has 
promised to send him COMPANY 
MUSIC BOOKS VOi. I and II. 

Doc advises that he will be in touch 
with OM Austin-following the Guar­
ds' tour in December and that an 
invitation was extended to visit "The 
Barracks" at Surrey, England. Doc 
continues, • "sure would like to get a 
group there some day. I'm sure we 
would all have a good time with such a 
'Down to Earth' Gentleman." 

member attending our Muster). uniforms or in their corps jackets were 
Thank you for any considerattion Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps, and 

you wish to extend our Corps. Westbrook. Musical organizations who 
took part in Rochambeau's March 

Sincerely, from Newport, R.I. to Yorktown in• 
R.E. McN ally, eluded musicians from Sudbury, Acton 
Archives Chairman Minutemen, Joshua Huddy, Taunton 
21 Lovell Avenue Minutemen, Col. Carpenter's and Hat• 
Windsor, Ct. 06095 field. Although these corps did not 

. JAYBRIDS 
(Continued from Pa.ic I ) 

Lou Lavassa acted as Master of 
Ceremonies and recognized Honorary 
Chairmen Harold Ek of the Sailing 
Masters and Charlie Fritsch of the 
Foot Guards for their years of ded· 
ication to fifing and drumming. Each 
were presented a Company Mug. 

The award for travelling the longest 
dista11ce went to Ken Schneider of the 
Sons of Liberty who came from North 
Carolina for the occasion. Oscar Olsen 
Ed's dad, formerly with the Bay Ridge 
Post American Legion Corps easily 
took the "Oldest Jaybird" award. 
"Pop" did his first parade, in Norway, 
in l905. 

Winners in the raffle drawing were 
Jack Leary, Nick Attanasio, Harold 
Baldwin, Roy Watrous, Gerry Attan· 
asio and John Bisson. 

While some went outside to resume 
the jollification, some stayed indoors to 
view a video tape of the 1978 National 
Muster, held at East Hampton, CT. 
The tape was provided by Moe Lanzi. 

With darkness setting in, the party 
broke up with all present looking 
forward to next year's Jaybird Day. 

1st CONVENTION 
OF 

THE COMPANY OF FIFERS 
AND 

DRUMMERS 
JUNE 25 thru 27, 1982 

PLAN NOW 

participate as a unit, they formed 
"French" units for the March. To those 
who went to Yorktown for the first 
time, it may have been a great show but 
for those who remember 1956, it was a 
bummer. 

Photo by Mal Hinckley 

Ancients Are 
Such Fun! 
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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS, WE PRINT. 
Do you suppose Old Saybrook's Bill 

Reid still has that picture of Nixon 
turned to the wall? You remember -
the one given him, by the Old Guard, 
back in the pre • Watergate days. 
Seemed a worthy presentation at the 
t ime but isn't it funny how old silver, 
and politicians, are so easily tarn­
ished? Incidentally, if Bill wants to get 
rid of that pie - Buzz Allen advises 
that his brother Stan, an avid darter, is 
very interested. Two of Stony Creek's 
wandering boys were back East, from 
California, at different intervals. Bill 
Ralston was in for the Deep River 
Ancient Muster and Jack Doyle almost 
made Jaybird Day (but his return 
flight left that afternoon.) Jim Kidd, 
formerly the power behind the Japan 
Mariners, is out of the Navy and has 
located in Canton, Ohio where he is in 
the process of starting an Ancient 
FDC. With local service organizations 
supporting him he should get some• 
thing going soon. 

Understand Scotty • Muster Aid . 
Greenstreet and Lancraft Fifer Leo 
Brennan are planning to open a school 
featuring driver safety a nd education. 
Incidentally - since the last St. Pat­
rick's Parade, Scott has been humming 
"Where has My Little Dog Gone."­
Ask him about it, when you see him. 

The venerable Old Mattatuck Drum 
Band has recently changed their char­
ter lo re11tl lhal IYH'mbera muHt attend 
1iv11 r,,lwnrHnlH 1111d or 1mr11d1•H or lw 
rlropJll'd fr11111 1111' ui'11v1• rnHll'r (wh it·h 
11u-huli•Jt ~mllP Hf1 1rn1HPH) 

years. Of course, there a re always 
those who march rain or shine •·· must 
never have been stationed in the Orient 
during the Monsoons. 

.J wonder if that Yorktown area 
motel survived the local Bicentennial 
doings? You know, the one that housed 
the N.J. Colonial Militia, Mattatuck 
and the Long Island Minute Men. 
There was no s leep for miles around. 
Seriously, however, it's good to learn 
that there were at least some genuine 
Ancient Corps down there. 

As the Ancient Mariners approached 
Lbe turn to Devitt Field, (It the DRAM, 
their ki lted Drum Major "Babe" Kelly 
started to falter and was led to Lhe 
sidelines and then to II nearby clinic 
where the doct<1r8 diagnosed his 
problem as a hcarL-atlack. Not so 
easily convinced, old Kelly bellowed 
a nd roared un ti! he was taken back to 
the field. He was afraid his corps would 
go on without him. 

Can you beat the N. J. Colonial 
Militia's Bicentennial • period record of 
appearances? Three hundred and 
thrity seven between April 19, 1975 and 
Oct. 19, 1981, with 96 turn-outs in 1976 
a lone. 

Straining for a bit of decent military 
music, and hoping that an Ancient 
ijurprise might saunter by-during one 
of the major televised parades - don't 
you wish those "celebrity" - announ­
c·t•rH would Hhut up, once in a while? 

SOUTHLAND ANCIENTS 
by ANN FEDER 

The John Hanson Patriots began 
their busy season with their popular 
Muster in Indian Head, Md. in April. 
Despite the chill wind, nearly 20 corps 
were in attendance, including such 
well-known Connecticut corps as West­
brook Drum Corps and Nutmeg Fife & 
Drum. The Patriots then began their 
own travels, to Newark, Del.; Delmar, 
NY; Huntington, Ct.; Califon, NJ; and 
across the river to the Patowmack 
Ancients' 5th Annual Picnic and Mini­
Muster. 

* *. 

The New Ark Colonial Fife & Drum 
Corps of Newark, Del. put on their first 
Muster in June. Camping was at a 
nearby State Park,and the Muster 1ield 
was at the University of Delaware. 
New Ark's publicity team must have 
been in high gear, because there was a 
very good turnout at the parade in a 
town that is not traditionally FDC 
territory. Paul Urbaniak and a ll the 
parents and members of the New Ark 
Colonials are to be congratulated on a 
very well-organized Muster--except for 
a little rain! However, their hospitality 
could not be faulted, as members of the 
Corps set up camp at the State park to 
be available if any of the guest corps 
needed anything, and just to get ac­
q uainted. This is a Muste,· that should 
get bigger every year. ... 

The 14th Virginia RegimentofChar­
lottesville, Va., traveled to Musters at 
lnclian IIMcl, Md.; Newark, !kl.: Fr·,,,. 
hold, N,J; and mad,, thi·ir firHI trip lo 
lh1• Wl'Hihrnnk n111Hft•r llllH VM•·. wl,,,,.., 
llwir oulHt11111l111 •huw ol hi.,. 1lru111• 

At Westbrook, the Old Guard Fife & 
Drum Corps, which drew one of its 
largest Muster crowds, announced 
they will finally be allowed to recruit 
women into its ranks. Okay, ladies, 
here's your chance! 

•• • 
The Patowmack Ancients had "old 

home week" at Westbrook, when they 
discovered that the Queen family, 
now the hub of the Lewis & Clark 
Ancients FDC of Portland, Or, had 
traveled 3,000 miles to surprise them, 
bringing with them two additional 
firers from their Corps. Lewis & Clark 
went on stand, borrowing the Pa­
towmack Ancients' Color Guard. 

Mary Willett and Tim Willett of the 
John Hanson Patriots helped out on 
fife and drum respectively, as did 
Johnny McGrath of the Patowmack 
Ancients on snare. Continuing a tra­
dition, Jennifer Queen accepted the 
muster ribbon for the Patowmack 
Ancients. In addition to traveling to 
Musters at Newark, Westbrook and 
Califon, and being featured corps at 
the Village Volunteers' 25th Anniver­
sary Muster, the Patowmack Ancients 
participated in a wreathlaying cere­
mony at the Tomb of the Unkown 
Soldier in Arlington National Ceme­
tary, with Drum Major Sabra Lee 
Feder assisting in laying the wreath. 
For many in the Corps, it was their first 
visit to this shrine, and they found the 
ceremony rather awe- inspiring, as 
visitors from other states and other 
lands observed the ceremony n lRIJ. ... 

Tlw O ld (:u11rd 1111cl A1·111v 1!11111! 
pr1,Hc1n l t•d tlw1r 1111110111 Tu,·l'1,J1t(hf 
1l1utoo 111 l lw h1uw of lhl' ,J11fl1ot·Ho11 
Mtimm1Jd In \VuJ'lhlllHluu, 1,c· j 1h 1M 

J11NIHu1 ,w 



w~•11 I, 1111t·ttl1'1, 111 11111 du11,:h , (\ ol 
111 N iJ lhun l11H hrollwr I 11n11·d up 111 
the Kast Greenwich, ILi. region and 
applied for membership in the Kentish 
Guards FDC. 

When former Bethpage (L. I.) 
drummer Ch uck Riley, (also a veteran 
of the Japan Mariners), was graduated 
at Pensacola's Naval Officers School, 
there was an extra added attraction for 
the assemblage- Chuck, directing the 
band. 

Well, for a change it looks as tho' 
we're getting through a season without 
a major washout. Thank the weather 
man for the drought - tho, we're sure, 
the farmers won't. Corps depending on 
parade revenues - and most do -
must have done better than in past 

DEEP RIVER 

INN 
You' re o stranger 

here but once! 

P HONE 526-3500 

Your hosts 
Bernie & Bridie McKeon 

188 Main St. 
Deep River, Ct. 

fnw11 (N ,J) lt fti ltut• 'l\n11u•d (o purity 
llw nnxiouH inlllruC'lor, by no le~s 11 

mentor thm1 "Jimmy Mac" himself, 
Frank's solicitous reply was, "What 
took you so long. I expected th is call 
three hours ago". 

With Ex-Company Sutler Leo Bren• 
nan's sister, Helen, wedding Company 
President Eldrick Arsenau lt makes 
one wonder whether we'll be required 
to address him as "Bonnie Prince Leo". 

Delicate rhythmic patterns notwith­
standing, most drummers must se· 
cretly harbor a hankering for the mag· 
nificent volume of a Mattatuck Drum 
Band. Not your line? Then watch the 
action next time your corps marches 
through a tunnel, or under a bridge. Do 
the percussionists relax and take _ ~l 
easy? Not a bit. Instead, they lay on 
with such ear-shattering vengance 
that they seem determined to bring the 
edifice crashing down around their 
heads. • •• 

Lancraft's Toastmaster General, 
F.X.O'Connell, reports that upon de­
barkation in Portugal - during his 
"annual trip" - he was met by an 
English • speaking driver. "Spoke 
Engl ish alright, the only thing he 
knew was "Beautiful, Beautiful!" 

Seems Lodi Don Mike Chiodo had 
another disagreement with a contest 
judge. "He gave a green-horn fifer98%. 
How can I tell that kid to practice?" 

Allen Benson, drummer with the 
USMA Band at West Point, is busily 
preparing a critical edition of Irving 
Block's works for the snare d rum. 

No longer is Lou Lavassa (Stony 
Creek's head clam) restricted as to 
uniform decoration. On rainy days he 
removes the pompon, from its tricorne 
socket, and insta lls a medium-sized 
umbrella. 

J AYBIRDS R E VIS ITE D:Since 
they say Providence takes care of fools 
and drunks, the attendees at the Oct. 
4th Jaybird gathering must have 
fallen somewhere in between, for the 
weather was perfect, the crowd en-

·' 

I lnf!U<•, IH d1Hh11111l111f! ultN 1l11, V11'iurv 
ut Yorktown ,·,•l<'lm1!11rn. It iH lo ,;,, 
hoped that this sharp unit will regroup 
and be back in action in the not-too­
distant future. 

-. ~-
' 

~ r 
-<-"' ~-<,~, 

.... ,..,,_ .. °"' 
¾-

ii 

""·'' 1111{lil• 11 y .. u, <',1111 '" 11l111111111u 11 
lri1> rwxl Sumnwr tu th,• N1d1011 'M 
Capital, you should muku it n pmnt to 
attend this splendid pageant on the 
banks of the Tidal Basin. 

POWTOMACK ANCIENTS-WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY 
PARADE. ALEXANDRIA VA. Photo by 111111. ;·,<ier 

thusiastic and the "music" contin uous. 
F irst-timer Jim Edington, fresh from 
the Bron-ex, convinced those within 
hearing d istance that "he'll never 
change" by playing the curmudgeon 
role to the hilt. Next day he admitted 
that he had actually enjoyed himself. 
Ex Kirk Drum-Champ Eric Perriloux 
being regaled with the news that "Our 
line is working, and we're going to play 
your composition 'Redigan's Rattler.'" 
"Oh really," he replied, "I couldn't 
even play it when I wroteit.''They were 
mostly all there, with the exception of 
Germantown's Swampy Bird, "He's 
waitin' 'til next year, when he's 60, and 
can go for nothin ." Send your con• 
tributions to the poor old fellow. He 
might need gas money. 

Financial Planning 
and Personal Service 

X1,na1<e .fi1.MVJ«M1ce I NC. 

est. 1955 

ALL TYPES OF 
INSURANCE 

959 Boston Post Road 
Madison. Connecticut 

245-7327 
NEW HAVEN PHONE 624-8509 

Representing Leading Stock 
and Mutual Companies 
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1981 IN-REVIEW 
LOYALTY DAY 

THE SGT. BISSELL FDC. 
of Windaor, Ct. in the fore­

. front of the VFW'a Annual 
_ Loyalty Day Parade held, 

thia year, at Middletown, 
Conn. on May 3rd. 

To the right we aee the 
Waahington Trail Guarda 
from Durham. 

Neither Rain n.or .. Ensconc­
ed in his modern plast ic 
cocoon, S tuny Creek 's Lou 
l.iauassa prepc1r es to {ewe 
the elements at the Uniuer­
,9ily o f Connecticut 1s Cen­
tennial Para.de . 

FAL 

Lafayette, Indian's 
their authentic 1 Bt 
they memorialize 
traditions enjoyed 
Photo courtesy Henry Ford muse 

St. Lucy's-Newark New Jersey's new 
est Jr. Ancient Corps-makes its debut i 
that city's Columbus Day Parade. Spon 
sored by St. Lucy's school, the corps 
instructors include Mike Chioda an 



Two of the more popular Junior Ancients appearing at the Big Loyalty Day 
March were The Col. John Chester FDC, of Wethersfield, and Middlefield. 
Durham's Coginchaug FDC. 

GASPEE DAY PARADE ... 

BACK IN FIGHTING TRIM - The Wild Co­
lonial Boys, from Norwood, Mass, tread the 
asphalt at Warwick's big Gaspee Days parade 
on June 13th. 

Another popular old Ancient Corps 
is seen below-The Westbrook 
Drum Corps. Under the supervis­
ion of Drum Sgt. Dave Clark, 
(who's been with them since their 
organization in 1910-according to 
Muster announcer Bill Reid). 

l,ook. out Duk.e, He's sneah­
ing up on you. Two thirds of 
THE COMPA"NY'S Music 
Commitee's "Big Three", 
Duhe Terreri and Mihe 
Chiodo, give their all at a 
recent New Jersey uollifi­
catio11 . 

'' '!i,J; 
~ I ""jf, 

·;,1- _)f· 
#, •• 

, 

The Boys in Blu 
dangdest places. 
Jersey Infantry, o 
N.J., at the Mom 
pi,ng Mall. 
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Tippecanoe Ancients appear in 
i Century French uni{ orms as 
he historic Franco-American 
,y their section of the country. 
an. Dearborn. Michinan. 

Hands Across The Sea. The Chatham Marine Cadets Fife and Drum 
Band of Kent, England, pose at the Chatham Naval Dockyard. The 
civilian in the center is their music instructor, Band Master C. 
Guiver. The officer to his right is Lt. Bill Hoadley, Commanding 
Officer of the 125 Member Cadet Unit. Photo Ron DaSllua 
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LANCRAFT OLD TIMERS NIGHT 



MarinersAll!Switzerland,America ... JimSmith,founderofthejapan 
Mariners of Yokosuka and now back stateside with The Common­
wealth FDC of Pittsburgh; Freddy Bruder, Commodore of the Basel­
based Swiss Mariners and Carl Balestracci of The Ancient Mariners, 
Conn., compare notes--and moustaches--at the Aug. 22, Westbrook 
Ancient Muster. 

show up at the 
Th"e 14th New 
Point Pleasant, 
uth, N.J., Shop-

l'HOTO IW l)A S Ii.VA 

One of tlu» t:Orps to f;urvil'e th eir Hi­
c<1nten11ia/ inception is the Janes,,ille 
fo'l)C of Jo11es,•ille. \Vise. Bob IVillioms. 
<1ncl his youn,: Clu,rpes, are one of ti,,, 
t1H>r,, popu/a,- para<IC' units in th,, .~lid• 
1r.-.,1. 

Seen at a taping session of 
the Ancient Mariners' rec­
ord, are English Chantey­
man Cliff Haslam playing 
concertina and Bass Drum­
mer Bob McGowan with Gui­
tar. 

Shades of THE 20th FLEET. Al Christian and cousin 
Art Gomperts replay the days of their youth when, in 
white sailor suits, their Bridgeport based FDB Corps 
drummed head to head with the best the Ancients had 
to offer. Tho' Rod drums might be expected to bring 
side-long glances at such a gathering, these two were 
accepted. They were as old as the players-and that's 
Ancient! 

Brand-X editor, Benny Antonelli croons a Neapolitan 
ballad, to Conn. Blues drummer Paul Cormier who is 
probably wondering just when Lancraft started 
acknowledging the existence of trumpet players. 
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Those 
Wedding Bells ... 

Had the instruments been broken 
out, they should certainly have had a 
most interesting corps at the April 4th 
Patty, (nee Leary), and John, (nee 
Mumford), Benoi t nuptials •····For 
there were more corps people there 
than the law should allow. 

Taking place at St. Anthony's 
Church in Prospect, Ct., the wedding 
involved two drum corps families. 
Patty, prize winning fifer with the 

PAT & MUMFORD BENOIT 
IN THEIR TRA YELLING 

CLOTHES 

Conn. Blues had little chance of 
changing a musical course set early­
on, by her father, Jack - now a regular 
on the "Old Timer Circut" and for­
merly drummer with Waterbury's East 
End Community Club - and by her 



r----,-....................... ..,,..--,--r-:::~ --~r~~--"""s!v:~----s:::s;:----..... ..--u :-;;;rl:;i;,quA<ccn;:I.'"--====,.._~brid;;-;~;;;-;;b~~~T.lp;:i:'--"""" .... ""I 

Tom, Richard and Jimmy - two of 

-- MATERI ALS--­
o/32.." LvArt pl y u)oc,d. 
1;i, "'1/8 • Leolh<n· s l:r~p 
5/a "Co1non tvira. na.i Is 
Elrners G-lue 
2.· Cl11a.r Firrin9 
2. Copp~r n<1..i ls't..Burrs 

' ' - - "1 
1 txt<mcl lalerally 

-----
I for 2. fife., 
I 

.J 

AcH ctl>.Stred 
(o\or tA,Sset 

COMP ANY MUSIC BOOKS AVAILABLE 

THE CAMP DUTY 
In July 1980 T he Company pub• 

lished the Camp Duty book (66 pages) 
and a 90 minute cassette tape that 
accompanies a ll the music. 

There has not been much publicity 
on thjs, and availability was limited to 
only three Musters. However, THE 
COMPANY) is now making the book 
and tape available ty mail. 

The Camp Duty is an in tegral part of 
fife and drum history. The music was 
used by the services in camp life until 
the latter part of the 19th Century. 
There is music for Reveille, Afternoon 
Duty, and Tatoo in addition to music 
and drum parts for marches, burials 
salutes, parleys etc. Many drum corps 

played the duty until recent years. It is 
music one can say is "Ancient". 

There were changes in the music 
through such a long period and thus 
the book contains three different 
versions • The Ashworth • Bruce and 
Emmett · and Strubbe books. 

The book and tape are sold together 
for $8.00 plus postage. 

VOL.II MUSIC BOOK 
Reprint Available 

Good news for fifers and drummers 
was announced recently by the Music 
Committee of THE COMPANY which 
said that the popular and previously 
out-of-print Music Book Volume II is 
available, once again. 

Reprinted by popular demand, the 
248 page book includes 146 fife tunes, 
118 drum beats indexed to compatible 
fife tunes and severa l pages of ino­
vative drum beats, including Swiss­
style rudiments! patterns and 40 drum 
solos. Featured in the drumming 
section are two selections for drum 
quartet, two drum quartet arrange­
ments, nine Swiss-s tyle drum beats to 
specific fife tunes, and one F rench­
style rudimental dr umming arrange­
ment. 

Among the fife tunes a re several 
with two, three, and even four part 
harmony. 

Priced at only $7.00, the reprinted 
Music Book, Volume II, is one of the 
best values. It is the basic companion 
piece to Volume I and is a " must" for 

whom traveled the Old Guard route 
with John and most of whom now play 
with the A. Mariners). John, or "Mum-
ford", as he's known to friends and 
admirers, plays with and instructs the 
Conn. Blues' Fife Line, when not try-
ing to ca tch up with his father Rollin, 
who is a "harpoonist" with the afore-
said Mariners . Mumford ' s mother. 
Terry, just stands off in the distance 
trying to look as if she had never met 
any of them. 

In the audience- no, make that con­
gregation - were familiar faces from 
the Capt. Buxton FDC (the Benoit's 
seminal corps), The Blues, The late Our 
Lady of Sorrows FDC, The late Strat­
ford A.L. Conn. Yankees, The Stur­
bridge Martial Band and, naturally, 

1'he Ancient Mariners. 

fifers and drummers who not only 
desire to learn new music but want the 
mos t complete reference of Ancient 
tunes available. 

MUSIC BOOK - - - - - -

Price: $7.00 ea. 

Postage: $0.80 ea. if mailed in 
continental United States. 

To order either book, send check 
or money order-no cash- make 
out to The Company of Fifers & 
Drummers to: 

Mr. Alfred Terreri 
228 Parker Street 
Neward, N. J . 07104 
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NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 

PLANNED FOR 
1982 

Bill Alexander, Chairman of the 
Company of Fifers and Drummers 
National Convention announces that 
plans are well under way for the event 
which will be held in northern Ver­
mont on June 25, 26, and 27, 1982. 

Activities will begin at noon on 
Friday the 25th with registration and 
room assi1n1ments. A socia l and jol· 
lification scheduled for the evening. 

On Saturday the ceremonies will 
open with b r eakfast and speakers. 
There will be special interest discus­
sion groups, corps displays and picture 
presentations. During the afternoon 
there will be a genera l discussion with 
the topic "Aims and Goals of The 
Company". A dinner and dance will 
round out the evening activities. 

Sunday will allow for church ser• 
vices and t he convention will close 
with a Jollification. 

T here are no plans for musical work· 
shops. T he convention is open to all 
Company members and guests. The 
weekend will allow the opportunity for 
meeting your friends off the Muster 
field and at the same time participate 
in a n Ancient weekend. 

For general information about hotel, 
dining facilities and camping, yes, 
there will be camping for those who do 
not want to go thru the expense of hotel 
rooms, contact Bill Alexander, Con· 
vention Chairman, 14 Ladd Road, 
Ell ington, CT 06029. Telephone AC 
203-875-77 48. 

The Ancient Times 

THE 
MAINE MAIL 

I wish to thank The Company of 
F ifers and Drummers for their recent 
notice from the Music Committee. I will 
notify all the people I am in touch with 
about the possible re-issue of Vols. l & 
Il, the compilation of a Vol. lll and the 
Camp Duty tape and book offer. These 
a re all excellent tools for us musicians. 
as you well know. 

I have fifed for six years now, having 
begun my s hort career in Castine, 
Maine, on a foggy midnight in August, 
at which time [ was nearly arrested by 
the county sheriff for disturbing the 
peace. That story has already been 
related in the Times, some years ago. I 
am now taking up the drum, much to 
the consternation of my fellow militia. 
l have had a drum for four years, and 
used it merely to keep a beat when we 
lost our drummer to another group. 
Finally, I met a talented woman who 
lives only 30 miles away in Por tland, 
during the ill-fated Penobscot Ex­
pedition, a nd began getting some 
instruction from her last winter. I 

progressed to the point where I could 
play a few beats and struggle through 
"Connecticut Halftime" with only one 
or two stops. 

My new debut happened last sum­
mer at the Fourth of July parade in 
Bucksport, Maine. I drummed through 
the parade, being the only drummer, 
a nd our captain did not complain when 
we got done! I guess l must have 
impro"ed. 

This Christmas I received a drum 
practice pad and stand, so I can take 
my drumming more seriously. l don't 
anticipate becoming a virtuoso on the 
drum, but hope I become comfortable 
with it. 

Finding people to practice with, and 
really learn, remains a d ilemma. Even 
Sandy Philbrook, my Portland friend, 
seems awfully far away when I have no 
gas money or there is a howling bl iz• 
zard outside. I finally came up with the 
bright idea that l should have had 
months or years ago. 

ALONG THE FRONTIER 
by BILL BAUGH 

We now have s ixteen corps between 
Minn., Wi~,· .. lnrli11n11, Mi<'hi1e11n, Ohio 
1111d 1'1ttHl111,·uh, 1'11 1 w1Hh I ,•uulcl ""Y 

cd? It seems to me they should. 
I 1-(tl<'HM 1 qU<'Htion, sonwwhnt, I.hi· 

fl1HHOII for H w11Hlt•rn l{l'OUJ), if' uol I IH• 
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I learned to play fife by listening to 
tapes l made at Musters (I still listen to 
the 1976 Sudbury Muster) and refer· 
ring to the wri tten music to clarify runs 
and trills-. Why not do the same with 
the drum? I dug out my Muster tapes 
and listened to them, writing down the 
names of the tunes and finding the 
accompanying drum beats in Book I or 
Book 11, then replaying the tapes and 
playing with them, studying the print• 
ed music at the same time. 

Maybe this method, awkward as it is, 
will be of use to other isolated drum· 
mers, or fifers, who a lso have difficulty 
reading music. 

Of interest is the comment made by a 
friend of mine th is summer when I told 
him about Musters and fife and drum 
music. "How can you have a 'jam 
session' without saxophones?'' Jam 
on, o drummers' 0 fifers! 

A veteran of Connecticut's Marquis 
of Granby FDC now l ives and works 
within a few blocks of where I work. 
David Short, snare drummer, is em· 
ployed a t the Maine Maritime Museum 
and its associated branches, restoring­
old sailing vessels and building new 
ones. He is currently working on the 
Bowdoin, the Artie exploring vessel, 
and wi ll be dispatched to Rockland for 
two weeks to work on a new schooner 
on the ways. David has joined Mc 
Cobb's Company on occasion this past 
year and his drumming has been much 
appreciated. 

I loved the Deep River Ancient Mus• 
ter, my first, keep it going forever. 

Sally Moroni:: 
Mc Cobb's Co. of Militia 

and Maine Vol. Militia Council 



this as our problem. Twelve years ago 
there were none • not bad, better than 
one a year and I would guess the 
growth will increase at a faster pace. I 
am also aware that the growth is not 
limited to the Great Lakes region so I 
wonder what the thoughts and con• 
siderations of THE COMPANY are, 
with regards to its role in the develop­
ment of a growing, spreading fami ly. 

I recall the early days for Tippecanoe 
coming east, and people falling over 
themselves in our behalf simply be­
cause it was like discoverinA" a rare 
bear from high up in some remote 
mountains. I'm wondering, would 
THE COMPANY perceive a challenge 
should a western division be establish-

pecanoe would rather come,occasion• 
ally, to the headwaters of it all than 
stomp around some little medieval 
thraloom out here. I believe all corps 
should go east. It would be nice if there 
was a National Headquarters, Muster 
Grounds and a nice, shaded, New 
England town to put it all in. 

Anyway, I see the Revolutionary 
Folks with their Continental Lines, 
BARs, NWT As and Western Divisions, 
H seems to me they all want their own 
pit to hiss in, and have never amounted 
to a great deal. As a result, they are 
looking at their sunset. 

I hope this will never happen with 
THE COMPANY of FI FERS AND 
DRUMMERS. 

Life, Health, Disability Group Insurance 
Annuities, Pension Plans 

Personal and Business Insurance 
Members, Million Dollar Round Table 

Members, National Association of Life Underwriters 

NEIL 0' BRIEN 

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

II 40 West High Street 
East Hampton, Ct. 06424 

Bus: 267-8250 & 278-3930 
Res: 267-9742 

c::: 

SPIRIT OF '76, N. Y. PERFORMS IN WASHINGTON 
The Spirit of '76 Fyfe & Drum Corps from East G,·eenbush , N . Y., 

under the direction of Drum Major Charlie Alonge, Jr. , wer e recently 
invited by Congressma.n Jerry Solomon to perform on the steps o f ou:· 
Nation's Capitol. The local group journeyed to Washington by cha, ter 
bus. During the two days there, th ey attended the "Spirit of Americci" 
pageant presented by the Third U.S. Infantry "The Old Guard" in 
Landover, Maryl<ind. Two members of the local corp s, Charlie Alonge 
lll, and Ted Krucz Kawski, are now performing with the "Old Guard 
Fife & Drum Corps" which w as featured in the production which is the 
largest of its hind involuing over 500 military personnel of the Third 
U.S. Infantry stationed at Fort Myer. 

NOW IT'S EVEN EASIER 
TO OWN THE COOPERMAN 

DRUM YOU'VE ALWAYS 
WANTED. 

master charge 
••• ••••••••• c••• 

I 

MAIN STREET - CENTERBROOK, CT. 06409 
(203) 767-1779 

QUALITY AND SERVICE FOR OVER 20 YEARS. 



Vol 8 No 3 Page 8

PAGES 1fu> 11nci r nl 'flmes FALL 1981 

CAPTAIN JINKS 
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TUNES FROM HISTORY 

by Jerry Heerman's 

Origionally the title of a comic opera, 
"Capta in J inks of the Horse Marines" 
is based on an old play by Clude Fitch. 
This writer has not been able to come 
up with an exact date of origin, how­
ever, a possible clue comes from the 
title page of "Winner's New School for 
the Fife", published in Boston by 
Oliver Ditson & Co .. 1870. Additional 
information from the title page an­
nounces that" ... more than 150operatic 

and popular airs are added, forming a 
complete collection of the Best Mel­
odies of the Day." The tune as shown 
here is reproduced from th is book. 

Only one other fife book is known to 
this writer to have the music for "Cap­
tain Junks", this being "The Fifer's 
Delight" by Ralph Sweet. On a re• 
cording, the tune can be heard on 
Columbia A2592 as part of a fife, drum 
& bugle medley, which was recorded in 
J 917. More recently (1977) the complete 
opera was recorded and released by 
RCA Records. 

JUNIOR COLONIALS MARK 
20 ACTIVE YEARS 

The Jr. Colonia ls of Westbrook were 
the feature corps at the 1981 Westbrook 
Muster in August, highlighting their 
20th continuously active year. Only 
the Deep River, Jr. and Col. Joh n 
Chester Junior units are older than the 
Jr. Colonials, among Connecticut juni­
or Ancients. 

Organized by J<' r. Kenneth Kinner, 
first chaplain of THE COMPANY, and 
a snare drummer, the Jr. Colonials 
,were assisted in their early years by 
Dave Clark, now drum sergeant of the 
Westbrook Drum Corps and one of the 

during the Bicentennial years. Buzz 
Allen is a former presidentoflhcgroup 
and the late first chairman of the 
Ancients F'und, Dick Higi:ins, was also 
active in corps management. Five 
Higgins youngsters have played with 
the Jr. Colonials, and the Rochette 
family of Old Saybrook is still active in 
the corps. 

The Jr. Colonials won the Hudson 
Valley Drum Corps Association jr. 
Ancient crown in the late 1970's and 
several_ individual performers won 

REGIONAL MEETING HELD 
IN SOUTH WITH 

FERRANTE PRESIDING 
Eleven member corps of THE 

COMPANY meet in a region,il dis­
cussion session and general business 
meeting this spring al Indian Head, 
Maryland. Second Vice President of 
THE COMPANY Art "Doc" Ferrante 
served as chairman, giving II short 
history of THE COMPANY and out­
lining the major responsibi lities of 
several of the major committees. 

Ferrante explained that THE COM­
PANY is investigating the establish­
ment of a program of achievement 
awards for young fifers and drummers. 
After a lengthy discussion, Ferrante 
said that he would relay all suggest­
ions to the Company's Executive Co­
miltee. 

Bob Painter raised questions about 
instrumentation of Ancient corps and 
asked for a clarification or definition of 
"Ancient" from THE COMPANY. 

Ferrante explained that all corps 
accepted for membership meet the 
criteria of the various categories and 
that every effort is made by the Exe­
cutive Committee to see that any corps 
accepted for membership is generally 
acceptable to the membership at large. 
Ferrante said "The Company is not a 
police force and cannot dictate to a host 
corps who may attend Musters". 

Corps in attendance included An­
drew Lewis Volun teers, West Virginia; 
Colonia l Musketeers, Colonial Militia, 
and Joshua Huddy from New Jersey; 
14th Virginia Regiment, New Ark, 
Del., Dorsey Co. 1st. Conti. Artillery, 

Patowmack Ancients, Va., Nutmeg 
Volunteers, Ct., and Village Volun­
teers and Yankee TunesmHhs, New 
York. 

Ferrante outlined plans for the Na­
tional Convention to be held in Ver­
mont in June of 1982. He said the 
convention will feature exhibits and 
displays, demonstration of various fife 
and drum styles, discussions on corps 
administration and Muster Aid, a 
dinner dance and tours of the country­
side. 

Discussing regionalization, Fer• 
rante said that th~ biggest benefit 
would be tho opportunity for more 
corps lo participate in a dialogue with 
officers ofTIIE COMPANY. 

Before closing the discussion, Fer­
ranto thanked Mrs. Osborne of the 
New Ark Corps who served as Sec­
retary. A complete set of minutes is on 
file in the office of the Secretary ofTHE 
COMPANY. 

SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE ANCIENT TIMES 

1 YR. $4.00 
2 YRS. $7.00 
3 YRS. $9.00 
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respectively. T hus began a tradition 
which con tinues, today, of the J r . 
Colonials instructors coming from the 
ranks of the Ancien t Mariners. Current 
insturctors are Ed Clasey, fife, and Ken 
Lemley, drum. 

One of the first eastern seaboard 
corps to travel to the Dearborn, Mich­
igan Muster, the Jr. Colonials were one 
of the most active Connecticut groups 

ago. 

The 1981 season has seen the J r. 
Colonials at several Connecticut pa­
rades and Musters, including the East 
Hampton Old Home Day Celebra tion 
of J uly 11. 

P resident of the J r. Colonia ls is Mrs. 
Frances Strukus of Deep River. Don 
Young is the curren t business manager 
for the corps. 

The Junior Colonials at the 1979 Westbrook Muster with Judy 
Rochette making a guest appearance as Drum Major. Today, as 
Mrs . Pape, Judy is Drum Major of the Conn. Blues as well as 
curculation manager of The Ancient Times. 

c•~~~ 
FLOYD and MARGARET DEMPSEY 
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The Colonial FDC, of Alton, Illinois, helping to spread 
the .Ancient sounds to areas as yet untouched by our 
traditional music. 
Photo courtesy of The Her,ry Ford Museum, Dearborn, Michi 

TheAndrew LewisVolunteersFifeand Drum Corps at the John Hanson's 
Patriots Muster in Indian head Mary land. 

ANDREW LEWIS VOLUNTEERS 
DAZZELS THEM IN WEST VIRGINIA 

Playing before the grandstand 
crowd on opening day of the State Fair 
of West Virgin ia were members of the 
Andrew Lewis Volunteers Fife and 
Drum Corps, a special in terest4H Club 
from Williamsburg, West Virginia. The 
Corps is under the direction of Howard 
L. Schoonmaker. 

Carrying an American Flag with 13 
stars which was donated to the young 
musicians by The Daughters of the 

American Revolution, the unit also 
boasts a state flag donated by Sec­
retary of State A. James Machin. 

The only West Virginia Member of 
The Company of Fifers and Drum• 
mers, the corps has made two trips out 
of their area this year, one to the John 
Hanson 's Patriots Muster in Maryland 
and a nother to New Jersey for a fire­
man's parade. 


